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Is the July
charter drive
losing its
way?

Po6

JULY CHARTER

Deadlock drags
on, parties want
govt to step in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Failing to resolve their differences over the proposed July charter within a
one-week timeframe, major political parties yesterday urged the interim
government to mediate talks.

Officials said the government would wait a few more days for the
parties to reach an understanding. If they fail, it will intervene and take
a decision.

Despite the deadline, parties like the BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami, and the
National Citizen Party remained deeply entrenched in their positions.

When contacted vyesterday, BNP Standing Committee Member
Salahuddin Ahmed told The Daily Star, “If the government organises a
meeting, [ hope a way out of the crisis can be found. Since the National
Consensus Commission and the government jointly created the problem,
they must bear the responsibility.”

Jamaat Assistant Secretary General Hamidur Rahman Azad said his
party had taken an initiative for dialogue. “Those unwilling to participate
cannot be forced. Dialogue is only possible when all parties come forward.
It is now the government’s responsibility to decide how to implement the
reforms,” he told this newspaper yesterday.

NCP Member-Secretary Akhter Hossen yesterday urged the
government not to shift the burden of reforms onto political parties.

He was speaking at a discussion titled “July Charter: Implementation
Pathline,” organised by the National Lawyers Alliance at the Supreme
Court Bar Auditorium in Dhaka.

Akhter called for immediate implementation of the reforms agreed
upon during talks between political parties and the National Consensus

¢) BNP wants govt, not Jamaat, to invite parties to
talks

¢) Jamaat says those unwilling to take part in talks
cannot be forced

¢) NCP urges govt not to shift burden of reform
decisions onto parties

Commission.

He said the ongoing political crisis must be resolved without delay to
ensure citizens can participate in the upcoming election.

“If uncertainty around the reform process persists, it will also cast
doubt on the government’s exit strategy and the integrity of the electoral
process,” he warned.

Farlier, the BNP rejected Jamaat'’s call for dialogue, questioning why
another political party, rather than the government, was making the
invitation.

Meanwhile, nine parties including the NCP, Amar Bangladesh Party,
Gono Odhikar Parishad, and six from the Ganatantra Mancha alliance
have been holding talks to break the deadlock.

But, according to a Mancha leader, responses from other parties have
not been encouraging.

Hasnat Quaiyum, coordinator of Ganatantra Mancha and president
of Rastro Songskar Andolan, said they were still hopeful about finding
common grounds.

Disagreements persist over the timing of a referendum on reforms
outlined in the charter, the charter’s implementation order, and the
handling of dissent notes attached to some reform proposals.

Last Monday, the government urged parties to resolve these differences
and reach a unified decision within a week.

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul told reporters after an advisory council
meeting on that day, “We haven’t issued any ultimatum. We’ll wait. After
that, the government will act as necessary.”

The BNP ignored the deadline, saying the initiative did not originate

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

67% of polling
stations ‘risky’

Reveal minutes of EC, law
enforcers’ meeting

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR and
AHMED DEEPTO

Nearly two-thirds of polling centres for
the upcoming national election have
been classified as “risky,” a sharp rise
from the 2024 polls, when only about 25
percent of centres were deemed risky.

On October 20, the Election
Commission and law enforcement
agencies held a preparatory meeting to
discuss election security, the viability of
granting judicial powers to the military
during polling, and the reclassification of
risk zones.

The details of the meeting were
revealed yesterday.

The military is currently holding
magisterial powers. Currently, the army
is deployed in 62 districts across the
country to assist the civil administration.

“If given judicial powers, the army will
be able to play a more effective role in the
elections,” a representative of the army
chief told the meeting.

An official of the Special Branch of
police informed the meeting that 28,663
out of 42,761 polling stations had been
identified as risky, accounting for over 67

SEE PAGE 5 COL 6

Can Mamdani
deliver on the
issues that
secured his win?

P7

What freedom
looks like in
Mira Nair’s
films
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D The Bhola

: Cyclone and
the making of
Bangladesh

P10

The Chattogram Development Authority is digging 36 canals across the port city to restore its waterways. With work on at least 20 canals completed, many
appear healthy. The photo shows the Rajakhali canal in the Bakolia area.

Barind’s rice bowl is
running dry

As world leaders prepare to convene at COP30 in Belém, Brazil, to chart
a global path on carbon reduction, climate adaptation, and finance, the
effects of inaction are already hitting home. In northern Bangladesh’s
Rajshahi region, marginal farmers are battling erratic monsoon patterns
and rising temperatures -- climate woes that are crippling crops and
leaving futures uncertain. Pinaki Roy reports from the ground.
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Pointing to the cracks in his Aman paddy
field, Kongres Tudu, a Santal farmer of
Rajshahi’s Godagari upazila, said the soil
dried out and fractured after just a week
without irrigation.

“If T cannot irrigate my field within a
couple of days, most of the crops will turn
sterile, bearing no grain at all,” Tudu said,
adding that he couldn’t arrange money in

Courtesy: Prof Chowdhury Sarowar Jahan, RU

the first week of October to buy water from

a deep tubewell operator for irrigation.
Though it rained a bit more this year
than the last, the field still needs irrigation

every week, said the 55-year-old farmer.
Narrating the financial strains on
farmers in his area, he said that a Santal
farmer from nearby Barshapara village
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Police use water cannons on teachers of government-approved institutions outside the Monthly Pay Order (MPO) scheme as they attempt to
break through a barricade near the Secretariat in Dhaka yesterday. The protesters, under the banner of Sammilito Non-MPO Oikya Parishad,
demand inclusion of their institutions in the MPO programme. Teachers withdraw suspension, vow to continue protest -- page 3
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ACC to sue S Alam,
associates over

Tk 10,500cr graft

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

RAJIB RAIHAN

The Anti-Corruption Commission yesterday decided to
file a case against 67 individuals, including the former
chairman of S Alam Group, over allegations of loan fraud
and embezzlement of about Tk 10,500 crore from Islami
Bank through abuse of power and influence.

The case would be the largest financial embezzlement
case in the history of the ACC, said Tanvir Ahmed, the
commission’s assistant director (public relations).

The accused embezzled Tk 9,283.93 crore from Islami
Bank by taking out unauthorised loans in the names of S
Alam Refined Sugar Industries, S Alam Steels and S Alam
Trading Company, ignoring official circulars and through
forgery and deception. With interest, the total amount
stands at Tk 10,479.62 crore, he said.

According to the case documents, Tk 9,283.93 crore was
transferred through 134 transactions to shell companies
such as Ahsan Enterprise, Impress Corporation, Unique
Traders, AgroCorn International and Dulali Enterprise.

The entities were connected to S Alam Group’s
Chairman Mohammad Saiful Alam’s business interests.

Among them are his brothers’ companies Sonali
Traders and Global Trading Corporation, S Alam Refined
Sugar Industries, SS Power, S Alam Steels, S Alam Cement,
S Alam Vegetable Oil and Sonali Cargo Logistics.

The accused include S Alam and his brother Abdus
Samad, Osman Gani, Rashedul Alam and Shahidul Alam,
former Islami Bank chairman Nazmul Hasan, former
managing director Mahbub ul Alam and some current
and former officials of Islami Bank.

Beximco firms
laundered Tk
1,200 crore in
5 years: CID

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Beximco Group chairman and vice-
chairman and their associates have
laundered $97 million (around Tk 1,200
crore) abroad over five years through 17
corporate entities under the pretext of
foreign trade, the CID has found.

Following a thorough investigation,
the Criminal Investigation Department
(CID) has secured approval to file charge
sheets in 17 money laundering cases
against Salman F Rahman and others,
CID Chief Sibgat Ullah told a press
briefing at the CID Headquarters in
Malibagh yesterday.

The approved charge sheets name
28 individuals and 19 entities, including
Beximco Group Chairman Ahmed Sohail
Fasihur Rahman and his son Ahmed
Shahryar Rahman, and Vice-Chairman
Salman F Rahman and his son Shayan F
Rahman.

Between 2020 and 2024, Sohail,
Salman and their associates allegedly
used 17 corporate entities to carry out
the money laundering activities.

The companies include Adventure

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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Pakistan navy
chief visits
Bangladesh for
the first time
since 1971

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

On the first day of his three-day official
visit to Bangladesh, Pakistan Navy
Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf paid
a courtesy call on General Waker-
uz-Zaman at Army Headquarters
yesterday.

This marks the first visit made by
a Pakistan Navy chief to Bangladesh
since the Liberation War in 1971.

During the meeting, they discussed
ways to strengthen defence ties and
enhance the military capabilities
of both forces and exchanged views
on expanding cooperation through
bilateral training, seminars, and
exchange visits.

Admiral Ashraf also praised the
professionalism  of  Bangladeshi
participants in the joint naval exercise
AMAN, held in Karachi and the North
Arabian Sea in February this year,
according to an Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) press release and a
Bangladesh Army social media post.

The Pakistan Navy Chief also paid
a courtesy call on Bangladesh Navy
Chief Admiral M Nazmul Hassan at the
Naval Headquarters in Banani.

Upon arrival, he was received by the
Bangladesh Navy Chiel and presented
with a guard of honour by a naval
contingent. He inspected the guard
and took the salute.

The two  chiefs exchanged
greetings and discussed matters
related to professional and training
cooperation. Senior officials from
both sides, including the Pakistan
High Commissioner, Defence Attaché,
and Principal Staff Officers from the
Bangladesh Navy Headquarters, were
present.

Farlier in the day, Admiral Ashraf
paid homage to the members of the
armed forces who made the supreme
sacrifice during the Liberation War
of 1971 by placing a wreath at Shikha
Anirban in Dhaka Cantonment.

During his stay, Admiral Ashraf
is scheduled to meet the Chief of
Air Staff, the Principal Staff Officer
of the Armed Forces Division, the
Commandant of the National Defence

College, and naval administrative
authorities in Chattogram.
Meanwhile, Pakistan Navy ship

PNS SAIF arrived in Chattogram
on Saturday on a four-day goodwill
visit. The ship’s commanding officer,
officers, and crew members will visit
the Bangladesh Naval Academy, naval
bases, and several places of interest in
the port city.

Bangladesh Chief of Army Staff Gen Waker-Uz-Zaman and visiting Pakistan Naval Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf pose for a photo at the

Army Headquarters in the capital yesterday. The Pakistani navy chief arrived in Bangladesh on a three-day visit.

Fighters holed up in Ralah
won’t surrender

Says Hamas; one Palestinian killed in Israeli drone attack in southern Gaza

Israel said yesterday it had received the

Hamas fighters holed up in the Israeli-
held Rafah area of Gaza will not surrender
to Israel, the group’s armed wing said
yesterday, urging mediators to find a
solution to a crisis that threatens the

month-old ceasefire.

Meanwhile, Israeli

attacks on Palestinians in Gaza despite the

Sources close to mediation efforts told

Reuters on Thursday that fighters could
surrender their arms in exchange for
passage to other areas of the enclave under
aproposal aimed at resolving the stalemate.

Egyptian mediators have proposed that,
in exchange for safe passage, fighters still
in Rafah surrender their arms to Egypt and
give details of tunnels there so they can
be destroyed, said one of the sources, an

Egyptian security official.

Yesterday’s statement from Al-Qassam
responsible
engaging the fighters, who it said were

Brigades held Israel

defending themselves.

“The enemy must know that the concept
of surrender and handing oneself over does
not exist in the dictionary of the Al-Qassam

Brigades,” the group said.

for  Bureij

territory.

remains of a hostage that Hamas claims
belong to Israeli officer Hadar Goldin, killed
in the 2014 Gaza war. Israeli forensic experts
are expected to determine the identity of the
remains once they are brought into Israel.

forces continued

ceasefire, killing one man in the central
refugee camp and two others
in northern and southern parts of the

In the occupied West Bank, Israeli
settlers wounded at least seven Palestinians
in two separate attacks yesterday morning.
The settlers also raised a number of Israeli

could affect the ceasefire.

Gaza,” the group said.

Palestinians.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

flags along a road between Nablus and
Ramallah, reports Al Jazeera online.

US special envoy Steve Witkoff said on
Thursday that the proposed deal for about
200 fighters would be a test for a broader
process to disarm Hamas forces across Gaza.

Al-Qassam Brigades did not comment
directly on the continuing talks over the
fighters in Rafah but implied that the crisis

“We place the mediators before their
responsibilities, and they must find a
solution to ensure the continuation of the
ceasefire and prevent the enemy from using
flimsy pretexts to violate it and exploit the
situation to target innocent civilians in

Since the US-brokered ceasefire took
effect in Gaza on October 10, the Rafah area
has been the scene of at least two attacks
on Israeli forces, which Israel has blamed on
Hamas. The group has denied responsibility.

Rafah has been the scene of the worst
violence since the ceasefire took hold, with
three Israeli soldiers Killed, prompting
Israeli retaliation that Kkilled dozens of

“We

|
H
1 ¢

added.

Saharul.

Dhaka slams
Rajnath Singh’s
remarks on Yunus

UNB, Dhaka
Bangladesh has described the recent comments
made by Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Chiel Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus as
“incorrect” and “not respectful of propriety and
diplomatic nicety”.

[t stressed that Bangladesh remains committed
to a mutually beneficial relationship with India.

“We consider that Singh’s comments are incorrect
and unhelpful and not respectful of propriety and
diplomatic nicety,” foreign ministry spokesperson
SM Mahbubul Alam said as the UNB sought Dhaka’s
reaction to Singh’s remarks yesterday.

In a conversation with Network18 Group Editor
in-Chief Rahul Joshi, Singh had urged Yunus to
“watch his words”.
do not
Bangladesh, but Yunus should be cautious with
his statements,” Singh told Joshi.

The interview was published on Friday in a
report by Firstpost, a media outlet of the group.

Responding to the issue, Alam said the recent
remarks made by Singh regarding Yunus have
come to their attention.
reaffirmed
committed to a mutually beneficial relationship with
India based on “sovereign equality, non-interference
in each other’s affairs, and mutual respect”.

“Bangladesh also believes that differences
in perspectives are best addressed through
constructive and respectful engagement,” Alam

seek tense relations with

that Bangladesh remains

Four schoolgirls

drown in Meherpur

Reportedly drowned while
collecting water lilies

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia
Four school girls drowned, reportedly while
collecting water lilies in a lake in Meherpur this
afternoon. The incident occurred at Mashuribhaja
Beel in Baradi area of Meherpur sadar upazila.
The deceased were identified as Fatema Khatun,
14, and Afia, 10, daughters of Samad; Mim, 14,
daughter of Isa Ali; and Aleya, 10, daughter of

Fatema and Mim were students at Mominpur
High School, while Afia and Aleya studied at
Rajnagar Government Primary School.

Sumaiya Jahan Jhurka, assistant commissioner
(land) of Meherpur Sadar upazila said locals believe
the girls drowned while collecting water lilies.

“Residents first spotted one of the bodies around
4:30pm and later recovered three more. Fire service
personnel recovered the fourth,” she added.

Of the four victims, two were confirmed dead on
the spot and were not taken to the hospital, while
the other two were declared dead upon arrival by
on-duty doctors.

Mesbauddin,
Meherpur Sadar Police Station, confirming the
deaths, said investigation is underway.

officer-in-charge  (OC) of

Barind’s rice bowl is running dry

FROM PAGE 1

became so depressed by his inability
to irrigate his paddy field that he
tried to take his own life by drinking
pesticide in 2023.

In the previous year, two Santal
farmers -- Avinath Mardi and Rabi
Mardi from a nearby village -- died
by suicide after a tubewell operator
allegedly refused them water they
were entitled to, according to their
family members.

Md Selim Mia, a farmer from
Tanore uparzila, said their tubewell,
which is 40 feet deep, can no longer
pump out water.

“Now we have to install a deep
tubewell. We all are heavily dependent
on groundwater extraction here,” he
added.

Both  Tanore and Godagari
upazilas fall in the water-stressed
Barind region, known as the rice bowl
of Bangladesh.

The region was comparatively
a barren area even in the mid
1980s, with very limited sources
of surface water. In the 1990s, the
Barind Multipurpose Development
Authority (BMDA) introduced deep
tubewells, enabling farmers to
cultivate three crops a year.

The region now faces a major
crisis with groundwater levels
declining fast and temperatures
rising rapidly amid a change in
rainfall patterns.

“Climate change is a silent killer
here. In Rajshahi region, the average
rainfall is 1235mm against the
nationwide average of 2,000mm,”
said Chowdhury Sarowar, who has
been studying the region’s climate for
over a decade.

“If you visit the region, you'll see
lots of crop fields and many fruit
orchards. It’s hard to understand the
drought-like situation here at first
glance, as all these crops and [ruits are
grown at the cost of groundwater,”
said Sarowar, a professor of geology
and mining at Rajshahi University.

