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Trapped in charity, deprived
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reinforcing the idea that
disability is a welfare issue,
not a constitutional right.

Ten-year-old Sakib
Ahmed from  Kapasia,
Gazipur, who has a

neurodevelopmental
disorder, illustrates the
system’s failings.

Officially enrolled in a
local government primary
school, he has no access to
trained teachers or adapted
learning materials.

“I teach him at home,” his
mother said. “School is just
a place for him to see the
outside world - it doesn’t
actually help him learn.”

According to the 2021
National Survey on Persons
with Disabilities by the
Bangladesh  Bureau of
Statistics with Unicef, 60
percent of children with
disabilities aged 5-17 are
out of school. Only 76 non-
government schools serving
these  children  receive
monthly pay order (MPO)
benefits.

“The problem is
structural,” said Md Jahangir
Alam, senior coordinator at
the Centre for Disability and
Development.

“Education  ministries
see persons with disabilities
as Social Welfare’s
responsibility. Children are
pushed into segregated
schools, isolated from
peers. These institutions -~
set up in the 1960s -- now
function like disconnected
‘prisons,” with no scope for
social integration.” He said
a lack of trained teachers,
poor infrastructure, and
rigid curricula continue
to exclude children from
mainstream education.

Women with disabilities
face even greater challenges.
They have lower literacy
rates and limited access to
training and jobs -- only
0.13 percent join vocational
training and 3.13 percent
hold formal jobs. Their
labour force participation
rate is just 11.34 percent,
compared with 41 percent

for men, according to
the Access Bangladesh
Foundation.

“Yet the Ministry of

Women and Children AfTairs
has no targeted or inclusive
programmes for women and
children with disabilities,”
said Ashrafunnahar Mishdi,
executive director of the
Women with Disabilities and
Development Foundation.
“If a woman with a
disability becomes pregnant
or needs nutritional support
for her child’s first 1,000
days, she is often excluded
because she already receives

a disability allowance,” she
said. “That allowance is only
Tk 850 -- barely enough for
medicine or basic needs.
Students face the same issue,
as receiving an education
stipend makes them
ineligible for the allowance.
Unless all ministries share
responsibility, women with

disabilities ~ will  remain
excluded.”

Meanwhile, essential
therapies -~ physiotherapy,
occupational therapy,
speech and  language
therapy, and clinical
psychology - are also
provided by the National
Disabled Development

Foundation, which operates
under social welfare instead

of health ministry.
“This raises concerns
about quality,” said

Jahangir Alam. “Therapy
professionals remain outside
the mainstream  health
system. Even the planned
Rehabilitation  Council is
under social welfare instead
of health.”

Mishti said identifying
disabilities requires medical
expertise.  “Administrative
officers can only detect
visible disabilities. Autism,
cerebral palsy, or mental
health conditions require
doctors. Most upazila health
complexes lack neurologists,
therapists, or psychologists,
so  early  intervention
becomes impossible,” she
said. “This is not just a
welfare issue; it’s a public
health issue.”

The  National  Skills
Development Programme
(NSDP) reserves five percent
of training seats for persons
with disabilities, but the

policy  remains largely
symbolic.

“Many  centres  are
physically inaccessible

and lack sign language
interpreters, materials for
visually impaired trainees,
or specialised instructors,”
said Dr Nafeesur Rahman,
a disability development
specialist.

“Responsibility lies only
with Social Welfare, so
the system cannot deliver
meaningful results,” he said.

Sports for persons with
disabilities also  remain
neglected. The National
Sports Council under the
sports ministry has taken
little initiative, leaving the
matter to, again, social
welfare ministry.

A space near parliament
and a under-construction
12-acre sports complex in
Savar are both managed
by the National Disabled
Development Foundation.

“Social Welfare alone

cannot  develop  sports
or bring in international
coaches,” said Dr Nafeesur.
“Until the Allocation of
Business is revised, all
responsibility will remain
with Social Welfare, and
rights for persons with
disabilities will continue to

be ignored.”
Experts  stress  that
disability inclusion, like

gender or child budgets,
should be integrated across
all ministries.

“Unless  responsibilities
are  formally  assigned
through the Allocation
of Business, no ministry
will act,” said Saidul
Huq, executive director
of Blind Education and
Rehabilitation Development
Organization (BERDO) and
an Ekushey Padak recipient.

“Every ministry should
have a disability section with
a dedicated officer. Revising
the Allocation of Business
won't solve  everything,
but it will make ministries
accountable,” he added.

When the UNCRPD
came into effect in 2007,
recommendations were
made torevise the Allocation
of Business to share
responsibilities.  Although
24 ministries agreed, the
Cabinet later blocked the
proposal, fearing similar
demands from other groups.
A renewed attempt in 2012
was also rejected.

After the formation of
Disability Rights Watch, a
five-member team met Chief
Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus in November last year
with proposals to implement
the 2008 recommendation
and rename the Ministry of
Social Welfare to the Ministry
of Social Development and
Empowerment to promote a

rights-based approach.
In May, the interim
government  asked  for

documents, and the Social
Welfare ~ Ministry ~ was
tasked with reviewing the
proposals.

“We held a stakeholder
meeting on September 14
andsubmittedaresolution to
the ministries to implement
these measures,” said Social
Welfare Additional Secretary
Bijoy Krishna Debnath,
also  managing director
of the National Disabled
Development Foundation.

“Revising the Allocation
of Business requires
coordination among
ministries. This is a long-
term process. I each
ministry fulfils its duties
under the 2013 Disability
Rights Act, persons with
disabilities will finally enjoy
their rights fully,” he said.

