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Maldives 
begins ‘ban’ 
on smoking
AFP, Malé

The Maldives began 
implementing a smoking 
ban yesterday on anyone 
born after January 2007, 
becoming the only nation 
with a generational 
prohibition on tobacco, the 
Health Ministry said.

The move, initiated 
by President Mohamed 
Muizzu earlier this year -- 
which came into effect on 
November 1 -- will “protect 
public health and promote 
a tobacco-free generation”, 
the ministry said.

“Under the new provision, 
individuals born on or 
after January 1, 2007 are 
prohibited from purchasing, 
using, or being sold tobacco 
products within the 
Maldives,” it added.

“The ban applies to 
all forms of tobacco, and 
retailers are required to 
verify age prior to sale.”

The measure also applies 
to visitors to the nation of 
1,191 tiny coral islets scattered 
some 800 kilometres across 
the equator and known for 
its luxury tourism.

Stampede at 
India temple 
kills nine 
AFP, Mumbai

At least nine people were crushed to death after 
a massive crowd surge at a Hindu temple in 
southern India’s Andhra Pradesh yesterday, the 
state’s governor said.

The stampede occurred at the Venkateswara 
temple in Kasibugga in Srikakulam district, where 
a crowd of devotees had gathered.

Andhra Pradesh governor S. Abdul Nazeer 
expressed his “profound grief on the death of nine 
pilgrims in the stampede”.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave his 
condolences to those “who have lost their near and 
dear ones”. “I pray that the injured recover soon,” 
Modi added.

Deadly stampedes and crowd crushes are a 
common occurrence at big Indian gatherings and 
religious festivals.

In September, at least 36 people were killed 
after a stampede broke out at a campaign rally 
of popular actor-turned-politician Vijay in Tamil 
Nadu state. And in June, a sudden crowd surge 
at a Hindu festival in the coastal state of Odisha 
triggered a stampede that killed at least three 
people and injured several others.

The previous month, six people were crushed to 
death in the western state of Goa after thousands 
gathered for a popular fire-walking ritual.

In January, at least 30 people were killed in an 
early morning crush at the Kumbh Mela, a Hindu 
mega-festival in the northern city of Prayagraj.

Indian Sikhs 
given visas 
for festival in 
Pakistan
AFP, New Delhi

Indian Sikh pilgrims 
have been issued visas for 
neighbouring Pakistan, 
the first major allowance 
after travel between the 
arch-rival nations was 
frozen during conflict in 
May.

There was no immediate 
response from New Delhi, 
but Indian newspapers 
reported yesterday that 
the government would 
allow “selected” groups to 
travel for a 10-day festival to 
celebrate the founder of the 
Sikh faith.

Tensions remain high 
between New Delhi and 
Islamabad, after deadly 
clashes between the 
nuclear-armed rivals in 
May -- the worst fighting 
since 1999.

More than 70 people 
were killed in missile, drone 
and artillery exchanges.

The Pakistan High 
Commission in New Delhi 
said it had issued “over 
2,100 visas to Sikh pilgrims 
from India”.

Tens of thousands of 
Sikh pilgrims are expected 
to flock to Pakistan’s city 
of Nankana Sahib, the 
birthplace of Guru Nanak.

Nankana Sahib lies 
85 kilometres west of 
the border with India. 
Celebrations are expected 
to begin on Tuesday.

Canada PM says 
Xi talks ‘turning 
point’ on ties 
Apologises to Trump over 
anti-tariff ad campaign

AFP, Gyeongju

Canadian premier Mark Carney yesterday called his 
talks with China’s leader Xi Jinping a “turning point” 
in restoring their battered ties, adding he raised tricky 
topics with Beijing like foreign interference.

Carney also confirmed from the APEC summit in 
South Korea that he had apologised to Donald Trump 
over an anti-tariff ad campaign that prompted the US 
president to raise tariffs on Canada.

Canada’s relations with China have been among the 
worst of any Western nation, but on Friday Carney and Xi 
held the first formal talks between the countries’ leaders 
since 2017, as both manage Trump’s trade onslaught.

“This meeting marked a turning point in our 
bilateral relationship. We have now unlocked a path 
forward,” Carney told reporters.

Xi also invited Carney to visit China.
Ties fell into a deep freeze in 2018 after the arrest 

of a senior Chinese telecom executive on a US warrant 
in Vancouver and China’s retaliatory detention of two 
Canadians on espionage charges.

Ottawa and Beijing have since engaged in tit-for-tat 
tariffs including on Canadian canola, an oilseed crop 
used to make cooking oil, animal meal and biodiesel.

Trump last Saturday hiked tariffs on Canada by 
10 percent after a “fake” anti-tariff ad campaign that 
featured late US president Ronald Reagan.

The US president flatly rejected any resumption of 
trade negotiations even after Carney said sorry for the 
ad.

“I did apologise to the president. The president was 
offended,” Carney said on Saturday, while insisting he 
was relaxed about when talks would resume.

“After all the noise of this week, Canada still has the 
best trade deal of any country with the US,” he said.

