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CIA ‘false flag’ attack 
on US warship foiled

Claims Venezuela; Maduro suspends Trinidad and Tobago gas accord 
over the warship visit; US B-1B bombers fly over the Caribbean

AFP, Caracas

Venezuela claimed Monday to have 
dismantled a CIA-financed cell plotting a 
false-flag attack on a US warship deployed 
to the southern Caribbean, as Washington 
stepped up pressure on Caracas by flying 
bombers nearby.

Venezuelan authorities said they uncovered 
an operation targeting the USS Gravely, a 
guided-missile destroyer that docked Sunday 
in Trinidad and Tobago -- within firing 
distance of the Venezuelan mainland.

The ship’s arrival sparked outrage in 
Caracas, which called it a “provocation” and 
claimed it was “aimed at provoking a war in 
the Caribbean.”

It also deepened tensions with Trinidad and 
Tobago, whose Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar is a strong critic of Venezuela’s 
Nicolas Maduro, and a supporter of US 
President Donald Trump’s military campaign 
against drug traffickers in the Caribbean.

Maduro on Monday evening announced he 
had suspended a gas agreement with Trinidad 
and Tobago, accusing Persad-Bissessar of 
transforming her nation “into an aircraft 
carrier of the American empire against 
Venezuela.”

As part of Trump’s campaign, the Pentagon 
has so far deployed seven warships to the 
Caribbean and one to the Gulf of Mexico.

The United States has also announced the 
imminent arrival of the USS Gerald R. Ford, 

the world’s largest aircraft carrier, and its 
accompanying fleet.

Venezuela and some observers believe 
Trump’s administration is using the military 
deployments to build pressure on the 
government and depose Maduro, whom 
Washington does not recognize as the 
legitimate president.

Venezuelan Interior Minister Diosdado 
Cabello said Monday that a cell “financed by 
the CIA” planned to attack the USS Gravely 
and frame Caracas. Four people were arrested, 
Cabello said. 

Tensions rose further Monday as two US 
B-1B bombers flew over the Caribbean near 
Venezuela, the third such show of force in 
recent weeks.

Afghan-Pak 
peace talks 
end without 
resolution
Both sides blame 
each other for 
failure
REUTERS, Islamabad

Talks between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan in Istanbul 
to broker a long-term 
truce have ended without 
a resolution, two sources 
familiar with the matter 
said yesterday, a blow for 
peace in the region after 
deadly clashes this month. 

The talks aimed to reach 
lasting peace between the 
South Asian neighbours 
after dozens were killed 
along their border in the 
worst such violence since 
the Taliban took power in 
Kabul in 2021. 

Both agreed to a 
ceasefire brokered in Doha 
on October 19, but could 
not find common ground 
in a second round of talks 
mediated by Turkey and 
Qatar in Istanbul, Afghan 
and Pakistani sources 
briefed on the issue said, 
with each blaming the 
other for the failure.

A Pakistani security 
source said the Taliban had 
been unwilling to commit 
to rein in the Pakistani 
Taliban, a separate militant 
group hostile to Pakistan 
that Islamabad says 
operates with impunity 
inside Afghanistan. 

An Afghan source 
familiar with the talks 
said they had ended after 
“tense exchanges” over 
the issue, adding that the 
Afghan side has no control 
over the Pakistani Taliban, 
which has launched attacks 
against Pakistani troops in 
recent weeks. 

The sources sought 
anonymity as they were 
not authorised to speak 
publicly.

Trump lauds 
Japan’s ‘great’ 
female leader
REUTERS, Tokyo

US President Donald 
Trump lavished praise on 
Japan’s first female leader 
Sanae Takaichi in Tokyo 
yesterday, welcoming 
her pledge to accelerate 
a military buildup and 
signing deals on trade and 
rare earths.

Takaichi, a protegee of 
Trump’s late friend and 
golfing buddy Japanese 
leader Shinzo Abe, 
applauded Trump’s push 
to resolve global conflicts, 
vowing to nominate him 
for the Nobel Peace Prize, 
according to Trump’s 
spokeswoman.

Both governments 
released a list of projects 
in the areas of energy, 
artificial intelligence and 
critical minerals.

World far off 
track to meet 
climate goals: UN
AFP, Paris

The UN estimated yesterday that nations’ carbon-
cutting pledges imply a far-from-sufficient 
10-percent emissions cut by 2035, cautioning 
that it was unable to provide a robust global 
overview after most countries failed to submit 
their plans on time.

With just days to go before tense COP30 
climate talks in Brazil, UN Climate Change 
provided an emissions calculation alongside its 
formal assessment of national 2035 pledges.