Crops like Aman, which are
traditionally rainfed, now require
frequent irrigation, he added.

Like the two upazilas in Rajshahi,
Sapahar in Naogaon is also hit by an
acute water shortage.

Imdadul Haque, a farmer of the
upazila, said, “It doesn’t rain here
like before. Groundwater is declining.
Even deep tubewells sometimes fail to
draw water.”

“If you dig deeper, you get red clay
most of the time. There is no water,”
he said.

Only a decade ago, groundwater
could be found by digging around 30
feet. Now, one may have to dig as deep
as 80 feet to get water, said the farmer.

Amid a steady decline in
groundwater level, the government
in August declared 50 unions in 26
uparzilas of four districts as severely
water-stressed. Of them, 47 are
in  Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj,
and Naogaon, and three are in
Chattogram’s Patiya upazila.

The government is now preparing

guidelines to limit the use of water in
these areas.
CHANGES IN RAINFALL PATTERNS
According to a study by Bangladesh
Meteorological Department, rainfall
in the northern region is steadily
declining.

Rajshahi division is seeing a drop
in rainfall by 54mm per decade, said
the study, published last year, which
analysed Bangladesh’s rainfall data
from 1980 to 2023.

“Changes in rainfall patterns in
the region mean monsoon rains are
decreasing while torrential rains
are increasing in the post-monsoon
period,” said Bazlur Rashid, a
meteorologist from BMD.

Geologists said the Barind region,
which covers around 7,770 square
kilometres, is mostly composed of
hard clay that cannot hold rainwater.
The region also differs from the
surrounding floodplains.

“In the region, no sand layers
capable of retaining groundwater
are found between 200 and 800 feet.
Only hard clay exists throughout,”
said Anwar Zahid, former director
of Bangladesh Water Development
Board (BWDB).

“The groundwater level in the
northern region has fallen up to 80
metres over the last 50 years,” said
Anwar, who led a study by BWDB in
2022.

He further said that the decline

in rainfall is hampering not only
groundwater recharge but also
causing surface water bodies to dry
up.
The study, which analysed 50 years
of data (from 1970 to 2020) from 465
shallow groundwater observation
wells, found that the groundwater
table has been in decline in at least 38
districts due to excessive extraction
during the dry season.

RISING TEMPERATURE AND ITS
IMPACT

The drop in rainfall has resulted
in a steady rise in temperature,
triggering a surge in pest populations
and disrupting pollination, said
agriculture experts.

Both maximum and minimum
temperatures increased in all eight
divisions of the country during last
year’s monsoon season, said the BMD
study, noting that drought-prone
Rajshahi recorded the steepest rise

in temperature -- 0.5 degrees Celsius
per decade.

Regarding its  impact on
agriculture, Sharmin Sultana,

additional deputy director (crops)
of the Department of Agricultural
Extension in Rajshahi, said rising
temperatures are fuelling pest
outbreaks, which may affect
agricultural productivity.

“With the rise in temperature,
infestations of a pest, locally known
as the brown grasshopper, have
become more frequent. To check
them, farmers need to use pesticides,
which in turn pose risks to food
safety,” she explained.

Sharmin  further said the
temperature starts rising in Rajshahi
in March, and when the average
exceeds 35 degrees Celsius, it severely
disrupts pollination of Boro, the
main crop in the Barind region.

“When the temperature rises, the
groundwater level drops, making
irrigation increasingly difficult for
farmers in the region. Moreover,
many farmers suffer heatstroke while
harvesting paddy or working in fields
during the extremely hot months,
especially in May,” she added.

[Our Rajshahi correspondent
Shohanur Rahman Rafi contributed
(o this report|

Deadlock drags on, parties urge govt

FROM PAGE 1
from the government but from a
section linked to Jamaat.

The party insists that Chiefl Adviser
Prof Muhammad Yunus himself
should convene a formal dialogue,
and in that case, the BNP would
participate.

BNP leaders maintain that the
crisis was jointly created by the

government and the consensus
commission, which they claim
favoured Jamaat.

“During the cight-month

discussion, consensus was reached
on key issues. How can all parties
suddenly agree on something new
within seven days? This is simply
in favour of Jamaat,” said a BNP
standing committee member,
seeking anonymity.

The BNP remains adamant that the
referendum and the national election
should be held on the same day as
part of the process for implementing
the July National Charter.

At a views-exchange meeting in
Thakurgaon’s Sadar upazila, BNP

Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir said, “Some parties
are saying that a referendum should
be held before the election, but we
are saying it should be held on the
clection day.”

Turning to his audience, he
added, “Do you understand what a
referendum or charter means? These
are things only a few educated, upper-
class people who have come back
from America understand, and they
are trying to impose these on us.”

Calling the ongoing crises
“manufactured”, he said, “We have
accepted the reforms they want to
introduce. We will implement those
we agree on, and those we don’t agree
on will go to parliament.”

Jamaat’s Hamidur Rahman Azad
reiterated his party’s demands.
“These are the people’s demands
— implementation of the consensus
commission’s recommendations,
holding a referendum before national
polls, and issuing the necessary
order for implementation. In fact,
the government is killing time by not

issuing the order.”

He said the government must
immediately issue the order and
announce a referendum date. “The
referendum must be held before the
national election. Otherwise, the July
uprising and all reform efforts will
fail.”

When The Daily Star contacted
the Chief Adviser’s Press Secretary
Shafiqul Alam, he said the advisory
council had suggested a timeframe
of about a week but the parties could
take more time if needed.

“Political parties have already
taken some decisions during this
transitional period. Hopelully, they
will reach a consensus. If they fail,
the advisory council will step in and
make a decision as soon as possible,
keeping in mind the best interests
of both the parties and the people,
especially with the national election
expected in the first half of February,”
he said.

He added that ensuring a free, fair,
and credible election remains the
government’s top priority.

Beximco firms laundered Tk 1,200 crore

FROM PAGE 1

Garments, Apollo Apparels, Autumn
Loop Apparels, Bextex Garments,
Cosmopolitan Apparels, Cozy
Apparels, Esses Fashion, International
Knitwear and Apparels, Kanchpur
Apparels, Midwest Garments, Peerless
Garments, Pink Maker Garments,
Platinum Garments, Skynet Apparels,
Springful Apparels, Urban Fashions
and Winter Sprint Garments.

Investigators found that the
companies opened letters of credit
(LCs) or sales contracts through
Janata Bank’s Motijheel branch in
Dhaka but did not repatriate the
export proceeds to Bangladesh.

The earnings were instead
transferred through RR  Global
Trading in Dubai to the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, the UK, the US,
Ireland and other countries.

RR Global Trading is registered in
the names of Shayan and Shahryar.

Between 2020 and 2024, a total of
$96.97 million (about Tk 1,200 crore)
was shown as export income, but the
proceeds were not repatriated, the
CID said.

For export products, the money
corresponding to the value of goods
shipped abroad is supposed to return
within 120 days, or four months at
most.

If the money does not return
within this period, it is considered
money laundering, Sibgat Ullah
said.

As many as 17 money laundering
cases were filed with the Motijheel
Police Station on September 17 and
18,2024.

Following court orders, the CID
has seized various assets of the
accused, including 2,000 decimals
of land and establishments in
Dohar, Dhaka; a 6,189.54-square-
foot flat in Gulshan’s “The Envoy”

building; and a 2,713-square-foot
triplex flat at Plot 31, Road 68/A, in
Gulshan.

The CID also froze multiple bank
accounts and imposed travel bans on
the accused.

The estimated current market
value of the seized assets is about Tk
600-700 crore.

Salman, who is currently in jail,
has been shown arrested in the
cases. The CID earlier arrested
Wasiur Rahman, managing director
and shareholder of Autumn Loop
Apparels, a Beximco affiliate, in
July.

The CID said its Financial Crime
Unit has completed all necessary
procedures and submitted charge
sheets in all 17 cases in the shortest
possible time despite the complex

and time-consuming nature of
trade-based  money laundering
investigations.
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RLUNDTABLE DISCUSSION D?

Children, rescued and rehabilitated by a non-government organisation, along with experts and rights
activists at a discussion titled, “Disadvantaged from a Young Age: Young Journalist Changemakers

Urge Action for Vulnerable Children”, at The Daily Star Centre yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

They too deserve
a dignihed life

Once street children, now students, they question
policymakers, experts on rights, justice at discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

They once roamed the streets
with no home (o return to.
Now, they sit in classrooms
and speak up with confidence
about the rights and dignity
every child deserves.

And yesterday, they took the
floor to question policymakers,
lawyers, and rights activists
about their rights, safety, and
future.

Around 15 children, rescued
and rehabilitated by the non-
government organisation
LEEDO, joined a discussion at
The Daily Star Centre where
they asked sharp, thoughtful
questions on issues ranging
from legal protection and
political exploitation to the
right to shelter and education.

The discussion, titled
“Disadvantaged from a
Young Age: Young Journalist
Changemakers Urge Action for
Vulnerable Children”, brought
together government and non-
government stakeholders who
listened and responded to the
young participants’ concerns.

The students introduced
themselves as “sons and
daughters” of LEEDO, a non-

profit NGO that has been
working to improve the lives of
street-connected children since
2000. All of them are members
of a LEEDO initiated “Young
Journalist Changemaker”
group.

QUESTIONS

THEY ASKED

If a street child is harassed by
police, where can they go for
justice?

There are laws to protect us,
but why don't they work in
real life?

How to stop people from
using children in political
programmes?

How the constitution ensures
rights of street children?

For instance, Rudra
Karmokar, who has completed
his schooling with LEEDO’s
support and is now preparing
for university admission, asked
whether there was any legal
remedy if a street child was

harassed by a police official.
“There is no  specific
provision. But we found in our
survey that street children are
mostly abused by low-ranking
officials, and if they can reach
a higher-ranked one, he or she
can intervene,” said Dr Hasan
Reza, associate professor at
Indiana  University’s  School
of Social Work, who joined

virtually.
Hasan Ali Musafir, a ninth-
grader, expressed concern

about the use of street children
in political programmes and
asked how (o act against those
who engage children in politics.

Arifa Chowdhury Himel,
assistant  director of the
National Tegal Aid Services,
replied that there is no scope
to involve children in any
unethical activity, including
political programmes.

“The National ILegal Aid
Services provides legal support
free of cost, and children are
one of the major beneficiary
groups. If any child needs legal
help, they can visit our offices
in all 64 districts,” she said.

Another participant, Ayesha
Akter, asked Additional

SEE PAGE 9 COL 7

Nation waiting
for election to

move forward

Says Khosru,
accuses certain
quarters of trying
to delay election

UNB, Dhaka
Investment,
business
activities,
and even
personal
and family
decisions

across the
country have come to a
standstill as people await

the national election,
said BNP senior leader
Amir Khosru Mahmud

Chowdhury yesterday.
“People now  want
emancipation from the
current situation through
the election... Everyone is
saying, ‘Let the election
happen first, then we’ll
decide,”” he said while
speaking at the launch
of a book titled Visionary
Recommendations for
Building an  Advanced
Nation of the Future at

Dhaka Reporters’ Unity.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Ivy gets HC
bail in 5 cases

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The High
Court
yesterday
granted bail
to former
Narayanganj
City
Corporatlon mayor Selina
Hayat Ivy in five cases,
including the one filed over
the Killing of RMG worker
Minarul Islam during the
July uprising.

A bench of Justice ASM
Abdul Mobin and Justice
Md Sagir Hossain delivered
the verdict after holding
a hearing, said Deputy
Attorney General Sultana
Akhter Rubi.

Ivy will walk out of jail if
the Appellate Division does
not stay the HC verdict,
said SM Hridoy Rahman, a
lawyer for Ivy.

Barrister Sara Hossain
also appeared for Ivy
during the bail hearing.

Earlier in May, a lower
court rejected her bail
petition in the case filed

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

CANCELLATION OF MUSIC TEACHER POSTS

Udichi holds
musical protest

Police obstruct march near Shilpakala Academy

Ay g

LA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cultural organisation Udichi Shllplgo%h[hl
organised a musical procession yesterday
afternoon to protest the government’s
decision to cancel the recruitment of music
and physical education teachers in primary
schools.

The procession, titled “Udichi to Jamuna”,

Teachers withdraw
suspension, vVOw o
continue protest

DAY AT A GLANCE

»» Primary teachers go on strike for higher pay scale

»» (lasses at over 65,000 schools stay halted

»» Non-MPO teachers hold demo over MPO inclusion; attempt
to march towards Secretariat

»» Police use water cannons, sound grenades to disperse them

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An hour after announcing the suspension of their work
abstention, government primary school teachers last
night declared that they would continue their protest.

Around 10:30pm, Khayrun Nahar Lipi, general secretary
of the Bangladesh Primary Teachers’ Association, made
the announcement before hundreds of teachers gathered
at the Central Shaheed Minar.

She claimed that the earlier suspension had been made
“under pressure” from the authorities.

“My job may be at risk, but I am withdrawing the
suspension of the strike,” she said, adding that teachers
would continue their sit-in at the Central Shaheed Minar.

Earlier, around 9:30pm, following a meeting at the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

PHOTO: STAR

began at 5:00pm from Udichi’s central office
"""" - on Topkhana Road and headed towards the
chief adviser’s residence, Jamuna.
Before the procession started, Udichi
organisers criticised the government’s move.
Rahman Mofiz, Udichi’s assistant general
secretary, said, “On the day the July Charter
was declared, Professor Yunus said we are

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Govt appoints
29 new DCs
in two days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
New deputy commissioners
(DCs) have been appointed
to 29 districts over the
past two days as part of
a reshuffle in the field
administration ahead of
the national election.

The Ministry of Public

Administration,  through
multiple notifications,
announced new

appointments (o 14 districts
--Brahmanbaria, Jhenaidah,
Narail, Jamalpur, Meherpur,

Kishoreganj, Jhalakathi,
Gopalganj, Chuadanga,
Panchagarh, Joypurhat,
Mymensingh, Manikganj,
and Chandpur - yesterday.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Asl wanted
to contest
the national
election from
a Dhaka
constituency,
I have become
a voter of the
city. I plan
to run as an
independent
candidate.
Let’s see what
happens next.

ADVISER
ASIF MAHMUD
After registering as a
voter under Dhaka-10
yesterday

Conserving heritage of Chattogram

CDA plans to protect 76 hlstorlc sites
i

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

With its large green dome and tall minaret
atop a square brick structure, the Badr Awliya
Shrine, built over 700 years ago during the
Sultanate period, is among the oldest sites in

Chattogram city.

Badr Awliya, a sufi saint, is believed to have
arrived here after Sultan Fakhruddin Mubarak

Shah’s victory in 1338.

The ancient shrine has been listed among 76
heritage sites by the Chattogram Development
Authority for conservation and promotion
under its upcoming master plan for the city.

The list also includes Deyang Killa
in Anwara, a small fort featuring

Mughal architectural elements
that once served as Chattogram
Port’s first ship control station.

In earlier times, lamps |
were lit in the fort to guide
ships arriving from the Bay
of Bengal. The structure now
lies in ruins.

The famous Central Railway
Building, located in the scenic
hilly area of Tigerpass in the port
city, is also on the list.

An analysis of the list shows a wide
range of historic structures -- shrines, mosques,

temples, pagodas,

monasteries, old houses, railway
stations, bridges, and lighthouses

each telling a part of Chattogram’s history

from the Sultanate era to the British period.

The iconic Central Railway Building, also known as CRB, in the scenic hilly
Tigerpass area of Chattogram city.

churches,

According to the list, scheduled to be placed for
approval within December, there are eight shrines,
17 mosques, eight temples, and two churches -- all
over a century old, reflecting the region’s history
of communal harmony and coexistence.

urban planner.

FILE PHOTO

There are also seven old zamindar houses
from the British colonial period, offering
insight into the city’s social and economic past.

Ahmmed Dayem, assistant urban planner at
CDA and a member of the survey committee,
said, “We selected the sites based on three key
criteria -- historic significance, integrity, and
context -- as per the same standards followed by
the Department of Archaeology in Bangladesh
and by heritage conservation bodies worldwide.”

“We are making a plan to save these sites for
the next generation. Government buildings will
be repaired by the departments concerned, and
private ones will be protected from demolition.
These sites will be included in the City Master
Plan 2041,” said Abu Isa Ansari, CDA’s chief

Ansari said different activities are being
planned, including the creation of a tourism
map and the installation of digital information
boards at these sites.

AKM Saifur Rahman, former director of the
Department of Archaeology in Chattogram,
said these sites, if properly preserved, can make
the port city more beautiful and famous while
attracting tourists.

