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Yemeni govt 
forces repel Al-
Qaeda attack
Nine dead; 15 injured
AFP, Dubai

Forces loyal to Yemen’s internationally recognised 
government said yesterday they had repelled an 
attack by Al-Qaeda in the country’s south that left 
nine people dead on both sides.

“Our forces managed to foil a large-scale 
terrorist attack launched this morning by 
members of the Al-Qaeda terrorist organisation 
against the headquarters of the government 
complex... in Abyan province,” Nasr Atef al-
Machouchi, commander of the targeted brigade, 
said in a press release.

He said the attackers detonated two car bombs, 
before infiltrating the compound where they 
were confronted. “Five suicide bombers wearing 
explosive belts” were killed along with four 
soldiers, he added.

A medical source in Abyan confirmed the 
deaths of the four soldiers to AFP and reported 
15 people wounded. Yemen’s internationally 
recognised government established itself in the 
southern city of Aden after Iran-backed Huthi 
rebels drove them out of the capital Sanaa in 2014.

Washington once regarded the group, known 
as Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), as 
the militant network’s most dangerous branch.

Born in 2009 from the merger of Al-Qaeda’s 
Yemeni and Saudi factions, AQAP grew and 
developed in the chaos of Yemen’s war, which for 
over a decade has pitted the Iran-backed Huthi 
rebels against a Saudi-led coalition backing the 
government.

But attacks by the jihadist group, both against 
government forces and rebels, have decreased in 
recent years.

Fifteen international staff with the United 
Nations have been confined to the UN compound 
in Sanaa since an incursion by the Houthi 
authorities on Saturday.

Don’t ask AI 
how to vote
Says Dutch 
watchdog

AFP, The Hague

AI chatbots are “unreliable 
and clearly biased” when 
offering voting advice, the 
Dutch Data Protection 
Authority (AP) said 
yesterday, warning of a 
threat to democracy eight 
days before national polls.

The four chatbots 
tested by the AP tended to 
advise people to vote for 
parties on the left or on 
the far-right extreme of 
the political spectrum, the 
watchdog tested.

The machines “often 
end up with the same 
two parties, regardless 
of the user’s question or 
command”, the AP said in 
a new report ahead of the 
October 29 election.

In more than half of 
the cases, the chatbot 
suggested either the far-
right Freedom Party (PVV) 
of Geert Wilders or the 
left-wing GroenLinks-PvdA 
led by former European 
Commission vice president 
Frans Timmermans.

Some parties, such as 
the centre-right CDA, “are 
almost never mentioned, 
even when the user’s 
input exactly matches the 
positions of one of these 
parties”.

India has much to do 
on toxic cough syrup
Says WHO after 24 children died

REUTERS, London

India has more work to do in halting 
sales of toxic cough syrup, despite some 
progress, a World Health Organization 
official told Reuters, after at least 24 
children died following consumption 
of a domestically-made medicine.

The children died after taking the 
Coldrif cough medicine made 
by Sresan Pharma, which 
tests showed contained 
the toxin diethylene 
glycol in quantities 
nearly 500 times the 
permissible limit.

They came just 
two years after 
global pledges to 
tighten the system 
following the deaths 
of at least 300 children 
around the world linked 
to similar toxins in syrup-
based medicines made in India 
and Indonesia.

But enforcement issues persist, the 
WHO said. “They have made some 
strides,” said the official, Rutendo 
Kuwana, referring to a new Indian 
rule requiring medicine to be tested 
for contaminants like diethylene and 
ethylene glycol before export.

However, no such rule exists for 
syrups sold locally – a “regulatory gap” 
the WHO has flagged.

“It’s a work in progress,” added 
Kuwana, the WHO team lead for 

incidents involving substandard and 
falsified medicines.

“There’s a lot that needs to be done. 
It’s a big market, with tens of thousands 
of manufacturers and many states to 
deal with.”

Last week Reuters reported that 
India plans to scrap its export rule once 

companies upgrade their facilities to 
international standards by a 

year-end deadline.
India’s health ministry 

and the Central Drugs 
Standard Control 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(CDSCO), the federal 
ph a r m aceu t ic a l s 
regulator, did not 
return requests for 

comment on the 
plans. Representatives 

of Sresan Pharma did 
not respond to repeated 

telephone calls. A WHO 
spokesperson said by email on 

Monday the agency welcomed all steps 
to improve medicine quality.

