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‘Fair polls to
pave way for
our return to

barracks’
Says army HQ

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The army wantsa free, fair,and acceptable
election as per the government’s timeline
so that the force can return to its
barracks.

“We hope the election, held in line
with the government’s framework
and timeline, will strengthen national
stability and improve law and order,” L.t
Gen Md Mainur Rahman, general officer
commanding of the Army Training and
Doctrine Command, said yesterday.

The army has started taking
preparations based on the government’s
announced plan, he told a press
conference at the Officers’ Mess in Dhaka
Cantonment.

“Over the past 15 months, we have been
deployed outside barracks in challenging
conditions. If this continues until the
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A fisherman casts his net into the murky waters of the Piyain river in Sylhet’s Jaflong. Years of sand and stone extraction from
the riverbed have not only destroyed the once-clear water but also reduced its flow and fish stocks. Still, fishermen spend their

days searching for whatever catch remains, earning a meagre Tk 400-600 a day to support their families.

CNN ONLINE

As Zohran Mamdani took the stage for
his victory speech Tuesday night, the
staff at Kabab King paused to listen.
They recorded his
speech and listened
to his every word.
The dining cutlery
that was clanking
away just moments
before fell silent.
“New York City,
breathe this moment
in,” Mamdani said.

‘Mamdani Mubarak!

New York’s South Asians celebrate the
ascension of one of their own

are on virtually every table.

“Most people think this is a hole
in the wall, but he comes here,” says
Lakshmi Shubha, a Roosevelt Island
resident, who came to Kabab King with

Locals had flocked
to the mayor-elect’s go-to biryani spot
in the Jackson Heights neighbourhood
of Queens hoping that he might
show up — he has made the venue a
frequent campaign stop — or just to
celebrate the longtime neighbourhood
institution where biryani and kebabs

campaigned and the homages he has
long given to his roots.

“New York will remain a city of
immigrants, a city built by immigrants,
powered by
of tonight, led by an immigrant!”

immigrants,

MILESTONE TRAGEDY

The crash

occurred due
to a pilot error

Finds probe; final report
handed over to CA

BSS, Dhaka

two of her friends.
Shortly after being
elected New York
City’s first Muslim
and South Asian
mayor, Mamdani
gave a speech in
neighbouring

The Milestone School aircraft crash occurred due
to pilot error during a training flight, investigators
have found.

The inquiry committee formed to probe the
tragedy submitted its final report to Chief Adviser

Brooklyn heavy Prof Muhammad Yunus yesterday.
on the biography The crash on July 21 killed 36 people — 28
on which he students, three teachers, three parents, and one

staff member -- when an Air Force training aircraft
plunged into the school premises.

“The head of the investigation committee,
Lieutenant General SM Kamrul Hassan, principal
staff officer of the Armed Forces Division, formally
handed over the report to the chief adviser at the
State Guest House Jamuna,” Chief Adviser’s Press
Secretary Shafiqul Alam told reporters at a briefing
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Gopalganj youth
killed highting for
TTP in Pakistan

He’d been missing for over
18 months

AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH

A youth from Gopalganj, who had been missing for over
18 months, was killed while fighting for the Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan (T'TP) in September.

Rawshan Sadia Afroze, special superintendent of
police at the Special Branch’s Counterterrorism and
Transnational Intelligence (CTTI) unit, confirmed this to
The Daily Star yesterday.

The deceased, Ratan Dhali, 29, was a resident of
Muksudpur upazila. He and another Bangladeshi,
Foysal Hossain, 22, were killed in a joint operation by
Pakistan’s security forces in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province on September 26, said CTTI officials.

“We are 100 percent certain that he was killed while
fighting for the TTP,” Afroze said.

CTTIofficials said Ratan and Foysal crossed into India
through the Benapole land port on March 27 last year.
Irom there, they travelled illegally to Afghanistan and
Pakistan, where they joined the TTP. Both had previously
worked at a medical centre in Dhaka’s Khilgaon.

Son of Anwar Dhali, a battery-run auto-rickshaw
driver, and Selina Begum, Ratan last contacted his
family on April 10, 2024, telling them over the phone
that he was in India and would soon {ly to Dubai.

“We spoke for the last time on Eid day [April 10,2024].
He said, ‘Ma, I'm going to Dubai. I'm now in Delhi,”
Selina told this correspondent during his visit to their
home near the Harirchar police outpost recently.

Asshe asked who was sending him and how he managed
the money, he replied that his employer from the clinic was
helping him. “After that, we never heard from him again.”

Anwar said when Ratan came home that year, he took
all his documents, saying he needed them for his Dubai
trip. “I wanted to meet the person who was sending him,
but he said that would jeopardise his chances. After that,
we spoke only once. Later, police came twice looking for
him. I have three sons and one daughter. Ratan changed
after leaving school. He dropped out after class five and
began learning mobile servicing.”

Intelligence officials said their investigation began
after Pakistani forces killed 54 TTP fighters in an
operation in Waziristan on April 27 this year. Among
the dead was a Bangladeshi identified as Ahmed Jubair,
alias Juboraj, from Savar. The SB then launched an
investigation and discovered that two other Bangladeshis
—Ratan and Foysal -- had also joined the TTP.

BREAKING DEADLOCK

Jamaat, NCP
explore ways

No move yet from BNP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Crisis.

Jamaat-e-Islami and nine other parties, including
the NCP, are exploring ways to initiate dialogue and
resolve differences over the referendum timing and the
implementation process for the July charter.

The development came two days after the interim
government urged political parties to bridge their
differences preferably within a week.

However, leaders of Jamaat, NCP, and six parties under
the Ganotantra Mancha -- an alliance that joined the BNP
in a simultaneous movement - maintain that the interim
government must take responsibility for resolving the

Meanwhile, BNP leaders are busy selecting potential
candidates for the polls, and have vet to act on the
government’s call.

Jamaat yesterday formed a two-member committee
to hold talks with other political parties to prepare

a “consensus framework” on the electoral structure,

referendum.
PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

implementation of the July charter, and conduct of the
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SEVEN CONSTITUENCIES
BNP helds new faces against
Jamaat heavyweights

SAJJAD HOSSAIN

Key Jamaat-e-Islami leaders are likely
to gain an edge in over a half a dozen
constituencies, as the BNP has fielded
new or relatively less strong nominees and
faces internal feuds.

Morecover, BNP has yet to choose
candidates in seven seats where
experienced Jamaat leaders are confirmed
or expected to run.

In seven constituencies, BNP has
nominated fresh faces with little or no
prior electoral experience, where most
Jamaat candidates are senior figures or
family members of the party’s top leaders,
with long-standing local networks and
loyal voter bases.

On Monday, the BNP unveiled its list of
237 potential nominees, leaving 63 seats
vacant for further discussion or alliance
adjustments.

The following day, the party cancelled
the nomination of Kamal Zaman Mollah
for Madaripur-1.

A Standing Committee member,

BNP yet to choose
candidates in 7 more
seats where experienced
Jamaat leaders
confirmed or expected
to run.

speaking on condition of anonymity,
said yesterday, “We have chosen those we
believe to be strong candidates. Several of
the vacant seats may be shared with our
alliance partners.”
NEW FACES
At least seven first-time BNP nominees will
take on experienced Jamaat leaders.

Jamaat Ameer Shafiqur Rahman is
expected to contest from Dhaka-15. In
2018, he ran from the same seat under the
BNP-led alliance. This time, the BNP has
chosen Jubo Dal leader Shafiqul Milton, a
first-time nominee.
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