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MFC calls for 
protection 
of journos
DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

The diplomatic network 
of the Media Freedom 
Coalition (MFC) in 
Bangladesh has 
expressed concern over 
the growing threats of 
online violence that 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
targets female journalists 
and media workers.

It also called for 
ensuring the protection 
of journalists and 
media workers, 
emphasising the safety 
and fundamental rights 
demanded by their 
profession.

In a statement issued 
yesterday to mark the 
11th global anniversary 
of the International 
Day to End Impunity 
for Crimes against 
Journalists, the coalition 
stressed the need to 
continue advancing 
gender equality within 
the media landscape 
and to dismantle 
barriers that perpetuate 
discrimination and 
violence.

The members of the 
network -- Australia, 
Canada, Denmark, 
Switzerland, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Norway, Sweden, the 
US, and the UK -- jointly 
issued the statement.

Biswa Ijtema 
after national 
election
UNB, Dhaka

Religious Affairs Adviser 
Dr AFM Khalid Hossain 
yesterday said Biswa 
Ijtema will be held 
in February after the 
national election.

The adviser came up 
with the information 
while talking to 
reporters after a meeting 
with the representatives 
of the two factions of the 
Tabligh Jamaat at the 
Secretariat.

The exact date of the 
Ijtema would be finalised 
later in consultation 
with both sides, said the 
adviser.

Home Affairs Adviser 
Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir 
Alam, Industries 
Adviser Adilur Rahman 
Khan and Senior 
Secretary to the Home 
Ministry Nasimul Ghani 
were present at the 
meeting.

Stranded in 
Sudan 
Moynul returns home 
with help of army, foreign 
ministry after 20 years
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After nearly two decades of isolation in war-
torn Sudan, Bangladeshi national Mohammad 
Moynul Haque has finally returned home with the 
assistance of the Bangladesh Army. 

He landed in Dhaka yesterday and was reunited 
with his family at the airport. According to a social 
media post from the Bangladesh Army, Haque, a 
contractor, moved to Khartoum, Sudan, in 2006 
for work. The outbreak of civil war trapped him in 
the country for years. He fled to the Abyei region for 

safety, but in the process, lost all vital documents, 
including his passport.

In May 2025, a Bangladesh Army patrol unit 
deployed under the United Nations Interim Security 
Force for Abyei found Haque. The army contacted 
his family in Bangladesh and formally requested his 
repatriation through Army Headquarters.

The request was forwarded to the foreign 
ministry, which coordinated with the Bangladesh 
embassy in Ethiopia. On August 15, the embassy 
issued a “travel permit”, arranged airfare, and 
provided financial assistance for Haque.

On October 29, under army supervision, Haque 
was flown from Abyei to Juba, South Sudan, and from 
there boarded an Ethiopian Airlines flight to Dhaka.

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Students at Amtali MU Girls’ 
Secondary School in Barguna 
continue to attend classes in unsafe, 
dilapidated buildings that have not 
been renovated in years. 

Established in 1965, the school is 
the only secondary-level institution 
for girls in Amtali upazila, with 420 
students currently enrolled.

The school’s six buildings are 
in severe disrepair, making them 
largely unfit for academic use. 
The original school building, 
constructed in 1966, has four 
rooms, including the headteacher’s 
office, a teachers’ common room, a 
hall room, and a computer lab. 

Due to decades of neglect, the 
roof has developed cracks, and 
plasters frequently fall off. During 
the monsoon season, water seeps 
through the roof, forcing teachers 
and students to hold classes outside.

In addition to the original 
structure, the school has a two-
room tin-shed classroom built in 
1972, which has been locked for 
the past five years due to its unsafe 
condition. A two-storey tin-shed 
science laboratory constructed 
nearby is also no longer usable.

The school also has three more 
buildings -- a three-room one built 
in 1987, a two-room building from 
2004, and a two-storey structure 
with five rooms from 2002. All 

of these buildings are similarly 
damaged. 

The plasters on walls and ceilings 
are falling off, windows and doors 
are broken, and the floors have large 
holes. Students are particularly 
concerned about the upper floor of 
the two-storey building, fearing it 
may collapse at any moment.

“The classrooms have become 

very risky. We attend classes in 
fear every day,” said Jhinia Akter, a 
10th-grader. Her classmates, Lamia 
Newaz Orchi and 8th-grader Mariam 
Adiba, shared similar concerns.

Despite sending several 
applications to higher authorities, 

the school has received no help for 
renovation. 

Headteacher Md Shah Alam 
Kabir said, “All six buildings are 
unsafe. Nothing has been done 
despite multiple requests.”

Md Jasim Uddin, district 
education officer of Barguna, 
assured that a recommendation for 
renovation would be made to the 

higher authorities. 
Md Rokonuzzaman Khan, the 

upazila nirbahi officer of Amtali, 
said, “Considering the students’ 
safety, we will take necessary steps 
to resolve the infrastructure issue as 
soon as possible.”

AMTALI MU GIRLS’ SCHOOL

Students attend classes 
in risky buildings

Bodies of man, 
woman found 
in Dhaka 
warehouse
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered the 
decomposed bodies of a 
man and a woman from a 
warehouse located on the 
ground floor of a house 
in Dhaka’s Uttar Badda 
yesterday morning.

A police official said 
some residents had 
noticed a foul smell for the 
past few days and decided 
to search the warehouse, 
where they found the 
bodies.

The bodies have been 
sent to the Dhaka Medical 
College morgue for 
autopsy.

Habibur Rahman, 
officer-in-charge of Badda 
Police Station, said the 
warehouse had been locked 
from the outside.

As the bodies were badly 
decomposed, DNA samples 
will be collected to confirm 
their identities, the OC added.
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Following heavy downpour on Saturday, farmers in Gobindaganj ventured into 
their flooded farmlands early in the morning as the sun rose above the horizon. 
They delicately harvested as much of the crop that could be saved from the 
the grips of nature’s wrath. Saturday’s rain severely flooded large swatches 
of farmland in Gobindaganj, with similar situations observed in areas like 
Chapainawabganj, Naogaon, Natore, and Rajshahi, inset. As climate change 
continues to alter rain patterns even late into the year, farmers across the 
country are concerned about adapting to a continually changing foe. The photos 
were taken yesterday morning.

FARMERS RUSH TO 
SALVAGE CROPS
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