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University students light flares during a protest marking the first anniversary of Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto’s 
administration, criticising government policies—particularly the free meals program—in Jakarta, Indonesia, yesterday.
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Freeze war 
at current 
battle lines
Trump calls on Russia, Ukraine; 
Zelensky says Kyiv preparing 
contract to buy 25 Patriot systems
AGENCIES

United States President Donald Trump has called for 
Russia and Ukraine to freeze the war along current battle 
lines – a proposal that would see Moscow keep large areas 
of Ukrainian territory.

Trump told reporters late on Sunday that the two 
sides should just stop fighting and resolve the “details” 
over territory at future talks. The current front line runs 
through the Donbas region, an industrial hub.

“What I say is they should stop right now at the battle 
lines, go home, stop killing people and be done,” the 
US president said, adding that it would be difficult to 
negotiate details of a final resolution.

Asked about what would happen to Donbas, which 
has seen most of the fighting, Trump said: “Let it be cut 
the way it is. It’s cut up right now – I think 78 percent of 
the land is already taken by Russia. You leave it the way 
it is right now. They can negotiate something later on 
down the line.”

Ukraine has previously insisted on reclaiming all of its 

land. Trump himself asserted last month that Ukraine 
can win militarily and recapture all of the territories 
occupied by Russia, which also includes the Crimean 
Peninsula and other areas in eastern Ukraine, reports Al 
Jazeera online.

The US president, who had promised to swiftly end 
the war between Russia and Ukraine, is set to meet his 
Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, in Hungary in the 
coming weeks.

Zelensky has said he would be ready to join Putin and 
Trump at their summit in Hungary if he is invited.

Meanwhile, Ukraine is preparing a contract to buy 25 
Patriot air defence systems, Volodymyr Zelensky said, in 
what would be a huge boost to Kyiv’s abilities to defend 
against Russia’s aerial bombardments.

In comments to media at a meeting on Sunday and 
cleared for use yesterday, Zelensky said the systems 
would be supplied every year for a number of years, and 
that Ukraine would seek for some European nations to 
give Kyiv priority in the queue for the systems.

Emergency personnel work near a cargo plane that lies partially submerged in the sea after veering off the 
runway during landing at Hong Kong International Airport yesterday. Two airport security staff were killed.
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Looted Louvre 
treasures may 
never be found
Say experts
CNN ONLINE

The Louvre museum in 
Paris remained closed 
yesterday as investigations 
continue into Sunday’s 
extraordinary theft of 
historic jewelry – and 
experts say the prospects 
of recovering the treasures 
are slim.

In a post on X, the 
museum said it regretted 
yesterday’s closure, as 
France begins to digest the 
implications of the brazen 
heist in which robbers 
made off with artefacts 
from the French crown 
jewels, dating from the 
Napoleonic era.

French Justice Minister 
Gerald Darmanin admitted 
that the Louvre heist 
exposed security failings at 
the museum.

‘Keep dreaming’
Iran’s Khamenei tells Trump after claim of 

destroying Iran nuclear sites
AFP, Tehran

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
yesterday rebuffed claims by US President 
Donald Trump that the Islamic republic’s 
nuclear sites had been destroyed by US strikes 
in June.

In a statement on his official website, 
Khamenei told Trump to “keep dreaming” 
over the comments on the sites’ destruction 
and questioned the US president’s right “to 
say what a country should or should not have 
if it possesses a nuclear industry”.

In mid-June, Israel launched an 
unprecedented bombing campaign on Iran. 
The US briefly joined in, striking key Iranian 
nuclear facilities.

Last week, during a speech at the Israeli 
Knesset, Trump reiterated that the US 
confirmed “obliterating” Iranian nuclear sites 
during the strikes.

“So we dropped 14 bombs on Iran’s key 
nuclear facilities. Totally as I said originally 
obliterating them and that’s been confirmed,” 
he said. In a Sunday interview with Fox News, 
Trump also said Iran “no longer became the 

bully of the Middle East” after the US strikes 
which “destroyed their nuclear capability”.

He further called the strikes “the most 
beautiful military operation”.

The true impact of the US strikes remains 
unknown. The Pentagon has said that the 
strikes delayed Iran’s nuclear programme by 
between one and two years, contradicting 
an initial classified US intelligence report 
that according to American media found the 
setback was only by a few months.

