2nd Edition

DHAKA SUNDAY OCTOBER 19, 2025
KARTIK 3, 1432 BS

@he Baily Star

CITY

30 hurt as BNP, Jubo
Dal clash in N’ganj

Six sufler gunshot wounds in

Araihazar turf war
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Atleast 30 people were injured in a clash between two rival - -

groups of BNP and Jubo Dal over establishing supremacy e v P

in Narayanganj’s Araihazar upazila yesterday morning. B S e T L
Among the injured, six with bullet wounds are receiving e ": a e

treatment at Dhaka Medical College Hospital, police said. e ,,,_m
The clash broke out around 10:00am and continued e "“‘""'

M‘&

for more than an hour at Khaliarchar Paschimpara village
-~ a remote river-char area of the upazila, said Mehedi
Islam, senior assistant superintendent of police.
Members of both groups were armed with firearms,
harpoons, spears, and locally made sharp weapons.
The situation  was
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brought under control after The two sides have
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were deployed, he said. power struggle since
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JUbT(l)l Dal, led _L((i) th1 xwlf)l(i)ncc. and recruit new gradually shrinking the field and
¢ Lwo sides have been supporters. depriving students of their only

locked in a power struggle

since the fall of the Awami League government last
August, with each group trying to expand its influence

and recruit new supporters.

An argument between the followers of Jahirul and
Kabir on Friday evening reportedly triggered the full-scale

clash yesterday.

Jubo Dal leader Fakir Jahirul Islam alleged, “Kabir’s
men are sheltering murder case accused. When the locals
protested their movement in the area, Kabir’s followers
attacked them. Locals then retaliated.”

Denying the allegation, BNP leader Kabir Hossain
claimed, “Jahirul’s followers attacked our people without
provocation. Several of our men were injured in the incident.”

Senior ASP Mehedi said legal action would be taken

over the incident.

Police have been deployed in the area, he added.

space for recreation.

The field has long been the
only open space in the area. Over
the past few years, much of it has
reportedly been grabbed by some
locals who have built homesteads
and other structures on the land.

Although the field is associated
with Telibeel High School and
Telibeel Government Primary School,
official records reportedly identify it
as government land. This technicality
has opened the door for influential
locals to claim ownership.

“People have built homes and
extended their boundary fences
onto the field. T've spoken to

several individuals about the issue,
but no one seems willing to take
responsibility,” said Md Lutfur
Rahman, acting headteacher of
Telibeel Government Primary School.

During a recent visit, this
correspondent observed that the
northern and southern ends of the
field have already been occupied.
Tin-roof houses now stand where
children once played, and fences
restrict movement. Locals said
many of these structures were built
in recent years.

Children still gather there every
afternoon but can barely play due to
lack of space. “Sometimes the ball
goes into someone’s compound,
and they get angry and verbally
abuse us. We just want a place to
play,” said Asad, a student.

Several individuals, including
Abdul Khalek, Abdu Mia, Jamir Ali,
Amir Ali, Junab Ali, Majid Mia, and
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Playground in Kulaura
shrinks as locals grab land

Masud Mia, are allegedly involved
in grabbing the field illegally. They,
however, claimed they built homes
on their own land.

Saidul Islam, acting headteacher
of Telibeel High School, “We’ve
informed the local administration
regarding the illegal grabbing.”

Despite repeated appeals from
locals, no concrete action has
vet been taken. “We demand the
authorities’ intervention to save the
field from encroachment,” said local
resident Nurul Mohaimin Milton.

Contacted, Sharifpur Union
Parishad’s acting chairman Nipa
Rani Das said she took charge
recently and was unaware of the
matter. “I will speak to the UNO in
this regard,” she said.

Md Anisul Islam, assistant
commissioner (Land) in Kulaura,
said they will take necessary steps
after reviewing the situation.

RMG workers

block road
over arrears

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

RMG workers blocked a road in the Konabari area
of Gazipur yesterday morning after the factory
authorities closed the facility without prior notice
amid the workers’ demand for unpaid salaries.

Around 8:00am, more than 100 workers
of Shadhin Garments Ltd blocked the Jaron-
Konabari regional road in the Konabari Palli
Bidyut area.

The blockade caused severe suffering for both
pedestrians and commuters.

The aggrieved workers said the factory
authorities have not paid their salaries for the

past three months, including the current month.
Despite repeated notices promising payment, no
action has been taken.

