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Life amid waste
and hardship

At least 40 women in Mymensingh’s Char
Kalibari survive by scavenging waste

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Sristi Akter, 30, from an impoverished
Kalibari
Mymensingh city, was married off at an
early age. A few years after her son was
born, her husband left her, leaving her
facing a bleak future. To ecarn a living
while caring for her son, Sristi tried
various ways, but nothing worked out.
For the past several years, she has
been collecting trash from Char
Kalibari Moylakanda, an open :

family in Char

waste  dumping station
of  Mymensingh ‘
Corporation, while her /
14 year old son works as |
an assistant to a mason. |
“Iearn Tk200-250 on |
average daily by collecting
trash and selling it to
scrap vendors in the area.
Considering the hours of

effort sorting discarded items
that are often risky and hazardous,
the earning is hardly enough. But what

else can I do?” she said.

Sristi is among some 40 women
from Char Kalibari who collect trash to

support their families.

Sahara Khatun, 40, a mother of
three, faces similar hardships and ended
up collecting trash from the dumping
station as her only means of survival.

Asma Akter, 45, another woman

City /

area of

7

i

doing the same work, said she can earn a
maximum of Tk 8,000 a month.

Talking to this correspondent, the
women said they collect discarded items
such as plastic packets, disposable syringes,
saline sets, needles, and broken glass or
metal shards, working for hours under
the open sky. They often get hurt by sharp
objects due to the lack of safety gear like
gloves and have to take tetanus injections.

Dr Ranjan Kumar Majumder, a retired

medicine specialist, said there is a
. serious risk in collecting trash
“_ without safety gear. The
. collectors may contract
' various
| infectious diseases like
| asthma,

allergies,
irritation, he warned.

air-borne and

diarrhoea,
and eye

Contacted, Mohabbat

Ali, conservation inspector

of MCC, said around 500

tonnes of waste,

five tonnes of medical waste, are
generated in the city daily.

including

Terming thejob of collecting trash “risky

and hazardous”, Ali said they recently took
an initiative to provide the women with

gloves and masks for their safety. “We have

already prepared a list of some 40 women
involved in trash collection to bring them
under a safety net. We are also considering
financial support as their work assists us,”
the official added.

HC Judge
Khurshid Alam
Sarkar removed

from post
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Justice Muhammad
Khurshid Alam Sarkar, a
judge of the High Court
Division of the Supreme
Court, has been removed
from his post.

“The investigation of the
Supreme Judicial Council
has found that Justice
Muhammad Khurshid Alam
Sarkar hasbecomeincapable
of discharging his duties
properly. So, in accordance
with the provisions of Clause
(6) of the reinstated Article
96 of the Constitution,
the president has removed
him from his post,” reads a
notification issued by the
law ministry yesterday.

Khurshid is one of
the 12 High Court judges
barred from judicial duties
since October 16 last year.
Earlier, two other HC
judges -- Justice Khandaker
Diliruzzaman and Justice
Khizir Hayat -- were removed
from office based on similar
recommendations.

These actions followed
protests on the SC premises
on October 16, where
demonstrators — mostly
students -- demanded the
removal of “pro-Awami
League fascist judges”.

Govt yet to issue

FROM PAGE 3

termination, then how
the termination will be
executed is not clearly
stated in the amendment.
The definition of ‘public
office’ in the case of army
officers also  requires
further clarification. We
hope the matter will be
resolved fairly and that
a positive outcome will
emerge.”

Earlier, referring (o
discussions about the trial
of army officers under the
ICT Act, Mustafizur said
both the Army Act 1952
and the ICT Act 1973 are
special laws.

“These two special acts
will not be placed face

to face. The case is being
conducted under the ICT
Act. We want the trial to
be completed through a
transparent process,” he
said.

“We are maintaining
communication with the
government over these
issues and will proceed
as per its direction. If the
government decides to
conduct the trial under
the Army Act, we are
prepared for that,” he
added.

The tribunal issued
arrest warrants against
32 accused, including the
15 officers, on October 8
after taking cognisance of
formal charges.

Dengue deaths cross

FROM PAGE 3

in full shock. By then, it’s
often too late,” he said. “This
is why deaths are highest
in Dhaka south -- many
critical patients from other
districts are referred here.”

He also pointed
out that many doctors
outside the capital lack
proper training in dengue
management, leading to
fluid mismanagement
and preventable deaths.
Smaller hospitals  with
limited resources worsen
the problem.

Public health expert
Mushtuq Hussain stressed
that early detection and
decentralised healthcare
are key to reducing dengue

deaths.

“If people could test for
dengue near their homes
at low cost, cases could be
identified earlier,” he said.

“Now, patients have to
go to large hospitals and
wait long hours. Often,
the fever subsides by then.
But in dengue, the critical
phase begins after the fever
ends,” he added.

He suggested offering
dengue testing at
community clinics, similar
to Covid-19 testing, to
ease hospital pressure and
ensure timely diagnosis.

“W it h owu't
decentralisation, mortality
will remain high,” Mushtuq
said.

A farmer drains water from his Aman paddy field in Rajshahi, trying to save his crop from waterlogging that has
already damaged many plants. Heavy rainfall over the past week has submerged half-harvested and nearly ripe
fields across the northern region, leaving farmers deeply worried about their final yield. The photo was taken

from the Darusha area of Paba upazila recently.
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