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BNP allies upset
over delay in
seat sharing

SAJJAD HOSSAIN
BNP’s allies are frustrated after the party unveiled its nominees before
finalising seat-sharing deals, leaving partners in the dark.

The party offered far fewer seats than requested by allies and even
fielded its own candidates there, sparking resentment, according to over
a dozen alliance leaders who spoke to The Daily Star.

More than three dozen parties under the 12-party alliance, Jatiyatabadi
Samamona Jote, and Ganatantra Mancha had joined the BNP-led
simultaneous movement against the Sheikh Hasina regime.

The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), Gono Forum, Bangladesh Jatiya
Party (BJP), Bangladesh Labour Party, and other like-minded parties
were part of the simultaneous movement.

Saiful Haque, general secretary of the Biplobi Workers Party, said, “BNP
had promised to hold discussions on seat-sharing before announcing its
candidates, but it didn’t. This has angered its partners.”

His party is part of the six-member Ganatantra Mancha, which joined

¢) Allies sought 222 seats; BNP plans to share no
more than 40

¢) Ganatantra Mancha claims BNP broke
seat-sharing promise

¢) Change in RPO bar allies from using BNP’s
election symbol

BNP in the movement.

He said the Mancha nominated him for Dhaka-8, but BNP picked Mirza
Abbas for the same seat. “Except for three or four seats for Ganatantra
Mancha, they have nominated their own candidates in almost all others.”

On October 9, the Mancha announced its nominees for over 120 seats.

Earlier last month, BNP had asked its partners to submit their
candidate lists. Together, the allies and like-minded parties sought at
least 222 seats for their leaders.

The LDP, led by former BNP leader Oli Ahmed, wanted 40 seats; the
12-party alliance, 21; Gono Forum, 15; Jatiyatabadi Samamona Jote,
nine; BJP, five; Bangladesh Labour Party, six; and National Democratic
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Thick smoke billows from a factory at Dewanbari Mill Gate in Gazipur’s Tongi, polluting the surrounding air and environment. Factories using coal or wood
as primary energy sources release harmful particulate matter, sulfur oxides, and volatile organic compounds, which can cause respiratory diseases, damage
crops, and contribute to long-term air quality deterioration. The photo was taken recently.

Pre-polls climate
remains Iragile

Says US-based International
Republican Institute

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Despite the authorities’ efforts, Bangladesh’s pre
election environment remains fragile, said the US-
based International Republican Institute (IRI) in its
assessment report published on Wednesday.

It noted that the Flection Commission has
introduced reforms to boost voter participation and
strengthen operational preparedness, including plans
for out-of-country voting. To enhance security, the EC
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ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE
Govt clears draft law
with death penalty

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has given final approval to the
draft of the Enforced Disappearance Prevention
and Redress Ordinance-2025, which provides for
the death penalty as the maximum punishment
in certain cases of enforced disappearance.

The approval came at the 47th meeting of
the advisory council held yesterday, with Chief
Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus in the chair at
his Tejgaon office.

After the meeting, Chief Adviser’s Press

Secretary Shafiqul Alam briefed reporters at the
Foreign Service Academy.

Replying to a query about whether
the ordinance includes any provision for
rehabilitation or compensation for victims’
families, the press secretary said a fund has been
created to provide compensation.

“The ordinance includes provisions for
establishing special tribunals, completing
trials within 120 days of framing charges,
protecting the rights of victims, informants and
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Farmers in Kalbila village use a wooden rope puller to remove accumulated dirt and mud from beneath the beel,
preparing the land for Boro rice seedling planting in Barishal’s Wazirpur upazila yesterday. The Bangla month of
Agrahayan (mid-November to mid-December) is considered optimal for achieving higher yields. rHoTo: T1TU DAS

Jamaat warns

of showdown
in Dhaka

8 parties issue govt Nov 11
ultimatum on referendum,
PR system demands

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-Islami yesterday warned that Dhaka could
take on a “different look” on November 11 if the
government fails to meet the party and its allies’ five
demands, as they plan to hold a grand rally that day.

“Before the capital turns into a sea of people, the
government should accept the demands and show
respect for the public aspiration reflected in the July
charter. Otherwise, the scenes will be different,”
said Jamaat Secretary General Mia Golam Porwar,
addressing a gathering at the Matsya Bhaban
intersection.

At another event, Jamaat Nayeb-e-Ameer Syeed
Abdullah Muhammad Taher said, “If the ghee
doesn’t come out with a straight finger, we’ll bend
it. But we want the ghee anyway. So, take the hint.
No trickery. There must be a referendum before the
national election.”

The five demands of Jamaat and seven
PHOTO ON PAGE 4 SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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