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Appeal filed to scrap 
15th amendment
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An appeal was filed with the Supreme Court 
yesterday seeking cancellation of the entire 15th 
amendment to the constitution, which abolished 
the non-party caretaker government system and 
brought several major changes to the charter.

The Jatiya Sangsad passed the 15th amendment 
on June 30, 2011, repealing the 13th amendment 
that had introduced the caretaker government 
system in 1996.

Four citizens -- Badiul Alam Majumdar, M 
Hafizuddin Khan, Md Jobirul Hoque Bhuiyan, 
and Zahrah Rahman -- filed the leave-to-appeal 
petition with the Appellate Division through 
lawyers Sharif Bhuiyan and Reduanul Karim.

They challenged the High Court verdict that 
had scrapped part of the 15th amendment and 
restored the provision for holding referendums on 
constitutional amendments.

The petition stated that the HC “erred in 
law” by not declaring the entire amendment 
unconstitutional for failing to hold a referendum 
as required by Article 142 of the Constitution.

Lawyer Sharif Bhuiyan told reporters that 
partial cancellation of the amendment had created 
complications, as several caretaker government 
provisions remain unsettled. He said while sections 
related to the caretaker system were restored, some 
related constitutional clauses were not.NASIRNAGAR OF B’BARIA

Silted canals put boro 
cultivation at risk

MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

The Goalnagar union 
in Nasirnagar upazila of 
Brahmanbaria lies on the 
eastern bank of the Meghna 
river, with adjoining wetlands 
through which water flows into 
two canals -- Kainchar khal and 
Chikondia khal.

The lives and livelihoods of 
locals largely depend on these 
waterbodies. The wetlands 
and canals provide water for 
irrigation for paddy cultivation 
on around 19,000 bighas of 
cropland in 10 villages of the 
union.

At present, however, farmers 
are passing days in distress, 
unsure whether they will be able 
to cultivate Boro paddy this year 
as the two canals have dried up.

Locals said years of 
unchecked sand extraction 
in Austagram upazila of 
Kishoreganj, across the Meghna, 
has changed the river’s course 
and caused heavy siltation, 

blocking the mouths of the two 
canals and causing them to dry 
up.

During a recent visit, this 
correspondent observed 
that the two-kilometre-long 
Kainchar khal has turned into 
narrow trench due to siltation, 
with sandy stretches on both 
sides. The four-kilometre-long 
Chikondia khal was seen in a 
similar condition. The adjoining 
crop fields, which should now 
be filled with farmers preparing 
paddy saplings, lie silent and 
empty.

“For the past few years, water 
flow in Kainchar khal has not 
been adequate. Last year, I had 
to spend a considerable amount 
only to extract water from the 
canal for irrigation. This year, 
the canal has completely dried 
up. There will be no water for 
irrigation -- how will I cultivate 
paddy this time?” said Ananda 
Sarkar, a local farmer.

Standing next to him, another 
farmer, Kashem Mia, said, “If the 

government does not excavate 
these canals by November, there 
will be no paddy cultivation in 
the entire Goalnagar union.”

According to the Upazila 
Agriculture Office, water 
from the Kainchar canal 
supports cultivation across 
six villages of the union -- 
Goalnagar, Noagaon, Mashma, 
Ashanagar, Dakshindia and 
Rampur -- covering around 
15,000 bighas. Another 
4,000 bighas in Sonatola, 
Jhamarbali, Kadamtali and 
Maizkhola villages depend on 
the Chikondia canal.

“This year, Boro cultivation 
is targeted in 16,000 bighas in 
Goalnagar union. However, if the 
silted canals aren’t excavated, at 
least 14,000 bighas will remain 
uncultivated. That would mean 
a production loss of around 3.3 
lakh maunds of rice,” said Imran 
Hossain, upazila agriculture 
officer of Nasirnagar.

Goalnagar Union Parishad 
Chairman Md Azharul Haque 

said farmers have been 
submitting written appeals for 
years to the Water Development 
Board and the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Development 
Corporation for steps to remove 
silt from the canals to facilitate 
cultivation, but no action has 
been taken yet.

Shahina Nasrin, upazila 
nirbahi officer of Nasirnagar, 
said they received the farmers’ 
written appeal and discussed it 
with the deputy commissioner 
and relevant agencies. 

“We’ve also spoken to BWDB 
and BADC officials. Hopefully, 
the problem will be resolved 
soon,” she added.

Akash Dutta, executive 
engineer of BWDB in 
Brahmanbaria, said the 
department had received 
applications regarding 
excavation of the silted canals. 
“We’ll forward the proposal to 
the headquarters. Once funds 
are approved, excavation work 
will begin,” he said.
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Maha Rasleela 
returns with 
festive spirit

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Members of the Manipuri 
community in Kamalganj upazila of 
Moulvibazar are passing busy days 
preparing for the Maha Rasleela. This 
year, the festival will be celebrated 
on November 5, coinciding with Ras 
Purnima.

Sounds of drums, ceremonial 
bells, songs and dance rhythms have 
created a vibrant ambience ahead of 
the community’s most significant 
religious and cultural event that 
celebrates devotion and joy through a 
blend of tradition.

Two major celebrations will take 
place this year -- the 183rd Maha Ras 
festival of the Bishnupriya (Manipuri) 
community at Jora Mandap in 
Madhabpur, and 
the 40th Maha 
Ras festival of 
the Meetoi 
( M a n i p u r i ) 
community at 
the Adampur 
M a n i p u r i 
C u l t u r a l 
Complex. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to community elders, King 
Bhagyachandra of Manipur first 
introduced the Maha Ras festival. 
The first Maha Ras festival outside 
Manipur was held in 1842 at 
Madhabpur in Kamalganj upazila.

The festival begins with the 
Gosthaleela or Rakhal Dance 
performance from dawn to dusk. The 
main event, Sri Sri Krishna’s Maha 
Rasleela, begins around 11:30pm and 
continues till dawn the next day, as 
dancers in traditional attire perform 
devotional dances celebrating Lord 
Krishna.

Sonaton Hamom, a prominent 
Manipuri author, said the Rasleela is 
not only a religious occasion but also 
a profound cultural tradition for the 
Manipuri people.

Kamalganj UNO Makhon Chandra 
Sutradhar said stringent security 
measures have been taken to ensure 
a peaceful celebration.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Heavy rains over the past few days have flooded 
vast stretches of croplands in Tanore, Paba, 
Mohonpur and Godagari upazilas of Rajshahi, 
leaving farmers worried that their crops will yield 
far less than expected.

According to the Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE) in Rajshahi, Aman paddy has 

been damaged on 276 hectares of land, 
vegetables on 175.5 hectares, onion 

on 48.5 hectares and mustard on 
169 hectares, along with several 

other crops across the district.
With large swathes of 

Aman fields under water, 
farmers were forced to dig 
temporary channels to drain 

the stagnant water.
Ram Chandan, a farmer from 

Trimohoni in Mohonpur upazila, 
said, “Even after offering higher 

wages, we can’t find labourers to harvest 
the paddy. The yield will be less than half of what 
we expected,” he said.

Farmers Mozahar Mondal and Abdul Aziz 
echoed him.

Sharmin Sultana, additional deputy director 
(crops) of the DAE in Rajshahi, said, “We have already 
begun visiting affected fields to assess the losses. 
Water levels have started receding in some areas.”

Rain submerges 
croplands in Rajshahi


