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Country is now
moving forward

without AL
Says Hasnat Abdullah

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

National Citizen Party leader Hasnat
Abdullah yesterday said the chapter of
the Awami League has already ended and
that the country is now moving forward
without them.

“It is precisely because the Awami
League is out of the equation that
different political parties are now able
to sit for dialogue. Any attempt (o
rehabilitate or reconcile with the Awami
League will be unacceptable to the NCP,”
Hasnat, the party’s chief coordinator
(south), told reporters after a meeting in
Pirojpur.

Referring to recent discussions on social
media over the “Yes” and “No” campaigns,
Hasnat said elections are vital for a
democratic transition, but a referendum
must come first.

“This order [regarding the referendum|
should come directly from the chief
adviser, not through any gazette
notification. The president, nominated by
the Awami League, has no jurisdiction to
issue such an order,” he said.

“Those who support fundamental
reforms are saying ‘Yes’, while those
opposing them are saying ‘No’,” he added.

Asked whether the NCP would join any
political alliance, Hasnat said, “Anyone
opposing reforms will inevitably drift
away from the NCP. Whether we join an
alliance will depend on time and on who
stands for or against reform.”

Criticising the Election Commission,
he said, “This state institution lacks a
clear policy. It is approving electoral
symbols at whim. The commission
must adopt and follow a defined policy
framework.”

Vendors take over
Rajshahi footpaths

Pedestrians suffer amid lack of monitoring, drives

SHOHANUR RAHMAN RAFI, Rajshahi

Footpaths across Rajshahi city have largely
become unusable due to illegal occupation by
street vendors, makeshift stalls and workshops,
causing immense hassle to pedestrians during
their daily commute.

From the heart of the city to its outskirts,
sidewalks meant for pedestrians are now being
used for roadside businesses, forcing people to
walk along busy streets amid the risk of accidents.

However, the city authorities are yet to take
any visible action through mobile courts as the
post of executive magistrate remains vacant.

During a recent visit, this correspondent
found the entire footpath stretching from
Sonadighi Intersection towards Rajshahi City
College occupied by makeshift food carts,
wooden tables and portable stalls, leaving no
space for movement.

Long queues of rickshaws stood in a complete
standstill, while several pedestrians remained
stranded on one side of the road, struggling to
cross the street or find a clear path.

A similar situation was witnessed in Shaheb
Bazar area in front of RDA Market, as well as in
Lakshmipur, Ranibazar, New Market and other
busy areas.

Ansar Ali, a pedestrian, said, “How can I even
walk? The footpath is unusable. People have
occupied it as if it’s their own property.”

Another pedestrian, Md Shohel Rana, a
student of Rajshahi City College, echoed him.

According to Rajshahi City Corporation
sources, the city has 448.76 kilometres of paved
roads, including 45 kilometres with sidewalks
alongside. However, much of these sidewalks
have been illegally occupied by various groups,
creating severe inconvenience for pedestrians.

From Bhodra to the Railway Station, more
than one Kkilometre of footpath remains

occupied by scrap dealers and workshops
conducting their businesses in the open.

Asked, Alomgir Kobir Liton, owner of a
workshop, claimed that the walkway usually
remains empty. “And our shop is right in
front of it. Since there’s open space, we use it.
Sometimes during eviction drives, we move our
materials inside quickly. Once the drive ends, we
bring everything back again.”

Contacted, Md Rezaul Karim, chief executive
officer of Rajshahi City Corporation, said,
“The executive magistrate’s post at the city
corporation is still vacant, which limits

our capacity. We are planning to conduct

eviction drives with support from the district
administration’s magistrates soon.”

Umme  Kulsum Shompa, additional
district magistrate of Rajshahi, said, “The city
authorities sought assistance from the district
administration. We have recently appointed
a magistrate temporarily to carry out the
responsibilities. The operation will begin soon.”

Confirming the development, Senior Assistant
Commissioner Debashish Bosak of the Rajshahi
District Administration said, “I received the
assignment on October 21 to act on behalf of
the city corporation’s executive magistrate. I will
personally inspect the sites to ensure action.”

NSC SYSTEM MANIPULATION
Two confess at court

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Two accused vyesterday gave their confessional
statements in a case filed over embezzling Tk 25 lakh
by manipulating the National Savings Certificate (NSC)
system through forgery and unauthorised encashment.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Mahbub Alam
recorded the statements of Arifur Rahman Mim, 32,
and Abdullah Al Fahad Imran, 32, said a court police.
After recording their statements, the magistrate sent
them o jail.

According to a police forwarding report, Arifur and
Imran confessed that they engineered the NSC system
to gain financial benefits.

On October 29, Abul Khair Md Khalid, additional
director of Bangladesh Bank, filed a case with Motijheel
Police Station, naming Arifur, former Chhatra Dal
leader Mohammad Maruf Elahi, 36; Al Amin, 23, and
Mohiuddin Ahmed, 46. The next day, police arrested
Ariful and Imran from the capital’s Motijheel area.

DU Islamic history
dept marks 75 years

CITY DESK

The Department of Islamic History and Culture at
Dhaka University beganits 75th anniversary celebration
with a commemorative speech and a keynote address
at the TSC Auditorium yesterday, said a press release.

Prof Syed Farid Alatas of the Sociology Department
at the National University of Singapore delivered the
keynote speech titled “Critic and Construction in the
Decolonization of Knowledge.”

Dr Md Akhtaruzzaman, former vice-chancellor
of Dhaka University, presided over the event, while
Central Women’s University VC Prof Parveen Hasan
attended as chief guest.

Dean of the Faculty of Arts Prof Mohammad
Siddiqur Rahman Khan was present as special guest.

The programme, jointly organised by the department
and its Alumni Association, was inaugurated by
Department Chairman Prof Md Ataur Rahman Biswas.
Alumni Association President Shabnam Shehnaz
Chowdhury Deepa gave the vote of thanks, and Prof
AKM Khademul Haque moderated the session.

Amendment

FROM PAGE 4
could be achieved “in their
hands”.

Ganosamhati  Andolon
Chief Coordinator Zonayed
Saki said the process for
implementing the July
Charter must be finalised
through consensus, and
the election -- targeted for
mid-February — must be
held on time.

“Judicial reform and
the election are now
the nation’s  foremost
priorities,” he added.

Biplobi Workers Party
General Secretary Saiful
Haque said the national
election must be held on
the same day, with “no
scope to go beyond that.”

Ariful Islam Adib, senior
joint convener of NCP,
urged political parties to
adapt to the changing
political landscape, saying,
“Those who have long
worked within the existing
structure  must  NOw
recognise the space for new
political forces emerging.”

Meanwhile,  attending
the event, BNP Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir urged the interim
government to resolve the
ongoing controversy over
the July Charter and its
implementation  process
and to instead focus on

holding the upcoming
national election.
“Please  solve  those

problems so that all of us
can move together toward
the election. By resolving
these issues, we can work
for the welfare of the
people,” he said.
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