Morshed Zaman, police inspector of Konabari
Zone, Gazipur Industrial Police-2, said, “Workers
have blocked the road to demand their unpaid
salaries. We are managing the situation and have
reached out to the factory authorities to resolve
the issue.”

Kamruzzaman, admin manager of Shadhin
Garments L.td, said, “We are working to pay the
workers’ three months’ arrears. The delay is
due (o the factory’s financial difficulties. We are
making every effort to resolve the issue quickly in
coordination with the director of finance.”

He, however, could not say how long the factory
will remain closed.

Shafiuddin
Ahmed’s death
anniv today

CITY DESK

Today

marks the §
13th death ¥
anniversary

of I
Shafiuddin } J
Ahmed, ‘

a local organiser of the
Liberation War, politician,
and social worker, said a
press release.

On the occasion, a
doa mahfil will be held
today at his village
home in Khaishakhali
under Shibpur upazila
of Narsingdi. His family
members have requested
everyone (o pray for the
salvation of the departed
soul. STAFF CORRESPONDENT

protest in Dhaka yesterday, urging the

PRAYER
TIMING

OCTOBER 19

health, particularly that of children.

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 4-50 12-45 4-00 5-38 7-15
JAMAAT 5-25 1-15 4-15 5-41 7-45

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

drawing attention to the dangers of lead

regulation.

Organization (ESDO), in partnership with

Dhanmondi 10 katha,
Mohakhali DOHS 5 katha,
Bashundhara 5 katha &
Paltan 4katha

IProperty Consulting Servicesl
Contact: 01711006005

Ban leaded products

Demand activists marking International
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week

This year’s theme, “No Safe Level: Act
Now to End Lead Exposure,” underscores
A group of young activists staged a the urgency of the issue.

Lead poisoning remains a severe public
government to impose animmediateban  health crisis in Bangladesh, with children
on leaded products to safeguard public being disproportionately affected. Even
minimal exposure can cause irreversible

The demonstrators marched from damage to brain development, resulting
the Bangladesh National Museum to in cognitive
the mazar gate of the Supreme Court, disabilities, and behavioural disorders.
The WHO estimates that lead
exposure and the lack of comprehensive  exposure contributes to approximately
one million deaths globally each year,

The event was organised by the with children bearing the brunt of the
Environment and Social Development impact, the press release added.
Bangladesh currently enforces a limit
the Lead Exposure Elimination Project of 90 parts per million (ppm) of lead in
(LEEP) and Unicef Bangladesh, to mark household paints. However, there are
International Lead Poisoning Prevention no regulations governing industrial
Week (ILPPW), observed from October 19 paints, leaving workers and the wider
to 25, according to the ESDO press release.  population vulnerable.
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Chattagram Maa-O-Shishu Hospital Medical College
(A project of Chattagram Maa-0-Shishu Hospital)
02-333331457/02-333310534/02-333310536/02-333315822/02-333311432 (Direct)

Fax: 88-02-333317799 E-mail: cmoshmedicalcollege(@gmail.com

Website: www.cmoshme.edu.bd

Wanted
1. Principal

Candidate should have educational qualification and experience
as per BM&DC rules. Preference will be given to candidates
with working experience.

Candidates are requested to apply to the undersigned with Pay

Order/Bank Draft of Tk. 500/- (In the name of "Chattagram

Maa-O-Shishu Hospital Medical College"), full curriculum

vitae, details of BM & DC qualifications, experiences and

copies of publication with 2 copies of passport size photo within

02.11.2025. The application form is available at the college
office.

Mohammed Rezaul Karim Azad

Chairman, Governing Body

Chattagram Maa-O-Shishu Hospital Medical College

Agrabad, Chattogram

Gono Forum
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The National Consensus
Commission made last
minute amendments
yesterday, including
retaining the Proclamation
of Independence in the
constitution.

Speaking to The
Daily Star, Prof Ali Riaz,
vice-president  of  the
commission,  said the
change was made in
response to demands from
several political parties.

Four left-leaning parties,
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh, Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal (Basod),
Bangladesh  JSD, and
Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal (Marxist) had also
objected to the removal
of both the Declaration of
Independence (March 26,
1971) and the Proclamation
of Independence (April 10,
1971) from the constitution,
as well as the exclusion
of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s March
7 speech.

The  leftist  parties
placed further demands

and boycotted the charter GD-2212

signing.
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