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Nepal SC halts
interim govt’s

decision to

recall 11 envoys

REUTERS, Kathmandu

The Supreme Court in Nepal has ordered
a halt to the recall of nearly a dozen
ambassadors, a lawyer said yesterday, in a
setback for Prime Minister Sushila Karki

and her interim government.

Karki, a former chief justice who
was appointed as the country’s first
woman leader in September after deadly
recalled 11

anti-corruption protests,
ambassadors to countries

China, the United States, Britain and
Japan, who were appointed by her

predecessor K P Sharma Oli.

In secking the envoys’ removal, the
government said it was not satisfied with

their performance.

including

yesterday.

“The government could not justify its
charges against the ambassadors in the

court,” Ananta Raj Luitel, an independent
lawyer who challenged Karki’s decision,

told Reuters.

Luitel said all ambassadors would
continue to work as usual in their
Kharel,
for communications and information
technology, said the government would

positions. Jagdish

minister

“respect the order of the Supreme Court.”

The 73-year-old Karki is tasked with

holding fresh elections to

house of parliament by March 5 and has

appointed a small cabinet

minded figures with anti-

credentials.
Seventy-six people were

more than 1,300 injured during the
protests in early September by the Gen
7. movement, named for the age of its

mainly young supporters.
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NCP preparing list

FROM PAGE 12

The Dhaka-12 has wo
names on the NCP’s list
of possible candidates
— Senior Joint Member
Secretary Nahida Sarwar
Niva and Jatiya Jubo Shakti
Convener Tarikul Islam.

Senior Joint Convener
Ariful Islam Adib will likely
run in Dhaka-14.

Contacted,
Sharmeen, senior joint
convener of NCP, told
this newspaper, “This is a
party of ordinary people.
From rickshaw-pullers to
garment workers, even
those who have never been
in politics can contest
the polls. Their sacrifices
during the July uprising
helped free Bangladesh
from fascism, and we want
people from all walks
of life to join us in this
election.”

According to  party
sources, general secretary
SM  Shahriar and joint
member secretary  Arif
Sohel have been shortlisted
from Dhaka-5and Dhaka-7,
respectively.

Samantha

In Dhaka-19 and
Dhaka-20, joint member
secretary Foysal Mahmud
Shanto and central
committee member Asadul

Islam Mukul are the
prospective candidates.
Narayanganj-1, will

likely be given to a relative
of Farhaan Faiyaz, the
teenager Kkilled in the July
uprising, but the identity
of the person could not be
confirmed.

Joint member
secretary  Abdullah Al
Alamin  may  contest
from Narayanganj-4.

Narayanganj-5 will likely
go to district coordinator
Shawkat Ali.

NCP’s joint convener
Sarowar  Tushar  may
contest from Narsingdi-1,
while Gazipur-4 will likely
be given to central joint
chief organiser Advocate
Ali Naser Khan.

In Chattogram division,
Chattogram-10 may be
given (o  metropolitan
Jubo Shakti convener Irfad
Ibrahim. NCP’s central joint
convener, Muhammad

Resolve differences

FROM PAGE 1
the council stressed the
urgent need (o reach
unified decisions on these
matters.

“Political parties

have been urged to take
the initiative to engage
in dialogue among
themselves and provide the
government with a unified
decision as soon as possible,
ideally within a week. This
will help the government’s
decision-making process.
The current situation
leaves no room for delay.”

The advisory council
also reaffirmed the
government’s commitment
to holding the national
clection in the first half of
February next year.

Asked what  would
happen if the political
parties fail to come to
an understanding, Asif
Nazrul said, “We have not
issued any ultimatum. We
will wait. After that, the
government will act as
necessary.”

Asked if the government
will further arrange
dialogues for  political
parties, he said the
government has already
held extensive discussions
and does not intend to
organise any more.

“Anti-fascist  political
parties have been in
dialogue over the past 15
years, reaching numerous
decisions and standing
united through difficult
times. The government
now expects these parties
to hold discussions and
present a unified decision.”

The adviser did not
comment when asked
about the complaint by
political parties that many
of the issues discussed with
the consensus commission
were not included in the
July charter.

JAMAAT WANTS
‘REFEREE’

Later in the day, Jamaat-
e-Islami  Nayeb-e-Ameer
Syed Abdullah Muhammad
Taher urged Chiel Adviser
Prof Muhammad Yunus to
play the role of a “referee”
in holding dialogue among
political parties.

“We welcome the
decision taken by the
advisory council. However, |
would like to add one point:
if the council believes its
responsibility is now over
and that it will no longer
take any initiative and
leave everything to political
parties, then there may be
a need for a referee in the
process. That’s why I hope
the chief adviser will play a
referee-like role, as he has
done in the past,” Taher
told a press conference at
the Khelafat Majlish office
in the city yesterday.

He said the advisory
council’s call is similar to
Jamaat’s call on Sunday
for a dialogue. “We want to
see the main stakeholder
parties respond positively.
If they do, a way forward
will emerge.”

‘SNAKES AND LADDERS’
Meanwhile, NCP Member
Secretary Akhter Hossen

said the  government
is “playing snakes and
ladders” over political

Relatives bid farewell to 17-year-old Palestinian Jameel Hanani, who was killed by Israeli
forces, during his funeral in Beit Furik, near Nablus in the Israeli-occupied West Bank,

PHOTO: AFP

Hamas ‘determined’ to
stick to Gaza truce

Erdogan tells OIC delegates in Istanbul

COMCEC economic cooperation summit.

