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In contrast, Zunaid Ahmed Palak, 
Golam Dastagir Gazi, and Rashed 
Khan Menon remained silent, some 
looking down or appearing visibly 
anxious.

Soon after entering the dock, Dipu 
Moni expressed frustration, saying in 
a raised voice, “Am I a child? Why am I 
always made to sit in the corner chair? 
I carried out my responsibilities along 
with everyone else.”

After about 20 minutes, the 
accused were escorted out as the 
judges set December 18 as the next 
hearing date.

Kamal Ahmed Majumder, Amir 
Hossain Amu, and Tawfiq-e-Elahi 
Chowdhury appeared to struggle 
with mobility due to age-related 
complications.

Before being taken back to the 
lockup, the accused were briefly 
allowed to meet their families. The 
atmosphere outside the courtroom 
was filled with mixed emotions as 
families exchanged quick goodbyes.

Among others present were retired 
justice Shamsuddin Chowdhury 
Manik and former secretary Jahangir 
Alam.

Meanwhile, the tribunal ordered 
authorities to produce former 
Chattogram Metropolitan Police 
commissioner Saiful Islam on 
October 30 in connection with the 
killing of three people during the 
July 16 uprising in Chattogram.

The prosecution said Saiful had 
filed over 25 false cases against 
students and civilians during the 
movement. He was arrested on 
February 12.

Burn injuries claim four lives
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Injury Survey of Bangladesh 
2022-23,” revealed figures 
many times higher than 
those recorded by the Fire 
Service and Civil Defence.

Commissioned by 
the Non-Communicable 
Disease Control unit of 
the Directorate General 
of Health Services, the 
study was conducted 
by the Centre for Injury 
Prevention and Research, 
Bangladesh (CIPRB), based 
on data collected from 4.43 
lakh participants across 
the country.

The issue of fire 
casualties came to the 
fore again after 16 people 
were killed and four others 
injured when a devastating 
blaze broke out at a 
chemical warehouse and an 
adjacent garment factory 
in the capital’s Mirpur on 
Tuesday.

At least 35 people also 
died and many sustained 
burn injuries in the air 
force jet crash at Milestone 
School and College in 
Uttara’s Diabari in July this 
year, further exposing the 
importance of emergency 

management of severe 
burns.

According to the report, 
a total of 1,491 people die 
from burn injuries every 
year, making it the ninth 
leading cause of injury-
related deaths.

On the other hand, 12.09 
lakh people sustain burn 
injuries annually, making it 
the fourth leading cause of 
injury-related morbidities.

The report said 
2,983 people become 
permanently disabled after 
sustaining burn injuries. 
The highest number of 
fatalities was found among 
those aged over 60, while 
among children the highest 
rate was recorded in the 
1–4-year age group.

However, according 
to Fire Service data, 140 
people died and 378 
sustained burn injuries last 
year.

Salim Mahmud 
Chowdhury, the principal 
investigator of the survey, 
said there is a scarcity of 
treatment facilities for burn 
injuries in the country, 
particularly outside Dhaka, 
resulting in many avoidable 

deaths.
He also pointed out 

a shortage of trained 
personnel for emergency 
management of severe 
burns.

“Burn treatment takes a 
long time and is relatively 
costly, making it difficult 
for many patients to 
continue treatment, often 
leading to life-changing 
disabilities,” he said.

Prof Mohammad 
Nasiruddin, director of 
the National Institute of 
Burn and Plastic Surgery, 
said the number of fire 
incidents in the country is 
so high that even building 
10 more burn institutes 
would not be sufficient 
to manage the growing 
number of patients.

He emphasised that 
priority must be given to 
preventing fire incidents, 
including those linked to 
electrical lines, gas leaks, 
and cylinder explosions.

“Authorities responsible 
for such incidents must 
take proactive measures 
to prevent them and avoid 
these preventable deaths 
and injuries,” he said.
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Seven people were killed and 28 others 
injured in road accidents in four districts 
over the past two days, according to 
reports from our correspondents and a 
news agency.

In Gazipur, a man was killed and 
his son injured after a truck hit their 
motorcycle in the Banani Math area of 
Sreepur upazila on Tuesday night.

The deceased, Kabir Hossain, 45, 
of Dakshin 
Dhanua Notun 
Bazar area in 
Sreepur, worked 
as a veterinary 
medicine seller 
and veterinarian, 
said Mohammad 
Abdul Barik, 
officer-in-charge 
of Sreepur Police 
Station.

W i t n e s s e s 
said Kabir was 
returning home on a motorcycle with his 
son.

“The truck has been seized, and efforts 
are underway to arrest its driver and 
helper,” the OC said.

In Meherpur, a Jahangirnagar 
University student was killed when the 
motorcycle she was on hit a stack of 
bricks beside the road while overtaking a 
truck near the Fatehpur Bridge in Sadar 
upazila yesterday.

Farhana Wahida, 25, daughter of Abdul 
Wahed Chanchol from Meherpur town, 
was a student of the English department 
at JU, police said.

In Tangail, three people were killed and 
12 others injured in a head-on collision 
between a bus and a truck at Baoikhola in 
Basail upazila yesterday, reports UNB.

The identities of the deceased could 
not be known immediately.

The bus from Jamalpur collided head-
on with a rod-laden truck while overtaking 

another vehicle, 
said Basail Police 
Station OC Jalal 
Uddin.

The injured 
were taken to 
Tangail General 
Hospital.

In Faridpur, 
two people, 
including a child, 
were killed and 
15 others injured 
when a bus fell 

into a roadside ditch after being hit by 
another bus in Bhanga yesterday, adds 
the news agency.

One of the deceased is Shamsunnahar, 
40, from Wazirpur upazila in Barishal. 
The identity of the child could not be 
known immediately.

Bhanga Highway Police Station OC 
Rokibuzzaman said the victims died 
of their injuries on the way to Bhanga 
Upazila Health Complex.

Seven killed, 28 hurt 
in road accidents

Two pedestrians carefully step down a severely damaged staircase of the dilapidated Paribagh 
footbridge in the capital yesterday. Large gaps and rusted steps have made the bridge highly risky for 
daily commuters. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN


