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NCP weighs solo run to build ‘third force’

FROM PAGE 4

“When that happens, we
will observe other parties’
activities and finalise our
strategy,” he added.

Meeting sources
said Nahid and Patwary
proposed that the party
contest the election
independently, a move most
members supported, saying
it would allow NCP to avoid
unexpected complications.

A major part of the
discussion focused on the
pros and cons of forming an
alliance with BNP or Jamaat.

One central leader said,
“We know that joining
the BNP-Jamaat alliance
could help us win seats, but

BNP’s current stance and proposals but  warned
approach to the July charter that its dominance could
and state reforms don’t align  overshadow NCP.

with ours.”

According to a meeting
source, the leader noted that
BNP’s actions over the past
year had raised concerns

Also, Jamaat carries a
“heavy historical burden”,
said the leader.

A senior leader cautioned
that Jamaat coming to

and said joining them would power could trigger a

make NCP accountable for “resurgence of religious

those issues. extremism”, said another
Leaders also questioned meeting source.

whether BNP  activists While most leaders

would campaign for NCP
candidates and warned
about  potential  rebel
contenders from BNP in
shared constituencies.
Regarding Jamaat,
an NCP leader said the
party had offered positive

supported an independent
run, they also discussed
forming a third front with
like-minded parties such
as the AB Party and Gano
Odhikar Parishad.

“We may not form a nine-
party alliance, but a smaller

front is possible,” said one
central leader. “Talks are
ongoing with the AB Party
and a few others.”

However, sources said
parties like Gano Odhikar
Parishad and Gano Samhati
Andolon have little interest
in joining a new alliance,
as many are already linked
to the BNP-led coalition
through seat-sharing.

The meeting  also
discussed the option of
coordinating election
participation based on the
July charter, state reforms,
and seat conditions,
without entering a formal
alliance with BNP or
Jamaat.

A father and son fish together while the mother rows their boat in the Mongla area of the Pashur river in Khulna
yesterday. Like this family, many living along the river depend on catching fish for their livelihood. They earn
between Tk 700 and Tk 1,200 per day from selling fish.

Two cousins

drown in pond

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
B’baria

Two children drowned
in a pond while visiting
their grandparents’
home in Sarail upazila of
Brahmanbaria yesterday.

The victims are Md
Takrim, 3, son of Akhtar
Hossain  of  Kuttapara
village, and Md Adnan,
5, son of Md Arafat Mia
of Uchaliyapara village in
the upazila. The two were
cousins, said police.

The incident took place
at Uttar Para in Kuttapara
village in the afternoon.

According to locals,
Adnan had come to his
maternal  grandparents’
house a few days ago. On
Saturday morning, he was
playing near a pond with
his cousin Takrim. At one
point, both slipped and fell
into the water.

Later, locals spotted the
two floating in the pond
and took them to Sarail
Upazila Health Complex,
where doctors declared
them dead on arrival.

Sarail Police  Station
Officer-in-Charge
Murshedul Alam
Chowdhury said police
visited the spot and were
looking into the matter.
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MEDICERAM IN MALAYSIA
152 Bangladeshi workers
protest forced repatriation

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT
At least 152 Bangladeshi migrant
workers in Malaysia yesterday wrote
an open letter protesting forced
repatriation and urging the Bangladesh
mission in Kuala Lumpur, international
organisations, and civil society groups
to intervene in their termination case
against their employer, Mediceram.

About 180 Bangladeshi workers were
handed termination letters on October
31 after they protested the non-renewal
of visas for more than 90 fellow workers.

On November 4, Malaysian authorities
deported 10 of them after executives of
the glove company forcibly took them to
the airport in Kuala Lumpur.

On November 7, six more
Bangladeshis were deported in the
same manner.

Meanwhile, the group of 152 workers,
who are living in fear and under
intimidation in Selangor district, have
appointed Louis Liaw Chambers to
provide legal support for their case.

“Despite continuous threats,

intimidation, and the forced
repatriation of our democratically
elected worker representatives, we
have collectively decided that we will
not go back to work under the same
management and conditions that
violated our dignity, rights, and safety,”
said the letter.

They sought an immediate transfer
to a law-abiding and responsible
employer in Malaysia. “We respectfully
call upon the governments of
Bangladesh and Malaysia, as well as all
relevant authorities, to support this
transfer process urgently and ensure
our continued lawful employment in
Malaysia.”

They said they do not want to be
forcibly sent back to Bangladesh.