Eliza Binte Elahi, a heritage tourist and
author, said, “The heritage sites can also create
hundreds of jobs and entrepreneurs if this
sector is properly developed.”
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FEnayetullah
Khan’s death

anniv today
CITY DESK

Today is the

20th death

anniversary

of e
Enayetullah X
Khan, founding editor

of the daily New Age and
editor-in-chief  of  the
weekly Holiday.

Enayetullah passed away
in Canada on November
10, 2005, aged 66. He had
been suffering from cancer
of the pancreas.

He began his journalism
career as a cub reporter for
the then Pakistan Observer
in  1959.  Enayetullah
founded the daily New Age
as its editor and publisher
in June 2008.

He was also the editor
of the Bangladesh Times
between 1975 and 1977.

He was awarded
the Ekushey Padak for
excellence in journalism.
He was president of Jatiya
Press Club during 1973-'76.

Born on May 25, 1939 in
Mymensingh, Enayetullah
was the third son of the
late Justice Abdul Jabbar
Khan, a former speaker
of the Pakistan National
Assembly.

PRAYER
TIMING

NOVEMBER 10

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5-00 12-45 3-45 5-22 7-00
JAMAAT 5-35 1-15 4-00 5-25 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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A flock of geese glides across the waters of the Arial Khan River, searching for food along its char areas. As
the weather begins to cool, marking the arrival of winter, these water birds must keep up their feeding to
endure the colder months. The photo was taken from the Char Monai area of Barishal Sadar upazila yesterday.

Six more die of dengue,
1,195 get hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

of them are from outside Dhaka.

At
died

least

(ill 8:00am yesterday.

six dengue patients
while 1,195 others
hospitalised in the last 24 hours

were  Suhrawardy

According to the Directorate

General of Health Services, two
deaths each were reported from
Dhaka South City Corporation,
Dhaka North City Corporation,

and Barishal division.

With the new deaths and cases,
the total number of deaths rose to
313, while total cases rose to 78,543.

Currently, 3,337 patients are
undergoing treatment at various
hospitals across the country, 2,187

b

hospitals

saved.

Contacted, HM Nazmul Ahsan,
associate professor at Shaheed
Medical
Hospital, said most deaths occur
among patients who arrive at

in extremely critical
condition — often too late to be

He explained that most deaths
occur soon after admission, not
among patients who deteriorate

College organ

during their hospital stay. Many
also suffer from complications
such as severe bleeding, multi-
failure,
chronic diseases like diabetes and
kidney or heart problems, which

pregnancy, or

raise the risk of death.

Nazmul

Hussain
detection

said delays
because patients wait too long or are
referred late from outside Dhaka.

~ Public health expert Mushtuq
stressed

happen

that early

and  decentralised

healthcare are key to reducing

dengue deaths.

“If people could test for dengue
near their homes at low cost, cases
could be identified earlier,” he said.

Deadly fungal
‘superbug’
spreading

in NICUs

Finds icddr,b study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A new icddrb study
has found frequent
transmission of the highly
drug-resistant fungal
“superbug” Candida auris
in neonatal intensive care
units (NICUs) of hospitals.

The findings align with
another recent icddr,b
study that reported no
community-acquired
C auris among newly
hospitalised patients.

C auris can live
harmlessly on the skin but
may enter the bloodstream,
causing deadly infections.

The study, conducted
with the Institute of
Epidemiology, Disecase
Control and  Research
and supported by the
US Centers for Disecase
Control and Prevention,
was published recently in
Microbiology ~ Spectrum,
icddr,b said in a Facebook
post yesterday.

Between August 2021
and  September 2022,
researchers studied
patients in the NICUs of
one public and one private
hospital in Dhaka. Of 374
patients, 32 (9 percent)
were colonised with C
auris, and one (0.3 percent)
developed a bloodstream
infection.

Among the colonised
patients, 44 percent were
colonised at enrolment,
and 56 percent became

SEE PAGE 9 COL 7

Man sued over
rape of speech-
impaired girl

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

18-year-old speech- and hearing-impaired girl in
Netrakona.

The victim’s mother filed the case with Atpara
Police Station on Saturday night, said Officer-in
Charge Mohammad Ashrafuzzaman.

The accused, Babu Mia, 24, hasbeen absconding
since the incident, the OC said.

According to the case statement, on Friday
noon, the girl was home alone when the accused
forcibly took her to a secluded place and raped her.

The victim then disclosed the incident to her
parents in writing.

Police are conducting drives to arrest the
accused, the OC said.

Dilan president,
Irfan GS of
Banani Society

CITY DESK A
Shawkat Ali Q!;‘ .

=
Bhuivan  (Dilan) o 1 F'!u }
and Irfan Islam e =
have been elected ‘uh \"' /_
president and = - ’

general secretary of the Banani Society for 2026
and 2027, as the “Dilan-Irfan Panel” swept all 21
posts in the biennial election, said a press release.

The election took place on November 8 at the
Banani Model School ground.

Voting began at 12:30pm after the general
meeting and continued till 5:00pm, with results
announced in the evening. Other winners
include vice presidents Md Asadullah Shikder, SM
Shamsuddin Bahar, and Tanvir Ahmed Khan;joint
general secretaries Mamun Akbar and Rezaur
Rahman Fahim; treasurer Shafiquzzaman Ratan;

and joint treasurer Dr Shahed Haider Chowdhury.

Nation waiting

FROM PAGE 3

Khosru, a BNP standing
committee member,
alleged that a certain
group is trying to delay the
election despite people’s
strong desire (o vote.

“Those who are working
to delay the election are
actually against democracy.
Can we really believe they
stand for  democratic
values?” he said.

On the issue of the
proposed referendum,
Khosru said, “The current
interim government has
taken oath wunder the
existing constitution,

which does not allow a
referendum before or on
the election day. Still, BNP
has agreed, out of political
tolerance, to consider a
referendum on the election
day for the sake of harmony
and mutual respect.”

Khosru said the BNP
has already completed
much of the groundwork
for reforms in key sectors,
including administration,
policing, and governance,
to ensure that if the party
receives a mandate to form
the government, it can
begin implementing its
plans from day one.

Govt appoints 29 new

FROM PAGE 3
Among them, the DC of
Narail has been transferred
to Brahmanbaria, while the
DC of Meherpur has been
posted to Narail.

On Sunday, the
government appointed new
DCs to 15 other districts.

Gaibandha, Barguna,
Bogura, Sirajganj, Magura,
Pirojpur, Satkhira,

Bagerhat, Khulna, Kushtia,
and Bhola.

Officials at the ministry
said most of the officers
replaced over the last (wo
days were promoted to the

Teachers withdraw suspension

FROM PAGE 3
Secretariat between
ministry  officials  and

teacher leaders, Shamsuddin
Masud, another leader of the
movement, announced that
teachers were suspending
their work abstention after
the government assured
them that their demands
would be reviewed with the
finance ministry.

Meanwhile, with annual
exams barely three weeks
away, classrooms across the
country fell silent yesterday
as  teachers  launched
a nationwide strike
demanding pay hikes and
promotions.

Classes at 65,567
government primary schools
remained suspended
throughout the day due to
the abstention. More than
3.83 lakh assistant teachers
stopped  taking classes,
disrupting lessons at nearly
every government primary
school in the country.

The protest followed a
police action at Shahbagh

and used water cannons
to disperse teachers
marching from the Central
Shaheed Minar. Over 100
were injured, according to
organisers.

Teachers have  been
demanding an upgrade of
their pay scale from grade-13
to grade10, along with
promotion parity and equal
status with secondary-level
teachers.

Police action on non

MPO teachers
Meanwhile,  police
yesterday  used  water

cannons and sound
grenades o disperse
non-MPO teachers
demonstrating in front of
the Jatiya Press Club.

The protesters, who
have been demanding
the inclusion of their
institutions  under  the
Monthly Pay Order (MPO)
scheme since November 2,
attempted to march towards
the  Secretariat  around
4:00pm.

Several were injured and a
few detained, witnesses said.

Rights organisations Ain

Udichi holds musical

FROM PAGE 3
moving from barbarism
to civilisation. But T will
say, by scrapping the plan
of introducing  music
and PE teacher posts, the
government is  instead
taking the country back to
barbarism.”
Arif  Noor,
organising

Udichi’s
secretary,

forces.”

The procession began
with the song “Karar Oi
Louho Kopat”, but was
obstructed by police in front
of the gate of the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy.

After  facing  police
obstruction, the procession
advanced a short distance
before organisers decided to

o Salish Kendra (ASK) and
Rashtra Sangskar Andolan
condemned the wuse of
force, calling it a violation of
citizens’ constitutional right

to peaceful assembly.
They demanded
punishment  for  those

responsible, medical care for
the injured, and urged the
government to resolve the
issue through dialogue.

Ivy gets HC bail

FROM PAGE 3 On  September 23,
over Minarul’s death. Minarul's ~ brother  filed
According to  case a murder case with
documents, Minarul was Siddhirganj Police Station,
shot and killed on July 20 naming ousted prime
last year in Narayanganj’s minister Sheikh Hasina
Adamjee area, where and 132 others as accused,
students and workers had along with around 300
joined demonstrations unidentified persons. Ivy was
under the banner of Anti- listed as the 12th accused.
discrimination Student Later on, Ivy was shown
Movement. arrested in some other cases.

The  districts  are rank of joint secretary, on Saturday, where law condemned the decision, suspend the programme in
Noakhali, Habiganj, making their transfers enforcers —baton charged, alleging it was made under  front of the YMCA office in
Gazipur, Dhaka, routine. firrd sound  grenades, Pressure from “communal = Segunbagicha.
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This 1s an online tender where only e-Tender will be accepted
in the national e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies will be
accepted. To submit e-tender, registration in the National e-
GP portal 1s required. Further information and guidelines are
available in the national e-GP system portal and from e-GP
help desk (helpdesk{@eprocure.gov.bd).
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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system portal (hitp:www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for last selling/downloading the e-Tender Documents fromi the National e-GP system
portal have to be deposited online through any registered banks branches within 11.30AM, 30

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system portal and from e-
GP help desk (helpdeski@eprocure. gov.bd)

Senior Assistant Secretary (D-17)

e-mail: d17@mod.gov.bd

Diptimoyee Zaman

Phone: 02-222244167
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Pak commits
to ‘dialogue’
despite
Afghan talks
ending

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan said yesterday
it was committed
to “dialogue” with

Afghanistan despite peace
talks ending after deadly
violence, with Islamabad
stressing  its  security
concerns persist.

In its first
acknowledgement that the
negotiations were over,
Islamabad said the third
round of talks “concluded”
on Friday.

“Pakistan remains
committed to (the)
resolution of  bilateral
differences through
dialogue. However,

Pakistan’s core concern,
i.e. terrorism emanating
from Afghanistan needs
to be addressed first and

foremost,” the foreign
ministry said. Islamabad
accuses Kabul of

harbouring militant group
TTP that regularly claims
attacks in Pakistan.

GOVT SHUTDOWN

US airlines
brace for 3rd
day of flight
cuts

REUTERS, Washington

Major airlines braced for a
third day of government-
mandated  flight cuts
yesterday after rising air

traffic  control  stafling
shortages snarled
thousands of flights on
Saturday.

The Federal Aviation

Administration instructed
airlines to cut 4 percent
of daily flights starting on
Friday at 40 major airports
because of air traflic
control safety concerns.
The shutdown, which has
reached a record 40 days,
has led to shortages of air
traffic controllers who, like
other federal employees,
have not been paid for
weeks.

Reductions in flights
are mandated to reach
to 6 percent on Tuesday
and then hit 10 percent by
November 14.

The FAA said on
Saturday there were air
traffic  control  staffing
shortages impacting 42
airport towers and other
centers.

People remove debris after a tornado with winds of up to 250 kilometres per hour struck Rio Bonito do Iguacu, Parana State, Brazil, on
Saturday. Authorities said the tornado killed at least six people and injured about 750.

UK, Germany warn of
Russian satellite menace

Targeting communications satellites can impact things like
satellite imagery, telecoms and broadband
satellite internet access

CNN ONLINE

Germany and the United ngdom
have warned of the growing threat
posed by Russian and Chinese space
satellites, which have been regularly
spotted spying on satellites used by
Western powers.

The countries have in recent
weeks highlighted frequent
instances of Russia stalking,
jamming and interfering with their
satellites in space.

“Russia’s  actions,  especially
in space, pose a fundamental
threat to us all. A threat we can no
longer ignore,” German Defense
Minister Boris Pistorius told a
Berlin conference of space industry
leaders in September.

Targeting communications
satellites can impact things like
satellite imagery, telecoms and
broadband satellite internet
access. Disrupting navigation and
positioning systems can impact
military operations as well as civil
aviation, according to the global
think tank RAND.

The warnings come in the wake
of Russia’s full-scale invasion of

Ukraine, now well into its third year.
Ukrainian officials say Moscow has
increased its level of cooperation
with China, with Beijing conducting
satellite
Ukrainian territory on its behallf.
Pistorius noted that two Russian
reconnaissance  satellites  were
recently spotted tracking two
IntelSat satellites, which are used
by the German Armed Forces and
its allies. IntelSat is a commercial

reconnaissance of

satellite services provider whose

fleet is used by governments and

companies in the US and Europe.
“Russia and China have rapidly

expanded their space warfare
capabilities in recent years: They
can jam, blind, manipulate, or
kinetically  destroy  satellites,”
Pistorius  added, announcing
a multi-billion-dollar boost
in funding for German space
programs.

PHOTO: AFP

Sudanese
city ‘living
in fear’

Paramilitaries
appear (o prepare
for an assault

AFP, Port Sudan

Residents of the
southern Sudanese city
of El-Obeid have said
they are living in fear as
paramilitaries appear to
prepare for an assault,
with the army reporting
shooting down a drone
targeting the city on
Saturday.

The North Kordofan
state capital, about 400
kilometres southwest of
Khartoum, is a regional
hub and a strategic prize

for the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces
(RSF), at war with
Sudan’s army since
April 2023.

While  the  RSF
announced  Thursday

it had accepted a truce
proposal put forward
by mediators, the UN
subsequently  said it
saw “preparations for
intensified hostilities”,
issuing a warning about
the deteriorarting
situation in Kordofan
region in particular.

viewers

AFP, London

serious’

TRUMP PROGRAMME EDIT
UK minister says
claims BBC misled
‘incredibly

Media outlets,

include an apology.

“fight like hell”.

A UK government minister yesterday described as
“incredibly serious” allegations over the way the
BBC edited clips of US President Donald Trump in
a flagship documentary programme.

The comments by Culture, Media and Sport
Minister Lisa Nandy came as the broadcaster said
its chair Samir Shah would provide an explanation
o a parliamentary committee today.
including the BBC,
yesterday that the response was expected (o

reported

The concerns regard clips spliced together from
sections of the US president’s speech on January
6, 2021 that made it appear he told supporters he
was going to walk to the US Capitol with them and

In the undoctored clip, however, the president
urged the audience to walk with him “and
we're going to cheer on our brave senators and
congressmen and women”.

67% of polling stations

FROM PAGE 1

percent of the centres. Of
these, 8,226 are classified as
“highly risky” and 20,437 as
“risky.”

The official said the
classification was based on
several factors, including the
condition of polling centre
infrastructure, distance from
the nearest police station, and
proximity to a candidate’s
residence, among others.

By comparison, law
enforcement agencies had
identified 10,300 out of
42,149 centres as risky in the
2024 polls.

The meeting also
discussed the need for inter
coordination among the
forces to ensure the safety of
polling officers, voters, and
election-related personnel.

“There may be a risk of
attacks on various political
parties, occupation  of
centres, snatching of
ballots, forced voting, and
obstruction  of  polling
officers in carrying out their
duties,” the minutes noted.

Preparations have been
made for the deployment
of 90,000 to 100,000 army
personnel for election duties
across the country. The
force is likely to be deployed
for eight days -- three days
before the election, on the
election day, and four days
after polling.

“The army may be allowed
to enter polling stations
to protect polling officials
and  election  materials
as neceded. Operations (0
recover illegal weapons may
continue. The army may
also use drones for election

work,” the minutes stated.

The meeting further
discussed necessary security
measures to hold free, fair,
and violence-free polls.

“Effective  steps must
be taken to recover illegal
weapons, arrest identified
and listed extremists, set up
checkpoints, and conduct
random checks after the
schedule is announced,” the
minutes read.

It was also discussed that,
if necessary, borders and
seaports could be sealed.

After detailed
discussions, it was decided
that recommendations and
proposals on law and order
and related issues must be
submitted in writing to the
Election Commission.

The forces are also
required to submit a
security and deployment

plan after risk assessment,
dividing the country into
red, yellow, and green zones.

“If the referendum is held,
there may be changes in the
plans and preparations.
Mental preparedness should
be maintained to coordinate
the matter,” the minutes
noted.

