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UK MPs call for swift democratic
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sustainable political stability.
Anwara Ali, a former 

Conservative parliamentary 
candidate, and Reza Ahmed 
Faisal Chowdhury, president 
of the UK Bangla Press 
Club, both reiterated that 
democratic legitimacy is 
essential for long-term 

economic growth and social 
cohesion.

Jahin Ahmed, political 
adviser to the Labour Party, 
reaffirmed the party’s 
solidarity with the people of 
Bangladesh in their pursuit 
of democratic reform.

Press Minister Akbar 
Hossain said the Bangladeshi 

government remains 
committed to holding fair 
elections and is working 
actively towards that goal.

The event brought 
together cross-party 
delegates, journalists, 
business leaders and 
members of the British-
Bangladeshi community.

Protection against
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passing sexual harassment 
prevention laws and 
implementing the 
recommendations of the 
National Women’s Affairs 
Reform Commission 
and the Labour Reform 
Commission.

Max Tunon, director 
of the ILO Dhaka Office, 
said Convention 190 is the 
first international treaty 
recognising everyone’s right 
to a workplace free from 
violence and harassment. It 
applies to all sectors, formal 
and informal, and covers 
violence in public spaces, 
during commutes, and 
online.

He said Bangladesh 
has made significant 
progress toward ratifying 
the convention and that 
laws must clearly define all 
forms of violence -- physical, 
psychological, sexual, and 
economic.

Definitions should 
include gender-based 
violence and harassment 
related to sex, gender 
identity, or expression, as 
well as behaviours such as 
abuse of power and hostile 
work environments, he 
added.

Md Aurongajeb Akond, 
associate professor of 
Criminology at Mawlana 
Bhashani Science and 
Technology University, 
said clear legal and social 
language helps victims 
and offenders recognise 
harassment and violence, 
encouraging reporting and 
accountability.

Julia Jesmin, deputy 
inspector general of DIFE, 
said over 2,500 factories 
have formed committees, 
but many remain weak 
due to a lack of external 
members and clear 

punishment guidelines, 
causing delays in action.

Naimul Ahsan Jewel, an 
advisory council member 
of the Bangladesh Institute 
of Labour Studies (BILS), 
said protection needs 
to extend beyond RMG 
workers and include 
employees in hotels, 
tourism, clinics, domestic 
work, and migrant sectors.

He urged the government 
to take action in this regard.

Syed Sultan Uddin 
Ahmed, BILS executive 
director, said Bangladesh 
has laws against violence 
and harassment, but their 
enforcement remains 
limited, one-sided, and 
weak. Ratifying Convention 
190 would strengthen and 
expand their scope.

He said forming 
committees alone is 
not enough -- active 
participation of unions and 
workers’ organisations is 
crucial so workers can speak 
up without fear.

He also called for 
a national platform, 
awareness campaigns, and 
research to develop policies 
and a code of conduct based 
on real experiences.

BILS Director Nazma 
Yasmin presented the key 
points on behalf of Gender 
Platform Bangladesh, while 
BLF Executive Director 
AKM Ashraf Uddin chaired 
the session.
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Zubayer Islam sells betel nuts for a living. Every morning, he collects betel nuts from trees and rides his bicycle through 
nearby villages to sell them. He said he sells one kuri (a bundle of 233 pieces) for Tk 250 to Tk 450, depending on size and 
quality. The photo was taken at Nonadanga village in Bagerhat recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Dengue death 
toll crosses 250
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least four dengue 
patients died, while 
814 others were 
hospitalised, in the 
last 24 hours till 
yesterday morning.

According to the DGHS, among the 
deaths, three were reported in Dhaka 
South City Corporation areas, while one 
was in Barishal.

The total number of deaths rose to 253 
while total cases rose to 61,605.

Currently, 2,831 dengue patients are 
undergoing treatment at different hospitals, 
1,864 of which are from outside Dhaka.

The number of dengue patients in 
Dhaka city has increased sharply in recent 
weeks. DGHS data shows a significant rise 
in cases in the Dhaka division compared to 
other regions.

HM Nazmul Ahsan, associate professor 
at Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College 
Hospital, recommended early hospital 
admission for high-risk groups such as the 
elderly, pregnant women, and people with 
comorbidities, and advised dengue patients 
under home care to drink plenty of fluids, 
including oral saline, green coconut water, 
rice starch, soups, and fresh fruit juices.

EC to form AI 
cell ahead of 
nat’l polls: CEC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner 
AMM Nasir Uddin yesterday 
said the misuse of artificial 
intelligence has become a 
global concern and called for 
a 24-hour system to combat 
misinformation during the 
upcoming national election.

The CEC made the remarks at a seminar 
titled “Integration of AI in Upcoming National 
Parliament Election to Counter Misinformation 
and Disinformation” at Dhaka’s Agargaon.

The Election Commission will form an 
integrated cell to prevent the misuse of artificial 
intelligence during the upcoming national 
elections, he added.

He also pointed out the challenge of 
combating misinformation originating from 
remote or hard-to-reach areas such as the hill 
tracts or offshore islands.

“I don’t want just policy guidelines. We need 
concrete plans -- who will work, how many 
people will be needed, and how we will get 
information from remote areas,” he told the 
participants.
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Over 1.16 lakh killed on roads
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police officials for the poor 
road safety situation.

He said even after the 
change in government 
following the July uprising, 
the policies and strategies 
of the Road Transport and 
Bridges Ministry, Bangladesh 
Road Transport Authority, 
and Traffic Police Division 
have remained unchanged.

Consequently, there has 
been no visible progress 
in curbing road fatalities, 
reducing congestion, or 
restoring order, he added.

Meanwhile, Pahari 
Bhattacharjee, coordinator 
of Bangladesh Road Safety 
Network, said the failure to 
implement a sustainable 
transport strategy over the 
past 54 years has prevented 
the establishment of 
discipline in the road 
transport sector.

As a result, many lives are 
lost in road crashes every day, 
and countless individuals 
suffer serious injuries. This 
massive loss of life is not 
just a statistic but reflects 
the suffering of thousands 

of families and represents a 
significant socio-economic 
crisis and setback for the 
country, he said.

The government has 
formed several reform 
commissions aimed at 
restructuring the state 
apparatus, he said, but it has 
not set up any commission 
to address the chaos in the 
transport sector. “We believe 
that if the government forms 
a road transport reform 
commission even now, it 
could create an opportunity 
for improvement,” he said.


