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Memorial Journo AUM Caretaker system
meeting Fakhruddin’s

for Ahmad
Rafique today

CITY DESK o

A condole- .

nce meeting i 4
commemo- =
rating F
Ahmad « AW
Rafique, a Language
Movement veteran, will

be held around 3:30pm
today at the Abdul Karim
Sahityabisharad Auditorium

of Bangla Academy in

Dhaka, said a press release.
Dhaka University

Professor Emeritus

Serajul Islam Choudhury,
convener of the national

committee for the
condolence meeting,
will preside over the
programme. Ahmad
Rafique, a  renowned
cultural activist, Tagore
exponent, poet, essayist

and columnist, passed
away at Dhaka’s Birdem
Hospital on October 1. He
was 96.

4 more die
of dengue,
803 get
hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
At least four dengue
patients died while 803
others were hospitalised
in the 24 hours till 8:00am
yesterday.

Of the deaths, two were
reported from Dhaka city,
while one each occurred
in Mymensingh and Sylhet
divisions, according to the
Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS).

With the new deaths
and cases, the total
number of deaths rose to
259, while total cases rose
to 63,170 this year.

Among the total
cases, a total of 41,638
dengue patients have so
far been released from
hospitals. Currently,
2,648 dengue patients are
undergoing treatment at
different hospitals across
Bangladesh, 1,709 of
whom are from outside
Dhaka.

Locals form a human chain on the bank of the Gangadhar river in Kurigram yesterday, demanding the
construction of a permanent embankment to protect their homes and farmlands from erosion that has already
devoured areas stretching nearly two kilometres at Dhanirampur and Madhya Dhanirampur villages. po70: sTar

Two govt ambulances
sit idle in Habiganj

Patients forced to pay double for private service

MINTU DESHWARA

are being forced to pay high fares
to private ambulance operators
for emergency transfers to Sylhet
or Dhaka, while two government
ambulances meant to serve them
sit idle and in disrepair.

Aslam Uddin, a resident of
Habiganj town, said he had to pay
nearly double the normal [are
to take his ailing mother from
Habiganj Sadar Hospital to Dhaka
in a private ambulance after failing
(o get a government one.

“I'mnotalone--thisishappening
to many families here,” he added.

Families say they often have no
choice but to pay Tk 6,000-7,500
for a Dhaka trip, despite the official
government rate being Tk 3,900.

Every day, an estimated 10 to
15 patients leave Habiganj 250-
bed District Hospital for advanced
treatment in Sylhet or Dhaka.
But most depend on private
ambulances, as the hospital’s two
government vehicles -- one received
in 2009 and another in 2017 -- have
become nearly unusable.

A hospital official, seeking
anonymity, said one vehicle is “almost
permanently at the workshop”, while

the other runs intermittently. Drivers
often refuse to operate the old
ambulance, the official said.

Private ambulance businesses,
however, are thriving.

Abdullah, a local operator, said
they charge Tk 6,500-7,500 for
Dhaka and Tk 3,000-4,000 for

Every day, 10 to

15 patients leave
Habiganj 250-bed
District Hospital for
advanced treatment
in Sylhet or Dhaka.
But most depend on
private ambulances,
as the hospital’s
two government
vehicles have
become nearly
unusable.

Sylhet, depending on the vehicle
model. Each of their ambulances
carns Tk 40,000-50,000 a month.

Abdur Rouf, one of the
government ambulance drivers,
said both vehicles are old and
frequently break down.

“The Dhaka-Sylhet highway is in

bad shape, and these ambulances
can’t handle long-distance trips.
Sometimes we have to turn patients
away because the vehicles aren’t
roadworthy,” he said.

Dr Aminul Haque Sarkar,
superintendent of  Habiganj
District Hospital, said he has been

appealing for replacements since
his posting two and a half years ago.
“Both ambulances are in terrible
condition due to age, but we try to
serve as many patients as possible.
I've repeatedly requested new
vehicles from higher authorities, but
none have arrived yet,” he added.

death anniv

BSS, Dhaka

anniver-
sary of
journalist
AUM Fakhruddin will be
observed today.

Starting his news
media journey as a
convener of “Kochi
Kanchar Asor” in 1958,
Fakhruddin wrote
numerous articles for
the now defunct dailies
-~ The Pakistan Observer
and The  Morning
News. Besides, he was a
correspondent of The
Daily Mirror (London)
from 1969 to 1975.

