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Firefighters work at the site where an energy infrastructure enterprise was hit during overnight Russian missile

and drone strikes, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine in the Poltava region yesterday.
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Moscow hits more gas

‘Ball in Afghan
Taliban’s court’ for
permanent truce

Says Pak PM; Iran urges
dialogue, diplomacy
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s prime minister said yesterday
that “the ball is in the Afghan Taliban’s
court” for a permanent ceasefire, a day
after a 48-hour truce was called in the
wake of deadly cross-border clashes.

“If in 48 hours they want to resolve
the issues and address our genuine
demands, then we are ready for them,”
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif told
his cabinet, reiterating that Pakistani
Taliban militants should be eliminated
and that Afghan territory not be used to
plot attacks.

The remarks came a day after the 48-
hour ceasefire was announced, following
a week of violence along the Pakistan-
Afghanistan frontier in which dozens of
troops and civilians were killed on both
sides.

India under pressure to
cut Russian oil imports

REUTERS, New Delhi

Western powers have ramped up pressure on Russia’s oil sales amid its
war with Ukraine, as US President Donald Trump said India would stop
buying and Britain imposed sanctions on top Russian oil firms.

Indian officials are in Washington for trade talks, with the US having
doubled tariffs on Indian goods and its negotiators saying curbing
Russian oil imports would be key to sealing a deal.

Indian refiners are preparing to shift away from Russian oil, with a drop
in purchases possible from December, three sources with knowledge of
the matter said, though added they had not been formally instructed to
stop buying.

India and China are the biggest buyers of Russian crude at discounted
prices that Moscow has been forced to offer after losing sales to Europe
following its invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

“I was not happy that India was buying oil, and he (Modi) assured me
today that they will not be buying oil from Russia,” Trump told reporters
on Wednesday. “That’s a big step. Now we're going (o get China to do the
same thing.”

India said the country was discussing deeper energy co-operation
with the United States, but its foreign ministry said yesterday that it was
not aware of any telephone conversation between Modi and Trump a day
earlier. Oil prices LCOcl were stable yesterday, as traders said it would
take time for India to reduce Russian imports.
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facilities in Kyiv

REUTERS, Kyiv

Russian attacks have forced Ukraine to
suspend activities at several major gas
facilities this month, the state energy
company said yesterday, leaving Kyiv
in need of more imports.

into its fourth year, initially focusing
on electricity but this year increasingly
targeting gas infrastructure.

Sergii Koretskyi, CEO of state
energy company Naftogaz, said there
had been six major attacks on gas
facilities this month alone. The latest

to consumers, the former head of
Ukraine’s gas transit operator, Serhiy
Makogon, said.

His forecasts significantly exceed
the estimates of the energy ministry,
which forecast imports at 4.6 bcm
but stated the need for additional
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Ukraine’s President Volodymyr hits damaged facilities in several purchases after Russian attacks.
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Rucsu election
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panel was ahead in the four
centres, according to the
RU Election Commission.
Students were  seen
waiting at the venue, where

peacelully, tallying underway

Parishad VP nominee Fuad
Ratul said although the
clection was participatory,
there was no level playing
field from the beginning of
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