The meeting highlighted
the need o prevent
cyberbullying against
women and minorities. It
also warned that cloning
human data or character
assassination could occur
during the polls, and
preparations must be made
(o address these risks.

Finally, the meeting
emphasised the importance
of accurate information to
combat misinformation.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Local Government Engineering Department
Office of the Upazila Engineer
Sunamganj Sadar, Sunamganj.
www.lged.gov.bd

Memo No. 46,02 9089 000.07.003.22-290

e-Tender Notice No. 02/2025-26
e-Tender Notice (Open Tendering Method)

Date : 09.11.2025

e-Tender is invited in the e-GP portal (http://www eprocure.gov.bd) for the

Tender Package No. Name of work Date and Date and
ID No. time of time of
receiving opening

Construction of

additional class room

e-Tender/PEDP4/ [Moinpur Govt.

24-Nov-2025|24-Nov-2025

SN/ S/ 75.
1168248 |SUN/ SAD/2025 13:00 13:00

2026 /W2-03905

Primary School under
PEDP4 at Sunamganj
Sadar upazila,
District-Sunamgan)

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP portal and
no offline/hard copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP System (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd)
is for more details please contact support desk contact numbers.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System
portal have to be deposited online through any registered bank’s branches up to time
specified in online Notice)

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP portal and e-
GP help desk ve.sunamganj-s(@lged.gov.bd or call to +88-02996600995

Interested person can be communicate with the undersigned during office hours,

(Anwar Hussain)
Upazila Engineer
Tel : 02996600995

GD-2376 E-mail: ue.sunamganj-si@lged.gov.bd

18 injured as BNP

factions clash over
nomination

FROM PAGE 12

there were no injury marks
on Abid’s body and that he
was suspected to have died
of a heart attack.

Police said chairs were
vandalised at the event
venue, leaving at least eight
people injured from both
sides. The Daily Star could
not reach the two BNP
leaders for comments.

In Cumilla’s Laksham
uparzila, at least 10 people
were injured in a clash
between supporters of
BNP-nominated candidate
Abul Kalam and those
of Samira Azim Dola,
daughter of former
lawmaker Anwarul Azim.

Witnesses  said  the
groups confronted each
other in Chandgaon village
during electioneering, and
an altercation soon turned
into a chase and counter

chase.

Dola and local BNP
leader Abdur Rahman
Badal were among the
injured, said Nazneen
Sultana, officer-in-charge

of Laksham Police Station,

quoting UNB.
Elsewhere, internal
tensions flared  across

several districts over party
nominations:

In Madaripur,
supporters of BNP leader
Kamal Zaman, whose

nomination was suspended
on November 4, held a
procession on the Dhaka-
Bhanga Expressway
demanding reinstatement
of his candidacy.

In Brahmanbaria,
activists formed a human
chain  demanding the
replacement  of  party
nominee Abdul Mannan.

In Gaibandha,
authorities imposed
Section 144  restricting

Internal tensions
flare across several
districts over party

nominations

gatherings, as rival BNP
factions led by nominee

Faruk Alam and leader
Nahiduzzaman Nishat
came face to face.

In Cox’s Bazar,

supporters of BNP leader
Mohammad Abdullah
brought out a torch
procession protesting the
nomination of Shahjahan

Chowdhury.
In  Chapainawabganj,
supporters of Syed

Shaheen Shawakat blocked
the Shibganj-Sona Masjid
road, demanding  his
nomination.

[Our correspondent in
Mymensingh contributed
to this report|
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Hold to account those
behind airport fire

Probe report shows how negligence,

rule violations caused it

An official probe into the devastating October 18 fire at Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport’s import cargo complex has
found that unsafe storage practices and a lack of fire protection
systems were responsible for the blaze. Improper storage
of products such as laptops and mobile phones containing
lithium-ion batteries, classified as “dangerous goods,” has also
been cited as a major cause. The airport, moreover, did not
have the necessary demolition equipment to tear down the
walls of the courier building’s corrugated tin structure, where
the fire is thought to have started. It was only when the Fire
Service arrived with bulldozers that the source of the fire could
be reached. There were also no fire hydrants near the complex,
forcing firefighters to fetch water from distant points.

The investigation by Biman Bangladesh Airlines, the
ground handler of the cargo complex, also found that the
International Air Express Association of Bangladesh (IAEAB),
which had previously subleased the area from the Civil
Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB), exposed the area
to severe fire risk by constructing a tin-shed courier facility
inside, in violation of the rules. CAAB’s negligence, therefore,
must be held to account. Despite a letter from Biman in
January 2024 warning that the cargo complex was half the
required size, leading to delays in customs clearance and
cargo build-up, nothing was done.

The probe report further found that the fire spread over
piles of uncleared cargo blocking the roads, making it
difficult for fire trucks to pass through. Biman is required to
list uncleared cargo after 21 days and hand it over to customs
for auction—none of which was done on time, leading to the
pile-up. In January this year, a committee had recommended
that all “dangerous goods” cargo should be relocated to an
unused barrack on the north side of the airport complex.
This, obviously, was not followed through. The level of
mismanagement and negligence evident in this scenario is
quite shocking. Just think: in 2011, Biman had notified the
airport’s then director that the cargo village and complex
lacked a permanent fire suppression system, warning that
delays could destroy goods worth thousands of crores. And
it finally did.

CAAB must acknowledge and address the serious gaps
in the airport’s fire safety measures. As recommended by
the investigators, lease agreements for the cargo complex
must clearly define each cargo stakeholder’s responsibilities
regarding fire safety. Automatic fire detection and fire
suppression systems must be installed across all warehouses,
cargo sheds, and service buildings. Goods classified as
“dangerous” must be stored separately in areas far away from
regular cargo. Most of all, CAAB, Biman and all relevant entities
handling cargo must work in coordination—and with extreme
efficiency—when it comes to maintaining safety protocols.

Investigate the drug
cases seriously

Procedural errors, absence of witnesses

remain major legal barriers

It is quite concerning that 59 percent of drug-related cases
in Bangladesh cannot be proven in court. The daily Prothom
Alo analysed the verdicts of 500 drug cases resolved across 26
districts, including Dhaka, between January 2021 and June
2025, and found that in 296 cases all the accused were acquitted,
while convictions were made in only 204 cases. The review also
revealed that investigations in such cases rarely went beyond
the primarily arrested individuals. No new information was
uncovered beyond initial reports, and charge sheets contained
no details about any patrons, protectors, or financiers, leaving
main offenders beyond law enforcement’s reach. This is deeply
alarming.

In short, the Prothom Alo investigation has found 16 major
shortcomings preventing drug-related crimes from being proven
in court. These include faulty FIRs, weak investigations, lack of
witnesses, inaccurate seizure lists, contradictory statements by
law enforcement officers, questionable chemical test reports,
failure of the complainant or investigating officer to testify,
other procedural errors, and negligence by both investigators
and the prosecution.

In 237 of the 296 acquitted drug cases, the absence or
unreliability of neutral witnesses was a key reason, while flaws
in searches, FIRs, and investigations contributed to 48 more
acquittals. Investigating officers failed to testify in 126 cases,
complainants in 79, and in 66 cases, neither appeared in court.
The problems are further highlighted in a research report by
the Department of Criminology and Police Science at Mawlana
Bhashani Science and Technology University that found that in
five drug-related cases in Sylhet, a single police informant was
repeatedly used as a witness, merely signing seizure documents
when called. Moreover, chemical testing, crucial for verifying the
substance and determining punishments, was mishandled in 23
cases, leading to full acquittals. These patterns reveal systemic
negligence and malpractice in investigations and prosecutions.

In 2020, both the Police Headquarters and the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) issued directives instructing officers
to identify full drug networks and trace money flows in drug
seizure cases. However, an analysis of 20 DMP case reports by
Prothom Alo found that these directives were not followed.
Investigators only charged the carriers, without uncovering the
sources, destinations, or wider networks involved.

Clearly, the current police/legal approach to dealing
with drug cases is deeply flawed, focusing only on low-level
offenders and ignoring the main networks. If the success of
law enforcement operations is measured by the quantity of
drugs seized and the number of cases filed, rather than the
effectiveness of targeting the entire drug trafficking network,
nothing will change. Only through rigorous, well-supervised
investigations, active prosecution, and a strong governmental
commitment to enforce the law can we hope (o stop the spread
of drugs and bring the kingpins of the trade (o justice.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

China’s World Trade Organisation membership approved
On this day in 2001, after 15 years of negotiations, China’s
membership in World Trade Organisation was approved.

Is the July charter drive
losing its way?

WINKERS AWEIGH!

Tanim Ahmed
is digital editor at The Daily Star.

TANIM AHMED

It is customary for a pilot to plot a
plane’s flight path long before it takes
off. In fact, this is essential for the
sake of ensuring safety, efliciency,
and airspace coordination. Only then
can it be determined if the aeroplane
has veered off course, or whether
something has gone wrong. Through
this exercise, the pilot also knows
when and how the plane is supposed
to land before it takes off. This advance
planning—charting the full course
of an operation or undertaking—has
obvious benefits. Yet this is precisely
what seems absent from the interim
government’'s attempt to arrive at a
consensus on the implementation of
the July National Charter.

The government’s latest gambit (or
more of a stopgap measure)—urging
the political parties to sit among
themselves and reach a consensus,
preferably within a week—has not
worked. That suggestive one-week
deadline expires today with no
headway. The message from the BNP is
quite clear: the party will not respond
to an invitation from Jamaat-e-Islami
for talks. It insists that the call has to
come from the government. This stance
indicates that the largest political
player in present-day Bangladesh
was not quite aligned with the idea
of parties discussing issues among
themselves. If anything, Salahuddin
Ahmed, the BNP policymaker who
has been representing the party in
the negotiations held by the National
Consensus Commission, said his party
would rather have the government
stand in as referee, and that it would
be open to discussions initiated by
the chief adviser. Salahuddin also
dismissed the deadline, saying the
government was in no position to put
this kind of pressure on the parties.

In other words, when Law Adviser
Asif Nazrul announced last week that
the government expected the parties
to sit among themselves and arrive at
a consensus within a week, he and the
council of advisers had probably not
plotted the flight path, and likely not

for the first time. On Sunday, however,
following Salahuddin’s remarks, he
dismissed them as a negotiating tactic
to put pressure on political opponents.
That the interim government did not
clearly think through the initiative to
secure a political consensus on the July
charter has been evident since the day
of its signing, when, to the surprise of
many, the National Citizen Party (NCP)
natural heir to the July uprising—
refused to sign the charter. Being the
most visible and notable stakeholder
of that uprising, the NCP’s refusal was
quite telling. They said that there was
no concrete plan or mechanism to
make the charter’s proposals binding
upon the next government, which was
their main point of contention. The
BNP and Jamaat, on the other hand,
differed over when the referendum
would be held.
Tomakemattersfurthercomplicated,
the consensus commission proposed
that the referendum be held with a

single question covering dozens of
constitutional reforms that many
parties had disagreed with during
the months-long discussion at the
commission. This likely puts months
of hard work at risk if, by any chance,
the question mark over the referendum
continues to loom.

More notably, however, the law
adviser’s announcement had come

e =y # || - July National
S g Charter 2025

demands are understandable; some
are quite unreasonable and rather
disruptive. On the other hand, given
the BNP’s notes of dissent on some key
elements of the July charter, Jamaat is
clearly not ready to leave it up to the
former’s discretion when (or if) they
form the next government.

Clearly, at this point, there is a need
for a strong voice of a referee, one that

after months of discussion at the
consensus commission, which
implicitly admits the failure to arrive
at a functional agreement—something
that the government must have known
but chose to brush under the carpet to
be able to go through with the grand
ceremony of signing the charter before
the nation.

The seven-day deadline move, which
came amid a raging dispute between
the two political camps led by BNP
and Jamaat, also smacks of an attempt
to pass the buck. The government
clearly did not want to be seen as the
one “holding the pillow”. That attempt
has now been dashed, with the BNP
snubbing Jamaat’s invitation to talk.

In the meantime, Jamaat has
threatened street protests demanding
the referendum be held before the
election, as well as proportional
representation in both houses of
parliament and an implementation
order for the July charter. Some of its

VISUAL: ANWAR SOHEL

prevails over the bickering sides and
calms the nerves. Jamaat needs to be
dissuaded from its street campaign,
BNP from its stance against diluting the
reforms, and the NCP from its fixation
on a binding instrument signed by the
chief adviser (and not the president).
That strong voice has to come from
the interim government, which is
something it has pointedly shirked. In
fact, it has changed its stance almost
every time it has been faced with such
resistance.

With the one-week deadline now
over, the government has yet to point to
anew direction in the protracted drama
over the July charter implementation.
So, to return (o our initial analogy, the
aircraft is still flying, but the pilot has
yet to chart a flight path. For us citizens,
there is still no indication of when or
where the aircraft will touch down.
What may be even more worrying is
that the pilot does not seem to be too
bothered by it.

Do Jahanara’s allegations really
surprise us?

Naziba Basher
is a journalist at The Daily Star.

NAZIBA BASHER

When former Bangladesh women'’s
cricket team captain Jahanara
Alam came forward with explosive
allegations of sexual harassment
against team selector and manager
Manjurul Islam, and Ilate Towhid
Mahmud, former in-charge of the
Bangladesh Cricket Board’s (BCB's)
women’s department, the larger
question was not who did what, but
rather: was anyone shocked that this
could happen to sportswomen in
Bangladesh at all?

Across  our  streets, homes,
workplaces, and schools, we have
long lived with the fact that sexual
harassment is rampant. Women
silently endure, suppress, and fear the
cost of speaking out.

So, when women step into a male-
dominated arena like sports, where
officials, selectors and administrators
are overwhelmingly men, the odds
are stacked against them. Jahanara’s
revelation is not an outlier; it may be
the predictable outcome of a system
built on male privilege, unchecked
power and a culture of silence.

The pacer alleges that during
the 2022 Women’s World Cup, she
endured indecent proposals and
inappropriate physical contact. She
says she raised the issue in a letter to
BCB CEO Nizamuddin Chowdhury that
very year—and nothing meaningful
happened. The question of why we
are hearing this story only now should
alarm us. It is sad, yet predictable,

The investigation must not merely
be a perfunctory internal exercise. If
it is handled this time as business as
usual-—closed doors, quiet deals, no
accountability—future  sportswomen
will say: “I'm not staying, 'm not
risking it.” This is why an independent,
external investigation becomes
essential.

When a female athlete alleges
harassment at the hands of those who

s ——

FILE PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

‘Jahanara’s revelation is not an outlier; it may be the predictable outcome of
a system built on male privilege, unchecked power and a culture of silence.

that female players feel compelled to
suppress their voices, fearing their
careers, livelihoods, and even their
places on the team can be in jeopardy.

It is within the reach of BCB to act.
The board has formed a committee to
investigate the allegations and given it
15 working days to report its findings.
But given the board’s past and present
reputation for being complicit in or
slow to act on serious complaints, the
trust deficit looms large.

evaluate her, select her, reward her,
the usual chain of command cannot
remain the only mechanism for justice.
As sports commentator and former
cricketer Tamim Igbal has said, this
needs a probe “with no one from the
BCB involved.”

This is not about punishing one
person or doing minimal damage
control: it is about preserving
the integrity of women’s sport in
Bangladesh. Why should we care?
Because this is not just Jahanara’s

problem; it is the next generation’s
problem.

If girls see the national team as a
place where talent, grit and ambition
can be crushed by misconduct and
silence, they might never step in, and
we will lose future sportswomen. We
will lose the equity that sport could
symbolise in a society striving for
gender justice.

To avoid that outcome, we must
insist on four things: one, full
transparency in the inquiry process
specifically, who is on the committee,
how evidence is gathered, and how
victims are protected. Two, protection
and support for those who spoke
out—they should not be isolated,
punished, or sidelined. Three, systemic
reforms in the BCB and sporting
bodies: mandatory safe-sport policy,
an independent ombudsman, regular
training, and reporting mechanisms
are necessary. Four, government
oversight—because when self-
regulation fails, as it so often does, this
becomes a public interest matter.

The question is not merely whether
someone will pay for past wrongdoing.
The question is whether we allow a
culture in which female athletes enter
hostile terrain, are asked to perform
while vulnerable, and disbelieved when
they speak.

If the answer is silence, then vyes,
we knew this would happen, and we
did nothing. And if we do nothing, we
lose more than one athlete; we lose
trust, we lose ambition, we degrade
sport into yet another arena of male
dominance.

Maybe we are shocked by the name,
the sport, the profile. But not by the
pattern. And therein lies our collective
failure. This moment must become a
turning point. Sport in Bangladesh
deserves better, women athletes
deserve better, and we owe it to the
next generation to make sure this is
the end of an era, not a continuation.
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Can Mamdani deliver on the issues

that secured his win?