However, in response to a question 
about dropping the export tests, 
the spokesperson said medicines, 
including raw materials, should be 
tested throughout the production 
process, not just at the end.

By law, Indian drugmakers must 
test each batch of raw materials and 
the final product, but CDSCO said 
in October some firms had not been 
doing this.

CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY

Sarkozy begins 
5-year prison 
sentence
REUTERS, Paris

Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy began a five-
year sentence yesterday for conspiring to raise campaign 
funds from Libya, arriving at La Sante prison in Paris in a 
stunning downfall for a man who led the country between 
2007 and 2012.

The former conservative president, 70, left his home for 
the car journey to the prison, walking hand in hand with 
his wife Carla Bruni and cheered by a crowd of supporters 
chanting “Nicolas, Nicolas” and singing La Marseillaise 
national anthem.

Sarkozy, who was convicted and sentenced last month, 
is the first former French leader to be jailed since Nazi 
collaborator Marshal Philippe Petain after World War Two.

Shortly after he headed for La Sante, Sarkozy published 
a long message on X in which he claimed to be a victim 
of revenge and hatred. “I want to tell (French people), 
with the unshakable strength that is mine, that it is not a 
former president of the Republic who is being imprisoned 
this morning — it is an innocent man,” he said. 

Sarkozy’s conviction capped years of legal battles over 
allegations that his 2007 campaign took millions in cash 
from Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, who was later 
overthrown and killed during the Arab Spring uprisings.

Federal agents detain a woman during an immigration raid in a residential neighborhood of Chicago, Illinois, on 
Monday, following President Donald Trump’s directive to boost federal law enforcement for crime prevention.
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Russian strikes black 
out Ukraine city

Phone networks cut off; Kyiv, Europe allies back peace talks 
based on current frontline

AFP, Kyiv

Russian strikes caused widespread 
blackouts and cut off phone 
networks in the northern Ukrainian 
city of Chernigiv, with repairs stalled 
by ongoing drone attacks yesterday.

Ukraine has restricted electricity 
consumption across the country in 
recent weeks following systematic 
Russian strikes on energy sites and 
the rail network.

The Chernigiv region, which 
was briefly occupied when Russia 
invaded Ukraine in February 2022, 
has come under particularly heavy 
bombardment in recent weeks.

Its main city, also called 
Chernigiv, had an estimated pre-
war population of 283,000 people. 
“Critical infrastructure like hospitals 
have had to turn to autonomous 
power supply,” a spokesman for 
the regional authorities told AFP, 
adding the severe outages began late 
Monday.

“There are also water problems 
for those living on the upper floors. 
The whole city and the surrounding 
area in the north is blacked out,” 
Andriy Podorvan, the representative 
of Chernigiv regional military 
administration said.

The Ukrainian energy ministry 
said repair crews were unable to 
begin restoring damaged facilities 
due to “relentless” Russian drone 
attacks.

“The Russians deliberately 

launch unmanned aerial vehicles 
that continuously fly over damaged 
facilities, making it impossible 
to safely carry out repairs and 
intentionally prolonging the 
humanitarian crisis,” it said in a 
statement.

Meanwhile, European leaders 
issued a joint statement with 
Ukraine yesterday backing US 
President Donald Trump’s call for 
peace talks to begin based on the 
current frontline with Russia.

“We strongly support President 
Trump’s position that the fighting 
should stop immediately, and that 
the current line of contact should be 

the starting point of negotiations,” 
said a statement signed by Ukraine’s 
Volodymyr Zelensky, EU chiefs 
Antonio Costa and Ursula von der 
Leyen, France’s Emmanuel Macron, 
Germany’s Friedrich Merz, Britain’s 
Keir Starmer and Italy’s Giorgia 
Meloni.

“We remain committed to the 
principle that international borders 
must not be changed by force,” said 
the leaders, who also included those 
of Denmark, Finland, Norway and 
Poland.

EU leaders are set to close ranks 
in support of Ukraine at a Brussels 
summit on Thursday.

People gather near destroyed shops in Bataysk, Rostov region, Russia, 
yesterday, after what local authorities described as a Ukrainian 
overnight drone strike amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict.
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