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A ‘third force’ taking shape?
FROM PAGE 3

So, the proposal was 
welcomed by most party 
members.”

“We’re still discussing it. 
If the alliance isn’t formed 
before the election, we’ll 
remain independent. We 
have no plans to ally with the 
BNP or Jamaat,” she said.

The potential nine-
party coalition would 
reportedly include six 
parties currently under 
the “Gonotontro Moncho” 
-- ASM Abdur Rob-led 
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal 
(JSD), Nagorik Oikya, 
Biplobi Workers Party, 
Ganosamhati Andolon, 

Bhasani Janashakti Party, 
and Rashtra Sanskar 
Andolan.

Sources said the bloc will 
remain united and join any 
new alliance collectively.

A leader from 
Ganosamhati Andolon, 
speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said the 

Zonayed Saki-led party is 
“keeping its options open” 
and could align with either 
the BNP or NCP.

Apart from the AB 
Party, every other party in 
the proposed alliance is 
also reportedly in active 
discussions about forming 
an alliance with the BNP.

Pak general
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During the meetings, 
both sides discussed 
strengthening defence 
and security cooperation 
between Bangladesh 
and Pakistan. They also 
exchanged views on 
expanding collaboration 
through joint training 
programmes, seminars, and 
official visits, the services 
said in notifications.

The Pakistani delegation 
arrived in Dhaka on 
October 24 on a five-day 
official visit.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s 
ISPR said in a press 
release, quoted by the 
Dawn newspaper, that 
during the meeting with 
General Waker, both sides 
“appreciated the positive 
trajectory of expanding 
defence cooperation” 
and agreed to maintain 
“regular exchange visits 
at various tiers of military 
leadership”.

It further noted that 
both sides “recognised the 
emerging challenges posed 
by disruptive and divisive 
disinformation efforts 
across multiple platforms” 
and reaffirmed the need 
for “enhanced cooperation 
and joint efforts to 
effectively counter these 
threats”.

On October 25, General 
Mirza paid a courtesy 
call on Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus at the 
State Guest House Jamuna.

Syngenta, Star
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Under this collaboration, 
the scholarship programme 
will award 150 final-year 
students from agricultural 
universities across the 
country. The initiative 
aims to recognise not 
only academic excellence 
but also the potential, 
vision, and commitment 
of students dedicated to 
advancing the future of 
Bangladesh’s agriculture 
sector. 

The application window 
will open in November 
2025 through a dedicated 
scholarship portal hosted 
by The Daily Star. The 
programme will conclude 
with an award ceremony 
in December, where the 
selected students will 
be honoured for their 
outstanding results 
and achievements in 
agricultural education.

Grassroots women leading fight
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At the event, 10 grassroots 
women were recognised 
as climate champions at 
the Climate Champion 
Awards 2025 for their 
outstanding contributions 
to environmental 
conservation, community 
mobilisation, and 
adaptation initiatives. The 
awards were presented at 
the Annual Community 
of Practices (CoP) Network 
Convention 2025, which 
brought together 100 
women-led civil society 
organisations from 
across Bangladesh. The 
event showcased gender-
responsive, locally led 
adaptation practices that 
promote climate resilience 
at the community level.

The 10 awardees are 
Madhabi Rani Robidas 
(Kurigram), Shibani Sardar 
(Khulna), Nazma Begum 
(Cox’s Bazar), Jannatul 
Hafsa (Cox’s Bazar), 
Neelima Chakrabarti 
(Khulna), Falguni Rani 
Mondal (Khulna), Murshida 
Khatun (Khulna), Bilkis 
Parvin (Satkhira), Rubiya 
Khatun (Satkhira) and 
Shafali Bibi (Satkhira).

Attending the event as 
chief guest, Rizwana said 
the spotlight remained on 
grassroots women leaders. 
“But the real voices are 
here at the grassroots,” she 
said.

“Though change may 
not always be in our 
control, the struggle for 
survival surely is -- and it is 
the women in our families 
who inspire that resilience 
every day,” she added.

Rizwana noted that 
women in Bangladesh are 

leading the fight for climate 
resilience -- at home, in 
their communities, and 
across disaster-prone 
regions -- and emphasised 
that empowering women 
is key to sustainable 
transformation in the 
country’s climate response.

“We must balance 
investment in mega 
infrastructure projects 
with increased allocations 
to protect people living in 
river erosion and disaster-
prone areas,” she added.

Nicolas Weeks, 
ambassador of Sweden to 
Bangladesh, said, “Women 
are even stronger leaders 
of climate action. You are 
innovating, organising, 
and leading change in 
your communities. Sweden 
is proud to support the 
EmPower project through 
UN Women and UNEP.”

Diepak Elmer, head 
of cooperation at the 
Embassy of Switzerland, 
added, “Resilience built 
from the ground up is the 
only kind that endures. 
Bangladesh’s women and 
grassroots leaders show 
that leadership does not 
always come from the top 
-- it comes from those who 
act and inspire others to do 
the same.”

UN Women Bangladesh 
Country Representative 
Gitanjali Singh  said, 
“Bangladeshi grassroots 
women are turning climate 
risks into opportunities 
for collective change. Real 
transformation begins in 
communities like Kurigram 
and Satkhira, led by women 
like you.”

Speaking at the 
convention, Shaheen 

Anam, executive director 
of MJF, said, “Women are 
the true drivers of resilience 
in their communities. 
Recognising their efforts 
and amplifying their 
leadership is essential for 
a sustainable and climate-
secure Bangladesh.”

She emphasised the 
urgent need for gender-
responsive policies, 
acknowledging that 
women in rural and 
marginalised communities 
are often on the frontline of 
climate challenges.

Kazi Rabeya Ame, 
programme analyst – 
gender and climate change, 
UN Women Bangladesh, 
and Nasrin Ahmed, 
programme manager of 
MJF, presented the project 
brief.

The convention featured 
ten stalls showcasing 
grassroots innovations 
and three parallel sessions 
on renewable energy and 
financing, policy and 
practice, and women’s 
leadership in collective 
climate action. The 
sessions were facilitated 
by Sabrina Nourin, senior 
programme manager, 
CED, BRAC University; 
Md Shamsuddoha, chief 
executive, Centre for 
Participatory Research 
and Development; and 
Shoma Datta, programme 
manager, MJF.

The event concluded 
with a collective pledge to 
strengthen collaboration 
between grassroots actors 
and national policymakers, 
ensuring women remain at 
the heart of Bangladesh’s 
journey towards climate 
resilience.
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Dust covers a stretch of the Khulna-Satkhira highway, reducing visibility and causing health problems for locals. 
The road has long been in poor condition, leaving residents to endure daily respiratory issues. The photo was 
taken near Nij Khamar in Khulna yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