Fishermen prepare their nets to set sail for the Bay as the 22-day government ban on hilsa fishing ends tomorrow. The photo was taken near
the Kirtankhola River at Rasulpur in Barishal recently.

Man sets
wile, children
on fire

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Narsingdi

A man allegedly set his
wife and children on fire
at Sangeeta in Narsingdi
Sadar early vyesterday,
leaving  five  family
members badly burned.

The injured are Rina
Begum, 38, wife of
Farid Mia, 44; their sons
Arafat, 15, and Tawhid,
6; Rina’s sister Salma
Begum, 34; and Salma’s
son Farhad, 12.

Police said Farid, an
alleged drug addict, often
quarreled with Rina, who
had been living at her
father’s house.

Farid reportedly
entered the house,
poured petrol on
the sleeping  family
members, and set them
ablaze before fleeing.

Locals rescued the
victims and called 999.
Police later found them
burned and took them
to Narsingdi  Sadar
Hospital. Three were
referred to the National
Institute of Burn and
Plastic Surgery in Dhaka.
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Invitation for Tender Through Web

Bankers' Selection Committee Secretariat

Bangladesh Bank

Head Oftice, Dhaka
Website: www.bb.org.bd

Tender No. 114/2025

Tenders are hereby invited through Electronic Media (e-Tenders) from bona fide, government-approved higher
educational/training institutes for "Selection of an institution/firm for conducting recruitment examination for
the post of Senior Officer (General) (9th Grade) for State Owned Commercial & Specialized Banks and Financial
Institutions" under Package No. BSCS/2023/01. Detailed information and the terms and conditions pertaining to
this tender are provided below:

Date: 23/10/2025

01 | Procuring entity

Bankers' Selection Commitiee Secretariat (BSCS), Bangladesh Bank, Head Office,
Dhaka.

02 | Source of fund

Collection of fees from the applicants and funding from Bangladesh Bank and
concerned Banks & Financial Institutions

03 | Invitation for Tender No.

114/2025

04 | Method of procurement

Open Tendering Method (National).
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05 | Qualification of tenderer

This invitation for tender is open to all government-approved higher
educational/training institutes of Bangladesh who have satisfied the following
terms and conditions:

i) A minimum of 10 years of general experience as a third-party service provider
in the public sector, either as a sole service provider or in a joint venture.

i) The experience of successfully conducting a recruitment examination (i.e., an
MCQ test and at least a 2-hour written examination) and the preparation of
results for at least 1,00,000 candidates in a single arrangement under a single or
multiple contracts/work orders (with a value of at least BDT 1 crore) for
government, quasi-government, autonomous institutions, or banks and financial
institutions during the last seven (7) years. The Tenderer shall have to furnish
certificates from competent authority in line with the experience requirements.

iii) Approval (in case of a Private University/firm) from UGC/relevant government
authority regarding formation of the university/firm.

iv) Having a valid trade license (applicable for a private university/firm), TIN
certificate, VAT registration certificate.

v) Average annual turnover (in case of a private institution/firm) of at least Taka
4 (Four) crore during the last 3 years.

vi) No failure in carrying out any assignment during the last 10 years.

06 | Web address receiving

tender document

www bangladeshbank,org bd
www.bb.org bd (e-Tender)

07 | Name & address of the

offices receiving tender
security & other
documentary evidence

Bankers” Selection Committee Secretariat (BSCS), (16th Floor, 2nd Annex
Building), Bangladesh Bank, Head Office, Motijheel, Dhaka.

08 | Last date and time for

online  submission of
tender document

09/11/2025 up to 2:00pm

09. | Last date and time for

submission of original
tender security & tender
submission letter as per
Format PSN-1

09/11/2025 up to 2:00pm

10. | Date, time and place for
tender opening

All Tenders will be opened at Bankers' Selection Committee Secretariat, (16th
Floor, 2nd Annex Building), Bangladesh Bank, Head Office, Dhaka on 09/11/2025
at 2:30pm. (Intending Tenderer or their authorized representatives are allowed to
attend.)

11. | Time for completion of
the assignment

One year from the date of contract signing.

12. | Tender security

Tk. 8,00,000.00 (Taka Eight Lakh) only in the form of PO/BD/BG.

13. | Special instructions

i. The Tenderer shall submit tender and scanned copy of documentary evidence
through Bangladesh Bank website (e-Tendering) & shall have valid e-mail
address to participate in e-Tendering. Original Bank Guarantee/Pay Order will
be submitted in person to Director, Bankers' Selection Committee Secretariat,
Bangladesh Bank, Head Office, Dhaka.

ii. If the tender is not submitted online or incomplete, defective or without tender
security, it will be considered as non-responsive.

iii. Tenderer shall provide documentary evidence etc. (attesied or original
whichever is necessary) when requested, failing which the tender may be
considered as non-responsive.

iv. The Tenderer shall submit "PSN-1", "PSN-2" as per format given in tender
document and attached during submission of tender online (in pdf format).

v. Furnishing of any false, misleading documents may result in rejection of tender
and may lead to action under Rules 149 of PPR 2025,

vi. BSCS reserves all rights to accept or reject any or all the Tender without
assigning any reason whatsoever. No claim will be entertained in this regard.

DCP: 48/2025-2857
Date: 23-10-2025

Signed/-
Mizanur Rahman Akon
Director (BSCS), Bangladesh Bank
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Member Secretary, BSC
Phone: 88-02-9530226




