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Blast at central 
Russian plant 
kills 10: governor
AFP, Moscow

An explosion at a factory in the central Russian 
city of Kopeysk killed 10 people and left 12 others 
missing, the region’s governor said yesterday.

Authorities did not say what caused the blast 
late Wednesday or give the name of the plant, but 
Russian media outlets reported that it produced 
explosives for the military.

Videos of the incident on Russian social media 
showed a ball of flames erupting into the night sky, 
sending glowing embers in multiple directions.

“According to the latest information, 10 
people were killed in the explosion at the plant 
in Kopeysk,” Chelyabinsk region governor Alexei 
Teksler said on Telegram yesterday.

“The whereabouts of another 12 employees are 
being clarified,” he added. Russian prosecutors 
said they had opened a criminal investigation into 
“industrial safety” violations, without elaborating.

Investigators do not believe a Ukrainian drone 
attack was the cause, Teksler said. Kyiv has targeted 
Russian industrial sites with drones throughout 
the nearly four-year war.

Gunmen kill 
Pak militia 
chief, 5 others
AFP, Peshawar

Gunmen fired on a vehicle 
in Pakistan’s northwestern 
border region, killing a pro-
government militia leader 
and five others before 
torching their bodies, an 
official told AFP yesterday.

The attack took place 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province on Wednesday, 
where violence has surged 
since the Taliban returned 
to power in neighbouring 
Afghanistan in 2021.

The gunmen fired on 
the victims, poured fuel 
onto their vehicle and 
set it ablaze, a senior 
administration official 
told AFP on condition of 
anonymity.ictims,” the 
official said.

Residents walk near a damaged business centre following a drone attack in Kyiv, yesterday, amid the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. PHOTO: AFP

A person records a federal agent at an intersection in Chicago’s Cicero neighborhood during an immigration raid, following US President 
Donald Trump’s order to increase federal law enforcement presence to aid in crime prevention, on Wednesday. PHOTO: REUTERS

SPAT WITH MUSK’S X

India limits content 
takedown powers 
to fewer officials
REUTERS, Bengaluru

The Indian government has reduced the number 
of officials who can order content to be taken 
down from the internet, a move that follows a bitter 

legal battle with Elon Musk’s X that 
centered around a contentious 

policy.
X, Musk’s social media 

platform, had been in 
opposition to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 2023 
decision to police the internet 

by allowing thousands of 
officials to file takedown orders.
In August, Reuters reported 

that police inspectors were issuing 
takedown orders on cartoons and satirical 
posts, sparking one of X’s most high-profile 
legal challenges against a government’s content-
removal policy.

Africa accounts 
for 40pc of global 
conflicts: ICRC
Some 50 clashes currently 
going on across the continent
AFP, Addis Ababa

Africa accounts for roughly 40 percent of the world’s 
armed conflicts, with some 50 ongoing clashes across the 
continent, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) vice-president told AFP yesterday.

The continent is home to roughly 1.4 billion people, 
and while it contains huge mineral wealth and the world’s 
most youthful population, many parts of Africa remain 
mired in poverty and insecurity.

“We now have more than 50 active armed conflict 
situations in Africa,” said the ICRC’s Gilles Carbonnier.

This represents a 45 percent increase since 2020, he 
said, and accounts for “approximately 40 percent of total 
conflicts in the world”.

“The humanitarian consequences are truly dramatic, 
because we have some 35 million people displaced due to 
these conflicts in African countries, and this represents 

almost half of the displaced people in the world,” 
Carbonnier said.

It comes as the ICRC, like many other humanitarian 
organisations, faces a decline in funding due to massive 
aid cuts by the United States and other Western countries 
this year -- despite the “enormous” needs, he said.

In July, an international study revealed that the 
withdrawal of US aid could lead to more than 14 million 
additional deaths by 2030 among the most vulnerable, a 
third of them children.