AN OPEN DIALOGUE

Dr Abdullah Shibli

is an economist working at a non-profit fiscal
intermediary. He previously worked for the World Bank
and Harvard University.

ABDULLAH SHIBLI

The mayoral election in New York City
(NYC) generated global interest because
the frontrunner was Zohran Mamdani,
a relatively unknown politician who
campaigned on a socialist platform, focused
on “bread-and-butter issues” and promised
many economic benefits to improve the
lives of the city’s average denizens. On the
election day, November 4, Mamdani beat
a well-known politician, Andrew Cuomo,
who had the backing of President Trump
and Republicans, to become the first Asian
American mayor of NYC.

What is the significance of Mamdani’s
victory? First and foremost, the lesson I take is
that democracy is a powerful force and, once
in a while, needs to be tested. Mamdani’s
ability to claim the mayoralty is evidence that,
regardless of what we hear otherwise, the
popular vote counts.

Secondly, a grassroots campaign for an
electoral office by a group of energetic and
dedicated supporters can beat the odds and
overpower any vested interest. Mamdani
was characterised by some quarters as a
communist, antisemitic, unqualified, and a
liar. But the voters of New York knew better.
Cuomo, who was the Governor of New York
State, expressed scepticism that Mamdani
would not be able to execute his ideas.
“You know, the pattern is politicians talk a
lot, promise a lot, get into office, nothing
happens, right?” Cuomo said.

Thirdly, The Economist rightly identifies
New York as “the country’s most enduring
symbol of two American ideals, pluralism and
opportunity.” The election of a young mayor
with little administrative experience reaffirms
the country’s enduring faith in innovative
ideas and its nurturing environment for
talented individuals.

Fourthly, this was the first election since
Trump took office in January that provided
an opportunity to gauge voters’ current

political mood. It would be premature to
say that the election results confirm that
Trump’s extreme policies are unpopular.
However, NYC has often set the political,
cultural, and financial course of the country.
Both Republicans and Democrats, the two
dominant parties, had their eyes on NYC to
provide clues before preparing for the mid
term elections next year.

Overall, Mamdani’s victory can be
attributed to a combination of strategic
campaigning, effective = communication,
and the political landscape that favoured a
change from traditional candidates. Zohran
Kwame Mamdani, born in Kampala, Uganda,
to Indian-American filmmaker Mira Nair
and Ugandan scholar Mahmood Mamdani
of Gujarati descent, managed to marshal
grassroots support from a multicultural,
diverse community, including Black and
Hispanic minorities and immigrants from
South Asia.

Before his mayoral candidacy, he was a
social activist. He served for four years as a
member of the New York state legislature
from the 36th district, representing the
Queens neighbourhood of Astoria. As a

The rise of Mamdani
electrified the large
immigrant communities
living in and around NYC.
For many struggling with
the high cost of living in

the New York metropolitan
area, the rags to riches story
of Mamdani has offered a
renewed sense of hope and
a glimmer of a future that
will bring them closer to the
American dream.

socialist, he gained the support of a left-
leaning organisation named “Desis Rising
Up & Moving (DRUM),” a multi-generational
organisation of South Asian immigrants in
NYC espousing social and economic justice.
He promised higher minimum wages, [ree
childcare, rent control, and free bus service.
The rise of Mamdani electrified the large
immigrant communities living in and around
NYC. For many struggling with the high
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cost of living in the New York metropolitan
area, the “Rags to Riches” story of Mamdani
has offered a renewed sense of hope and
a glimmer of a future that will bring them
closer to the American dream. Polls largely
underestimated Zohran Mamdani’s support
in the Democratic primary for the New
York City mayor, but he emerged as the
party’s candidate after winning 56 percent
of the vote. His overwhelming victory on
November 4 capped the year-long effort to
mobilise the South Asian community and the
underprivileged segments of the megacity.
Mamdani’s election came at a critical

time for the underclass in the US. The federal
government crisis is in its sixth week, and the
Trump administration is carrying on with its
cuts in various sectors and rounding up of
undocumented immigrants. The country is
reeling from the longest government shutdown
in history. Mamdani’s election reignited the
dormant Democrats and offered the majority
a chance to claim political power. The results
of the NYC and gubernatorial elections in New

Jersey and Virginia should give Republicans a
nudge to reconsider the tactics they have been
following over the last year.

As the new mayor takes office in January,
he will have a tough uphill battle in order to
deliver on his promises and to stay clear of
the federal government’s wrath. President
Trump had previously warned that if Zohran
Mamdani were to win, it would be “highly
unlikely” that the city would receive federal
funding beyond a bare minimum.

The new administration will need the
commitment of both the New York Governor
and the assembly to get the funding and

resources for the free bus, free day care, and
free food programmes promised by Mamdani.
“Implementing his vision will demand far
more than pious intentions; it will require
sustained support and cooperation from
diverse political stakeholders, including those
in Albany,” veteran journalist Hasan Ferdous,
who now lives in New York wrote to me in a
private communication.

The newly elected mayor will also face

Mamdani’s
administration
will need the
commitment
of both the
New York
governor and
the assembly
to get the
funding and
resources for
the free bus,
free day care,
and free food
programmes.
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some tough opposition from the business
community. To quote Sudesh Chohan, a small
business owner from Flushing, Queens, from
an article in The New York Times, “I've been
working hard for 45 years. I don’t want my tax
dollars going to someone who can work but
chooses not to.”

Therefore, Mamdani’s victory, while
a reaffirmation of faith in participatory
democracy and the power of collective action,
is not the ultimate test for progressive ideals.
Rather, as he takes oflice, his ability to deliver
on his promises will be closely watched—not
just in New York, but around the world.

Remembering Roushan Jahan:
My sister, teacher, comrade

Rounaq Jahan

is a political scientist, feminist author and
distinguished fellow at the Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD).

ROUNAQ JAHAN

Roushan Jahan, one of the
pioneer researchers on women’s
empowerment, passed away on

Tuesday, November 4, 2025. She was
my sister, four years older than me,
and the firstborn amongst six siblings.
She was a born teacher, and when I was
growing up, I completely relied on her
(o give answers (o all my questions on
any subject! My younger brother Kabir
and I had problems pronouncing
some Bangla syllables when we were
children. Though she was barely eight
or nine herself, Roushan managed
to teach us how to move our tongue
to pronounce correctly. Later in life,
Roushan and I shared a common
passion for doing research and writing
on women’s empowerment.

She was an exceptionally bright
student, curious to read everything
from the age of four. Roushan
was especially fond of literature.
She was articulate, made friends
easily, and her teachers in school,
college and university recognised
and appreciated her many talents.
Though I was four years younger,
and she could have easily chosen to
spend time with friends of her own
age group, she devoted an enormous
amount of time to me, telling me
stories, playing with me, and teaching
me Bangla and English grammar and
literature. We were inseparable as
children and all through our school
and college years till she left for her
higher studies in English literature
at the University of Chicago on a
Fulbright scholarship in 1961.

Roushan not only excelled in her
studies. She participated in school
theatres and learnt music from
Ustad Ayet Ali Khan in Cumilla.
She was interested in films and
sports. I remember, when Calcutta
Mohammedan Sporting Club came
to Dhaka to play football, Roushan

and [ went to the stadium to watch the
game, only two girls in a sea of men!
She was quite fearless in taking these
bold decisions.

Roushan was a favourite student of
both Dr Syed Sajjad Hussain and Dr
Khan Sarwar Murshid in the English
Department at Dhaka University (DU),
which was quite an achievement! After
passing her MA in English literature,
she taught briefly at Eden College and
then joined the teaching faculty of the
English Department at DU.

Roushan Jahan (1940-2025)

At the University of Chicago,
again, she was a favourite student
of Professor Edward C. Dimock. She
helped him in his translation work and
taught Bangla to US students, many
of whom still remember her fondly.
At age 92, Professor Ralph Nicholas,
also from the University of Chicago,
remains grateful to Roushan for
teaching him Bangla. The recordings
of her teaching were used for years
at the university. At Chicago, she
also met Muzaffar Ahmed, who was
then a PhD student in the economics
department. They later got married
when Roushan returned to Dhaka in
1966. I missed her wedding because

I was doing my PhD at Harvard
University during that time.

Roushan never got back to her
teaching career at DU after marriage.
I always considered this a great loss
to the nation because she could have
produced so many great scholars in
both English and Bangla literatures
and linguistics. She had a special skill
in teaching people. Generations of
students were deprived of learning
from a great teacher!

However, when 1 started my own
initiative of doing research on women
in 1973 and requested her to join our
study group, which used to meet
once a week at our house, she readily
agreed. I wrote my first article on
“Women in Bangladesh” in English
in 1973 and Roushan translated it
into Bangla for wider dissemination.
Ahmed Sofa organised a large lecture
at DU, where I presented my article
in Bangla. Razia Khan Amin and
Suraiya Khanam were the other two
discussants. Many young people
participated in the lecture.

In 1975, we registered our study
group as an NGO titled “Women
for Women,” and published a book
with the same title, where Roushan
contributed an article “Women in
Bangla Literature.” She later became
the president of Women for Women
and kept this voluntary organisation
alive for the next two decades
through her research and writings.
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s,
she did pioneering research on many
issues and published many books.
Though astudent of literature, she did
research and wrote on wide-ranging
subjects such as education, health,
human rights, environment, politics,
workers’ conditions and violence
against women. Her noteworthy
publications include Hidden
Danger, where she presented data
on domestic violence, and No Better
Options, co-authored with Hameeda
Hossain and Salma Sobhan, where
she analysed the working conditions
of women industrial workers, based
on findings of survey research. Both
were pioneering research studies.
Her most famous work was an
edited version of Rokeya Sakhawat
Hossain’s Sultana’s Dream, which
was published by the Feminist Press

in New York and was widely used as
a textbook in women and gender
studies courses in US universities.
The book is still much in demand.
She translated into English parts of
Rokeya’s Oborodh Bashini and also
Ahmed Sofa’s Onkar.

In addition to research and writing,
Roushan was actively involved with
other women’s and civil society
organisations such as Bangladesh
Mahila Parishad, Ain o Salish Kendra,
Campaign for Popular Education
(CAMPE), Education Watch and
Bangla-German Shampriti (BGS). She
worked on a voluntary basis in all
these organisations for decades with
commitment and dedication. She was
always a behind-the-scene worker,
never trying o promote herselfl as a
leader. She wrote or edited the reports

of many of these organisations.

Roushan also actively participated
in many regional and international
conferences. We both attended
the UN Women’s Conference in
Nairobi in 1985, and we three sisters
Roushan, Nilufar and I attended
the fourth UN Women’s Conference
in Beijing in 1995. Roushan and
Nilufar were not only my sisters, but
we all became comrades fighting
a common cause. Now, Roushan’s
daughter Sohela Nazneen has joined
the same good fight.

Roushan and my close bonding
might have come as a surprise
to many, as we had very different
personalities. Roushan was a truly
kind and humble person, never
hurting anybody, never pushing
herself forward, almost a saint like

figure. I was the total opposite! But
we never quarrelled, largely because
Roushan was always so very loving and
forgiving. She has left a void in my life
that will never be filled. I will miss her
every day of my remaining days, but
will always rejoice remembering our
happy memories together, walking
in the garden where Roushan could
identify every tree and flower, looking
at the stars as she named them all,
reading a book or a poem where she
could recite every line, or listening to
a song where she could sing along.
She enjoyed the simple things of life.
She was my first teacher, who opened
my eyes to the wide vista of a world
beyond me. I thank my lucky stars
that such an exceptional human
being appeared in my life and kept
me company for so many years.
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Mira Nair’s
women

remind us that
representation,
atits best,

is not about
showing
women who
break every
rule, but
women who live
despite them.

VISUAL:

What freedom looks like in
MIRA NAIR’S FILMS

Mira Nair’s women have always been unapologetically alive. They weep, desire, plot, and
stumble with a self-awareness that makes them diflicult to contain. Across her decades-
long filmography, they have refused to be flattened into symbols of virtue or rebellion;
they are flawed, defiant, tender, and human. In an industry often content to either
idolise or invisibilise women, Nair carved a cinematic language that neither glorifies nor
redeems them. She allows them to take up space, to be complicated, to have appetites.

PaglioH. THABITION

From her -earliest works like
Salaam Bombay! to Monsoon
Wedding and The Namesake,
Nair’s lens has remained steady
in its gaze —curious but not
judgmental, intimate but not
invasive. She does not extract
stories from her women, rather
builds worlds around them. What
distinguishes her filmmaking
is not only the diversity of
her female characters but the
deliberate act of giving them
narrative authority. They do
not exist as extensions of men’s
stories; men, if anything, often
orbit around theirs.

Monsoon Wedding is perhaps
her most beloved and emblematic

i T i

chaos of a Punjabi wedding, Nair
constructs a world brimming
with sensory overload and,
within it, the emotional storms
of women negotiating tradition,
trauma, and autonomy. The
ensemble cast allows multiple
female perspectives to coexist
without collapsing into cliché.
Then there’s Ria, the
protagonist’s  cousin, whose
narrative unravels one of Nair’s
most courageous treatments of
women’s pain—the revelation of
childhood sexual abuse within
the family. Nair frames Ria’s
silence with mastery, letting her
story emerge through stillness.
When Ria finally speaks out, the
camera does not sensationalise
her trauma. In this cinematic

generations of South Asian
women have been denied: the
right to define their own pain
without apology.

This refusal to tidy up the
complexities of womanhood
runs through all her work. In
Mississippi Masala, Demetrius
and Mina’s interracial romance
unfolds against the backdrop of
displacement and prejudice, but
Nair ensures that Mina’s choices
remain central. She is neither
fetishised nor tokenised; her
relationship with Demetrius is
portrayed not as rebellion for its
own sake, but as a genuine, self-
willed connection. For Nair, love
is an act of agency, particularly
for women taught that love must
be earned through obedience.

In The Namesake, based
on Jhumpa Lahiri’'s novel,
Nair’s interpretation of Ashima

is among her most tender
portrayals.  Ashima  begins
as a young Bengali woman

uprooted into an alien American
landscape, her life dissolving into
the routines of immigration and
motherhood. Yet Nair transforms
what could have been a story
of loss into one of gradual self-
realisation. Ashima’s world is
built around others, but through
subtle gestures, Nair reveals her
transformation. In one striking
moment, Ashima, years after
her husband’s death, decides
to stay back in America rather
than return to Kolkata. It is a
mature act of self-possession;
a recognition that home is not
a place but a state of becoming.

female subjectivity with such
empathy and respect for quiet
courage.

What makes her representation
of women radical is her
understanding that liberation is
rarely cinematic; it is domestic,
gradual, negotiated. Her heroines
do not always win; they survive.
They do not topple systems; they
navigate them. Stylistically, her
filmmaking complements this
ethos. She frames women as part
of ecosystems, the camera lingers
on female collectives: women
laughing in Kkitchens, crying
in bedrooms, sharing glances
across crowded rooms. Her visual
language rejects the male gaze by
dissolving it; by allowing women
to look, to be seen, and to look
back.

Across  her films, Nair
builds a counter-narrative to
dominant tropes of South Asian
womanhood. Her protagonists
are rarely saints or martyrs;
they are full-bodied, full-voiced
women negotiating patriarchy,
capitalism, and diaspora with wit
and willpower. Even when they
falter, they remain the narrators
of their own stories. In this sense,
Nair’s cinema is democratic.
She allows her characters to be
specific, textured, and fallible.
In a time when global cinema
often tokenises diversity through
representation without context,
Nair insists on complexity over
visibility. Her women remind us
that representation, at its best, is
not about showing women who
break every rule, but women who

Hoichoi to stream
‘Putul Nacher Itikotha’
from this November

After touring international festivals and
releasing in Indian theatres on August |1,
Suman Mukhopadhyay’s adaptation of Manik
Bandyopadhyay’s classic Putul Nacher Itikotha
is set to stream on Hoichoi from November 14.

The film features Jaya Ahsan as Kusum
alongside Abir Chatterjee and Parambrata
Chatterjee, with the story reimagined in the late
1930s and early 1940s. Critics praised Jaya and
Abir’s compelling on-screen chemistry during its
theatrical run.

Expressing her joy, Jaya said she hopes
Bangladeshi audiences will embrace the film, as
Manik Bandyopadhyay’s work “belongs to both
sides of Bengal.” Meanwhile, her Bangladesh-Iran
co-production Fereshteh, directed by Morteza
Atashzamzam, premiered on Bongo on November
2 following its September 19 cinema release.

