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Asean not sending 
monitors: sources
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Southeast Asia’s Asean bloc will not send 
observers to Myanmar’s elections in December, 
diplomatic sources said Monday -- a setback to the 
junta’s push for international legitimacy.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has billed the 
December 28 polls as a step towards reconciliation 
in the civil war unleashed by his 2021 coup.

Asean chair Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim 
yesterday repeated calls for an “immediate 
ceasefire”.

Leaders of the 11-nation Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, meeting in Malaysia, 
voiced “deep concern” over the conflict and 
warned of “a lack of substantive progress” towards 
peace, in a statement released late Sunday.

“The cessation of violence and inclusive political 
dialogue must precede elections,” it added.

“What it means is that there are no Asean 
observers, but Asean countries are free to send 
observers on a bilateral basis,” one diplomat told 
AFP, requesting anonymity.

A second diplomat confirmed there was no 
consensus among members to deploy a mission 
under Asean’s banner.

Trump rules out 
VP run in 2028
AFP, Aboard Air Force One

Donald Trump yesterday said that he would not 
run for vice president in the 2028 American 
election, a move some supporters suggest would 
allow him to skirt term limits and stay in the 
White House.

The US Constitution limits presidents to two 
terms, and Trump began his second in January.

However, some of his advocates have suggested 
the Republican could skirt the rule by becoming 
vice president and then stepping back into a 
vacated top job.

Asked whether he would run for vice president 
in November 2028, Trump told reporters aboard 
Air Force One that he “would be allowed to do 
that”.

But he added: “I wouldn’t do it... I think it’s too 
cute. It wouldn’t be right.”

A popular theory among his supporters is that 
the current vice president, JD Vance, could run for 
president in 2028 on a ticket with Trump.

If Vance won, the theory goes, he would quickly 
resign and put Trump back in office.

US President Trump meets with Japan’s Emperor Naruhito at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

US-INDIA TIES

Top officials hold 
talks as rift on 
trade drags on
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio met 
with India’s foreign minister yesterday, 
as the two countries push trade talks and 
ease tensions over Washington’s punishing 
tariffs.

Few details were released, but Rubio’s 
meeting with Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 
is the highest-level contact since the 
United States imposed sanctions last week 
on Russian oil companies, a key source of 
India’s crude supplies.

Jaishankar posted a photograph on 
social media showing him smiling and 
shaking hands with Rubio, saying he 
“appreciated the discussion on our bilateral 
ties as well as regional and global issues”.

 Relations between Washington and 
New Delhi plummeted in August after 
Trump raised tariffs to 50 percent, with US 
officials accusing India of fuelling Russia’s 
war in Ukraine by buying Moscow’s 
discounted oil.

Afghan-Pak 
truce talks 
enter 3rd day
AFP, Kabul

Afghanistan and Pakistan 
entered a third day of 
negotiations yesterday to 
secure a lasting ceasefire, 
with Kabul urging “dialogue 
and understanding” after 
Islamabad warned of war if 
talks collapse.

Two weeks ago, 
Afghanistan launched 
a border offensive after 
explosions in Kabul the 
Taliban authorities blamed 
on Pakistan, sparking 
fierce clashes that left 
dozens dead on both sides, 
including civilians.

Islamabad responded 
with strikes against armed 
groups on Afghan soil, 
prompting further violence 
and a short-lived 48-hour 
ceasefire that collapsed 
soon after.

A second truce emerged 
following talks in Doha, 
mediated by Qatar and 
Turkey, though its terms 
remain unclear.

Displaced Palestinian woman Amal Alyan and her children sit on the rubble of what was once their home in Al-Shati camp, 
Gaza City. Many Palestinians have returned to their homes as a shaky ceasefire holds between Hamas and Israel, but only a 
few have found them intact. The photo was taken on Sunday. PHOTO: REUTERS

28 ‘carbon bomb’ projects 
launched since 2021

AFP, Paris

Some 28 so-called carbon bomb fossil 
fuel extraction projects have begun 
operating since 2021 despite their 
catastrophic climate impact, a group of 
NGOs warned yesterday.

Carbon bombs were defined in a 2022 
research article 
as oil, gas or coal 
facilities capable 
of generating 
more than a billion 
tons of CO2 each 
over their lifetime. 
The authors at the 
time counted 425 
of these projects 
worldwide.

