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12-year-old girl dies 
from electrocution
UNB, Dhaka

A 12-year-old died after coming into contact with an 
electric wire around yesterday afternoon, while she was 
playing badminton in the yard of her house in Atibazar, 
Keraniganj.

Mehjabin Akter was rushed to the emergency 
department of Dhaka Medical College Hospital, where 
doctors declared her dead, said Inspector Md Faruk, in 
charge of the DMCH police camp.

Mehjabin was the eldest daughter of expatriate 
Mahfuzur Rahman and a resident of Makka Housing 
under Keraniganj Model Police Station.

She was a fifth-grade student at a local school.
Her aunt, Bithi Akter, said, “While playing badminton, 

the shuttlecock got stuck in an electric wire. When 
Mehjabin tried to retrieve it, she was electrocuted...”

Two die as bus hits 
bike on Ctg–Cox’s 
Bazar Highway
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Two motorcyclists were killed after being hit by an 
unidentified bus on the Chattogram–Cox’s Bazar Highway 
in Lohagara upazila of Chattogram early yesterday.

The accident occurred around 2:00am in front of the 
Suzuki showroom in Puraton BOC area of Lohagara, said 
police and locals. 

The victims were identified as Md Sohel, 25, and Md 
Abu Bokkor Siddique, 14, said Sub-Inspector Ruhul Amin 
of Dohazari Highway Police.

Family sources confirmed that the deceased Sohel was 
a businessman in Chattogram’s Kaptai Rastar Matha 
area, while the younger victim, Abu Bokkor Siddique, was 
his employee. 

They were reportedly travelling to Sohel’s in-laws’ house 
in Chakaria upazila of Cox’s Bazar, said SI Ruhul Amin.

Gono Forum
FROM PAGE 3

The National Consensus 
Commission made last-
minute amendments 
yesterday, including 
retaining the Proclamation 
of Independence in the 
constitution.

Speaking to The 
Daily Star, Prof Ali Riaz, 
vice-president of the 
commission, said the 
change was made in 
response to demands from 
several political parties.

Four left-leaning parties, 
the Communist Party of 
Bangladesh, Bangladesher 
Samajtantrik Dal (Basod), 
Bangladesh JSD, and 
Bangladesher Samajtantrik 
Dal (Marxist) had also 
objected to the removal 
of both the Declaration of 
Independence (March 26, 
1971) and the Proclamation 
of Independence (April 10, 
1971) from the constitution, 
as well as the exclusion 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman’s March 
7 speech.

The leftist parties 
placed further demands 
and boycotted the charter 
signing.

Shafiuddin 
Ahmed’s death 
anniv today
CITY DESK

Today 
marks the 
13th death 
anniversary 
of 
Shafiuddin 
Ahmed, 
a local organiser of the 
Liberation War, politician, 
and social worker, said a 
press release.

On the occasion, a 
doa mahfil will be held 
today at his village 
home in Khaishakhali 
under Shibpur upazila 
of Narsingdi.  His family 
members have requested 
everyone to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.
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A group of young activists staged a 
protest in Dhaka yesterday, urging the 
government to impose an immediate ban 
on leaded products to safeguard public 
health, particularly that of children.

The demonstrators marched from 
the Bangladesh National Museum to 
the mazar gate of the Supreme Court, 
drawing attention to the dangers of lead 
exposure and the lack of comprehensive 
regulation.

The event was organised by the 
Environment and Social Development 
Organization (ESDO), in partnership with 
the Lead Exposure Elimination Project 
(LEEP) and Unicef Bangladesh, to mark 
International Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week (ILPPW), observed from October 19 
to 25, according to the ESDO press release.

This year’s theme, “No Safe Level: Act 
Now to End Lead Exposure,” underscores 
the urgency of the issue.

Lead poisoning remains a severe public 
health crisis in Bangladesh, with children 
being disproportionately affected. Even 
minimal exposure can cause irreversible 
damage to brain development, resulting 
in cognitive impairments, learning 
disabilities, and behavioural disorders.

