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to 17 in the same month 
last year.

A total of 45 such 
killings were reported in 
the past three months.

Odhikar also 
documented 7,979 
incidents of political 
violence during the interim 
government’s tenure. 

According to the report, 
281 people were killed 
in incidents of political 
violence during this period. 
Odhikar also recorded 242 
attacks on journalists in 14 
months, the highest -- 34 -- 
in September this year. 

M e a n w h i l e , 
rights organisation 
Manabadhikar Sanskriti 
Foundation (MSF) reported 
an increase in the number 
of unidentified bodies 

recovered across the 
country and deaths in 
jail custody in October 
compared to the previous 
month.

“The recovery of 
unidentified bodies 
continues to increase, 
while incidents of 
mob violence remain 
persistent,” said the report 
published yesterday.

“The lack of effective 
government measures 
has heightened fear and 
insecurity among citizens,” 
it added.

According to the 
MSF, 44 incidents of 
mob beating occurred in 
October, compared to 43 in 
September. 

Twelve people were killed 
and 50 others critically 
injured last month, while 

25 injured victims were 
handed over to police. In 
September, 24 people were 
killed and 36 injured in 
such incidents.

It added that 66 
unidentified bodies were 
recovered across the 
country in October, up 
from 52 in September.

The MSF also reported 
13 deaths in jail custody 
in October, up from eight 
in September. Six were 
convicted prisoners and 
seven were on trial.

The organisation 
stressed the need for 
proper investigations 
into custodial deaths, 
accountability of 
authorities, and improved 
medical and security 
conditions in prisons to 
prevent such incidents.

Oct logs highest dengue toll
FROM PAGE 3

have now passed. In this 
situation, the current 
condition is likely to 
remain stable throughout 
this month, providing 
a clearer picture of the 
overall situation,” he said.

However, Rahman 
cautioned that while 
numbers are expected to 
decline gradually, dengue 
will not disappear entirely. 
“Only the number of 
patients will slowly start 
to decrease,” he added.

He also pointed out 
that the Culex mosquito 
population is on the rise 
and requires immediate 
attention. “Authorities 
must focus not only on 
dengue but also on the 
growing Culex mosquito 
population,” he warned.

Rahman explained 
that the Culex population 
could become more serious 
by January or February, 
urging immediate 
preventive measures.

“Containers that 
previously held water but 
have now dried up may still 
contain mosquito eggs. 
These containers must 
be collected and properly 
disposed of without delay. 
Additionally, all active 
breeding sites should be 
identified and destroyed,” 
he suggested.

Rahman emphasised 
that authorities now have 
a window of opportunity 

to take effective action 
over the next few months. 
“If measures are taken 
promptly, the early surge 
of dengue cases that 
typically appears in March 
or April after the first 
rains can be delayed,” he 
added.

Entomologist of 
Jahangirnagar University 
Prof Kabirul Bashar 
also believes that while 
dengue cases may slightly 
decrease in November 
compared to October, 
the reduction will not be 
significant.

He attributed this 
to three main factors -- 
climate change and delayed 
rainfall, inefficiency of 
city corporations, and 
continued circulation of 
the virus.

Bashar said the 
epidemic can only be 
reduced through natural 
control or human 
intervention. “If nature 
suppresses the mosquito 
population, transmission 
will decline. Otherwise, it 
must be managed through 
human efforts, which 
city corporations are 
currently struggling to do 
effectively,” he said.

Bashar emphasised the 
need to treat dengue as a 
local government issue, 
involving wards, upazila 
councils and district 
councils, rather than 
focusing solely on city 

corporations.
He outlined three 

key strategies for the 
next phase of dengue 
control -- breeding source 
management, hotspot 
management, and 
community engagement.

“Focusing on these 
three key areas will be 
essential for the next phase 
of dengue control efforts,” 
Bashar said.
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A farmer takes care of his bottle gourd plants in Sylhet. Across Dakshin Surma upazila, farmers have started 
planting cucumbers, tomatoes, cauliflowers, and red spinach ahead of the winter season. The photo was taken 
in the Kamalbazar area recently. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

Amendment 
of July charter 
arbitrary: Manna
5th national council of 

Ganosamhati Andolon held 
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Nagorik Oikya Convener Mahmudur Rahman 
Manna yesterday questioned the authority of 
the National Consensus Commission to amend 
the July Charter after it was signed by political 
parties.

“The commission is acting arbitrarily and 
ignorantly. A document can be amended before 
signing, but once signed, it cannot be changed. 
Who gave them the authority to amend the 
Charter after signing?” he said at the 5th 
National Council of Ganosamhati Andolon held 
at the Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh, in 
the capital.

Manna said he saw in newspapers that a 
“note of dissent” in the July Charter had been 
removed. “If those in power act in such an 
arbitrary manner, what is the future of political 
parties?” he asked.

He also questioned whether the goal of building 
a democratic and discrimination-free Bangladesh 
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University Press Limited 
(UPL) has published a 
new book by Prof Ali Riaz 
titled “A Fractured Path: 
Challenges of Democratic 
Transition in Bangladesh”.

The book examines 
the state of democracy 
in Bangladesh following 
the 2024 uprising and 
questions whether the 
country can achieve lasting 
democratic stability. It 
also explores why previous 
governments failed to 
deliver on their democratic promises.

In this work, Prof Riaz analyses Bangladesh’s political 
realities alongside global experiences of democratic 
transition. He argues that a new social contract may be 
necessary to strengthen democracy in the country.

Prof Riaz is a professor of political science at Illinois 
State University, USA. He has also served as president 
of the American Institute of Bangladesh Studies and 
as vice-president of Bangladesh’s National Consensus 
Commission.

Ali Riaz’s new book 
explores Bangladesh’s 
democratic transition
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Criminal Investigation Department (CID) has filed a 
money laundering case against Jahangir Alam, a former 
office assistant of ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina, 
over the alleged laundering of Tk 100 crore.

The case was filed with Chatkhil Police Station in 
Noakhali yesterday after CID’s Financial Crime Unit found 
substantial preliminary evidence during an initial probe, 
said Jasim Uddin Khan, special superintendent (media) of 
CID, in a press release.

The case was lodged under the Money Laundering 
Prevention Act, the release added.

According to CID, Jahangir, originally from Chatkhil 
upazila of Noakhali, had worked at the National 
Parliament Secretariat on a daily wage basis.

After Awami League formed the government in 
2009, he was temporarily appointed as a personal 
assistant at the Prime Minister’s Office. CID said 
the position reportedly helped him gain significant 
financial benefits.

In 2010, Jahangir established a company named Sky 
Re Arrange Limited, which operated as a distribution 
business of a mobile financial service. 

However, investigators found numerous suspicious 
financial transactions under the company’s name, 
including large unexplained deposits into several bank 
accounts, inconsistent with its business operations.

Between 2010 and 2024, transactions exceeding Tk 
565 crore were recorded in multiple bank accounts of 
the company, a major portion of which came from cash 
deposits across the country, the CID said.

The sources of these funds remain unidentified, 
and initial evidence suggests links to hundi and money 
laundering activities, according to the release.

The investigation also found that Jahangir, along with 
his wife Kamrun Nahar and brother Monir Hossain, had 
been involved in illegal financial transactions for years. 
Jahangir and his wife moved to the US in June 2024 and 
are currently residing in Virginia.

Hasina’s former peon 
Jahangir sued for 
laundering Tk 100cr


