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WP reaflirms
Rohingya food

aid commitment
Its acting chief meets CA
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World Food Programme (WFP) acting

Executive Director Carl Skau has
reaffirmed its commitment to mobilising
food aid for 1.3 million Rohingyas sheltered
in Bangladesh, saying the crisis remains
one of the Rome-based UN agency’s top
agenda.

The acting WFP chief made the
comments when he called on Chief
Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus yesterday
at a hotel in the Italian capital, said the
Chief Adviser’s Press Wing.

The meeting focused primarily on the
ongoing Rohingya crisis, famine situations
in Gaza and Sudan, and the growing
challenges in mobilising funds to combat
global hunger affecting tens of millions.

Skau praised Prof Yunus for his
leadership over the past 15 months,
particularly his unwavering efforts to
bring international attention back to the
Rohingya humanitarian crisis.

Both leaders emphasised the urgent
need for increased funding to support
the Rohingyas residing in camps in
Bangladesh.

Skau commended the September 30
high-level UN meeting on the Rohingya
issue -- convened at Prof Yunus’s request
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A digger removes debris from a street, amid a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, in Gaza City, yesterday.
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6 killed in Gaza amid truce

Civil defence agency says victims were returning home

AFP, Palestinian Territories

Israeli forces killed at least six
Palestinians while they were returning
to their homes yesterday, said Gaza’s
civil defence agency, in the first major
violation since the US-brokered ceasefire
began.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military
claimed its troops had opened fire
on suspects who approached their
positions.

Mahmud Bassal, spokesman for the
civil defence agency, which operates as
a rescue force under Hamas, said five
people were Kkilled as they inspected

A motorcyclist covers his nose on a road in Uttar Jurain. During the dry season, vehicle movement stirs up fine
dust particles, which can cause respiratory issues, eye irritation, and skin problems. Locals say the situation has

worsened due to irregular water spraying and unfinished roadwork.

Border tensions
flair as Pakistan
forces engage

Afghan Taliban

DAWN ONLINE
Fighting flared up again last night
between Pakistani forces and the Afghan
Taliban in the Kurram district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, reported Pakistan’s state
broadcaster.

“Afghan Taliban and Fitna al-Khawarij
opened unprovoked fire in Kurram.
Pakistani Army responded with full
force and intensity,” reported PTV News,
quoting security sources on X.

“Fitna al-Khawarij” is a term the state
uses for terrorists belonging to the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan.

It added that Taliban regime posts
suffered heavy damage and a tank caught
fire after being hit, with Taliban fighters
flecing from their posts.

In a subsequent post, PTV said: “Another
post and tank position of the Afghan
Taliban destroyed in Kurram sector.”

PTV added that a fourth tank position
at Shamsadar post was destroyed. “There
are reports of the killing of an important
commander of Fitna al-Khawarij in this
important operation of the Pakistan Army.”

ICT CASE
July attacks were

systematic crimes
against humanity

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

their homes in the Shujaiya district of
Gaza City.

“Israeli quadcopter drones opened
fire on civilians inspecting their homes
in Shujaiya,” Bassal said.

The Israeli military, however, said its
troops fired after “several suspects were
identified crossing the yellow line and
approaching IDF troops operating in the
northern Gaza Strip”.

“Attempts were made to distance the
suspects,” the statement said.

“The suspects did not comply and
continued approaching the troops, who
opened fire to remove the threat.”

Under a ceasefire deal agreed with

Hamas, Israeli forces have pulled back to
a so-called “yellow line”, behind which
troops still hold roughly half of Gaza.

In a similar incident, Bassal said an
Israeli drone strike Kkilled one person
when it targeted a group of civilians in
the town of Al-Fukhari, southeast of
Khan Yunis city.

When asked for comment, the
Israeli military told AFP the group had
posed “an immediate threat” to troops
stationed there.

“The suspects attempted to move
toward an areca where a Hamas weapons
storage facility was positioned and was

‘No rank
above justice

TIB questions why accused
army oflicers getting
‘special treatment’

)

“The
opportunity
for exemplary
justice,
achieved
through
immense
sacrifice, must not

be undermined by
discriminatory behaviour
that grants special privileges
to a particular group.”

IFTEKHARUZZAMAN
TIB executive director

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International Bangladesh has raised
concern over the government’s decision to keep
military officers, accused by the International
Crimes Tribunal of enforced disappearances,
extrajudicial killings, and torture during the fallen
authoritarian regime, in military custody in the
cantonment area.

This decision is questionable in the light of
constitutional commitments and the principle
of equal application of the law, the anti-graft
watchdog said in a statement yesterday.

TIB called on the government to clarify the
rationale and considerations behind the decision
to treat military officers accused of crimes against
humanity differently from other accused.

Emphasising the fundamental principle that
“all are equal before the law”, the organisation has
strongly urged the government to immediately
withdraw this discriminatory decision.

In the statement, TIB Executive Director
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The prosecution yesterday told the International Crimes Tribunal-1
that the attacks on protesters during the July uprising were
not isolated incidents but part of a coordinated and systematic
campaign of atrocities directed against civilians.

Citing witness testimonies, UN fact-finding report, and other
evidence, Chief Prosecutor Tajul Islam argued that the materials
clearly established a pattern of organised attack and substantiated
the first two of the five charges framed against the accused.

The first charge accuses the defendants of murder, attempted
murder, torture, and other inhumane acts — alleging that they
abetted, incited, facilitated, or failed to prevent such crimes
committed by law enforcement agencies and armed cadres of

Awami League and its affiliated bodies.

Under the second charge, deposed prime minister Sheikh
Hasina is accused of ordering the use of drones, helicopters, and

lethal weapons to subdue protesters.

Hasina’s co-accused former home minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal and ex-inspector general of police Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun, who has turned an approver, are charged with facilitating
and executing this directive through law enforcers. The count
alleges that the three conspired to commit crimes against humanity

knowingly and systematically.
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