“We can spend our time watching Truth Social 
worrying about the reactions of individuals. We are 
staying calm,” he said.

Resume 
nuclear talks
Mediator Oman 
calls on Iran, US

AFP, Manama

Oman, which hosted 
several rounds of US-Iran 
nuclear talks that were 
derailed by the Israel-Iran 
war in June, urged the 
countries yesterday to go 
back to the negotiating 
table.

“We want to return to 
the negotiations between 
Iran (and) the United 
States,” Omani Foreign 
Minister Badr Albusaidi 
said during a panel at the 
IISS Manama Dialogue 
conference in Bahrain.

Oman, Iran’s traditional 
intermediary, hosted five 
rounds of US-Iran talks this 
year.

However, “just three 
days before the sixth and 
possibly decisive round of 
talks, Israel unleashed its 
bombs and missiles in an 
illegal and deadly act of 
sabotage”, Albusaidi said.

The talks had aimed 
for a new agreement that 
would curb Iran’s nuclear 
activities in return for 
sanctions relief.

Western countries, 
including the United States, 
have long accused Iran of 
seeking to acquire atomic 
weapons, while Iran insists 
its nuclear programme is 
for peaceful purposes.

Albusaidi called for 
fellow Gulf nations to 
favour dialogue with Iran 
and others long seen as foes 
and rivals in the region.

“Over the years, the GCC 
has at best sat back and 
permitted the isolation 
of Iran,” he said, referring 
to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council regional bloc.

People release white doves as they mark the first anniversary of the fatal November 2024 Novi Sad railway station canopy collapse, which 
killed 16 people, triggering nationwide accusations of widespread corruption and negligence, in Novi Sad, Serbia, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Situation in Sudan 
‘apocalyptic’

Thousands feared ‘in grave danger’ in El-Fasher after it falls to 
paramilitary forces

AFP, Port Sudan

Thousands of civilians are feared 
trapped and in imminent danger in 
the Sudanese city of El-Fasher after 
its fall to paramilitaries, Doctors 
Without Borders said yesterday, as 
Germany’s top diplomat described 
the situation there as “apocalyptic”.

At war with the regular army 
since April 2023, the Rapid Support 
Forces seized El-Fasher on Sunday, 
pushing the military out of its 
last stronghold in Darfur after a 
grinding 18-month siege marked by 
starvation and bombardment.

Since the city’s fall, reports have 
emerged of summary executions, 
sexual violence, attacks on aid 
workers, looting and abductions, 
while communications remain 
largely cut off.

Survivors from El-Fasher who 
reached the nearby town of Tawila 
have told AFP of mass killings, 
children shot before their parents, 
and civilians beaten and robbed as 
they fled.

The UN says more than 65,000 
people have fled El-Fasher since 
Sunday but tens of thousands 
remain trapped. Around 260,000 
people were in the city before the 
RSF’s final assault.

“Large numbers of people remain 
in grave danger and are being 
prevented by the Rapid Support 
Forces and its allies from reaching 
safer areas,” Doctors Without 
Borders (MSF) said.

The NGO added that only 5,000 
people had managed to make their 
way to Tawila, about 70 kilometres 
to the west.

Several eyewitnesses told MSF 
that a group of 500 civilians, along 

with soldiers from the military and 
the army-allied Joint Forces, had 
attempted to flee on Sunday, but 
most were killed or captured by the 
RSF and their allies.

Survivors reported that people 

were separated based on their 
gender, age or presumed ethnicity, 
and that many were still being held 
for ransom.

The UN said Friday the death 
toll from the RSF’s assault on the 
city may be in the hundreds, while 
army allies accused the paramilitary 
group of killing over 2,000 civilians.

Yale University’s Humanitarian 
Research Lab suggested on Friday 
that mass killings were likely 
continuing in and around El-Fasher.

The lab, which uses satellite 
imagery and open-source 
information to document human 
rights abuses during wars, said fresh 
images from Friday showed “no 
large-scale movement” of civilians 
fleeing the city, giving them reason 
to believe much of the population 

may be “dead, captured, or in 
hiding”.

The lab identified at least 31 
clusters of objects consistent with 
human bodies between Sunday 
and Friday, across neighbourhoods, 

university grounds and military 
sites.

“Indicators that mass killing is 
continuing are clearly visible,” the 
lab said.

At a conference in Bahrain on 
Saturday, German Foreign Minister 
Johann Wadephul said Sudan was 
“absolutely an apocalyptic situation, 
the greatest humanitarian crisis of 
the world”.

Speaking at the same event, 
British Foreign Minister Yvette 
Cooper also described the reported 
abuses as “truly horrifying”.

“Atrocities, mass executions, 
starvation and the devastating use 
of rape as a weapon of war, with 
women and children bearing the 
brunt of the largest humanitarian 
crisis in the 21st century,” she said.

You live it on the threats we all face 
from China’s aggression and course 
of actions in the South China Sea and 
elsewhere… No one can innovate and 
scale like the United States of America, 
and we’re eager to share those 
capabilities with allies and partners.

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth 
tells allies on China threats 