Yesterday, Khamenei called Trump’s 
remarks “improper, wrong, and bullying”.

The June war with Israel took place two 
days ahead of a planned sixth round of 
nuclear negotiations between Tehran and 
Washington, which had begun in April.

Nuclear talks have been derailed since with 
Iran saying it was open to negotiations only 
if the US provided guarantees of no military 
action. 

Western powers accuse Iran of covertly 
trying to develop a nuclear bomb through 
enrichment of uranium, and want it to 
cease such activity. Tehran denies seeking to 
weaponise enrichment.

SCAM CENTRE

Myanmar 
junta seizes 
30 Starlink 
receivers
AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s junta raided 
one of the country’s most 
notorious cyberscam 
centres and seized Starlink 
satellite internet devices, 
it said yesterday, after an 
AFP investigation revealed 
an explosion in their use 
in the multibillion-dollar 
illicit industry.

Internet sweatshops 
where workers scam 
unsuspecting foreigners 
with business or romance 
schemes have thrived in 
war-ravaged Myanmar’s 
lawless border regions.

Colombia recalls 
ambassador to US

Trump-Petro feud intensifies
AFP, Bogotá

Colombia yesterday said its ambassador 
to the United States had been recalled, 
as a public feud between the nations’ 
leaders heats up with President Donald 
Trump revoking aid and threatening 
punishing tariffs.

Trump on Sunday vowed to end aid to 
the South American nation, a historically 
close US partner, accusing his leftist 
Colombian counterpart Gustavo Petro 
of being an “illegal drug leader.”

He also said he would be making 
an announcement on tariffs targeting 
Colombia later yesterday.

The threats came as the United States 
announced it had struck another alleged 
drug-running vessel in international 
waters, killing three people.

The boat was affiliated with a 
Colombian armed group, the National 
Liberation Army (ELN), US Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth said.

That strike came on the heels of 
another attack -- on a semi-submersible 
vessel -- that left two survivors, one of 
whom was Colombian.

Petro, who has clashed with Trump 
since the US leader returned to power in 
January, has fiercely criticized the deadly 
anti-drug campaign in the Caribbean.

He has accused Trump of murder 
and of violating Colombia’s sovereignty.

Colombia’s Ambassador Daniel 
Garcia Pena has already returned 
to Bogota, the foreign ministry said 
yesterday in a statement, adding Petro’s 
government would be making further 
announcements during the day.

Bolivia elects 
center-right 
president
Two decades of 
socialism end

AFP, La Paz

Bolivians on Sunday elected a pro-
business center-right senator as their new 
president, ending two decades of socialist 
rule that left the South American nation 
deep in economic crisis.

With 97.8 percent of ballots counted, 
Rodrigo Paz had 54.6 percent of the vote 
to 45.4 percent for his rival, right-wing 
former interim president Jorge “Tuto” 
Quiroga, the Supreme Electoral Tribunal 
said.

The news was greeted with joy, music 
and fireworks on the streets of La Paz.

“We came to celebrate the victory with 
great hope of a new direction for Bolivia,” 
Julio Andrey, a 40-year-old lawyer, told 
AFP.

Paz, the 58-year-old son of a former 
president, has vowed a “capitalism for 
all” approach to economic reform, with 
decentralization, lower taxes and fiscal 
discipline mixed with continued social 
spending.

In his victory address, Paz said 
Bolivia was “reclaiming its place on the 
international stage.”

Paz also said he had received a 
congratulatory message from US President 
Donald Trump, while Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio said Washington “stands 
ready to partner with Bolivia on shared 
priorities.”

“After two decades of mismanagement, 
President-elect Paz’s election marks a 
transformative opportunity for both 
nations,” Rubio said.

Under ex-president Evo Morales, Bolivia 
took a sharp turn to the left: nationalizing 
energy resources, breaking ties with 
Washington and making alliances with 
China, Russia and fellow leftists in Cuba, 
Venezuela and elsewhere in Latin America.

After the results were announced, 
Paz’s vice-presidential running mate, 
Edmand Lara, made a call for “unity and 
reconciliation” after a bitter campaign.


