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‘No more talks, strike at the very start’
FROM PAGE 16

The prosecution began by screening 
a video report produced by The Daily 
Star showing the final moments before 
Hasina was ousted on August 5. The 
footage referred to an order she had 
issued to a law enforcement official, 
later identified as Col Rajib, which was 
followed by the audio conversation 
being played in court.
WIDESPREAD AND SYSTEMATIC 

ATTACK

Arguing before the tribunal, the 
prosecution said the attacks carried 
out during the July uprising were 
“widespread and systematic” in nature, 
thus amounting to crimes against 
humanity under international law.

The chief prosecutor presented 
supporting materials, including 
witness testimonies, UN reports, and 
video and audio clips to establish that 
the atrocities committed between July 
and August last year were planned, 
state-sponsored, and targeted against 
civilians nationwide.

Chief Prosecutor Tajul Islam said 
the evidence, both documentary and 
testimonial, demonstrates that the 
legal conditions for crimes against 
humanity were fully met.

“We’ve analysed the evidence 
to show that the July–August 
attacks were not random or isolated 

incidents. They were organised 
and coordinated operations across 
Bangladesh, involving large numbers 
of perpetrators using state resources.”

Tajul told the tribunal that about 
35,000 people were injured and 
over 1,400 killed in the nationwide 
crackdown, with atrocities reported 
in at least 838 locations across 41 
districts, with people from 61 districts 
killed.

“The scale of the attack itself proves 
that it was widespread. It was carried 
out repeatedly and in the same manner, 
showing that it was systematic.”

He gave a chronological account of 
the protests and subsequent atrocities 
committed by police, Border Guard 
Bangladesh, Rapid Action Battalion, 
Ansar, and armed activists of the 
Awami League, Chhatra League, and 
Jubo League between July 1 and 
August 5.

The chief prosecutor outlined the 
timeline of the case, stating it began 
with a complaint filed on August 
14 last year. Formal charges were 
submitted on July 1, the tribunal took 
cognisance the same day, and charges 
were framed on July 10. Of the 84 listed 
witnesses, testimonies from 54 have 
been recorded so far.

According to the prosecution, 
student protesters and general citizens 

who joined the anti-discrimination 
movement were also subjected to 
arrest, torture, and illegal confinement. 

The operation, it said, was executed 
under a structured plan using state 
machinery, including police, Rab, 
APBn, BGB, DGFI, NSI, SB, SWAT, 
CTTC, and DB, adding that armed 
cadres of the ruling party also carried 
out the atrocities.

Tajul said, acting on instructions 
from Sheikh Hasina, law enforcement 
agencies deployed drones for 
surveillance, utilised helicopters and 
armoured personnel carriers to shoot 
from both the air and ground, and 
used military-grade rifles and other 
lethal weapons to suppress the July 
uprising.

He further said the National 
Telecommunication Monitoring 
Centre (NTMC) illegally intercepted 
phone calls of dissenters, prevented 
treatment of the wounded, and even 
blocked burials of victims and burnt 
bodies of six people.

Citing the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court, he said a 
crime against humanity must be both 
widespread and systematic. “By analysing 
witnesses’ statements and corroborating 
evidence, we have shown that the July–
August operation meets both conditions 
under international law.”

Sub-jail declared in Dhaka cantonment 
FROM PAGE 1

However, it remains unclear whether 
the 15 army officers will be handed 
over to the police or the army itself 
will produce them before the tribunal.

ICT Chief Prosecutor Tajul Islam 
also talked to journalists about the 
matter after tribunal proceedings 
yesterday. 

Responding to a question on 
whether the army can arrest the 15 
officers now under its custody, he 
said, “No. Only the law enforcement 
agencies can arrest them.”

He added, “As long as they are not 
shown arrested, the law does not 
apply.”

Tajul also said once law 
enforcement agencies officially show 
a person arrested, they are legally 
bound to produce the accused before 
the court within 24 hours -- an 
obligation stated in the constitution, 
the International Crimes (Tribunals) 
Act, 1973, and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC).

“After that, the court will decide 

where the accused will be kept [in 
jail],” he said.

