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US ‘fabricating’ a
new eternal war

Warns Venezuela’s Maduro
as Pentagon deploys top
aircraft carrier to LatAm

AFP, Washington

The Pentagon on Friday ordered the deployment of an
aircraft carrier strike group to counter drug-trafficking
organizations in Latin America, a major escalation of
a US military buildup that Venezuela’s leader warned
was steered at “fabricating a war.”

US President Donald Trump, who campaigned on
a promise of ending foreign military interventions,
in early September launched a military campaign
targeting boats allegedly used to smuggle narcotics,
destroying at least 10 vessels in a series of strikes.

But the American military buildup as part of that
campaign -- including 10 F-35 stealth warplanes and
eight US Navy ships - has sparked [ears in Venezuela
that Washington’s ultimate goal is the overthrow of "
President Nicolas Maduro, and the decision to send the ’ l

Thailand’s Queen
Mother Sirikit
dies at 93

REUTERS, Bangkok
Thailand’s Queen Mother Sirikit, who brought
glamour and elegance to a postwar revival in
the country’s monarchy and who, in later years,
. would occasionally wade into politics,
_ has died aged 93, the Thai Royal
§ Household Bureau said yesterday.
Sirikit had been out of the
public eye since a stroke in
2012.

The palace said she had been
hospitalised since 2019 due to
several illnesses and developed

a bloodstream infection on

October 17 before passing away
late on Friday.

A mourning period of one year has

been declared for members of the royal family

and household. The government said public offices
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carrier is certain to add to those concerns.
accused the

Late Friday,

Maduro

Trump

administration of stoking “a new eternal war.”

The US-Venezuela standoff has also pulled in
Colombia’s Gustavo Petro, a sharp critic of the
American strikes who was sanctioned by Washington
on Friday for allegedly allowing drug traflicking to

flourish.

Pak threatens
‘open war’ if

Afghan peace
talks collapse

REUTERS, Karachi
Pakistan’s defence minister
said yesterday he believes
Afghanistan wants peace
but that failure to reach
an agreement during talks
in Istanbul would mean
“open war,” days after both
sides agreed to a ceasefire
following deadly border
clashes.

The talks in Istanbul,
which began yesterday and
are expected to continue
into today, mark the latest
attempt by Pakistan and
Afghanistan to prevent a
relapse into violence after
the worst border fighting
since the Taliban’s 2021
takeover of Kabul.

The talks are meant to
devise a mechanism to
enforce the Doha ceasefire
longer term.

Khawaja ~ Muhammad
Asif said there had been
no incidents in the four
to five days since it was
agreed, and both sides were
complying with the truce.

“We have the option, if
no agreement takes place,
we have an open war with
them,” he said in televised
remarks from Pakistan.
“But I saw that they want
peace.”

The clashes erupted
earlier this month after
Islamabad demanded that
the Taliban curb militants
it says are attacking
Pakistan from sanctuaries
inside Afghanistan.

Pakistan launched
airstrikes across the border
and both sides exchanged
heavy fire, killing dozens
and prompting the closure
of key crossings that
remain shut.

Protesters hold signs as they attend an anti-Trump rally against US President Donald Trump’s tariff policy ahead
of his visit to South Korea for the APEC summit, in Seoul, South Korea, yesterday. Trump headed to Asia for high-
stakes trade talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping, saying he would also like to meet North Korean leader Kim

Jong Un during the trip.

UKrainian strike
damages a dam in
Russia’s Belgorod

Says region’s governor; Russian missile
strikes in Kyiv, other regions kill 4; 20 hurt

AGENCIES
The governor of Russia’s Belgorod
region said yesterday that Ukraine
had struck a dam on a local reservoir,
causing damage.

In a statement on Telegram,
Vyacheslav Gladkov said that repeat
strikes on the dam could risk flooding,
and advised residents of parts of two
border settlements, Shebekino and
Bezlyudovka, to leave their homes for
temporary accommodation.

Belgorod region borders
Ukraine’s eastern Kharkiv
region, and has come
under attack by Kyiv's
forces  since  the
outbreak of full-scale
conflict between
Russia and Ukraine
in 2022. There
was no immediate
comment from Kyiv,
reports Reuters.

Separately, Russia’s
Defence Ministry said
that its forces had downed
121 Ukrainian drones overnight,
including seven that were {lying
towards Moscow.

Meanwhile, Russian overnight drone
and missile strikes killed four people
and wounded some 20 others in the
Ukraine capital Kyiv and several other
regions, authorities said yesterday.

“One rescuer was killed and another
wounded as a result of a repeated
missile strike on the Petropavlivska
community in the Dnipropetrovsk
region,” the internal affairs ministry
said on social media.

A woman was also killed, and seven
people were injured in the eastern
region, the ministry added, reporting
damage to fire trucks, residential
buildings, and shops, reports AFP.

Moscow also targeted Kyiv, killing

two people and wounding 12 others,
mayor Vitali Klitschko said.

AFP journalists heard the distinctive
whirring of missiles and powerful blasts
at around 4:00 am (01:00 GMT).

Emergency services shared photos
of firefighters battling flames as major
fires broke out in the Desnyansky and
Darnytsky districts.

Russia fired nine Iskander-M ballistic
missiles and 62 attack drones, the
Ukrainian air force said, adding it had

downed four ballistic missiles
and 50 drones.

The US and the
European Union
announced new
sanctions this week

on Russian energy.
us President
Donald Trump’s
administration has
prepared additional
sanctions it could
use to target key areas
of Russia’s economy if
President Vladimir Putin
continues to delay ending
Moscow’s war in Ukraine, according
to a US official and another person

familiar with the matter.

US officials have also told European
counterparts that they support the EU
using frozen Russian assets to buy US
weapons for Kyiv, and Washington has
held nascent internal conversations
about leveraging Russian assets held in
the US to support Ukraine’s war effort.

While it is not clear whether
Washington will actually carry out
any of those moves in the immediate
term, it shows there is a well-developed
toolkit within the administration to up
the ante further after Trump imposed
sanctions on Russia on Wednesday for
the first time since returning to office
in January.

People hold a banner as they gather to attend a United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP) anti-immigration

march in central London, Britain, yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

o)

- rﬂl '

PHOTO: REUTERS

would fly flags at half-mast for a month and asked
government officials to observe mourning for one
year. Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
cancelled his trip to the Asean summit in Kuala
Lumpur due to the Queen Mother’s death. He
told reporters he would travel to Malaysia to sign
a ceasefire agreement with Cambodia today but
return to Thailand afterwards.
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