‘Monkey Trial’

Batighar brings its gripping 26th staging of
Monkey Trial, a sharp reimagining of the
Scopescase, where a school teacher’s lesson
on evolution ignites a moral battlefield. Sanjoy
Sarker Muktonil’s direction transforms history
into a fierce mirror, forcing audiences to confront
the cost of fear, faith, and suppressed truth.
Date: Monday | November 10, 2025
Time: 7:15pm onwards
Venue: Experimental Theatre Hall, BSA

ANIKA TAHSIN HAFSA

work. Set in Delhi amidst the

restraint,

Nair captures

what

Few filmmakers capture aging

live despite them.
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Trinamool, BJP clash over West Bengal
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Meanwhile, the ECI has repeatedly
assured that no eligible voter will
be excluded if they can provide the
required documents.

Between October 31 and November
3, the BSF apprehended 89 people,
stating them to be Bangladeshis
staying illegally in India, for trying
to illegally cross over to Bangladesh
through West Bengal’s Basirhat
border following the announcement
of the SIR.

The TMC has announced street
agitations across the state and
attacked both the BJP and the ECI on
the SIR issue.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her nephew
and the party’s second-in-command,
Abhishek Banerjee, led the street
march in Kolkata last week, accusing
the BJP and ECI of turning the SIR into
a political tool for a “silent, invisible
rigging” ahead of the assembly polls.

The TMC has been walking on
thin ice. It does not want to give any
impression of being a stumbling
block in the preparation of an error-
free voters’ list. At the same time, it
warned against a single eligible voter
being deleted from West Bengal’s
rolls during the revision process.

Abhishek Banerjee alleged the BJP
and the ECI were “colluding to erase
voters from opposition-ruled states”
while sparing the ones governed by
the saffron party.

The TMC is visibly concerned about
the potential exclusion of Muslim
voters from the electoral roll. This
voter segment has formed the party’s
core support base since 2011 -- just as
it had been for the Left Front during
its 34-year rule from 1977 to 2011.

So it's no wonder Mamata
Banerjee has gone hammer and tongs
on the SIR issue, accusing the BJP
of “playing with fire” in the name
of “purilying” the electoral roll and
warning that any attempt to tamper
with the voter list would amount to a
“betrayal of democracy”.

On the other hand, the BJP
accused her of threatening violence
over electoral roll revision.

Ironically, it is Mamata, as
Congress leader and later of the
TMC, who had often accused the Left
Front of manipulating voter lists by
drafting in Bangladeshis by helping
them secure Aadhar and ration cards.

However, the TMC is now desperate
to hold on to its Muslim vote base that

has shifted to it from the politically
weakened Left.

But concerns over SIR are not
just of Muslim voters alone. The
revision process has also caused
worries among Hindu voters from
West Bengal’s Matua community (the
Nama-Shudra Hindus who migrated
from what is now Bangladesh over
decades) in the North 24 Parganas
district bordering Bangladesh. Those
not on the 2002 voter list must
now furnish documents to prove
eligibility.

The Matuas are a decisive force in
determining the electoral outcome in
more than 40 assembly seats (out of
the total of 294 seats in West Bengal)
across the border districts of North 24
Parganas, Nadia, and parts of South
24 Parganas.

Matua-majority areas include the
Bongaon, Gaighata, Swarupnagar,
Ashoknagar, and Krishnanagar
assembly seats, where the BJP made
deep inroads in 2019 and 2021.

So it comes as no surprise that
TMC and BJP are locked in a fierce
battle to woo the support of the
Matuas.

India’s  federal minister and
Bongaon MP Shantanu Thakur, BJP’s
most prominent Matua face, sought
to reassure the community members,
saying, “There is no need to worry if
names of refugee Matuas are deleted.
They will get Indian citizenship under
the Citizenship Amendment Act of
December 2019.”

However, the statement has failed
to calm frayed nerves.

Shantanu’s aunt and TMC Rajya
Sabha lawmaker Mamata Bala
Thakur, who leads a rival faction of
the Matuas, fears that the names of
many Matuas will be deleted from
the voter roll, as they arrived after
2002 and do not have the necessary
documents.

There are concerns within the BJP
too.

The party’s legislator, Subrata
Thakur, Shantanu’s brother, said
those who arrived between 2002 and
2025 would not be able to produce
the required papers. If they apply for
Indian citizenship under the CAA,
they can appeal to retain their names,
though there is no guarantee, as the
EC is an autonomous body.

Subrata estimated that three to
four million refugees across the state
may qualify under the CAA, adding
that the government is proceeding

cautiously to ensure “genuine
victims of religious persecution (in
Bangladesh) get citizenship, not
infiltrators or Rohingyas misusing
the process.”

BJP’s Internal survey suggests
25-40 per cent of voters in assembly
segments under Bongaon and
Ranaghat Lok Sabha seats could be
affected if Matuas fail to link their
names to the 2002 rolls. In parts of
Krishnanagar and Ranaghat, where
Matua voters form nearly 60 per
cent of the population, leaders have
similar concerns.

BJP has launched an outreach
campaign, holding 1,000 CAA camps
across border districts, North 24
Parganas, Nadia, Cooch Behar and
Uttar Dinajpur. Party insiders point
out that these four districts alone
accounted for over half of the 77
assembly seats BJP won in 2021.

HC halts Ctg port

FROM PAGE 12

The CPA had increased port tariffs in
September -- the first such revision
since the early 1980s -- citing rising
operational and maintenance costs,
the need for modernisation, and
currency depreciation.

Under the new tariff schedule,
charges for vessel berthing, container
handling, storage, and other port
services were raised across various
categories.

The revision, which took effect
on October 15, drew sharp criticism
from shipping operators, freight
forwarders, and exporters, who
warned that the sudden hike would
raise logistics costs, squeeze profit
margins, and reduce Bangladesh’s
trade competitiveness, particularly in
export-oriented sectors.

Industry insiders said the higher
port charges could make Bangladeshi
exports less attractive in global
markets and increase import costs
for essential commodities, thereby
impacting overall supply chain
efficiency.

Bangladesh Container Shipping
Association  and the  BMILS
subsequently filed separate writ
petitions, arguing that the tariff
changes were made without adequate
stakeholder consultation and without
lawful authority.

Keywords: Chattogram Port, High
Court, Ctg port tariff hike, port
tariff hikeport charges, Bangladesh
Maritime Law Society, CPA, Ministry
of Shipping, writ petition, BCSA

Shortage ol contraceptives
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Fourth Health, Population and
Nutrition Sector Programme (HPNSP)
in June last year.

In addition, expansion works at
many hospitals, training programmes
for health workers and salaries for
health workers hired under the
programme were halted after the
interim government decided to scrap
the proposed Fifth HPNSP last year.

Like other ministries, the health
ministry previously implemented
its development activities through
multiple separate projects. However,
the large number of projects --
many of which were funded by
foreign donors -- created significant
coordination challenges.

To address the issue, the projects
were consolidated in 1998 into a five-
year initiative called the First HNPSP.

Projects of a similar nature were
grouped under specific operational
plans, such as primary healthcare,
hospital management, disease control,
maternal and child care, medical
education and family planning.

Over the past 27 years, the ministry
has implemented four sector-wide
programmes, with the Fourth HNPSP
--comprising 29 operational plans --
concluding in June last year.

However, the interim government
decided to move away from the

decade-old approach and planned
to integrate the sectoral programme
into the regular activities of health
authorities to improve coordination
and strengthen the basic health
infrastructure of the country.

It undertook a (wo-year exit
plan with four short-term projects
to address urgent issues such as
manpower, medicines, preventive
vaccines, emergency family
planning services, equipment and
maintenance, officials said.

But it took around a year to finalise
the projects, and during the time, the
government made some block allocation
to meet some emergency needs.

One of the projects set to be
placed today aims to implement the
unfinished activities of essential
family planning, maternal, child and
reproductive health services under
the completed Fourth HNPSP.

The project, with a cost of Tk
1,664 crore, will run from July
2025 to June next year. Of the total
allocation, Tk 947 crore will be spent
on procuring contraceptives, Tk 193
crore on medicines and Tk 54 crore
on equipment.

The situation has improved
following the earlier crisis in supply,
said Ashrafi Ahmad, director general
of the Directorate General of Family
Planning, the implementing agency

of the project.

There is sufficient stock to last
until the middle of January, she
said, adding that it usually takes
around four months to complete the
procurement process.

“We, however, hope the supply will
not be hampered once the project is
approved,” she added.

Another project aims to complete
the wunfinished tasks under five
operational plans, involving Tk 1,546
crore, to be implemented between
July this year and June 2026.

The project seeks to complete
pending works at 22 upazila-level
hospitals and various offices of the
health department, procure furniture
for the facilities and carry out other
related activities.

The third project focuses on
completing the unfinished tasks
of the Fourth HNPSP, linked to
the Directorate General of Medical
Education, the Directorate General
of Nursing and Midwifery and the
National Institute of Population
Research and Training.

This project, with an estimated
cost of Tk 212 crore and a deadline
of June 2026, will primarily allocate
funds for the training of medical
professionals and health workers,
procurement of medical equipment
and other related activities.

Theft rising amid lax security at HSIA cargo zone
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to walk out through the main gate
with the stolen goods in plain sight,
said the freight forwarder.

He alleged that surveillance in this
key area is extremely weak, and such
incidents occur regularly. Many victims,
he added, avoid filing complaints for fear
of further trouble from the organised
group operating there.

With help from a BAFFA
supervisor, he managed to recover six
of the nine stolen items.

Kabir Ahmed, immediate past
president of BAFFA, admitted that
thefts are frequent in the area.

“Theft in such a secured zone
should have been zero,” he said,
adding that surveillance and
monitoring must be improved.

“We have raised the issue with
the authorities many times, but little
action has been taken to punish the
criminals or enhance security,” he
said.

Faisal Samad, director of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA),

echoed him. “The export cargo area
is supposed to be highly secure, and
incidents of theft should not happen
there. But unfortunately, they do.
Goods sometimes go missing from
the import area too”.

However, Boshra Islam, general
manager (public relations) of Biman
Bangladesh  Airlines, denied the
allegations, claiming the export cargo
complex has proper security measures.

“This area is completely under
CCTV surveillance and monitored
by security personnel round the
clock. Therefore, there is no question
of theft,” she quoted ABM Nazmul
Huda, general manager (cargo) of
Biman, as saying.

She, however, said some parts of
the export cargo village are controlled
by the Bangladesh Freight Forwarders
Association, and incidents might
occur there.

Referring to the November 5
incident, she said Biman received a
complaint but later found the theft
had occurred in the area managed by
BAFFA.

Asked about preventive measures,
Boshra said, “The area under Biman’s
control is fully monitored by CCTV
and security personnel. If any
incident occurs, we take action after
analysing the CCTV footage.”

A top official of Biman’s cargo
section, requesting anonymity, said,
“Unless you visit the area yourself, you
won’t understand the real situation.
The front area of the export cargo
zone is controlled by the Freight
Forwarders Association, which is
responsible for its safety and security.
What can Biman do if items are lost
from their area? It’s not our concern
if anything goes missing or is stolen
from that zone.”

The use of HSIA has been rising
rapidly for air cargo export driven by
export growth.

The airport typically handles up
to 1,000 tonnes of dry cargo daily,
mostly garments, with volumes
peaking between October and
December. Exporters send nearly
2,500 tonnes of dry garment cargo a
month through this route.
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Legal notice served
on govl over river

lease in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The Bangladesh Environment Lawyers
Association (Bela) has issued a legal
notice on the government for leasing
out portions of rivers in the name of

“enclosed waterbody” in Pabna.

Advocate S Hasanul Banna, a Supreme
Court lawyer and counsel for Bela, issued
the notice to five secretaries, as well as
the chairman of Jatiya Nodi Rokkha
Commission, the director general of
the Department of Environment, Water
Development Board, and the deputy
among 13
government officials, on November 9.

The notice sought a halt to the leasing
process of 26 “enclosed waterbodies” in
Pabna, including six portions of rivers

commissioner of Pabna,

and canals.

Earlier on October 13, the Pabna
District Administration issued a notice
inviting bidders for leasing 26 “enclosed
waterbodies” covering over 20 acres for

fishing.

The Daily Star published a report on
November 2 under the headline “District
admin moves to lease out parts of rivers
again” after finding that the Pabna district
lease
portions of the Ichamati and Padma rivers.

administration was moving to

Students chat in their classrooms amid the ongoing work
stoppage by government primary school teachers across the

country, who are demanding that their pay scale be upgraded to
the 10th grade, inset. The photos were taken at Mohammadpur
Government Primary School and Lalmatia Government Primary
School in the capital yesterday.

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Tarek ends hunger strike
after BNP assurance

He was staging protest since Nov 4 for registration of Am Janatar Dal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

the Am Janatar Dal, ended his hunger
strike last night following assurances
from BNP Standing Committee
Member Salahuddin Ahmed.

Tarek broke his fast around
8:30pm in front of the main gate
of the Election Commission (EC)
building in Dhaka, where he had been
staging the protest since November 4.

Party activists later transported
him by ambulance to Gonoshasthaya
Hospital for medical care.

Salahuddin, who was present at
the scene, told Tarek, “You will file the
appeal tomorrow. Some offices will
be reformed in the meantime. Now,
you should end your hunger strike.”

Arif Billah, organisational
secretary of Am Janatar Dal, told
The Daily Star that Tarek had
been carrying out a hunger strike
demanding registration for his party
for 135 hours.

Around 1:45pm yesterday, Tarek
was seen lying on the pavement
outside the EC building with a
saline cannula in his right hand and
medical tapes on his left arm.

His protest has drawn both
admiration and concern from people.

Speaking to the crowd, Tarek
displayed party documents and
insisted that Amjanatar Dal had
fulfiled all requirements for
registration. “I won’t leave until we
get registration,” he said.

Around 2:00pm yesterday, Ishraq
Hossain, special assistant to the
BNP chairperson’s Foreign Affairs
Advisory Committee, visited Tarek
to show solidarity.

Farlier on November 5, the EC
sent a formal letter to Amjanatar Dal
explaining that while the information
regarding its central office was
accurate, the party failed to provide
proof of active offices in two of the
22 districts and in 67 of 100 upazilas.
Additionally, the party could not
verify at least 200 voter members in
the uparzila offices, the letter noted.

PHOTO: BNP’'S FACEBOOK PAGE

Asked whether the EC would
reconsider the party’s registration,
Senior Secretary Akhtar Ahmed
yesterday told journalists, “You
know the answer better than I do.
What can I'say?”

When informed that Tarek’s
hunger strike had exceeded 125
hours, he added, “Even if it's 522
hours, there’s nothing to do. Can the
EC gobeyond the rules?” Later in the
afternoon, the EC secretary said, “If
anyone feels aggrieved by a decision,
they can appeal to the commission
accordingly.”

FROM PAGE 3

Director of the Department
of Social Services Farid
Ahmed Mollah whether
there were any 24/7 rescue
services for children.

“Our online helpline 1098
is active 24/7 but is currently
limited to divisional cities.
We plan to expand it to all
districts and upazila levels,”
Farid Ahmed replied.

Jesmin  Akter  asked
why laws and regulations
protecting children’s rights
were not being properly
implemented.

Shaheen Anam, executive
director of Manusher Jonno
Foundation, said it was due
to a lack of accountability
among stakeholders,
disinterest among
government officials, and
ambiguities in existing laws.

“There is no process to
hold accountable those who
fail to perform their duties,”
she said, adding that no
child should sleep on the
streets as it is a violation of

human rights.

“It is inhuman and
unacceptable,” she
said, calling for more
government-run shelter

homes and drop-in centres.
Another LEEDO member,
Tahmina Akther, asked
how society could increase
empathy for street children.

Man beaten to
death in Sitakunda Kok, v

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

platform working for street
children’s education, said,
“It is society’s duty to work

bazar was beaten to death by unidentified assailants in
the Mirerhat area of Sitakunda upazila in Chattogram.

Belal Hossain, aged around 35, was found lying in a
pool of blood with severe head injuries, said locals.

They said Belal, who was intellectually disabled, had
long been targeted by miscreants whom he tried to
deter from committing crimes in the market.

Police and locals said Belal often acted as an “informal
night guard”, patrolling with the official watchmen and
shouting to ward oflf burglars and robbers.

The murder is believed to have occurred late
Saturday night or in the early hours of yesterday, said
Sitakunda Model Police Station OC Mujibur Rahman.

Locals discovered his body wrapped in a blanket on
the cemented floor on the southern side of the market.
Police said he had been struck with wooden logs while
asleep, leading to fatal head injuries.

“Belal stayed in the bazar at night and helped keep
watch,” a resident said. “We believe he was deliberately
Kkilled because he tried to stop the criminals.”

OC Mujibur Rahman said, “Initially, we suspect
Belal was murdered while he was asleep. The body was
sent for autopsy.”

Filing of a case was underway, he said, adding that
efforts were on to identify and arrest the killers.