The extra calculation incorporated elements 
from major polluters such as China and the 
European Union, which have not submitted full 
official updated pledges.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said last week that slow action from nations 
meant it was “inevitable” that efforts to limit 
temperature rise to 1.5C would fail in the short 
term, unleashing devastating impacts during a 
period of overshoot as countries worked to pull 
temperatures back down again by the end of the 
century.

PLANE MANUFACTURING

India signs pact 
with sanctioned 
Russian firm
REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian state-owned warplane maker 
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd said yesterday it 
had signed an initial agreement to build civil 
commuter aircraft with a Russian aerospace 
firm subject to Western sanctions.

The agreement with United Aircraft 
Corporation marks a step towards 
producing a passenger aircraft in India for 
the first time, but risks stoking tensions 
with Western countries trying to punish 
Russia for its invasion of Ukraine. 

Industry sources told Reuters earlier this 
month that Indian refiners were poised to 
sharply curtail imports of Russian oil as 
New Delhi seeks to mend relations with 
Washington and persuade it to row back 
on hefty import tariffs imposed on Indian 
goods.

The UAC is under US, European Union, 
and British sanctions and is described 
by the US Treasury as a key enterprise in 
Russia’s military-industrial complex.

India has said it does not subscribe to 
unilateral sanctions and has criticised 
the targeting of its ties with Moscow as 
unjustified and unfair, while accusing the 
West of double standards.

US President Donald Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi are welcomed by US Navy 
Rainbow Side Boys aboard the aircraft carrier USS George Washington during a visit to the US Navy’s 
Yokosuka base in Yokosuka, Japan, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Palestinian farmers and foreign volunteers flee as the Israeli army fires tear gas canisters while they are 
harvesting olive groves near the Israeli-occupied West Bank village of Turmus Ayya, close to the city of 
Ramallah, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Melissa to hit Jamaica 
as Category 5 storm
3 killed; thousands evacuated across Caribbean; four 
deaths reported in Haiti, Dominican Republic
AFP, Kingston

Jamaican officials urged the public to get to 
higher ground and shelters ahead of Hurricane 
Melissa’s expected landfall yesterday, with the 
prime minister warning it could bring 
massive devastation.

The Category 5 storm -- 
which could be the island’s 
most violent on record -- is 
charting a painstakingly 
slow path through the 
Caribbean, and has already 
been blamed for three 
deaths in Jamaica, three 
deaths in Haiti and one in 
the Dominican Republic.

It could affect 1.5 million 
people in Jamaica alone, the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies said.

The US National Hurricane Center (NHC) 
reported that Melissa was still 150 miles (240 
kilometers) from Kingston late Monday, and 
reaching maximum wind speeds of 175 miles 
per hour.

Its heavy rains combined with intense winds 
could wreak devastation on par with historic 
hurricanes, including 2017’s Maria or 2005’s 
Katrina, which left indelible impacts on Puerto 
Rico and the US city of New Orleans.

Scientists say human-driven climate 
change is causing such massive 

storms to become increasingly 
common in the region.

Local government minister 
Desmond McKenzie said 
Monday evening that of the 
island’s 880-odd shelters 
standing by, only 133 were 
hosting locals.

They “should be seeing 
people now”, McKenzie said, 

adding: “I want to urge persons in 
these parishes to get to high ground 

as quickly as possible.”
Jamaican Prime Minister Andrew Holness 
said the island’s western end faced the worst 
destruction. “I don’t believe there is any 
infrastructure within this region that could 
withstand a Category 5 storm, so there could 
be significant dislocation,” he told CNN.

WESTERN SUDAN

Warnings grow of ethnic 
cleansing in El-Fasher
AFP, Port Sudan

Reports were mounting yesterday of ethnically 
motivated atrocities in the western Sudanese city 
of El-Fasher since its capture by paramilitaries, with 
allies of the army accusing fighters of executing 
“more than 2,000” civilians.

El-Fasher fell to the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
after more than 18 months of brutal siege warfare, 
giving the group control over every state capital in 
the vast Darfur region.

Allies of the army, the Joint Forces, said 
yesterday that the RSF “committed heinous crimes 
against innocent civilians in El-Fasher, where 
more than 2,000 unarmed citizens were executed 
and killed on October 26 and 27.

It’s absolutely 
clear that we’re 

approaching 
diplomacy 

only from the 
position where 

we currently 
stand. We will 
not take any 

steps back and 
leave one part 
of our state or 

another.

Says Ukraine’s 
Zelensky on peace 

talks with Russia