A song of patriotic
inspiration “O  Amar
Bangla Ma Tor Akul Kora
Ruper Shudhay Hridoy
Amar Jay Juriye”, written
by him was recorded in
1972. Later, Fakhruddin
worked as an associate
editor of the Weekly
Holiday until his death.

A Qurankhwani
and doa mahfil will be
held at his Dhanmondi
residence in the capital.

He died at Kurmitola
General Hospital in
Dhaka on October 24,
2020, aged 75.

Md Habibur
Rahman
passes away

Md
Habibur
Rahman,
afreedom
fighter of :
Sector-9
during the Liberation
War, passed away on
October 20 in Dhaka.
He was 76, said a press
release.

He left behind a host
of relatives, friends, and
well-wishers to mourn his
death. Throughout his
career, he held several key
positions, including chief
metropolitan magistrate,
joint secretary, deputy
commissioner, and chief
executive officer of a city
corporation.

scrapped under a
pre-planned design

Says Jamaat lawyer
at SC hearing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-Islami lawyer Mohammad Shishir Manir
yesterday told the Supreme Court that a dictatorial
and totalitarian regime had been established in
the country through the cancellation of the non-
party caretaker government system.

“Due to this dictatorial regime, Bangladesh
has gone through a major disaster in all aspects
of politics, economy and social policy. The non-
party caretaker government system is the most
acceptable formula for democracy as it is possible
to hold free, fair, impartial and credible elections
under such a government,” he said.

The lawyer made the remarks while placing
arguments before a seven-member bench of the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, headed
by Chiefl Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed, during the
third day’s hearing of the appeals and review
petitions against its 2011 verdict that scrapped the
non-party caretaker government system.

The apex court fixed October 28 for resuming
the hearing.

Arguing for restoring the caretaker
government system, Shishir Manir
told the court that the system
cannot be effectively implemented
during the period of the current
interim government as the
parliament is not functional now.

Yesterday, Manir told the court that the
caretaker government system was scrapped as
part of a completely pre-planned design, although
the parliamentary committee concerned at that
time had not wanted to exclude the system.

Arguing for restoring the caretaker government
system, Shishir Manir told the court that the
system cannot be effectively implemented during
the period of the current interim government as
the parliament is not functional now.

He said whatever verdict the Appellate Division
delivers in this case should conform with the July
charter’s proposals on the caretaker government
system. Otherwise, the total reform process will be
affected and lost, he added.

Farlier in the day, Barrister Ehsan A Siddiq,
the lawyer for rights body Law, Governance and
Policy, an intervener of the case, told the SC that
the 13th amendment, which had introduced the
caretaker system in 1996, is a basic structure of the
constitution and a constitutional convention as it
has strengthened the democracy of the country
through holding free, fair and credible elections.

The elections held under the otherwise
governments were questionable and therefore, the
caretaker government system cannot be removed.

A seven-judge full bench of the Appellate
Division, headed by the then Chief Justice ABM
Khairul Haque, had declared by a majority view
on May 10, 2011, the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution null and void.

They shot at me while I hung

FROM PAGE 3
shop, said that after Friday
prayers on July 19, he left the
shop for home. “As I crossed
the small bridge over the
Rampura canal and got onto
the main road, I saw police
and BGB members firing
on protesting students and
people,” he told the tribunal.
“Out of fear, I climbed to
the roof of a nearby under-
construction building.

Don’t include

Asked whether the issue

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Three policemen followed “I lost consciousness. FROMPAGE 3

me to the fourth floor. Theld When 1 regained sense, I manner,” he said.

onto a rod at the edge of found mysell in Famous Moyeen  said  over
the roof and tried to hang Hospital, where doctorswere  the past 17 years, the

there. One of them ordered
me to jump off. As I did not
comply, the policeman fired
three rounds at me. All three
bullets hit my legs. Then
another policeman fired
three more rounds -- those
bullets also struck both my
legs,” he said.

READY FLAT FOR SALE

stitching and bandaging my
wounded legs,” Amir said,
adding that he later received
treatment at several other
hospitals.

