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Blaze guts
cargo village at
Dhaka airport

Operations closed for around 7hrs;
losses over Tk 1,000cr feared

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A massive fire tore through the cargo complex of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in Dhaka yesterday, burning goods stored at the
facility, disrupting flights, and causing long delays and diversions.

The fire started around 2:30pm, with thick black smoke engulfing the
airport and surrounding areas, visible from afar for hours.

At 9:18pm, the Fire Service and Civil Defence announced the flames
had been brought under control.
Around the same time, airport
authorities said flight operations

¢) Flight operations

- including the return of flights resumed after 9:00pm
?é;ﬁi;i%,m other airports - had ¢ 2firefighters, 25 Ansar

members injured
2 ministries, Biman form

The blaze broke out near Gate
No. 8 of the import cargo complex
and quickly engulfed warehouses
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packed with imported chemicals, probe committees

electronics, pharmaceuticals, and o Experts blame poor

garments. protocol, mixed storage
I'he cause was yet to be

determined till the filing of this 0fg°0d5

report at 12:30am.

As many as 37 units from
13 fire stations, joined by the
Air Force, Navy, Army, Civil
Aviation Authority, Border Guard
Bangladesh, and police, worked
for hours to contain the blaze.

At 10:07pm, Brigadier General Mohammad Jahed Kamal, director
general of the Fire Service and Civil Defence, said, “We are still working
at the site. We'll hand over the area [to airport authorities] after the fire
is completely put out. Two firefighters and several Ansar members were
injured, but none of them are in critical condition.”

The chief adviser warns
‘sabotage will be met
with swift response’

SEE PAGE 2 COL1

Passengers sufler as
fire sparks chaos

SHAHEEN MOLLAH

A fire at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) yesterday caused
significant disruption and anxiety for thousands of passengers, who were
left frustrated by a lack of clear information about their {lights.

Many outbound passengers told The Daily Star they were instructed by
airlines to come to the airport with assurances their flights would take off
but were given no specific times.

Upon arrival, they faced restrictions at the gates.

Azizul Haq, a labour visa holder from Noakhali scheduled for a 9:30pm
flight last night, said the fire “made him very anxious.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 7

Tk 1,200cr lost in

savings as pipeline sits idle
Govt has yet to find operator over a year and half after
completion of Single Point Mooring project in Cox’s Bazar

MD NAZRUL ISLAM
Bangladesh has lost around Tk
1,200 crore in missed savings over
the last one and a half years due
to the delay in commercial launch
of a dual pipeline that can carry
imported oil directly from Cox’s

and environment-friendly mode
of transporting imported fuel.
Bangladesh requires seven million
tonnes of fuel per year to meet
domestic demand, with imports
accounting for 90 percent -- 65
percent of which is diesel.

Currently, imported fuel is

A Biman Bangladesh Airlines plane stands on the tarmac as firefighters try to extinguish a fire that broke out in the cargo section of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in the capital yesterday. More photos on page 3.

Climate debt storm
threatens financial stability

Losses from natural disasters stood at around
Tk 2,00,000cr between 2009 and 2020

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh’s hard-won economic resilience
is being tested as the twin pressures of climate
change and mounting external debt converge to
threaten its financial stability.

The country’s debt sustainability outlook,
once viewed as robust, is deteriorating amid
intensifying climate disasters, faltering export
growth, and tighter international credit
conditions, according to a new report launched
at an international conference yesterday.

The Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
organised the event-- A World Beyond Crisis:
Climate Solutions That Work -- at the BRAC
Centre Inn, Dhaka, attended by policymakers,
researchers, youth leaders, and practitioners
to explore equitable and practical climate
solutions.

“The results from multiple scenarios and
stress tests indicate that the economic loss

missed

they were unsure about when it

FRIDAY’S VIOLENCE

5 cases filed,
2,900 sued

Police describe
accused as
‘miscreants’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

and damage due to climate change pose a
significant threat to Bangladesh’s short-run
debt sustainability, particularly when combined
with other shocks such as an increase in interest
rates for variable interest rate loans or a fall in
exports,” said the report authors, led by CPD
Executive Director Fahmida Khatun.