“This forces us to make very painful choices, where we 
must reduce, or even cease, some of our operations to 
prioritise others,” Carbonnier said. The most “worrying” 
situation is Sudan, he said, gripped by a civil war since 
April 2023. Clashes between the regular army and the 
Rapid Support Forces have left tens of thousands dead, 
displaced nearly 12 million people, in what the United 
Nations calls “the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.”

“We have a health system that is largely destroyed,” 
he said, with the ICRC worried about the resurgence of 
cholera, malaria and dengue fever.

Methane threat grows as 
global action stalls: UN
REUTERS, Copenhagen

Almost 90 percent of satellite-
detected methane leaks flagged 
to governments and oil and 
gas companies are not being 
acknowledged, the UN said 
Wednesday ahead of the COP30 
climate talks next month.

The International Methane 
Emissions Observatory, which 
integrates over 17 satellites to 
observe plumes, got a 12 percent 
response rate from 3,500 alerts 
from leaks detected across the oil 
and gas sector, the report said, 
marking limited progress from last 
year’s response rate when only 1 
percent of alerts resulted in action 
to prevent them.

Although methane stays in the 
atmosphere for a shorter time 

than carbon dioxide, which is the 
biggest contributor to greenhouse 
gas emissions, it is much more 
effective at trapping heat. As a 
result, scientists consider cutting 
methane emissions to be the fastest 
way to tackle climate change in the 
near term.

More than 150 countries have 
signed a 2021 pledge to cut methane 
emissions by 30 percent this 
decade. “Actions remain too slow,” 

said Inger Andersen, executive 
director of the UN Environment 
Programme, which oversees the 
observatory’s Methane Alert and 
Response System that remotely 
detects leaks of the colourless gas.

“We are talking about tightening 
the screws in some cases,” Anderson 
said, referring to methane leaks 
from the oil and gas sector from 
venting and flaring. “We can’t 
ignore these rather easy wins.”

The report said it has 
documented 25 instances where a 
notification led to a large emissions 
event being fixed. Methane leaks 
from the oil and gas sector offer the 
most potential for mitigation, the 
observatory says. But it also plans to 
expand its detection work to include 
emissions from other major sources, 
head of the observatory said.

Any new attack would be 
‘another failure’: Iran
AFP, Tehran

Iran yesterday warned against 
fresh attacks on his country, after 
UN nuclear watchdog chief said 
he fears a possible “renewed use of 
force” if attempts at diplomacy with 
Tehran fail.

In mid-June, Israel launched an 
unprecedented bombing campaign 
against Iran, triggering a war 
during which Iran responded with 
missile and drone strikes.

During the 12-day war, Israel 
targeted Iranian military and nuclear 
sites as well as residential areas, with 
the United States joining later with 
strikes on key nuclear facilities.

The conflict derailed nuclear talks 
between Tehran and Washington 
which had begun in April. A 
ceasefire between Iran and Israel has 
been in place since June 24.

In an interview published 
Wednesday with Swiss newspaper Le 
Temps, the head of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Rafael 
Grossi said “if diplomacy fails, I fear a 
renewed use of force”.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi yesterday said it was not 
clear whether Grossi’s remarks were 
meant “out of concern or as a threat”.

“But those who issue such 
threats must understand that 
repeating a failed experience will 
only lead to another failure,” he 

added in a video published by the 
foreign ministry.

Tensions between Iran and the 
IAEA surged immediately after 12-
day war, with Tehran suspending 
its cooperation with the agency 
over what it described as its failure 
to adequately condemn the Israeli 
and US strikes.

In September, Iran and the 
IAEA agreed a new cooperation 
framework, but weeks later Tehran 
deemed that framework invalid 
after Britain, France, and Germany 
triggered the return of UN 
sanctions that were removed under 
a 2015 nuclear deal.

That deal was effectively 
torpedoed in 2018 when the US 
unilaterally withdrew from it 
during President Donald Trump’s 
first term in office.