While cross-examining,
the defence counsel for
accused Chanchal wanted
to show the wounds. As
Amir was wearing trousers,
the prosecution brought in a
lungi that he wore upon the
tribunal’s  permission and
showed the wounds.

administration has been
politically motivated,
turning the 2014, 2018,
and 2024 elections into
mockeries in the name of
clections.

Yesterday, the BNP
delegation submitted a
series of demands to the
EC, however, when asked
how many proposals it
submitted, Moyeen did not
disclose the number.

3 BED 3 BATH. DINING AND
LARGE LIVING ROOM. SERVANT
ROOM WITH TOILET. 1 CAR
PARK. TOTAL 2066 SQF AT
BASHUNDHARA R/A- D BLOCK

CONTACT- 01817022776, 01680-633733|  |ZE_| 03 kopo88b0o

of a referendum was raised
during the meeting, he said,
“We want the referendum to
be held on the same day as
the general election.”

PRAYER
TIMING

OCTOBER 24

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 4-50 12-30 4-00 5-36 7-15
JAMAAT 5-25 1-15 415 5-39 7-45

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

JENDER/RE-TENDER NOTICE

1 Sealed Tenders are invited in Foreign currency from bonafide Manufacturer's/Supplier'sfindentor' s (Enlisted
Firms of DGDP) for supply of the following item for Bangladesh Amy

| Ser Nomenclatune Date of Selling Date of Currency | Costof Tender Mo
Mo From To Opening Schadube
e — (BOT) |
1 Spare Parts for Repeater Sta | 20102025 | 25-11-2025| 26-11-2025 | Foreign | 5000.00 215.258.25
WVXR-8000U, Radio Relay (2% Tima)
Leonardo MH-313X and Digital
Switch Board CD-115E), Qiy-
S I 11— N I
2. | Spare Parls for Radio Set 100 | 29-10-2025 | 25-11-2025| 26-11-2025 | Foreign | 1,000.00 215.260.25
Watt (Veh & Basa Sta) Model: TR-
| 2400, Qty-D6/71 Nos - {2 Time)
s Tander Schedules with detailad specificationaiconditions will be available on payment as per [T selling rate (Non

refundable) during office hour between 0BOD hour to 1300 hour from above mantioned seling date, The Tendar can be
dropped |atest by 1125 hour and will be opened at 1130 hour on the specified date of opening in presence of all tenderers
{If Prasent)

5 BAF Shaheen Eng

Tejgaon, Dhaka-1206

1. BAF Shaheen English Medium College (SEMC), Dhaka
invites applications for some required posts of teaching
and non-teaching staff from the qualified candidates.

2, For details, visit www.bafsemc.edu.bd or contact BAF
SEMC office directly.

ish Medium College

Principal

sifRIGTe ! TR TP
nigE Fawe wiuwe
B, TS
Daycaretongi201 9@ gmail.com

U 18105 8800 600, B, oF. 2o-(EM-2 383 s 28/30/3020

weeifae waeia fRefe

The Daily Star #f@m 5 38/%0/3¢ wifcd seme opm swfrs wfem
53 (=) W (reed gl e ar@ne) < manf @EE w09 The Public
Procurement Act, 2006 7 fEfemmm, soct =mEr FErsm g3t
ornfem | fafemmen soovam wiaared fafiaren sose waarl wevm e =
WICRE | Ty ou, o[ e e s waret sl aem

%{;.m};_azﬁ

R iR
(&~ o wfE

fofe-238% oH, st

Institutional Plot for Sale

A 60 bigha attractive plot will be sold adjacent to Rajuk
Purbachal new town and Jalsiri Housing Project
suitable for establishing an educational institution/
Hospital. please contact genuine buyers only.

01678036260, 01919001928

\ Rajshahi City Corporation
Rajshahi
www.e-rajshahi.gov.bd

Cancelation Notice

Due to Unavoidable Circumstances the
tender vied Memo No.
46.12.0000.006.14.244.2020.1093, Date
06.10.2025 for selection of Firm/Company
for Providing Services of Staff support has
been cancelled. Fresh Tender will be invited

(2~

Md. Mahamudur Rahman
Project Director & Executive Engineer
Rajshahi City Corporation

AFH-8(202¢-202Y)
BI2-29/50/202¢
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Memo No. 46, 12.0000.006.14.244.2020.1 186(13)
GD-2242

Date 23.10.2025

Dated Oetober 2025
GD-1246
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Majar
Fior Director General
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