The WHO estimates that lead 
exposure contributes to approximately 
one million deaths globally each year, 
with children bearing the brunt of the 
impact, the press release added. 

 Bangladesh currently enforces a limit 
of 90 parts per million (ppm) of lead in 
household paints. However, there are 
no regulations governing industrial 
paints, leaving workers and the wider 
population vulnerable.
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Ban leaded products
Demand activists marking International 
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week

RMG workers 
block road 
over arrears
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

RMG workers blocked a road in the Konabari area 
of Gazipur yesterday morning after the factory 
authorities closed the facility without prior notice 
amid the workers’ demand for unpaid salaries.

Around 8:00am, more than 100 workers 
of Shadhin Garments Ltd blocked the Jaron-
Konabari regional road in the Konabari Palli 
Bidyut area.

The blockade caused severe suffering for both 
pedestrians and commuters.

The aggrieved workers said the factory 
authorities have not paid their salaries for the 

past three months, including the current month. 
Despite repeated notices promising payment, no 
action has been taken.

Morshed Zaman, police inspector of Konabari 
Zone, Gazipur Industrial Police-2, said, “Workers 
have blocked the road to demand their unpaid 
salaries. We are managing the situation and have 
reached out to the factory authorities to resolve 
the issue.”

Kamruzzaman, admin manager of Shadhin 
Garments Ltd, said, “We are working to pay the 
workers’ three months’ arrears. The delay is 
due to the factory’s financial difficulties. We are 
making every effort to resolve the issue quickly in 
coordination with the director of finance.”

He, however, could not say how long the factory 
will remain closed.

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Influential locals have allegedly been 
encroaching on a school playground 
in Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila, 
gradually shrinking the field and 
depriving students of their only 
space for recreation.

The field has long been the 
only open space in the area. Over 
the past few years, much of it has 
reportedly been grabbed by some 
locals who have built homesteads 
and other structures on the land. 

Although the field is associated 
with Telibeel High School and 
Telibeel Government Primary School, 
official records reportedly identify it 
as government land. This technicality 
has opened the door for influential 
locals to claim ownership.

“People have built homes and 
extended their boundary fences 
onto the field. I’ve spoken to 

several individuals about the issue, 
but no one seems willing to take 
responsibility,” said Md Lutfur 
Rahman, acting headteacher of 
Telibeel Government Primary School.

During a recent visit, this 
correspondent observed that the 
northern and southern ends of the 
field have already been occupied. 
Tin-roof houses now stand where 
children once played, and fences 
restrict movement. Locals said 
many of these structures were built 
in recent years.

Children still gather there every 
afternoon but can barely play due to 
lack of space. “Sometimes the ball 
goes into someone’s compound, 
and they get angry and verbally 
abuse us. We just want a place to 
play,” said Asad, a student.

Several individuals, including 
Abdul Khalek, Abdu Mia, Jamir Ali, 
Amir Ali, Junab Ali, Majid Mia, and 

Masud Mia, are allegedly involved 
in grabbing the field illegally. They, 
however, claimed they built homes 
on their own land.

Saidul Islam, acting headteacher 
of Telibeel High School, “We’ve 
informed the local administration 
regarding the illegal grabbing.”

Despite repeated appeals from 
locals, no concrete action has 
yet been taken. “We demand the 
authorities’ intervention to save the 
field from encroachment,” said local 
resident Nurul Mohaimin Milton.

Contacted, Sharifpur Union 
Parishad’s acting chairman Nipa 
Rani Das said she took charge 
recently and was unaware of the 
matter. “I will speak to the UNO in 
this regard,” she said.

Md Anisul Islam, assistant 
commissioner (Land) in Kulaura, 
said they will take necessary steps 
after reviewing the situation.

Playground in Kulaura 
shrinks as locals grab land
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