FROM PAGE 4

colonised after admission.
Of the 14 patients colonised
on admission, 13 were
admitted or moved from
another hospital setting,
while only one came from
home.

Seven (22 percent) of
the 32 colonised patients,
including the one with
bloodstream infection, died.

While only three (9
percent) showed multidrug
resistance, 82 percent were
resistant to fluconazole,
the first-line treatment for
invasive fungal infections.

Also, 81 percent of
the colonised cases had
undergone  delivery by

They too deserve

for such children. Street
children have contributed to
all democratic movements
from the Liberation War
to the July uprising. Why
should they expect any form
of sympathy from us?”

He said all street children
are taxpayers of the state.

“They pay indirect taxes
when buying food and daily
necessities.  With  those
taxes, universities run
with subsidies... we have
responsibilities towards
them,” he said.

Mahfuza Sultana Munni,
a LEEDO member, said
they have been advocating
for street children for the
last one year so that they
too can have a safe and

dignified childhood like
most children.

Deputy Country
Director of Save the

Children Bangladesh ASM
Rahmat Ullah  Bhuiyan,
Director of World Vision
Bangladesh Rahul Mathew
Nimmagadda, Legal Adviser
of Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust (BLAST) SM
Rezaul Karim, Programme
Specialist of BLAST Farjana
Fatema, Supreme Court
advocates Md Abul Kalam
Azad and Abdul Momen
Chowdhury, and [LEEDO
board member Tusher
Ahmed Imran also replied to
the children’s questions.
Tanjim  Ferdous, in
charge of The Daily Star’s
NGOs and Foreign Missions

Deadly fungal

Desk, conducted the
roundtable.

caesarean section.

“This study provides
important evidence of
transmission of this

superbug among critically
ill and vulnerable patients
in NICUs,” said Fahmida
Chowdhury, associate
scientist and lead of the
AMR Research Unit of
the Infectious Diseases
Division at icddr,b.

The authors recommend
regular cleaning of hospital
surfaces with chlorine
based disinfectants and
improved hand hygiene
among healthcare workers
to limit persistence and
spread within NICUs and
other hospital settings.
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Tender Notice

Date : (9-11-2025

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP Portal (htt://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of

following Goods/works.
f good Tender Proposal| Publishing | Last Selling Closing

Name of gooc D date and time| date and time | date and time

T Cartrid ith 22 items 1149418 10-11-2025 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
oner sew! at 12:00 Up to 12:00 Up to 14:00
Black with 08 items 1149419 | 10-11-2025 | 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
fnk at 12:00 Up to 12:00 Up to 14:00
| Plat 1149722 10-11-2025 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
Thermal Plate at 12:00 Up to 12:00 Up to 14:00
P. S. Plate with 03 items 1150183 10-11-2025 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
at 12:00 Up to 12:00 Up to 14:00

Cello Tape with 36 Items 1152460 10-11-2025 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
at 12:00 Up to 12:00 Up to 14:00

Chemical 1152527 10-11-2025 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
at 12:00 Upto 11:00 Up to 14:00

1st Rubber Sucker with 12 items 1152870 10-11-2025 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
at 12:00 Up to 12:00 Up to 14:00

Dress with 03 items 1153030 | 10-11-2025 | 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
at 12:00 Up to 11:00 Up to 14:00

New Spare parts, installation & activation for 1172062 10-11-2025 20-11-2025 20-11-2025
Oliver offset press with 45 items at 12:00 Up to 12:00 Up to 14:00

(helpdesk@ eprocure.gov.bd).

GD-2371

This is an online Tender where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hand copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal
(htt://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
The fees for the Downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP Portal have to be deposited
online through any registered banks branches.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP Portal and from e-GP help desk

. |25
(Mohammad Abu Yusuf)
Deputy Director
(Deputy Secretary)
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The Bhola
cyclone gave
the people of
East Pakistan

a common
experience of
abandonment.
Itbecame a
moment of
recognition that
the government
ruling from the
West neither
could nor would
protect them.
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SULTAN MEHMOOD,
AHMED MUSHFIQ MOBARAK

The 1970 Bhola cyclone was among
the deadliest natural disasters in
recorded history. It struck the coastal
belt of what was then East Pakistan
in November 1970, killing hundreds
of thousands and destroying entire
communities. Beyond its tragic and
immediate human costs, it likely had
profound political consequences.
Within a year, the world witnessed the
birth of a new nation.

For many who lived through it, the
cyclone marked the moment when an
old order lost its moral authority. It
exposed how distant and indifferent
the central government in West
Pakistan had become to the suffering
of those it governed. In that sense,
Bhola did not simply destroy villages;
it revealed the fragility of the bond
between ruler and ruled.

Scholars of Bangladesh’s political
and economic history have long
debated what truly brought about
Bangladesh’s independence. Some
point to economic disparities and
culturaldivisions that had existed since
1947. Others emphasize the leadership
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the growing movement for regional
autonomy. But important observers
present in that historical moment
like Archer Blood, US consul general
for East Pakistan stationed in Dhaka
in 1970 who famously sent telegrams
to US President Richard Nixon and
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to
draw attention to the Pakistan army’s
atrocities in Bangladesh, described
the Bhola cyclone as the real trigger
for separation. The USAID Mission
Director Fric Griffel similarly called
the cyclone “the real reason for the
final break”. But others believe that
the cyclone’s role has been overstated,
that it merely accelerated an inevitable
process. Professor Rehman Sobhan,
one of the architects of the 1966 Six
Point Movement, has argued that the
storm only dramatized an already
inevitable political outcome.

We revisit this conversation by
uncovering long forgotten satellite
images of the cyclone’s devastation
that was archived by the U.S. National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Administration  (NOAA)s satellite
services group. The ITOS-1 satellite,
funded by the US. Department
of Defense, was among the most
advanced real-time cloud monitoring
systems of its time

and a critical Cold
War asset. The
satellite

was only
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operational from January 23 to
November 16, 1970 when a tape
recorder malfunction halted data
transmission. The Bhola cyclone made
landfall on November 12, 1970, so the
satellite captured crucial imagery of
cloud cover distribution and radiation.
We apply modern atmospheric science
research methods to these images to
infer the intensity of cyclone winds
felt in every thana in Fast Pakistan.
We also digitize the voting records in
every electoral constituency in 1954
and in 1970, as well as the birthplaces
of every one of the 206,000 freedom

Jighters who bravely took up arms (o

engage in guerrilla warfare against
the Pakistan army. We statistically
connect all these data streams and
apply modern empirical research
standards to explore whether the
Bhola cyclone indeed played any
catalytic role to turn the discontent
that already existed amongst Bengalis
in the 1950s and 1960s into collective
action at a decisive moment in history.

THE STORM AND THE SILENCE
When the cyclone made landfall on
the night of November 12, 1970, winds
of more than 200 kilometers per
hour and tidal surges over ten meters
high swept across the Bengal delta.
The storm submerged entire islands
such as Bhola, Hatia, and Manpura
and carried seawater far inland.
More than 350,000 people perished,
and millions lost their homes and
livelihoods. In any disaster, the
government’s first test is its response.
The contrast between what people
expected and what they received
was striking. While the international
community mobilized quickly, the
Pakistan government’s own relief
efforts arrived late and reached few.
Reports from the time describe aid
shipments piling up at Lahore airport
while the victimsin the delta waited for
food and medicine. President Yahya
Khan'’s absence was noteworthy.

The absence of the Pakistan
state was conspicuous. The USAID
officer Fric Griffel later observed that
“hundreds of planes came in from all
overtheworld. For the first three days,
nothing came from West Pakistan.
It was noticed.” Newspapers carried
photographs of relief goods stranded
far away from where they were needed.
The episode took on deep political
meaning. Many in Fast Pakistan
already felt marginalized within a
state that concentrated wealth, power,
and military authority in the western
wing. The cyclone and the state’s
callous response revealed the mindset
that allowed such vast disparities to
persist, and drew people’s attention to
those inequalities in the most striking
manner.

A POLITICAL TURNING POINT

The timing of the disaster gave it

unusual weight. Only four weeks after
the cyclone,

——— —
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Pakistan held its first democratic
national election in over fifteen
years. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s
Awami League was campaigning on
a platform of economic and political
autonomy. In the weeks after the
cyclone, Mujib suspended much of his
electioneering and instead organized
local relief, traveling by boat through
inundated areas.

To ordinary citizens, this contrast
between local compassion and official

Urknown Storm §#15

Ah aerial view of devastation in the aftermath
of the cyclone that hit the Bay of Bengal in East

subset of those areas where little or
no government reliel was provided —
sent more fighters into the liberation
forces. It is difficult to draw a direct
line from environmental disaster to
armed struggle, but the evidence
suggests that shared trauma can help
transform grievance into solidarity.
The Bhola cyclone gave the people of
East Pakistan a common experience
of abandonment. It became a moment
of recognition that the government

7—13 NOV 1970

The path of the Bhola Cyclone, as estimated by the NOAA Atlantic
Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory (2015).

indifference mattered. When voters
went to the polls in December 1970,
their choice was informed not only
by policy preferences but also by
recent experience. Our econometric
analysis of the archival data show that
constituencies most affected by the
cyclone and least served by relief gave
significantly higher support to the
Awami League. The Awami League
won a sweeping victory, securing
160 of 162 seats in East Pakistan and
an overall majority in the National
Assembly. In principle, this result
entitled Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to
form the next government of Pakistan.
In practice it led to confrontation, as
the military regime in West Pakistan
refused to transfer power.

FROM ELECTION TO WAR

The political impasse of early 1971
soon escalated into repression
and eventually open conflict. The
non-cooperation  movement in
FEast Pakistan became an armed
resistance  after the military
crackdown of March 25. Digitizing
archival records allowed us to trace
how this transition unfolded.

The Ministry of Liberation War
Affairs in Dhaka maintains a verified
list of more than 200,000 freedom
fighters. Mapping their birthplaces
reveals a pattern: the guerrilla warriors
were disproportionately drawn from
the upazilas/thanas that had suffered
most during the cyclone. Statistical
analysis indicates that places that
experienced greater storm intensity —

and especially the
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Deta'i_lb from Zainul Abedin’s Monpura ’70

(1970), black ink and watercolour.
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ruling from the West neither could
nor would protect them.

REVISITING THE HISTORICAL
DEBATE

By 1970, the imbalance between
FEast and West Pakistan had already
become undeniable. Per capita income
in the East was roughly one-third lower
than in the West, even though exports
from the Fast, especially jute, provided
most of Pakistan’s foreign exchange.
Political and cultural tensions had
grown over language, representation,
and resource allocation.  The
foundations for discontent were
already in place.

Yet, history often turns on moments
when slow-burning grievances meet
sudden revelation. The Bhola cyclone
was such a moment. It converted
frustration into certainty and made
separation seem not just desirable
but necessary. The main headline in
the Daily Ittefaq on January 18, 1971
captured the mood: “Awami League’s
huge victory even in cyclone-hit
areas. Victory for autonomy on the
devastated coast of Bengal.”

WHY BANGLADESH SUCCEEDED
Bangladesh’s independence story also
speaks to a broader question: why
do some movements for autonomy
succeed while others fail? Many
separatist struggles, from Biafra to
Tamil Eelam, ended in defeat. The
difference often lies in the ability of a
movement to build mass unity, moral
legitimacy, and for citizens to risk
their lives to take up arms against a
militarized government.

The Bhola cyclone provided such
conditions. It united the population
across social and economic divides,
and it gave the call for independence
a moral foundation. The cause was
no longer just political autonomy but
also human dignity. When citizens
saw that their lives were expendable
to the state, the demand for self-
rule gained a force that military
repression could not extinguish.

LESSONS BEYOND 1971
The Bhola experience has relevance
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Pakistan, November 1970.

— PHOTO: HARRY KOUNDAKJIAN/AP

far beyond Bangladesh. Around
the world, natural disasters have
often acted as moments that expose
how states treat their citizens. The
inadequate response (o the 1978
earthquake in Iran eroded confidence
in the Shah’s regime. The 1976
earthquake in Tangshan, China,
contributed to shifts in political
leadership and policy direction.

These examples point to a larger
truth. Natural disasters are tests
of governance. They measure a
government’s capacity and its moral
commitment to its people. When the
state fails that test, the consequences
reach far beyond the immediate
tragedy.

Bangladesh itself internalized
this lesson. In the decades since
independence, it has built one of the
most effective  community-based
cyclone preparedness systems in the
world. Warning systems, shelters,
and local volunteer networks have
dramatically  reduced  mortality
from major storms. The country’s
capacity to respond to disasters is now
studied as a model in international
development. That transformation
reflects both institutional learning
and collective memory.

THE HUMAN DIMENSION

Behind every statistic about Bhola
were individual lives. Diaries and oral
histories from survivors describe both
loss and awakening. A farmer from
Barisal later recalled, “We had always
known that our wealth went west.
But when the storm came and no one
helped us, that is when we understood
we were on our own.”

Such realizations are rarely
captured in political theory, vyet
they form the emotional core of
state formation. Revolutions and
independence movements succeed
not only through ideology or
organization but also through shared
moral conviction. After Bhola, that
conviction spread rapidly.

REFLECTION AND
RESPONSIBILITY
More than fifty years later, Bangladesh
has transformed itself from a war-
torn country into one of the fastest-
growing economies in South Asia.
Yet the questions raised by its birth
remain relevant. What makes a state
legitimate? What binds citizens to
their government in times of crisis?
The Bhola cyclone offers a reminder
that legitimacy is not inherited but
earned through empathy and action.
When the state fails to act, people
begin (o imagine a different one. In
1971, that imagination became reality.
This is not only a story of Bangladesh’s
past but also a caution for the future.
As climate change increases the
frequency of extreme weather events,
governments around the world will
face similar tests. How they respond
will determine not only lives lost or
saved but also the trust that sustains
political communities. Bangladesh’s
journey  from  devastation to
development shows that lessons can be
learned and institutions strengthened.
But it also teaches that moments of
neglect are never forgotten. The Bhola
cyclone revealed what kind of state
Pakistan had become, and in doing so,
it helped its people imagine what kind
of state they wanted to build instead.

Sultan Mehmood is an Assistant
Professor of Economics (tenure
track) at the New Economic School in
Moscow. the author can be reached
at smehmood@nes.ru

Ahmed Mushfiq Mobarak is the
Jerome Kasoff ’54 Professor of
Management and Economics at Yale
University. The author can be reached
at ahmed.mobarak@yale.edu
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TIB calls for
gender-sensitive
safeguarding
policy

STAR SPORTS DESK

Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) has called for
urgent action over sexual harassment
allegations in the national women’s
cricket team, issuing a press release on
Sunday.

Former women’s captain Jahanara
Alam accused a former selector and
tecam manager, Monjurul Islam,
prompting the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) to form a three-member
investigation committee.

While welcoming the committee,
TIB urged the inclusion of at least two
independent experts with experience
in investigating harassment to ensure
impartiality and professionalism.

The organisation also criticised the
BCB'’s lack of a formal safeguarding
policy, which violates ICC guidelines
and High Court directives. TIB
called on the BCB to immediately
establish an independent, gender-
sensitive complaints and redress
committee and adopt ICC-compliant
safeguarding measures, warning that
continued inaction risks undermining
both women'’s cricket and the sport’s
integrity in Bangladesh.

TWO DECADES,

a faded cap, a lasting legacy

EKUSH TAPADER

The colour faded long ago. Even the
Bangladesh Cricket Board logo has turned
blurry. Holding that discoloured Test cap
against the handle of his bat, Mushfiqur
Rahim posted a photo on social media with
the caption reading: “Companion through
every rise and fall...”

On Tuesday,
Bangladesh’s most
experienced  cricketer

is set to take the field

for his 99th Test in

Sylhet against Ireland.

If all goes well, on

November 19 in Mirpur,
he will become the first
Bangladeshi ever to play
100 Tests -- a historic
milestone.

On May 26, 2005, at
cricket’s Mecca, Lord’s, b
Mushfiqur received his !
Test cap from then-captain
Habibul Bashar. Since
then, that same cap has
been his companion through every  high
and low. He has preserved it with great care
for two decades, wearing it in every single
Test he has played.

He has traveled the world playing Tests --
sometimes dazzling with the bat, sometimes
sinking into failure. Naturally, over 20 years
of dust and grind, the cap’s colour has faded.
But with that fading, its historical value has
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only deepened.

Cherishing one’s first Test cap is, of
course, nothing new. In fact, it has become
an integral part of Test cricket’s tradition.
For players who hold Test cricket close to
their hearts, that cap is a deeply emotional
symbol.

Sri Lankan legend Kumar Sangakkara
once said about his own
faded cap, “You can buy a
new one, but you can’t buy

the history of the old.”
India’s Rahul Dravid
used to say, “Every stain,
every drop of sweat on
this cap is a memory of
my struggle.” It’s easy (o
imagine that Mushfiqur
feels the same.

