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21 new HC judges 
sworn in
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-one High Court judges, out of 22 whose 
services were regularised, took their oath yesterday.

Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed administered 
the oath at a ceremony at the Supreme Court in the 
afternoon.

On Tuesday, President Mohammed Shahabuddin 
confirmed the services of 22 additional judges of the 
HC, who were appointed in October last year.

The 22 judges, whose jobs have been regularised, 
are Justice Md Golam Mortuza Mozumder, 
Justice Syed Enayet Hossain, Justice Md Mansur 
Alam, Justice Sayed Jahed Mansur, Justice KM 
Rasheduzzaman Raja, Justice Md Jabid Hossain, 
Justice Mubina Asaf, Justice Kazi Waliul Islam, 
Justice Aynun Nahar Siddiqua, Justice Md Abdul 
Mannan, Justice Tamanna Rahman Khalidi, Justice 
Md Shofiul Alam Mahmood, Justice Md Hamidur 
Rahman, Justice Nasreen Akter, Justice Shathika 
Hossain, Justice Syed Mohammed Tazrul Hossain, 
Justice Md Toufiq Inam, Justice Yousuf Abdullah 
Suman, Justice Sk Tahsin Ali, Justice Foyej Ahmed, 
Justice Md Sagir Hossain and Justice Sikder 
Mahmudur Razi.

Justice Syed Enayet Hossain could not be sworn 
in as he was hospitalised with illness, said SC’s 
Public Relations Officer Md Shafiqul Islam.

Seven detained 
at Nowfel’s 
Ctg home
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday detained seven youths at 
the home of former education minister 
Mohibul Hasan Chowdhury Nowfel in 
Sholoshohor of Chattogram.

Mohammad Solaiman, officer-in-
charge of Panchlaish Police Station, told 
journalists that police acted on a tip-off 
suggesting that banned Chhatra League 
and Jubo League members were staying 
in Nowfel’s residence. “After verification, 
police will decide the next course of 
action…,” he said.

Nowfel is the son of late ABM 
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, former mayor of 
Chattogram City Corporation and senior 
Awami League leader.  Police sources said 
the Chowdhury family owns a restaurant 
that was shut down after the fall of the 
AL government last year. The restaurant 
staff had continued supplying food 
online through delivery platforms and 
were reportedly guarding the house.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After three and a half months of treatment at the 
National Institute of Burn and Plastic Surgery, 
twin sisters Sarina Jahan Sayra and Saiba Jahan 
Sayma, students of Milestone School and College, 
have finally returned home.

They were among those injured when an Air 
Force training aircraft crashed into their school 
building in Uttara on July 21, killing at least 36 
people and injuring around 150 others.

Sayra suffered burns on 30 percent of her body, 
while Sayma sustained burns on 15 percent.

The institute’s director Dr Mohammad Nasir 
Uddin, along with doctors, nurses, and staff, bid 
farewell to the children as they were discharged.

A total of 57 victims of the Milestone tragedy had 
received treatment at the institute. Among them, 20 
died, three others remain under treatment, though 
all are now out of danger, hospital sources said.

“Thanks to the government’s support and the 
dedicated efforts of our medical team, the patients 
have recovered,” Dr Nasir Uddin said, adding that 
the hospital continues to provide follow-up care to 
the survivors.

The twins’ mother, Aklima Akhter, expressed 
heartfelt gratitude to the hospital authorities and 
the government for their support throughout 
the long recovery process. “We are happy that 
they have finally recovered. My daughters went 
through an immense ordeal,” she said.
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MILESTONE JET CRASH

Twin sisters heal, 
return home after 
over 3 months

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Shubhechcha Ghosh, from 
the Askar Dighir Par area of 
Chattogram city, brought her 
five-year-old son, who had a 
fever and cough, to a doctor, 
who prescribed a course of 
antibiotics after examination. 
The worried mother said her 
child had caught a cold even 
though winter had not yet set 
in.

Like her son, numerous 
children in the port city have 
fallen ill with cold-borne 
diseases such as pneumonia 
and bronchiolitis.

Prof Dr Mohammad Musa, 
head of the Child Health Ward 
at Chattogram Medical College 
Hospital (CMCH), said infants 
and children are particularly 
vulnerable to such cold-borne 
diseases during late autumn 
and winter.

At CMCH, two units of the 
140-bed paediatric ward were 
overwhelmed with 381 patients 
undergoing treatment on 
Tuesday.

Asma Akter was seen using 
a nebuliser on her eight-
month-old daughter that 
afternoon to help ease her 
breathing discomfort. “I don’t 
know what happened to my 
daughter… she is unable to 
breathe normally,” she said.

Dr Musa urged parents to 
immediately seek treatment 
for infants who experience 
breathing difficulties. He 
stressed the importance of 
keeping children in smoke-free 
places, adding that vaccination 
and proper personal hygiene 
are essential for preventing 
diseases.

A similar situation prevailed 
at Chattogram Ma O Shishu 
General Hospital.

Dr Fahim Hasan Reza, 
associate professor in 
the hospital’s Paediatrics 
Department, said, “The 
number of patients increased 
from the usual 80-100 to 
422 today [Tuesday], with the 
majority having pneumonia. 
All 41 NICU beds are currently 
occupied. Of them, 35 patients 
have pneumonia.”

“Many parents arrive late 
when the illness worsens. 
Parents should not take any 
breathing problems of their 
child lightly,” he added.

Dr Rezaul Karim, former 
head of CMCH’s Paediatric 
Department, said bronchiolitis 
is a respiratory disease requiring 
oxygen treatment, which cannot 
be administered at home. 

He too urged parents to 
hospitalise children showing 
rapid breathing or breathing 
discomfort.

Cold brings misery for 
the little ones in Ctg

Hospitals overwhelmed with children 
suffering from bronchiolitis, pneumonia
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Five more die 
of dengue, 1,139 
get hospitalised
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Five dengue patients 
died, while 1,139 others 
were hospitalised, 
in the 24 hours till 
8:00am yesterday.

Of the deaths, 
three were reported from 
Khulna, and one each from Dhaka and 
Barishal divisions, according to the 
Directorate General of Health Services.

With these the total number of 
dengue-related deaths and cases this 
year rose to 323 and 81,773, respectively.

Currently, 3,461 dengue patients 
are undergoing treatment at different 
hospitals across the country.

UK minister 
for int’l 
development 
arrives today
Sweden’s rights 
envoy in town
DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

UK 
Minister 
for 
Interna-
tional 
Develop-
ment 
Jenny Chapman is set 
to arrive in Dhaka today 
on a two-day visit to 
Bangladesh.

Her visit will focus on 
development partnership 
including climate 
change, migration and 
the Rohingya crisis.

This visit follows 
the UK government’s 
recent announcement 
of a new £27 million 
humanitarian assistance 
for the Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh.

The UK, a leading 
contributor to the 
Rohingya crisis response 
in Bangladesh, provided 
over £447 million since 
2017.

While in Bangladesh, 
Chapman will meet 
the key figures in the 
Interim Government, 
including Chief Adviser 
Professor Muhammad 
Yunus, National Security 
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