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New Delhi blast a 
‘conspiracy’: Modi
Death toll rises to 13; anti-
terror probe on
AGENCIES

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday called 
a deadly car explosion in the heart of the capital that 
killed at least 13 people a “conspiracy”, vowing those 
responsible will face justice.

Police are investigating the blast incident under 
a law used to fight “terrorism”, an officer said. The 
ministry of home affairs handed over the blast case to 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA). The death toll 
had risen to 13, reports The Hindu online.

Investigators yesterday took three more doctors 
from Faridabad’s Al-Falah University into custody. 
The university has made headlines after three doctors 
linked to it came under the spotlight for their alleged 
involvement in terrorist activities, reports NDTV online.

These three doctors are Muzammil Shakeel, Umar 
Mohammed and Shaheed Shahid. Muzammil and 
Umar are from Kashmir and Shaheen is from Lucknow.

Iman Sharif, 18, a survivor from a boat carrying members of Myanmar’s persecuted Rohingya community, which 
sank in waters near the Thailand–Malaysia border, eats rice after being rescued six days after the incident, in 
Langkawi, Malaysia, yesterday. The death toll from the sinking of the boat climbed to 27. PHOTO: REUTERS

BIHAR ASSEMBLY POLLS

Exit polls show 
bigger mandate 
for NDA
THE HINDU ONLINE

As voting for India’s Bihar Assembly polls 
concluded yesterday, exit polls have predicted 

a big victory for the NDA with the 
Mahagatbandhan coming in a 

distant second.
They also predicted a 

disappointing show by 
Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj 
in its debut outing, forecasting 
a range of 0-8 seats for it in the 

243-member Assembly.
In the first phase of polling 

held for 121 constituencies in 18 
districts on November 6, the State had 

recorded its highest voting percentage ever in 
history with 64.66 percent turnout. 

BBC grapples 
with response 
to Trump 
legal threat
AFP, London

The BBC’s outgoing 
boss yesterday defended 
its journalists as the 
broadcaster grappled with 
how to respond to US 
President Donald Trump’s 
threat of a lawsuit over a 
misleading speech edit.

Trump’s lawyers on 
Monday gave the BBC until 
Friday to “appropriately 
compensate” the president 
for “harm caused” by a 
documentary containing 
the edit, or face a $1 billion 
lawsuit for damages.

It has also claimed 
the jobs of two senior 
executives. 

Director general Tim 
Davie, who resigned on 
Sunday, admitted the 
broadcaster had made 
“some mistakes that have 
cost us” but said “we’ve got 
to fight for our journalism”.

Partition of Gaza 
a looming risk

Say sources as Trump’s plan to end the war 
beyond ceasefire faltering

REUTERS, Manama

A de facto partition of Gaza between an 
area controlled by Israel and another 
ruled by Hamas is increasingly likely, 
multiple sources said, with efforts to 
advance US President Donald Trump’s 
plan to end the war beyond a ceasefire 
faltering. 

Six European officials with direct 
knowledge of the efforts to implement 
the next phase of the plan told Reuters 
it was effectively stalled and that 
reconstruction now appeared likely to 
be limited to the Israel- controlled area. 

That could lead to years of 
separation, they warned.

Under the first stage of the plan, 
which took effect on October 10, the 
Israeli military currently controls 53 
percent of the Mediterranean territory, 
including much of its farmland, along 
with Rafah in the south, parts of Gaza 
City and other urban areas.

Nearly all Gaza’s 2 million people 
are crammed into tent camps and the 
rubble of shattered cities across the rest 
of Gaza, which is under Hamas control.

Reuters drone footage shot 
in November shows cataclysmic 
destruction in the northeast of Gaza 
City after Israel’s final assault before 
the ceasefire, following months of prior 

bombardments. The area is now split 
between Israeli and Hamas control. 

The next stage of the plan foresees 
Israel withdrawing further from the so-
called yellow line agreed under Trump’s 
plan, alongside the establishment of a 
transitional authority to govern Gaza, 
the deployment of a multinational 
security force meant to take over from 
the Israeli military, the disarmament of 

Hamas and the start of reconstruction.
But the plan provides no timelines 

or mechanisms for implementation. 
Meanwhile, Hamas refuses to disarm, 
Israel rejects any involvement by the 
Western-backed Palestinian Authority, 
and uncertainty persists over the 
multinational force.

Yellow line could be new de 
facto border indefinitely 

Reconstruction likely 
limited to the Israeli side

Hamas disarmament, 
Israel’s PA opposition key 
sticking points


