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They recommended 
a centralised online 
monitoring and logistics 
system to manage 
equipment conditions and 
supply chains effectively.

CHCPs currently 
maintain over a dozen 
manual logbooks to record 
patient information, he 
said, adding that digitising 
this process would help 
doctors assess patients more 
accurately and efficiently.

Shah Ali Akbar Ashrafi, 
former director (MIS) of 
the Directorate General 
of Health Services, said 
digitisation would help track 
disease prevalence in specific 
areas and support health 

management planning.
“There’s a vast amount of 

data available, but we need 
to use it to inform policy 
decisions so that service 
seekers get benefit,” he 
added.

Prof Abul Kalam Azad, 
former DGHS director 
general, echoed the call for 
digitization and stressed 
the need for dedicated 
personnel to provide 
telemedicine services at 
community clinics.

Md Akhtaruzzaman, 
managing director of 
the Trust, emphasised 
integrating data collected 
for various purposes to 
streamline health service 
delivery. 

Dengue deaths cross
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or are referred late from 
outside Dhaka. 

“Many wait until their 
condition becomes critical, 
while many are referred 
from districts like Barishal, 
Pirojpur, or Barguna. They 
often deteriorate on the 
way because if fluids are 
not given properly in those 
first few hours,” he said.

“Some start their journey 
in pre-shock and arrive after 
several hours in full shock. 
By then, it’s often too late,” 
he said. “This is why deaths 
are highest in Dhaka South 
-- many critical patients 
from other districts are 
referred here.”

He also pointed 
out that many doctors 
outside the capital lack 
proper training in dengue 
management, leading to 
fluid mismanagement 
and preventable deaths. 
Smaller hospitals with 
limited resources worsen 
the problem.

Public health expert 
Mushtuq Hussain stressed 
that early detection and 
decentralised healthcare 
are key to reducing dengue 
deaths.

“If people could test for 
dengue near their homes 
at low cost, cases could be 
identified earlier,” he said. 

“Now, patients have to 
go to large hospitals and 
wait long hours. Often, 

the fever subsides by then. 
But in dengue, the critical 
phase begins after the fever 
ends,” he added.

Mushtuq said patients 
infected for a second time 
often become critical 
during this phase and 
arrive at hospitals too late.

He suggested offering 
dengue testing at 
community clinics, similar 
to COVID-19 testing, to 
ease hospital pressure and 
ensure timely diagnosis.

“If testing facilities were 
available in every area, 
especially near slums, 
dengue could be identified 
earlier and hospitals would 
be less overcrowded,” he 
said.

“Many patients who only 
need observation are being 
admitted, while critical 
patients face delays of four 
to five hours to get a bed -- 
and by then, their condition 
deteriorates further,” he 
added.

“ W i t h o u t 
decentralisation, mortality 
will remain high,” Mushtuq 
said. 

“In Dhaka, there is 
almost no primary or 
secondary care — only 
tertiary hospitals. In rural 
areas, facilities exist but are 
not well-equipped. If we can 
strengthen these equally 
across the country, deaths 
will drop significantly,” he 
added.

Pay our arrears
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we haven’t received any 
salary since July last year, 
following the expiry of an 
operational plan,” he said.

He also said CHCPs 
appointed in 2011, 2015, 
and 2018 under various 
projects and operational 
plans were brought under 
the revenue budget in 
December last year, but 
those who joined in 
2023 were not, creating 
discrimination.

“We will start a hunger 
strike until death from 
tomorrow [today] unless 

our demands are met by 
today,” he added.

Md Akhtaruzzaman, 
managing director of the 
Community Clinic Health 
Support Trust, said, “We 
honestly don’t know why 
they haven’t been paid. 
There’s no legal barrier. 
We believe they should 
receive their salaries, and if 
the Health Ministry issues 
directives, we’ll release the 
payments immediately.” 

Saidur Rahman, 
secretary to the health 
ministry, could not be 
reached for comment.
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Govt yet to issue
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termination, then how 
the termination will be 
executed is not clearly 
stated in the amendment. 
The definition of ‘public 
office’ in the case of army 
officers also requires 
further clarification. We 
hope the matter will be 
resolved fairly and that 
a positive outcome will 
emerge.”

Earlier, referring to 
discussions about the trial 
of army officers under the 
ICT Act, Mustafizur said 
both the Army Act 1952 
and the ICT Act 1973 are 
special laws.

“These two special acts 
will not be placed face 

to face. The case is being 
conducted under the ICT 
Act. We want the trial to 
be completed through a 
transparent process,” he 
said.

“We are maintaining 
communication with the 
government over these 
issues and will proceed 
as per its direction. If the 
government decides to 
conduct the trial under 
the Army Act, we are 
prepared for that,” he 
added.

The tribunal issued 
arrest warrants against 
32 accused, including the 
15 officers, on October 8 
after taking cognisance of 
formal charges.

To attract customers, a group of locals has built a ‘floating restaurant’ on a canal using plastic drums, wooden 
planks, and tin sheets at Shimulia village in Jhalakathi. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS

HIRING BANGLADESHIS

Japan for more 
skills testing centres
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Japan is considering expanding more skills 
testing centres to facilitate smooth recruitment of 
Bangladeshis to the East Asian country.

Japan’s Vice-Minister for International Affairs 
of Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Watanabe Yoichi said this when Bangladesh 
Expatriates’ Welfare Ministry Senior Secretary Dr 
Neyamat Ullah Bhuiyan met him in Tokyo yesterday.

The vice-minister responded positively and 
expressed interest in expanding skill tests to several 
additional sectors, noting that the Japanese embassy 
in Bangladesh is already working to collect relevant 
information in this regard, according to a statement.

Japan currently has skills testing centers on 
caregiving, building cleaning management, automobile 
transportation business, agriculture and construction.


