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Want equal access to jobs
FROM PAGE 3

establish an independent, 
non-government Qawmi 
university.

According to the 
platform, Sanabiyyah 
Aamah (10th year) should 
be equivalent to Secondary 
School Certificate (SSC/
Dakhil), Sanabiyyah Uliya 
(12th year) to Higher 
Secondary Certificate 
(HSC/Alim), Fazilat (14th 
year) to Bachelor’s (Degree/
Fazil), and Takmeel/Daura-
e-Hadith (16+ years) to 
Master’s, which has already 
been recognised by the 
government.

Speakers said Qawmi 
students should be allowed 
to enrol in undergraduate, 
master’s, MPhil, and PhD 
programmes at all public 

and private universities, 
and all barriers preventing 
Qawmi graduates from 
sitting for the BCS and other 
jobs should be removed.

“Why should we not 
be considered capable of 
helping run the country? 
This narrow mindset must 
change. The Bangladesh 
of the future will be an 
Islamic Bangladesh,” said 
Makshudur Rahman 
Junayed, member secretary 
of the Qawmi Students 
Against Discrimination. 

Bangladesh Islami 
Chhatra Majlish President 
Muhammad Raihan Ali said 
the Qawmi madrasa system 
has long been neglected. 

“Even after so many 
years of independence, 
the education system has 

changed little. We are 
labelled ‘fundamentalists’ 
to suppress us. Recognition 
was granted but not 
implemented. Qawmi 
students are denied 
opportunities in jobs and 
higher education,” he said.

Islami Andolan 
Bangladesh central leader 
Shamsuddoha Ashrafi said, 
“Our most urgent task is 
to preserve our distinct 
identity. When the state 
takes control, it imposes 
its own agenda. Qawmi 
education is a separate 
stream and must be 
evaluated on its own terms.”

Speakers said more 
than 70 Qawmi students 
were killed during the July 
uprising while protesting 
alongside general students.

Migrant workers
FROM PAGE 3

recruitment costs, 
joblessness, underpayment, 
and deportation.

“The agreement clearly 
prohibits any recruitment 
agency or employer 
from charging workers 
unauthorised fees or 
deducting costs from their 
salaries -- a critical safeguard 
that protects workers and 
ensures accountability on 
both sides,” Al-Rajhi said.

He said domestic workers 
would also benefit from 
defined roles, fair terms, and 
job-readiness preparation 
before leaving home.

“The agreement also 
guarantees that every 
worker’s salary will be paid 
directly into a bank account 
in their name, reinforcing 
our commitment to wage 
protection and financial 
transparency,” the Saudi 
minister said.

To ensure accountability 
and progress, a joint 
technical committee 
will meet regularly to 
monitor implementation, 
review challenges, and 
recommend improvements, 
according to the statement.

Fire service struggles with limited
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Fire service officials said 
the absence of basic safety 
measures made both 
operations difficult.

Brig Gen (retd) Ali 
Ahmed Khan, another 
former fire service DG, said 
KPI areas like airports and 
EPZs should remain under 
constant surveillance.

“Even if a fire breaks out, 
it shouldn’t burn for so 
long. Despite the presence 
of the airport’s own capable 
fire service unit, the delay in 
controlling the fire indicates 
negligence,” he said.

He called for a full 
investigation into the causes 
and response failures.

Major (retd) Shakil Newaz, 
former director (operations) 
of the fire service, said 
weak preparedness 
and administrative 
complications caused the 
delays in response.

The Mirpur chemical 
warehouse fire broke out 
around 11:30am on October 
14 and took about 27 hours 

to control.
Earlier, on September 22, 

three fire service officials 
died while tackling another 
warehouse fire in Tongi’s 
Sahara Market area.

Contacted, fire service 
DG Brig Gen Muhammad 
Jahed Kamal said several 
measures are underway to 
enhance the department’s 
capacity.

“Modern buildings now 
use highly flammable 
decorative materials that 
make fires spread fast. 
When we arrive after it 
reaches the ‘developed 
stage’, it naturally takes 
longer to control,” he said.

He said in cases involving 
chemicals, firefighters must 
act cautiously to avoid 
further hazards. “Since 
most institutions lack basic 
firefighting systems, small 
fires often turn into massive 
incidents, causing further 
delays,” he said.

According to fire 
service sources, following 
a meeting chaired by the 

disaster management 
ministry secretary on May 
4, a proposal was sent to 
the Ministry of Industries 
to enhance the fire service’s 
capacity for chemical 
disaster risk reduction, 
response, search, and 
rescue operations.

