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of Narayanganj Sadar 
upazila. 

He was listed as 
number 132 among those 
critically injured during 
July movement, in the 
interim government’s 
official gazette. Alongside 
government’s financial 
support, the July 
Foundation also helped his 
family by providing goods 
to start a small grocery 
shop last month.

Due to his fragile 
condition, Salauddin 
could not manage the 
shop regularly -- his son 
Ratul often looked after it 
instead.

Family members 
recalled that during 
the anti-discrimination 
movement protests in 
Narayanganj last July, 
Salauddin had been 
working at a shop in 
Bhuigor area. When 
demonstrations erupted 
in the city, he joined the 
protesters. On July 19, he, 
along with others, was 
shot by police.

After initial treatment 

at Narayanganj 300-Bed 
Hospital, he was transferred 
to the National Institute of 
Ophthalmology, where he 
underwent surgery, but he 
never regained vision in 
one eye.

Salauddin’s wife, 
Rani Begum, believes he 
might have survived if he 
had received advanced 
treatment. 

Worried about their 
future, she said, “We have 
no savings. He worked 
whenever he could, and 
that is how we lived. I never 
imagined I’d lose him like 
this.”

Salauddin’s janaza was 
held yesterday at Godnail 
Bazar, followed by burial 
at a local graveyard, family 
members confirmed.

Salauddin, who lost sight
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department, said his elder 
son, Amir Faisal Ratul. 

Ratul said, “Apart from 
the eye, bullets had hit 
my father’s face, neck, 
and hands. The splinters 
in his throat could not 
be removed. Doctors 
had advised him not to 
talk much. He had been 
coughing badly in recent 
days, and he would often 
cough blood.”

“My father had also 
been seeing dimly through 
his other eye,” he added.

Salauddin lived 
with his wife and two 
sons in Godnail area 

Advisory council 
to stay on till new 
govt takes over
Interim govt clarifies Mahfuj 
Alam’s earlier remarks
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The advisory council will continue performing its regular 
duties and holding meetings as usual until power is 
handed over to the elected government, the interim 
government said yesterday.

The clarification followed media reports interpreting 
comments by Information Adviser Mahfuj Alam as 
suggesting a possible early cessation of council activities.

At a “Meet the Reporters” event organised by Dhaka 
Reporters Unity on Sunday, Mahfuj hinted that advisory 
council meetings might not continue beyond November. 

However, the interim government’s statement said, 
“It is not correct that the reform activities and policy 
formulation undertaken by the government must be 
completed by November. Rather, the reform activities will 
continue in full swing.”
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Potter Santosh Pal from Kalaskathi village in Barishal’s Bakerganj upazila arranges chitoi pitha moulds and 
rosher hari (earthen pots for storing date juice) on a traditional kiln for firing. During winter, he sells 100 rosher 
haris for Tk 2,500, with pitha moulds priced similarly. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

METRO RAIL, FLYOVERS

Writ seeks HC 
order to examine 
material quality
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A writ petition was filed with the High Court 
yesterday seeking its order on the government to 
verify and ensure the bearing quality of the materials 
used in the construction of metro rail and flyover 
pillars in Dhaka, in order to safeguard public lives.

Advocate Abdullah Al Mamun, a Supreme 
Court lawyer, submitted the petition.

The petition also sought a court directive for the 
formation of a committee to investigate possible 
negligence in the maintenance of the Dhaka Metro 
Rail that may have led to the fall of a bearing pad, 
killing Abul Kalam Azad on October 26.

He also sought an order for the committee, 
formed to investigate the incident, to submit a 
report to the court.

The secretary of the Ministry of Road, Transport 
and Bridges, the managing director of Dhaka 
Mass Transit Company Ltd, the executive director 
of Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority, and 
the Italian-Thai Development Company Ltd have 
been named as respondents in the petition.

Abdullah Al Mamun said the death of Abul 
Kalam has made it evident that the respondents, 
being public authorities under constitutional and 
statutory obligations, have failed to discharge their 
duties to protect the lives and safety of citizens by 
not adopting appropriate preventive and regulatory 
measures to control.

Undisciplined
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crime and law-and-order 
situation.

The home adviser said 
the police would play a 
key role in ensuring a free, 
fair, and neutral national 
election. He warned that 
no police member should 
take sides, seek or provide 
political favours, or act as 
political activists.

He said police have a list 
of “fascists” responsible 
for creating unrest 
in society and urged 
intensified drives against 
them.

“However, no innocent 
person should be 
harassed,” he said.

The adviser also 
directed police to hold 
regular district-level core 
committee meetings, 
withdraw politically 
motivated cases, and 
expedite the disposal of 
false ones.

“Any attack on police 
will not be tolerated under 
any circumstances,” he 
said, directing immediate 
legal action against those 
involved.

Highlighting the rise 
of cybercrimes, Jahangir 
urged young officers to 
take the lead in tackling 
digital threats.

IGP Baharul said the 
national election would be 
a major challenge but also 
an opportunity to restore 
public trust.

He instructed all units 
to recover illegal arms, 
improve intelligence 
gathering, and conduct 
election-related training 
with diligence.

The IGP also directed 
officers to register 
complaints submitted 
to the Commission on 
Enforced Disappearances, 
speed up investigations 
into anti-discrimination 
movement cases, and 
ensure timely police 
clearance certificates 
without harassment.
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Six more die of dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least six dengue patients died while 983 others were 
hospitalised in the 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday.

According to the Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS), among the deaths, four were reported 
from Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC) area, while 
one each in Dhaka South and Barishal division.

With the new deaths and cases, the total number of 
deaths this year rose to 269, while total cases rose to 66,423. 