The year 2021 
is significant because that is when 
the International Energy Agency said 
launching new oil and gas projects was 
incompatible with reaching climate 
targets set out in the 2015 Paris 
Agreement.Two years later at COP28, 
countries around the world agreed to 
begin a phase-out of fossil fuels.

The NGOs making the latest count 
are Lingo, Data for Good, Reclaim 
Finance, and Eclaircies.

They say some 365 projects are 
still producing more than one billion 
tonnes, with the different count due 
to operations that have either cut their 
output or been re-evaluated.

China accounts for 43 percent of 
these “carbon bombs”, Russia nine 
percent and the United States five 

percent.
Western oil 

majors have the 
most projects, but 
Saudi Aramco 
and China’s 
CHN Energy 
produce the most 
emissions.

The report 
also identified 
more than 2,300 

smaller extraction projects, approved or 
launched since 2021, whose potential 
emissions exceed five million tonnes 
of CO2 each, equivalent to the annual 
emissions of a city like Paris.

Combined, the potential CO2 
emissions from all these projects are 11 
times greater than the global “carbon 
budget” remaining to keep global 
warming below 1.5C compared to the pre-
industrial era, according to the report.

Hope rises on US-China trade deal
Countries reach a ‘consensus framework’ on deal ahead of Trump-Xi meet on Thursday

AGENCIES

Optimism grew Monday that Donald 
Trump and China’s Xi Jinping will end 
their bruising trade war during talks this 
week, as the US president touched down in 
Tokyo on the latest leg of an Asian tour.

Trump said en route to close US ally 
Japan that he was hopeful of a deal 
when he sees Xi on Thursday, while also 
indicating he was willing to extend his 
trip in order to meet North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un.

“I have a lot of respect for President Xi 
and we are going to, I think... come away 
with a deal,” Trump told reporters on Air 
Force One, adding that he aimed to go to 
China “in the earlier part” of 2026.

The optimism boosted stock markets, 
with Japan’s Nikkei surpassing 50,000 
points for the first time.

As dozens of people gathered at Haneda 
Airport to take photos, the presidential 
plane -- also bearing Secretary of State 

Marco Rubio and Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent -- landed at sunset.

Sporting a golden tie, Trump boarded 
a helicopter to take him into the bright 
lights of the Japanese metropolis in time 

for an evening audience with the emperor.
“A great man,” Trump said afterwards.
On Tuesday, Trump was expected to 

meet new conservative Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi and make a speech on the 
USS George Washington aircraft carrier, 
docked at the US naval base Yokosuka.

 Trump’s Asia trip, his first tour of the 
region since returning to office, kicked 
off in Malaysia on Sunday with a flurry 

of agreements on the sidelines of an 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) summit.

He also moved to mend fences with 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva, but not with Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney, ruling out a 
meeting any time soon.

The greatest prize for Trump -- and for 
global markets -- remains a China deal.

Trump is due to meet Xi on Thursday 
in South Korea for their first face-to-face 
talks since the 79-year-old Republican’s 
return to the White House.

Before Trump’s arrival in Malaysia, 
Bessent and China’s Vice Premier He 
Lifeng held two days of trade talks, 
seeking an agreement to avoid additional 
100 percent tariffs due to come into effect 
on November 1.

Negotiators from Beijing and 
Washington have both confirmed a 
“framework” has been agreed.

“The two sides... reached a framework 
consensus on reciprocal solutions to 
current pressing economic and trade 
issues,” China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
said, according to a state media readout of 
his Monday call with Rubio.

Earlier on Air Force One, Bessent said 
they had “a framework for President 
Trump (and) President Xi to decide”.

However, Wang Yi warned that a 
“multipolar world is coming”, a veiled jab 
at Washington ahead of the talks.

Trump is due in South Korea on 
Wednesday for the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) summit, and will 
meet President Lee Jae Myung.

Trump has also fuelled speculation that 
he could hold face-to-face talks with North 
Korea’s Kim while on the Korean peninsula.

“I would love to meet with him if he’d 
like to meet. I got along great with Kim 
Jong Un. I liked him. He liked me,” Trump 
said on Air Force One.

China hails coming of 
‘multipolar world’

Trump says he might meet 
Kim Jong Un


