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would help implement 
BNP’s 31-point reform 
agenda, which includes 
forming several 
commissions.

“The interim 
government’s commissions 
were insufficient. We will 
restructure them and 
open the process to public 
input,” he added.

Jamaat-e-Islami Naib-
e-Ameer Syed Abdullah 
Muhammad Taher said if 
the election is not fair, the 
chief adviser should cancel 
it and announce a new 
one. “Any deviation will be 
noticed by the public,” he 
said.

Taher stressed that 
the election must be 
transparent and meet 
international standards. 

He also urged all parties 
to follow the election code 
of conduct and criticised 
past governments for 
corruption and negative 
activities that thwarted 
opportunities for change.

Akhter Hossen, member 
secretary of the National 

Citizen Party (NCP), said 
peaceful power transfer 
has rarely been seen in the 
past. “Those who come 
to power tend to focus on 
staying there for long. We 
want to break that cycle,” 
he said.

Stressing the need for 
peaceful power transfer, he 
linked it to greater youth 
and women’s participation 
in elections.

Former caretaker 
government adviser 
Rasheda K Chowdhury 
expressed concern over the 
lack of trust in the electoral 
process, particularly 
regarding women’s rights.

She urged political 
parties to ensure women’s 
safety during and after 
the polls and called for 
improvements in education 
and governance.

Kazi Maruful Islam, 
professor of Development 
Studies at Dhaka 
University, said parties 
must adhere to the election 
code of conduct and define 
how they will respond to 
violations.

He also urged the 
Election Commission 
to monitor and report 
breaches regularly.

Mahrukh Mohiuddin 
from the Women’s Political 
Rights Forum said they 
had officially rejected the 
July charter for failing to 
ensure adequate female 
representation.

Indigenous rights 
activist Sanjeeb Drong 
stressed the need to 
continue reserved seats for 
women in parliament.

Abdullah Kafi Raton, 
general secretary of the 
Communist Party of 
Bangladesh (CPB), and 
Mojibur Rahman Manju, 
president of the AB Party, 
also spoke at the event, 
among others.

Mariam Nessa, women’s 
rights lead at ActionAid 
Bangladesh, presented 
recommendations from 
similar discussions held in 
nine districts.

The session was 
moderated by ActionAid 
Bangladesh Country 
Director Farah Kabir.
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duties -- and that equal 
working hours for mothers 
and others are “unjust”.

He added that his party 
would “secure the rights 
of mothers and their 
children”.

Online reactions to 
Shafiqur Rahman’s 
statements were mixed. 
Some praised the proposal 
as a “noble idea,” while 
others warned it could lead 
to confining women to 
domestic roles. 

Many working women 
suggested that, instead 
of shorter hours, efforts 
should focus on improving 

workplace facilities 
such as daycare centres, 
breastfeeding corners, and 
safer transport.

At the reception, the 
Jamaat chief said, “We are 
being unjustly criticised 
-- people say that if we 
come to power, we will 
lock women up at home…”  
He added, “Ninety percent 
of the women [in Dhaka’s 
industrial areas] go out 
dressed modestly. Have 
we ever told them to wear 
burqas or hijabs? We have 
not.”

He also said many 
garment workers adopt 
certain clothes to “protect 
their honour”. 
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100 days on, no headway in 
IU student murder probe
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A hundred days after Islamic University (IU) 
student Sajid Abdullah was found dead, 
his classmates staged a protest carrying 
a symbolic coffin yesterday, demanding 
progress in an investigation that 
remains stalled.

Despite repeated appeals 
from the university and 
Sajid’s family, the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID) has yet to make any 
headway. 

“They haven’t found any 
clues or shared anything 
specific yet. We’re repeatedly 
pressing them to speed up the 
process,” said IU Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr 
Nakib Mohammad Nasrullah, adding that 
official letters have been sent seeking 
updates.

At a meeting with CID officials on 
campus yesterday, it was decided that 
investigators would be allowed to 
question anyone -- teachers, officials, 

employees, or students -- in connection 
with the case.

CID Kushtia Special Superintendent 
Abu Tarek admitted difficulties in the 
investigation, citing the absence of CCTV 
footage and an apparent unwillingness 

among students to speak. “It’s an 
incident inside the campus. 
That makes it difficult. But 

now the university has asked 
everyone to cooperate,” he 
said.

Sajid’s father, Ahsan 
Habibullah Delwar, expressed 

frustration. “Whenever we call 
the CID, they say it will take 
time -- but they can’t say how 

long,” he told The Daily Star.  On July 
17, police recovered Sajid’s body from a 
pond beside Shah Azizur Rahman Hall. 
Though initially reported as a drowning, 
a later viscera report confirmed he was 
strangled to death. The case, filed on 
August 4, was later handed over to the 
CID, but no arrests have been made so far.
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Participants at the breast cancer awareness 
programme at OBHIZATRIK School in Mirpur, Dhaka 
yesterday.

Shaathi, Gold Kinen 
host breast cancer 
awareness event

CITY DESK

Shaathi Bangladesh Ltd, in partnership with 
Gold Kinen, organised a breast cancer awareness 
programme yesterday at OBHIZATRIK School in 
Mirpur, Dhaka, marking Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month 2025, said a press release.

The event aimed to educate underprivileged 
women and girls on early detection, prevention, and 
breast health.

Dr Shahara Kumkum, conducted an interactive 
session inspired by this year’s global theme, “Every 
Story is Unique, Every Journey Matters”.

Around 30 mothers and 10 students participated, 
gaining vital knowledge and an open space to 
discuss health issues -- an often-neglected topic due 
to stigma.

Gold Kinen, the event’s sponsor, reaffirmed its 
commitment to empowering communities through 
health and social initiatives.
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