Hamas is “determined” to stick to the Gaza
Turkish  President
Erodgan said yesterday, adding it was crucial
that Muslim nations play a leading role in the
Palestinian territory’s reconstruction.

“It seems that Hamas is quite determined
to adhere to the agreement,” Erdogan told
delegates from the Organization of Islamic
States (OIC) gathered in Istanbul for their annual

Hasan Ali, may run
from Chattogram-14
and NCP’s central joint
member  secretary  Mir
Arshadul Haque from
Chattogram-16.

In Cox’s Bazar-2, the

division’s  organisational
secretary SM Suza Uddin is
already campaigning.

Cumilla-6 may  be
given to central joint
chief coordinator Navid
Nawroz Shah, while
Brahmanbaria-3 to
central chief organiser Md
Ataullah.

In Barishal-5, central
joint member secretary
Mahmuda Mitu may run.

In Patuakhali-1
constituency, joint member
secretary Zahirul Islam
Musa; in  Patuakhali-2,
joint convener Mujahidul
Islam Shahin; and in
Jhalakathi-1, joint chief
coordinator Ariful Islam
Tuhin are likely candidates.

In Khulna-2, NCP will
likely pick the party’s
central committee joint
member secretary Faridul
Haque as a candidate.

reforms, alleging that it is
stalling the process instead
of implementing agreed-
upon decisions.

Speaking at a press
conference at the party office
yesterday, he said all parties
had reached a consensus
through the consensus
commission, and the
government was supposed
to issue an order based on
those recommendations.

“Instead, the
government is asking the
political parties to again
discuss the matters over
the next seven days. It
seems the government is
playing snakes and ladders
on reforms.”

Akhter alleged that the
government is attempting
to shift the responsibility
for reforms onto the
political parties, rather
than taking action itself.

“A faction within the
government is  trying
to sabotage the reform
process and disrupt the
election,” he said, adding,
“It is disappointing to see
the government trying to
derail the election through
formalities.”

He also criticised
political parties for failing
to implement the reform
pledges they made in July.

“The  July  charter
implementation order
must be issued as soon as
possible. People will not
support any actions that
derail reforms or disrupt
clections.”

Akhter called for
immediate steps to honour
the referendum decision.

Recep Tayyip

His remarks came as Turkey prepared to
host the foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Jordan,
Pakistan and Indonesia for talks on Gaza’'s
reconstruction as fears grow for the shaky

October 10 ceasefire. The talks were set to

begin at an Istanbul hotel later yesterday.
“At this point, we need to deliver more
humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza and
then begin reconstruction efforts,” he said.

Thousands
flee as Sudan
conflict
spreads

AFP, Port Sudan

civilians have fled towns
and  villages in the
Kordofan region east of
Darfur, the United Nations
said, just over a week after
paramilitary forces overran
the city of El-Fasher.

In recent weeks, the
central Kordofan region —
a strategic hinge between
Sudan’s Darfur provinces
and the Khartoum-
Riverine  heartland to
the east - has become
the latest battleground
between Sudan’s army and
the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces, locked in
a brutal conflict since April
2023.

An estimated 36,825
people have fled five
localities in North Kordofan
between October 26 and 31,
the UN’s migration agency
said in a statement late
Sunday.

Residents yesterday
reported a heavy surge
in both RSF and army
presence across towns and
villages in North Kordofan.

Both the army and RSF
forces are vying for El-
Obeid, the North Kordofan
state capital and a key
logistics and command
hub that links Darfur to
Khartoum, and also hosts
an airport.

Chinese

REUTERS, Beijing

The Pakistan Navy
designed submarine

East.

and

Chinese alternatives.

$5 BILLION ARMS DFAL
Pakistan eyes 2026
launch for first

submarine

expects its first Chinese-
Lo enter active service next

year, the country’s top admiral told Chinese state
media, bolstering Beijing’s bid to counter regional
rival India and project power toward the Middle

A deal under which Islamabad will take delivery
of eight Hangor-class submarines by 2028 is
“progressing smoothly,” Admiral Naveed Ashraf
told the Global Times in an interview published
on Sunday, adding the submarines would boost

Pakistan’
Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean.

s ability to patrol the North

The update on the Chinese
submarine  deal follows
Pakistan’s air force using
Chinese-made J-10 fighter
jets in May to shoot down
an Indian Air Force Rafale
aircraft, made by France.
The altercation between
the nuclear-armed
neighbours surprised many

in the military community

raised questions over the

superiority of Western hardware over

Under the terms of the submarine agreement
- reportedly worth up to $5 billion - the first four
diesel-electric attack submarines will be built
in China, with the remaining vessels assembled
in Pakistan to improve the South Asian nation’s
technical capabilities.

Pakistan has already launched three of the
submarines into China’s Yangtze River from a
shipyard in the central province of Hubei.

“Chinese-origin platforms and equipment
have been reliable,
and well-suited to Pakistan Navy’s operational
requirements,” Ashraf told the tabloid.

technologically advanced

website: www.aaub.edu.bd
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