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EC bans posters
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Anwarul Islam Sarkar said 
the code will take effect 
once the election schedule 
is announced. Parties have 
been instructed to remove 
existing posters, he added.

Only digital billboards are 
allowed to use lighting for 
campaigns, while decorative 
lighting is strictly prohibited, 
according to the code. Also, 
no drones will be allowed for 
campaigning.

The code also requires 
all candidates to announce 
their election manifestos 
from a single stage.
GUIDELINES ON SOCIAL  
MEDIA CAMPAIGNS
The code strictly prohibits 
the use of AI for deceptive 
or manipulative purposes in 
election-related activities. 

Candidates and their 
supporters are barred from 
using hate speech, personal 
attacks, or inflammatory 
language against rivals, 
women, minorities, or any 
other community.

The code forbids 
exploiting religious or ethnic 
sentiments for political or 
electoral gain.

Political parties, 
candidates, or their 

representatives are not 
allowed to create, publish, 
promote, or share any 
false, misleading, biased, 
hateful, obscene, vulgar, 
or defamatory content -- 
whether in general form, 
edited, or AI-generated 
-- intended to mislead 
voters or damage anyone’s 
reputation.

When asked about the 
EC’s capacity to monitor 
social media and curb 
misinformation, Election 
Commissioner Anwarul 
Islam Sarkar said, “The 
Election Commission alone 
cannot manage everything 
-- it needs collective 
cooperation.”

Meanwhile, any breach of 
the electoral code of conduct 
may lead to up to six months 
in jail, a fine of Tk 1.5 lakh 
for candidates, and Tk 1.5 
lakh for the political party 
concerned. Previously, the 
highest fine was Tk 50,000 
for both.

The first electoral code 
of conduct was introduced 
ahead of the June 1996 
polls. It underwent major 
revisions before the 2008 
election and minor changes 
in subsequent polls.

UN seeks joint effort to 
rescue Rohingyas at sea
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The United Nations and rights bodies have urged regional countries 
to launch urgent search and rescue operations for Rohingya and 
other refugees stranded at sea following the capsize of a boat off the 
coasts of Malaysia and Thailand.

According to the UN Refugee Agency, 13 people have been rescued 
by Malaysian authorities, while at least 21, including two teenage 
Rohingya girls, have been confirmed dead by Thai authorities. The 
rest of the passengers remain missing.

Rights group Fortify Rights said authorities believe three smaller 
boats originated from a larger vessel carrying at least 300 people, 
which reportedly departed from Buthidaung Township in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State. Only one of the boats has been accounted for so far.

Fortify Rights also called on regional governments to meet their 
international legal obligations to ensure the safe disembarkation of 
migrants and refugees and provide humanitarian assistance.

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) said they were deeply saddened by the recent tragedy 
involving up to 70 people from Myanmar, including Rohingya.

They expressed concern over the potential loss of life, noting that 
at least one other boat carrying around 230 people is still at sea. Both 
agencies said they are ready to support local authorities in assisting 
survivors.

CARETAKER GOVT

SC verdict on 
appeals, review 
November 20
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday fixed 
November 20 for the delivery of its verdict 
on the appeals and review petitions against 
its 2011 judgement that scrapped the non-
party caretaker government system.

A seven-member bench, headed by 
Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed, set the 
date. The SC held hearings for 10 working 
days.

During the hearings, the lawyers for 
appellants, petitioners, and the state 
counsels prayed to the SC to overturn its 
2011 verdict. The SC on August 27 allowed 
the BNP and five citizens to move two 
appeals before the court against its verdict 
that cancelled the 13th amendment to the 
constitution, which had introduced the 
caretaker government system in 1996.
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Referring to Sheikh 
Hasina, he said, “Those 
who burn vehicles and 
destroy property while 
sitting comfortably in Delhi 
should not be allowed to 
return.”

He also cautioned 
the interim government 
against imposing reforms 
beyond consensus. “For 
nine months, you discussed 
reforms with political parties 
and reached agreements. If 
you force anything outside 
of that, responsibility will be 
yours. The people will not 
accept it.”

He criticised the 
government for scrapping 
plans to recruit music and 
physical education teachers 
in primary schools, saying 
such education is vital for 
children’s development.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 12, 2025 

KARTIK 27, 1432 BS     10

Workers unload sacks of rice from a cargo vessel at Ghat-7 on the bank of the 
Bhairab river in Khulna yesterday. Small vessels transport goods to the city 
through river routes, with each day labourer earning Tk 5-7 per sack, making up 
to Tk 800-1,000 a day.
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