
CITY
Man killed 
in ‘gunfight’ 
between BGB, 
smugglers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Sylhet

A man was shot dead, 
allegedly during an attack 
and counterattack between 
a group of smugglers and the 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
members in Sylhet’s 
Jaintiapur upazila yesterday.

The deceased is Almas 
Uddin, 30, of Nayakhel 
Purbo village under 
Charikata union. The 
incident took place around 
10:00am, near the Balidara 
Kandirmukh Mosque.

Abul Bashar Md 
Badruzzaman, officer-
in-charge of Jaintiapur 
Police Station, said, “Almas 
was shot dead during a 
gunfight between BGB and 
smugglers. However, whose 
bullet hit him is yet to be 
confirmed.”

Lt Col Zubayer Anwar, 
commanding officer of 
BGB Zakiganj Battalion, in 
a press note, said a group 
of smugglers carrying betel 
nuts from India was chased 
by a patrol team near the 
Suraighat Border Outpost.

The smugglers at one 
point attacked the BGB 
unit, and in self-defence, 
the BGB personnel opened 
4-5 rounds of fire. A BGB 
member was injured in the 
attack and is undergoing 
treatment.  Despite repeated 
attempts, the commanding 
officer could not be reached 
for comments.

Amend anti-tobacco law, close existing
FROM PAGE 3

An amendment proposal 
was sent to the cabinet in 
October 2023 and later to 
the interim government’s 
advisory council in 
November 2024, but it was 
not approved. Instead, a 
committee led by Finance 
Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed 
was formed to review it 
again.

Citing WHO data, Farzana 
Rahman Munmun, joint 
general secretary of Platform 
Doctors Foundation, said 
Bangladesh records around 
1.61 lakh tobacco-related 
deaths every year, with 21 
percent caused by passive 

smoking.
Mostafizur Rahman, 

lead policy adviser at 
Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids, said the 
proposed amendment 
has been pending for 
nearly a year. “Had it been 
approved, many lives could 
have been saved. Who will 
take responsibility for this 
delay?” he asked.

Dhaka Divisional 
Commissioner Sharf Uddin 
Ahmed Choudhury said 
the law must be updated 
to address emerging issues 
like e-cigarettes, which 
were not a concern in 2013.

Sheikh Momena Moni, 

programme director of the 
National Tobacco Control 
Cell, said resistance to the 
amendment likely stems 
from the proposed ban on 
selling loose or unpackaged 
tobacco products.

Tobacco companies 
target young people who 
buy loose cigarettes due to 
financial constraints, she 
said, adding, “The proposed 
amendment will put an end 
to that.”

According to a 2019 
study by the Bangladesh 
Cancer Society, tobacco use 
caused economic losses of 
Tk 30,560 crore in 2017–
18, while the government 
earned Tk 22,810 crore in 
revenue from the sector 
that year.

Prof Bidhan Ranjan 
Roy Podder, adviser to 
the Primary and Mass 
Education Ministry, said 
tobacco companies employ 
various tactics to advance 
their interests. They exploit 
loopholes in the law and 
influence policymakers 

and civil society through 
activities like tree 
plantation drives, he added.

He said tobacco products 
should be classified as 
addictive substances.

Prof Khondker Abdul 
Awal Rizvi, president of 
the Heart Foundation, said 
tobacco is a major cause 
of non-communicable 
diseases, including heart 
disease, stroke, and chronic 
respiratory illness.

“We cannot manage 
this burden with treatment 
alone. Prevention through 
strict tobacco control must 
be the priority,” he said.
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SAINT MARTIN’S ISLAND

Govt outlines 12 

conditions for tourists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has 
introduced a set of guidelines 
to protect the environment 
and biodiversity of Saint 
Martin’s Island, Bangladesh’s 
only coral island.

The environment ministry 
issued a notification yesterday, 
outlining 12 specific conditions 
for visiting the island, including 
limitations on tourist numbers, 
travel schedules, and bans 
on single-use plastics and 
disruptive activities.

The notification states that 
the Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Authority cannot 
permit vessels to operate to 
Saint Martin’s without prior 
approval from the ministry.

Tourists must purchase 
tickets through the Bangladesh 
Tourism Board’s official web 
portal, each carrying a travel 

pass and a QR code. Tickets 
without QR codes will be 
considered invalid.