When he received
his Test cap in 2005, he
had just stepped out of
adolescence - boyish
innocence still etched
on his face. Back then,
perhaps no one thought

that this young lad would one
day play 100 Tests for his country.

At that time, even the idea that any
Bangladeshi could play 100 Tests felt
unrealistic. And even today, it remains
uncertain who might follow in Mushfiqur’s
footsteps. Maybe Mominul Haque, who has
played 73 Tests so far, has a chance - but he
still has a long way to go.

That's why Mushfiqur’s
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Test cap

already holds immense historical value
in Bangladesh cricket. The story of
Bangladesh’s Test journey itself seems
written within the folds of that cap.

No one values their Test cap more than
Australian cricketers. Their iconic headgear
is known as the Baggy Green. The legendary
Steve Waugh wore his Baggy Green in all 168
Tests of his career. He once said, “This cap
doesn’t just belong to me -- it carries the
legacy of all who came before me.”

Another Australian captain, Ricky
Ponting, once lost his beloved Baggy Green
— and it left him devastated. During the
2003 World Cup in South Africa, his Baggy
Green was lost during luggage transfer at
an airport. A heartbroken Ponting said, “It
was the most treasured thing in my career.
Losing it felt like losing a part of my soul.”

Mushfiqur understands that emotion --
his devotion to Test cricket proves it. Even
as some Bangladeshi cricketers in this T20-
dominated era fail to grasp the essence of
the longest format despite their lip service,
Mushfiqur’s cap can serve as a powerful
reminder.

Itstandsasaninspiration — thatif one truly
wishes, they too can dedicate themselves,
day after day, year after year, to the highest
form of cricket. After all, nothing elevates a
cricketer’s stature quite like success in a Test
match. That's why even after winning his
first IPL title, Virat Kohli said, “This is one of
the greatest moments of my career, but it’s
still five steps below Test cricket. That's how
much I'love and value Test cricket.”

JAHANARA ALLEGATIONS

BCB promises ‘zero tolerance’
regardless ol ranks

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) president
Aminul Islam said there would be “zero
tolerance” regarding any individual,
whether team management staff or
director, if allegations made by former
women'’s team captain Jahanara Alam are
found to be true.

A board official yesterday informed this
newspaper that the board had decided to
puta few officials on OSD (Officer on Special
Duty) following Jahanara’s allegations.

“The board made a decision on those
who have been alleged against,” BCB CEO
Nizamuddin Chowdhury said.

Yesterday, in another interview with a
woman cricketer, allegations were raised
against BCB director Nazmul Abedeen
Fahim. Given that Jahanara’s letter dates
back to 2021, questions are now surfacing
over whether the BCB CEO failed to take
any action following her complaints of
harassment.

If regular staff are being placed on OSD,
some argue that the BCB should also
consider putting directors or the CEO on
OSD (o ensure the investigation remains
impartial.

Cuba joins squad,

Hamza coming today

SPORTS REPORTER

development: “We need to progress gradually,

Asked to clarify the board’s stance,
Bulbul told reporters following the
Bangladesh Cricket Conference at a city
hotel yesterday: “Zero tolerance.”

BCB director and chairman of facilities
Shahnian Tanim elaborated on reporters’
questions about whether the board is
creating grounds for discrimination
by putting staff on OSD while
directors or high-level staff are -
not.

“Whether it is an /
employee or a director, |
there is an investigation |
committee responsible for |
decisions,” said Shahnian.

“Since the investigation
committee has been
declared, we are dependent on
their decisions. Independently, as
cricket board president or directors,
we are not entitled to make any decisions.

“If they say that four employees need
to be put on OSD, then that will be done.
At the same time, regarding a director,
the decision belongs to the committee.
When they investigate, the committee will
examine everyone; they will not exclude
a director. As Bulbul bhai said on zero

Bashundhara Kings young midfielder Cuba
Mitchell has earned his maiden call-up to the
Bangladesh national football team, after head
coach Javier Cabrera added him to the squad
at the last moment for the upcoming home
matches against Nepal and India.

Hamza Choudhury, meanwhile, is scheduled
to arrive in Dhaka on Monday afternoon, while
Shamit Shome is expected the following night.

The Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF)
confirmed Cuba’s inclusion through a Facebook
post on Sunday. Alongside him, Fortis FC
winger Murshed Ali has also been drafted into
the squad.

The national team’s preparation camp
began on 30 October, with an initial 27-man
preliminary squad announced last Wednesday.
Cuba and Murshed were later called up after
Mohammad Ibrahim and Rahmat Mia were
ruled out following injuries sustained during a
practice match against Fortis FC.

Explaining his decision to call up the two
youngsters, Cabrera told the media: “We are well
aware of Cuba’s talent. He hasn’t been called
up ecarlier mainly because he didn’t get much
playing time for Bashundhara. As you know,
both Ibrahim and Rahmat were injured during
the last practice match, we decided this was the
right time to bring in some promising players
we've been monitoring for a while.”

Cabrera, however, said he would not rush
the former Sunderland FC youth team player’s

just as we did with Fahamedul (Islam) and
Zayan (Ahmed). Cuba doesn’t have much time
to prepare -- only four training sessions before
the Nepal match and a total of seven before the
India game. Still, we're confident he’ll improve
while working with us. Everyone wants him
to perform well, and hopefully, he’ll get the
opportunity to play.”

Bangladesh will face Nepal in a warm-up
match on November 13, before taking on India
in the AFC Asian Cup Qualifiers on November
18 at the National Stadium in Dhaka.

Regarding the arrival of the two overseas-
based midfielders, team manager Amer Khan
said: “Hamza will arrive at 12:00 pm tomorrow
(Monday), and Shamit will arrive the following
night at around midnight, which means he’ll
reach Dhaka on 12 November.”

tolerance, whether president, director
or employee, the board’s stance is zero
tolerance,” he clarified.

There have been calls to form an
independent committee (o investigate
Jahanara’s allegations. BCB officials
yesterday stated that if the committee

uncovers other issues  while
) investigating harassment claims, it
will provide recommendations
to the board.
Questions of conflict
of interest have arisen,
| however, as BCB director
Rubaba Dowla has been
named a member of the
three-member committee.
“She is our only female
director, and in forming the
committee, we wanted someone
who could collect information from
the board. Since this concerns matters
from 2021-22, we thought the issue had
been closed during that period,” Bulbul
said.

As new developments emerge, the
committee will have their work cut out to
provide a report while ensuring there is no
interference from any quarters of the BCB.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain Shanto and
Ireland skipper Andrew Balbirnie posed with the
Dutch-Bangla Bank Bangladesh-Ireland Test
series trophy in front of the iconic Ali Amzad
Clock, near Keane Bridge in Sylhet, yesterday.
The first of the two-match series begins
tomorrow at the Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium, followed by the second Test in Mirpur
from November 19. Recently reinstated as Test
captain, Shanto will lead Bangladesh through

the 2025-2027 World Test Championship (WTC)
cycle. Bangladesh, still searching for their first
win in this cycle after a loss and a draw against
Sri Lanka, currently sit seventh with four points.
The upcoming Tests against Ireland, however, are
not part of the WTC. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

SHORT CORNER
X

Skipper Azizul guides Bangladesh U19
to series-saving win

Skipper Azizul Hakim struck a century to guide
Bangladesh U-19 to a two-wicket win over
Afghanistan U-19 in the fifth and final Youth ODI
at the Shahid Kamruzzaman Stadium in Rajshahi
on Sunday, earning the hosts a 2-2 series draw.
The left-handed opener compiled a 118-ball 100,
hitting seven fours and three sixes, to help the
hosts chase down 209.

Tanvir takes five; Soumya, Naim miss
out on tons

Barishal captain Tanvir Islam claimed a five-wicket
haul, while Soumya Sarkar and Mohammad Naim
both fell short of centuries as Day 2 of the third
round of the National Cricket League saw evenly-
poised contests across venues on Sunday. Tanvir
returned figures of 5-102 to help Barishal Division
bundle out Rajshahi Division for 235.

From the farmlands in Punjab to the
archery range in Dhaka

After completing their ranking rounds on Sunday,
Aman Ullah and Asif Mahmood were seen strolling
along the athletics track of Dhaka’s National
Stadium. The two Pakistanis, both competing in
the 24th Teer Asian Archery Championships, have
travelled to Bangladesh for the first time -- not as
professional athletes, but as farmers turned archers.

**Read full stories on The Daily Star’s website

ALL-TIME ASSISTS
(CLUB AND COUNTRY)

Ferenc Puskas

LIONEL MESSI VS CRISTIANO
RONALDO:

Ronaldo

Assists

Lionel Messi celebrates scoring one
of his two goals in Inter Miami’s 4-0
win over Nashville SC in the MLS Cup
playoffs on Saturday, guiding the club
to the Eastern Conference semifinals.
The night also saw the 38-year-old
Argentine become only the second
player in history to reach 400 career
assists for club and country.
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PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR
A woman and her brother till the land to prepare it for sweet potatos in Baraikandi area of Khadimnagar union of Sylhet Sadar yesterday. Another family member is seen

planting seedlings on the prepared field. In this poverty-stricken region, crops like potato, onion, chilli, brinjal, radish, cauliflower, and cabbage are widely grown.

Shortage of
contraceptives,

medicine may

end soon

Tk 3,422cr projects
to be placed today

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY and
MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

The ongoing shortfall in the supply of
medicines, family planning materials
and the procurement of medical
equipment is likely to ease soon as three
related projects are scheduled to be
placed before the ECNEC for approval
today.

The three projects, involving Tk
3,422 crore, mainly aim (o procure
contraceptives, medicines, medical
equipment and hospital furniture, as well
as complete unfinished expansion works
at several upazila-level hospitals.

Another important project, involving
Tk 2,988 crore, aims to procure medicines
and pay the salaries of health workers.

It has completed scrutiny and is likely
to be placed before the next meeting of
the Executive Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC), officials said.

The supply of medicines and
contraceptives, as well as the
procurement of medical equipment, was
severely disrupted after the expiry of the

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4
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Chinese astronauts
figure out how to
barbecuein s

pace

Trinamool, BJP clash

over West Bengal
voter roll purge

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Theft rising amid
lax security at
HSIA cargo zone

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA and
RASHIDUL HASAN

West Bengal’s ruling Trinamool Congress (IMC) and its main rival,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), are set for a collision course as the
Election Commission of India (ECI) undertakes a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the state’s electoral roll ahead of assembly polls slated
for March-April next year

The SIR is an exercise aimed at verifying the authenticity of existing
and new voters. During the exercise, Booth Level Officers will go door-
to-door to identify and remove duplicate, deceased and ineligible

The revision process has raised concerns among
a section of Hindu and Muslim voters in West
Bengal, particularly those with ancestral ties
to Bangladesh, who fear they may be unfairly

excluded from the updated electoral roll.

voters and verify details of new voters. The base for the SIR is the
clectoral roll of 2002.

West Bengal is among the 12 states and union territories where
the SIR of the electoral roll will be carried out in the first phase of the
exercise.

The ECI decision on SIR announced at a press conference on
October 29 has set off anxiety and panic as people rush to arrange the
necessary 12 documents to ensure their names either remain or are
included afresh as voters.

However, the revision process has raised concerns among a section
of Hindu and Muslim voters in West Bengal, particularly those with
ancestral ties to Bangladesh, who fear they may be unfairly excluded
from the updated electoral roll.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

free cooking in orbit.

Astronauts aboard China’s Tiangong space station
have successfully grilled chicken wings and steaks
in a microgravity environment for the first time.
The space barbecue was made possible by a new
type of oven that allows smokeless and residue-

Avideo of the feat shows the astronauts placing
chicken wings in a cage and placing it in a hatch
that is about the same size as an air [ryer.

“It’s the first oven of its kind in the world that
can actually be used aboard a space station,” said
Liu Weibo, a deputy chief designer at the China
Astronaut Research and Training Centre.

“By raising the temperature to 190 degrees Celsius,
astronauts can now really cook in orbit. Previous food
heating is purely physical warming, but this is actual
cooking, with chemical reactions included. The
food can now come out golden and crispy.”

The lax security at the export cargo zone
of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport
(HSIA) in Dhaka has led to a rise in theft
incidents,  tarnishing  Bangladesh’s
reputation among international buyers.

For years, [reight forwarders have
lodged complaints with the authorities,
but no effective measures have been
taken to punish offenders or strengthen
surveillance and monitoring in the cargo
village, said sources.

They alleged that an organised group
regularly steals goods from the export
cargo village.

On November 5, two people were
identified from CCTV footage stealing
items from a carton stored in the export
cargo area, but no action was taken
against them, said the managing director
of a freight forwarding company, seeking
anonymity.

The affected freight forwarder
said he reviewed CCTV footage from
the Bangladesh Freight Forwarders
Association (BAFFA) and identified the
person responsible.

The thief was found to be a peon
or food supplier working informally
at the Airport Security Office. Despite
not being a permanent employee and
having no valid access pass, he was able

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

In this handout photo released by Mayor Benjie Ver, town officials ride a boat to inspect a flooded street in Jipapad, Eastern Samar
province, after heavy rains from Super Typhoon Fung-wong. More than a million people have been evacuated and at least two people

killed as floodwaters rose in the Philippines after the typhoon slammed into the eastern seaboard.

HC halts Ctg

port tarifl hike
for a month

Seeks explanation from
shipping ministry, CPA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court has stayed the implementation of
Chattogram Port’s newly revised tarifl schedule for one
month, following a writ petition that challenged the
legality of the decision to raise port charges for the first
time in four decades.

The bench of Justice Kazi Zinat Hoque and Justice
Aynun Nahar Siddiqua passed the order today in response
o a petition filed by the Bangladesh Maritime Law Society
(BMLS).

The petition contested the Statutory Regulatory
Order (SRO) and the subsequent circular issued by the
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) on September 30, which
gave effect to the revised tariff from October 15 this year.

The court also issued a rule asking the authorities
concerned -- including the secretary of the Ministry of
Shipping and the chairman of the CPA -- to explain why
the impugned SRO and circular should not be declared
to have been issued without lawful authority and be of no
legal effect.

Until further orders, the operation of the CPA’s circular
implementing the new tarifl' will remain suspended for 30
days.

Confirming the development, Chattogram Port
Secretary Omar Faruk told The Daily Star, “We have heard
about the High Court order but have not yet received a
copy. Once we get it, we will review the directive and take
further steps accordingly.”

SEE PAGE 8 COL 3

UKkraine strikes leave

20,000 without
power in Russia

Moscow downs 44 drones; energy
crisis in Ukraine deepens

AFP, Moscow

¢) Electricity, heating
supply suffered severe
damage in Belgorod

) Power cuts of 8-16
hours a day across
most regions of Ukraine

Ukrainian strikes on energy
infrastructure have left more
than 20,000 people without
power in several Russian border
regions, local authorities said
yesterday.

Belgorod Governor
Vyacheslav  Gladkov said the
“electricity and heating supply
network has suffered severe
damage” in the regional capital
of the same name.

“Several streets are affected
by power issues.. More than
20,000 residents are without electricity,” he said on Telegram.

In the western Kursk region, “a fire broke out at one of the power
plants in the village of Korenevo,” cutting power to 10 localities,
Governor Alexander Khinshtein announced on Telegram.

A fire also broke out at a heating facility in the southern Voronezh
region, according to Governor Alexander Gusev. Russia’s defence
ministry, for its part, reported having shot down 44 drones over the
border Bryansk region.

Meanwhile, Ukraine was scrambling to turn lights and heating back
yesterday after Russian attacks targeting energy infrastructure, with the
state’s power provider saying its generating capacity was reduced to “zero”.

Moscow, which has escalated attacks on Ukraine’s infrastructure
in recent months, launched hundreds of drones at energy [acilities
across the country overnight into Saturday.

) Russian drones targeted
two power substations
deep in Ukraine

18 injured as

BNP factions
clash over
nomination

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
A'local Chhatra Dal activist
died of a “heart attack”
and at least 18 others were
injured yesterday in clashes
between BNP-nominated
candidates and those
denied party tickets across
several districts.

In Mymensingh’s
Gouripur, violence erupted
in the Patbazar area in the
afternoon when supporters
of BNP candidate M Igbal
Hossain and nomination
deprived leader Tyabur
Rahaman Hiron clashed
during a campaign event.

During the chase and
counter-chase, Tanzim
Ahmed Abid, 35, a
supporter of Igbal and son
of Ulama Dal member Md
Dewan, collapsed and died
on the way to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital.

Quoting doctors,
Gouripur Circle Assistant
Superintendent of Police
Debashish Karmakar said

PHOTO: AFP SEE PAGE 5 COL 4



