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WFP: Aid cuts risk 
pushing 13.7m into 
extreme hunger
AFP, Rome

The UN’s World Food Programme yesterday 
warned that “staggering” cuts to its funding 
risked pushing up to 13.7 million people currently 
receiving food aid into “emergency” levels of 
hunger -- one step before famine.

It warned that six key operations -- in 
Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), Haiti, Somalia, South Sudan, and Sudan -- 
“are currently facing major disruptions, which will 
only get worse by year-end”.

“WFP is facing a staggering 40 percent 
reduction in funding, with projections of $6.4 
billion compared to $9.8 billion in 2024,” the 
Rome-based agency wrote in a new report.

It did not name any one country, but noted a 
report in The Lancet medical journal about the 
huge impact of cuts to US assistance. Donald 
Trump slashed foreign aid after returning as US 
president in January.

Global hunger “is at record levels”, with 319 
million people facing acute food insecurity, 
including 44 million in emergency levels of 
hunger, the agency said.

US slams 
China’s move 
on rare earths
AFP, Washington

US Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent yesterday 
slammed Beijing’s rare 
earth export curbs as 
“China versus the world,” 
vowing that Washington 
and its allies would 
“neither be commanded 
nor controlled.”

“This should be a clear 
sign to our allies that we 
must work together, and 
work together we will,” 
Bessent told reporters at 
a press conference.

His comments came 
as global economic 
leaders gather in 
Washington this week 
for the International 
Monetary Fund and 
World Bank’s fall 
meetings.

“We do not want to 
decouple. We should 
work together to de-risk 
and diversify our supply 
chains away from China 
as quickly as possible,” 
Bessent urged.

He spoke days after 
Beijing imposed fresh 
controls on the export of 
rare earth technologies 
and items.

China is the world’s 
leading producer of the 
minerals used to make 
magnets crucial to the 
auto, electronic and 
defense industries.

US Trade 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Jamieson Greer told the 
same press briefing that 
“this is not just about the 
United States.”xHe said: 
“China’s announcement 
is nothing more than 
a global supply chain 
power grab.”

“This move is not 
proportional retaliation. 
It is an exercise in 
economic coercion on 
every country in the 
world,” he added.

People take part in a protest at Puerta del Sol square, during a general strike called by Spanish unions in 
solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza, in Madrid, Spain, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Atmospheric CO2 
hits record high: UN
AFP, Geneva

The increase in the amount of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere last year was the highest ever 
recorded, the United Nations said yesterday, 
calling for urgent action to slash emissions.

Levels of the three main greenhouse 
gases -- the climate-warming 

CO2, methane and nitrous 
oxide -- all increased yet 

again in 2024, with each 
setting new record highs, 
the UN’s weather and 
climate agency said.

In 2024, CO2 
concentrations were 

at 424 parts per million 
(ppm), methane at 1,942 

parts per billion, and nitrous 
oxide at 338 parts per billion. 

That marks hikes of 152 percent, 266 
percent and 125 percent respectively since pre-
industrial levels before 1750.

The 3.5 ppm increase from 2023 to 2024 was 
“the largest one-year increase since modern 
measurements began in 1957”, the WMO said.

POST-UPRISING NEPAL

Petition challenges interim 
govt’s legality

AFP, Kathmandu

Petitions have been filed in Nepal’s 
Supreme Court challenging the 
formation of an interim government 
and the dissolution of parliament 
following last month’s uprising, a 
court official said yesterday.

The youth-led protests, which 
erupted on September 8 over a 
brief social media ban, economic 
hardship and corruption, quickly 
morphed into nationwide fury after 
a deadly crackdown.

Two days of violence left at least 
73 people dead, the parliament 
and government offices burned 
down, and forced the government’s 
collapse.

Former chief justice Sushila 
Karki, 73, was nominated as prime 
minister and the parliament was 

dissolved shortly after.
But the legality of those moves is 

now under scrutiny.
“Eleven petitions have been filed 

stating that the formation of the 
new interim government and the 
dissolution of the lower house is 
unconstitutional,” Nirajan Pandey, 
the court’s information officer told 
AFP. Pandey said procedures were 
underway to register the petitions, 
after which hearings would be 

scheduled.
A day after the dissolution, 

leaders of eight political parties 
issued a joint statement calling for 
the reinstatement of parliament.

“It was not envisioned in the 
constitution that such a situation 
would arise,” lawyer Dinesh Tripathi 
said. “It is a challenge, but the court 
will decide.”

KP Sharma Oli, who served as 
prime minister four times before 
his ouster, has called for the 
reinstatement of the parliament 
“that was unconstitutionally 
dissolved”, in an address to 
supporters earlier this month.

The Supreme Court building 
was also damaged by fire during 
the protests, and only resumed full 
operations on Tuesday, with many 
sections operating under a tent.

Unexploded bombs 
pose ‘enormous’ 
risks in Gaza
AFP, Jerusalem

Unexploded ordnance in Gaza poses “enormous” risks 
for displaced people returning home during a US-led 
ceasefire, the NGO Handicap International warned 
Tuesday, calling for the entry of equipment needed for 
demining.

“The risks are enormous -- an estimated 70,000 tons 
of explosives have been dropped on Gaza” since the start 
of the war, said Anne-Claire Yaeesh, the organisation’s 
director for the Palestinian territories.

Handicap International specialises in mine clearance 
and assistance to victims of anti-personnel mines.

Unexploded ordnance, ranging from undetonated 
bombs or grenades to simple bullets, has become a 
common sight in the Gaza Strip during the two years 
of Israel’s war. In January, the UN’s Mine Action Service 
(UNMAS) estimated that “5 to 10 percent” of the munitions 
fired on Gaza had not exploded.

Contacted by AFP, UNMAS said that due to restrictions 
imposed over the past two years, its teams had “not been 
able to conduct large-scale survey operations in Gaza”, 
and the agency therefore does not have “a comprehensive 
picture of the (explosive ordnance) threat in the Strip.”

UNMAS nonetheless stressed that since the ceasefire 

came into effect on October 10 requests for technical 
expertise “have surged”, and the agency has been called 
upon for “a range of humanitarian missions including to 
areas that were previously inaccessible”.

In the coming days, “a large part of the efforts will focus 
on ensuring the safety of debris management operations” 
and clearing rubble, particularly along the roads used by 
the thousands of displaced people returning home.

While the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs said Monday that humanitarian 
workers would “assess key roads for explosive hazards”, 
UNMAS stated that it has “a limited number of armoured 
vehicles on the ground which means that we can only 
conduct a certain number of explosive hazard assessments 
each day”.

The UN agency also said it had not yet obtained 
authorisation from Israe to bring in the necessary 
equipment for the destruction of unexploded ordnance.

The world is facing hunger issues on a scale never seen before -- and the 
funds needed to help us respond are woefully insufficient.

Cindy McCain, WFP executive director