To reduce ecological 
pressure, the number of daily 
visitors is capped at 2,000. 
Travel and stay rules vary by 
season.

Under the new guidelines, 
tourist access to Saint 
Martin’s Island will be strictly 
seasonal: only day trips will 
be allowed in November, with 
no overnight stays permitted; 
overnight stays will be allowed 
in December and January; and 
the island will be completely 
closed to tourism in February.

The government has also 
banned lighting, loud noise, 
and barbeque parties on 
beaches at night, as well as the 
use of motorcycles, sea bikes, 
or any motorized vehicles.

Additionally, tourists are 
prohibited from carrying 

polythene and are discouraged 
from bringing single-use 
plastics such as packets of 
chips, plastic straws, and mini 
toiletry packs.

Entry into Keya forests, 
collection or trade of Keya 
fruits, and harming marine life 
-- such as turtles, birds, corals, 
crabs, starfish, and seaweed -- 
are strictly prohibited.

To reduce plastic pollution, 
tourists are discouraged from 
bringing chip packets, plastic 
spoons or straws, miniature 
soap or shampoo packs, and 
500ml or 1,000ml plastic water 
bottles to Saint Martin’s Island.

Instead, they are 
encouraged to carry reusable 
water flasks.

A coordination meeting on 
eco-friendly tourism was held 
at the ministry on Tuesday, 
chaired by Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, adviser to the ministry.

SOME KEY CONDITIONS

Travel pass for tourists mandatory

Daily visitors limited to 2,000

Only day trips allowed in Nov

Overnight stays allowed in Dec, Jan

Island closed to tourists in Feb

Single-use plastics banned

No entry into Keya forests

Dengue death 
toll rises to 255
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With two more dengue-related deaths reported 
yesterday, this year’s death toll has risen to 255, 
painting an alarming picture of the ongoing 
outbreak.

According to the Directorate General of Health 
Services, 762 new dengue cases were recorded, 
bringing the total number of infections this year 
to 62,367.

Currently, 2,670 patients are receiving 
treatment at hospitals across the country, 
including 1,709 outside Dhaka.

HM Nazmul Ahsan, associate professor at 
Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College Hospital, told 
The Daily Star that most patients arrive with low 
blood pressure and symptoms of shock, particularly 
those who deteriorate after their fever subsides.

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

Due to the lack of a proper drainage 
system, large parts of Rayenda union 
in Bagerhat’s Sarankhola upazila has 
remained waterlogged for more than four 
months.

As a result, around 200 to 250 families 
-- including those living near RKDS Girls’ 
School, the old post office area, and 
Rayenda Bazar Dakhil Madrasa -- continue 
to suffer while trapped in knee-deep water.

Setara Begum, 50, a resident of 
Kadamtala area, said, “We use this water for 
all our washing because we 
have no other option.” 
Another resident, 
Salam Hawladar 
echoed her.

S a r a n k h o l a 
Upazila Health 
Officer Priyo 
Gopal Biswas 
said, “Bathing or 
washing in dirty 
water can cause various 
skin diseases and itching, and may also 
increase the risk of urinary infections 
among women. Drinking polluted water 
can lead to diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid, 
and hepatitis B. About 20 percent of 
the patients coming to our hospital are 
suffering from skin-related ailments.”

Sarankhola UNO Sudipto Kumar Sinha 
said they have  tried several times to dig 
channels and install pipes to drain the 
water, but the work was halted after some 
landowners refused to cede their land. He 
said discussions are ongoing with local 
leaders to find a solution.

Trapped in 
knee-deep 
water
Waterlogging plagues 
Sarankhola residents

NATIONAL POLLS

CEC urges UNOs 
to resist pressure, 
act by law
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election 
Commissioner AMM Nasir 
Uddin yesterday urged the 
UNOs to resist all forms of 
pressure or influence while 
performing election duties 
and to act strictly in line with the law.

He was speaking at a training programme on 
election management in Agargaon, Dhaka.

Nasir Uddin cautioned that executive magistrates 
often reach polling centres after incidents occur. 
“By the time they arrive, scuffles may have ended, 
centres seized, or ballot boxes taken. You must 
ensure that does not happen,” he said.

He also called for strong cooperation with law 
enforcement agencies and election officials.