Asked about the gazette 
notification declaring the building 
in Dhaka Cantonment a temporary 
jail, Tajul said the term “prison” could 
refer to any place declared as such by 
the government -- be it the central 
jail, the Jatiya Sangsad building, the 
MP Hostel, or any other facility.

“If declared so, an accused may 
be sent there, and that place will be 
considered a prison. This is not for 
the prosecution or the investigation 
agency to decide,” he said, adding, 
“Our only concern is that the process 
must be done lawfully.”

Home ministry officials said the 
government has the authority to 
declare any building a sub-jail or 
temporary jail in specific cases. 

There are precedents. During the 
2007–08 caretaker government rule, 
two houses in the Jatiya Sangsad 
Bhaban area were declared sub-
jails for Awami League President 
Sheikh Hasina and BNP Chairperson 

Khaleda Zia.
While revealing the news that the 

15 officers were taken into custody at 
a press conference on Saturday, the 
Army Headquarters did not clarify 
their current status.

It said the army has its own 
system of custody called ‘Move and 
Quartering’ (MNQ), and the officers 
were directed to come under that 
arrangement.

It also said if the police act upon 
the warrants, they may arrest the nine 
retired or suspended officers since 
the army law does not apply to them 
the same way it does to serving ones. 

It added that the army had offered 
them the option to come under its 
custody.

Regarding producing the officers 
before the ICT by October 22, the 
deadline mentioned in the tribunal’s 
order, the army said that they were 
seeking legal clarification, and once 
they received that clarification, 
they would act exactly as the law 
required.

Signing first, implementation decision later
FROM PAGE 1

charter without the implementation 
process included, Riaz said, “They 
will sign it based on the consensus 
agreed upon by all political parties. It 
is a historical document. It should be 
signed first.”

Earlier, on September 11, the 
commission circulated a draft of the 
charter and announced that no new 
proposals would be added or removed. 
Following two rounds of dialogue 
with political parties, the commission 
finalised 84 reform proposals, which 
will be part of the July National 
Charter.

The commission had sought 
opinions from political parties on 
repealing article 4A of the constitution, 
which requires the display of portraits 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman in government offices. Most 
parties supported its removal, but 
the issue will not be included in the 
charter.

“Since parties are already in 
agreement, the next parliament will 
take the decision on the matter,” Prof 

Riaz said.
The commission had initially 

planned to have the charter signed 
in July, but the process stalled over 
disagreements on implementation. 

Although parties agreed in principle 
to enforce the charter through a 
referendum, they failed to reach 
consensus on the timing, procedures, 
and framework. 

The commission will now 
combine expert and party opinions 
to prepare a set of implementation 
recommendations for the government.
SIGNING CEREMONY 

The signing ceremony will be held 
on October 17. So far, 30 political 
parties and alliances have submitted 
the names of their representatives 
who will sign the document, said 
Monir Haidar, special assistant 
to the chief adviser on consensus 
building. 

There will be one master copy 
of the charter containing three 
sections -- a preamble on the reform 
initiative’s historical context, a list of 
reform proposals, and a declaration of 

commitment. 
Thirty copies of the declaration will 

be signed individually before being 
consolidated in the master copy.

The cultural affairs ministry is 
assisting in organising the ceremony 
at the South Plaza of Jatiya Sangsad, 
where around 3,000 guests will be 
invited. 

The programme will have two 
sessions -- the signing before Maghrib 
prayers, followed by a projection 
mapping presentation narrating the 
journey of the charter.

The ministry is also preparing a 
cultural programme, pending final 
approval. 

Speaking at the venue yesterday, 
Cultural Affairs Adviser Mostofa 
Sarwar Farooki said final plans will be 
confirmed after a meeting with Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus.

“This document represents our 
future roadmap and a major political 
shift,” Farooki said. “We want the 
signing to be a historic moment -- 
something for future generations to 
remember.”

City

Protesters gesture outside the town hall on Independence Avenue during a nationwide youth-led protest over frequent power 
outages and water shortages in Antananarivo, Madagascar, yesterday, hours before the country’s President, Andry Rajoelina, 
fled on a French military aircraft in the face of calls for his resignation. PHOTO: REUTERS