The proposal includes 
allocating one Hazmat 
tender -- a specialised 
emergency response vehicle 
for hazardous materials -- 
for each divisional city and 
for stations near land, river, 
and airport areas, alongside 
all necessary equipment.

The specification and 
rationalisation process of 
these tools and vehicles is 
currently ongoing.

DG Kamal added, 
“If these vehicles and 
equipment are available, 
it will be easier to control 
chemical and hazardous 
fires. With the disaster 
management ministry’s 
support, we are working 
to strengthen our overall 
firefighting capacity.”

Lawyer seeks
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In response to the chief 
justice’s query about 
when the system would 
become effective if revived, 
Bhuiyan said the 13th 
Amendment required 
forming a caretaker 
government within 15 days 
of parliament’s dissolution.

“Since parliament was 
dissolved over a year ago, 
it’s not possible to make the 
system effective under the 
current provisions,” he said.

He argued that the 
2011 verdict, delivered by 
a bench led by then Chief 
Justice ABM Khairul 
Haque, contained “serious 
flaws” and went beyond 
judicial jurisdiction. 

“The judges took on 
responsibilities meant 
for the parliament or the 
executive,” he said.

Bhuiyan added that the 
2006 political crisis was 
not caused by faults in the 
caretaker system but by 
constitutional violations 
when the then president 
assumed the role of chief 
adviser.

He said the current 
interim government was 
formed under public 
mandate and would hand 
over power to the next 
elected government.

After yesterday’s 
hearing, the Supreme 
Court set today to resume 
proceedings on the matter.

On August 27, the 
Appellate Division allowed 
BNP and five citizens, 
including Badiul Alam 
Majumder, to move two 
appeals against the 2011 
verdict.

BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami, five 
citizens, and freedom fighter 
Mofazzal Islam filed review 
petitions last year, arguing 
that the caretaker system -- 
introduced through political 
consensus -- was part of 
the constitution’s basic 
structure.

The 13th Amendment 
was declared void on May 
10, 2011, and the 15th 
Amendment, passed on 
June 30, 2011, formally 
abolished the caretaker 
system.

Buet student sent 
to jail over ‘hurting 
religious sentiment’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday sent Buet student Sreeshant Roy 
to jail in a case filed under the Cyber Security Ordinance 
for allegedly hurting religious sentiments on social media.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Mohammad Ehsanul 
Islam passed the order after police produced him before 
the court. 

Earlier in the day, Buet security officer Afgan Hossain 
filed the case against Sreeshant with Chawkbazar Police 
Station, accusing him of posting derogatory comments 
about women and religion on a social media platform, 
said SI Abdur Razzak, duty officer of the police station.

According to the case statement, Sreeshant posted the 
comments between June 8 and September 7.

Around 10:30pm on Tuesday, Afgan and some 
Buet students detained Sreeshant at Ahsan Ullah Hall 
after screenshots of his remarks went viral, sparking 
widespread outrage and protests on campus.

He was later handed over to Chawkbazar Police Station.
Following protests, Buet authorities suspended him 

from the university the same night.

35 trafficking victims 
rescued in Teknaf
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Border Guard Bangladesh rescued 35 trafficking 
victims and arrested three suspected traffickers with 
local weapons in Teknaf, Cox’s Bazar on Tuesday.

The BGB-2 Teknaf Battalion conducted two 
operations in Teknaf on the day.

Lt Col Ashiqur Rahman, commanding officer of 
the Teknaf Battalion, yesterday said they rescued 
six hostages from the hills early on Tuesday, and 
later that night, another raid on Marine Drive 
beach led to the rescue of 29 victims.

The detainees were identified as Md Salim, 
35, and Md Nurul Absar, 19, both from Teknaf’s 
Maheshkhaliya Para; and Monsur Alam, 22, a 
resident of Kutupalong Rohingya camp. 

BGB said at least seven other suspected 
traffickers are on the run.

During the operation, BGB seized a locally 
made knife, a motorcycle, and an engine-run 
wooden boat.

Lt Col Ashiqur said all the rescued victims 
would be handed over to the concerned 
authorities. Legal action is underway against the 
three arrested traffickers.

A railway official inspects damaged sleepers while being pushed on a trolley along the Ishwardi–Chatmohar 
route in Pabna. Sleepers under the tracks have been breaking down, with nuts and bolts coming loose, making 
train movement through the Chalan Beel area risky. The photo was taken yesterday at Dilpashar Railway 
Station in Bhangura upazila. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN
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