They urged all parties concerned,
including the Malaysian authorities,
the Bangladesh High Commission,
international organisations, and civil
society groups, to take immediate
notice of their situation and intervene
to protect their fundamental rights as
migrant workers.
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Judiciary

FROM PAGE 3

“Institutions must serve
people. Authority without
legitimacy is empty,” he
added.

The chief justice also
said the judiciary, like any
other institution, must
reform to stay relevant.
“It cannot survive only on
tradition,” he said.

He mentioned that the
Supreme Court has been
strengthening its global ties
by building partnerships
with countries such as
Brazil, South Alfrica,
Egypt,  Palestine, and
Thailand to share ideas and
experiences.

The event was chaired
by Prof Md Ataur Rahman
Biswas, head of the
department.

Faculty members Dr Md
Siddiqur Rahman Khan, Dr
Md Abdur Rahim, Dr Abdul
Bashir, and Dr Abu Khaled
Mohammad Khademul
Haque also attended, along
with former and current
students.

)
Govt's role
FROM PAGE 3
o remain vigilant,

suggesting that just as
some opposition members
once used “covert
strategies” to survive under
fascist rule, the defeated
fascist forces might now be
using similar secret tactics
to obstruct the country’s
path to democracy.

He said BNP, therefore,
remains committed o
cooperation  with  the
interim government and
its partners in the anti-
fascism movement.

Matua Bahujan Samaj
Oikya Jote, a Hindu
religious sect founded
by Harichand Thakur,
organised the programme
at the Krishibid Institution
Bangladesh.

A labourer squeezes oil from a stick wrapped with foam after collecting leftovers
from the bottom of empty soybean and palm oil drums. This process of clearing
the drums completely takes place before they are sent from wholesale stores to
mills. The photo was taken on Port Road in Barishal city yesterday.
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[la Mitra’s spirit lives on

FROM PAGE 3

Rashtra Sangskar Andolon
President Hasnat Qaiyum
said Ila Mitra’s struggle was
part of a long, unfinished
fight for farmers’ and
workers’ rights in Bengal
and Bangladesh.

“The Tebhaga Movement
didn’t end with Ila Mitra’s
generation.  Those who
work today for reform
and justice are, in a way,
her descendants,” he said,
adding that her defiance
inspired him to stand by
the marginalised.

Qaiyum drew parallels
between the  Tebhaga
Movement and the ongoing
land rights struggle of
the Santal community,
saying similar patterns of
dispossession and police
violence persist.

He also criticised the
government for failing
to uphold the causes Ila
Mitra championed. “Even
after repeated appeals, no
national commission has
been formed to improve
the lives of farmers and
labourers. The very people
Ila risked her life for remain
unheard,” he said.

“Remembering Ila Mitra
means remembering the

peasant who still loses his
land and the woman who
still  fights for dignity,”
Qaiyum added.

Prothom Alo Editor
Matiur Rahman described
Ila Mitra as a woman of
unwavering conviction
who  endured torture,
imprisonment, and political
persecution but  never
abandoned her ideals.

“Despite her frail health,
she devoted her life to
education, women'’s rights,
and justice. The brutality
she faced in the 1950s
only strengthened her as a
lasting symbol of courage
and human rights,” he said.

“She will be remembered
as a powerful symbol
of resistance, women’s
dignity, and fearless
leadership in Bangladesh,
India, and beyond,” he said.

Prof Samina Luthfa
of Dhaka  University’s
sociology department said
[la Mitra’s story was not
just about one person but
about an era shaped by
collective struggles.

“She  became  who
she was because of the
consciousness of her time
- the Tebhaga movement
and the farmers’ long fight

for justice,” she said, adding
that the movement was
also a women’s movement
where women stood beside
men against exploitation
and violence.

Referring to the torture
Ila faced, she said it
revealed how patriarchal
and colonial powers used
sexual violence to suppress
women’s defiance.

“Behind 1la’s  courage
stood the memory and
pain of countless others
who came before her,” Prof
Samina added.

The  session  began
with a welcome speech by
The Daily Star journalist
Shamsuddoza Sajen,
followed by a poem on Ila
Mitra recited by FEkram
Hossain.

The eventwasmoderated
by The Daily Star journalist
Emran Mahfuz.

PRAYER
TIMING

NOVEMBER 9

Fazr Zohr

Asr  Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-00 12-45 3-45 5-25 7-00
JAMAAT 5-35 1-15 4-00 5-30 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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