The report comes ahead of the upcoming
30th United Nations climate change conference
(COP30), tobe held in Belém, Brazil, in November.

It said Bangladesh has struggled with
macroeconomic management in recent years,
and several red flags are now clearly visible.

“Against this stressed financial background,
climate change-related economic loss and
damage might generate instability and
undermine Bangladesh’s debt sustainability.”

The report highlights that Bangladesh,
which is scheduled to graduate from the

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1
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NCP to be in talks,
on streets oo

SHAMIMA RITA and MAMUNUR RASHID

The government and the consensus commission have
continued active engagement with the National Citizen
Party in an effort to persuade it to sign the July Charter.

NCP leaders have maintained that they will sign the
charter only if their demand for a legal basis is met and
unresolved issues regarding implementation of the
reforms are settled.

They said NCP will simultaneously take to the streets
while joining formal talks, though it is not considering
hardline programmes for now as it remains hopeful the
issues can be resolved through discussions.

Twenty-four of the 30 parties that took part in the
dialogues on reforms signed the charter at a ceremony on
Friday.

The NCP and four leftist parties stayed away over
unresolved issues. The Gono Forum attended the event but
refrained from signing. Yesterday it said it would sign the
charter as the commission accepted its demand to retain
the Proclamation of Independence in the constitution.

The BNP, which signed the document, said it remains
hopeful that the parties that refrained from signing will
eventually come on board.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1
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Bazar’s Maheshkhali to Patenga in
the port city.

Though construction of the
pipeline under the Tk 8,300-crore
Single Point Mooring (SPM) project
was completed in March last year,
the government has not been able to
find an operator, leaving the facility
idle.

According to the Development
Project Proposal, once implemented,
the SPM project would save
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
(BPC) around Tk 800 crore annually
in fuel transportation costs.

The delay stems from the interim
government’s decision not to give
the job to any company without
a tender, as well as the failure to
select a qualified operator through
a tender, said officials at BPC and
Petroleum Transmission Company
Limited (PTCL).

Moreover, 44,000 tonnes of fuel
oil worth around Tk 300 crore have
remained stuck in the 220km dual
pipeline since March last year.

Moni Lal Dash, senior general
manager (commerce and operations)
at the BPC, said the corporation
currently lacks the skilled manpower
required to operate and maintain
the pipeline.

About fuel oil stuck in the
pipeline, he said the low water
temperature beneath the sea surface
would help preserve the fuel quality.

The project was aimed at
serving as a less expensive, secure

offloaded from mother vessels and
carried onshore through lighter
vessels. It is time-consuming, costly,

Moreover, 44,000 tonnes of fuel oil worth
around Tk 300 crore have remained stuck

in the 220km dual pipeline since March
lastyear.
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and risky, said BPC officials.

When contacted, AKM Azadur
Rahman, director (operations) of the
BPC, said there are concerns about
both financial losses and potential
damage to equipment due to the
long delay in bringing the pipeline
into service.

Seeking anonymity, a top BPC
official told The Daily Star, “With the
dual pipeline sitting idle, BPC had
to spend around Tk 3.5 crore on its
maintenance.”

Officials at PTCL and BPC said

director of PTCL, said that of the
several companies that participated,
only two met the criteria.

“Later, one was disqualified for
technical reasons and the other
for financial weaknesses. We have
forwarded a proposal to the energy
ministry for calling a fresh tender,”
he said.

Rahman said that following
the tender’s cancellation, China
Petroleum Pipeline Engineering
Co Ltd and Indonesia’s Pertamina
Refinery wrote to the energy
ministry through their embassies,
seeking to operate the pipeline
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connection with Friday’s
violence outside the
parliament complex ahead
of the July charter signing
ceremony.
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to the case statements.

The arrestee, identified
as Rimon Chandra
Barman, 26, was detained
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remand prayer for extensive
interrogation.

In the remand prayer,
Sub-Inspector Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar Police Station
Atikur  Rahman  said
police want to identify the
saboteurs who, posing as
“July Warriors”, attempted
to disrupt the July Charter
signing and those who
instigated the unlawful
entry into the Key Point
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