
NEWS
Ratify the ILO Convention 190 to end gender-based
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preventing sexual 
harassment and violence 
against women across all 
sectors.

They welcomed 
the progress made by 
the Labour Reform 
Commission towards 
ratification, and said 
despite the High Court 
rule to amend Bangladesh 
Labour Rules 2015 

mandating the formation 
of anti-sexual harassment 
committees at workplaces, 
the provision has not been 
effectively implemented.

“In educational 
institutions and industries, 
even though committees 
are formed, they are not 
functional in practice,” the 
statement read, citing a 
BILS study. It also pointed 
out that the committees 

often lack an “external 
observer”, as required by 
law.

Additionally, the 
platform demanded 
the finalisation of 
the “Workplace and 
Educational Institutions 
Sexual Harassment 
Prevention and Protection 
Act, 2024”, which was first 
proposed in 2018 following 
a High Court order issued 

in 2009.
They demanded 

implementation of the 
recommendations of 
Women’s Affairs Reform 
Commission and Labour 
Reform Commission to 
ensure a women-friendly, 
discrimination-free, and 
decent work environment.

The rights bodies 
include Bangladesh 
Institute of Labour Studies 

(BILS), Bangladesh Labour 
Foundation, Manusher 
Jonno Foundation, 
Bangladesh Jatiya Mohila 
Ainjibi Samity, Karmajibi 
Nari etc.

BILS Director Nazma 
Yesmin read out the 
demands, while Labour 
Reform Commission Chief 
Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed, 
among others, attended 
the event.

Govt should explain
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must demand that the 
government implement 
these reforms, he added.

He also said not all 
recommendations need 
to be converted into 
law, he said, adding, 
“Even government 
directives following these 
recommendations could 
achieve significant results.”

Kamal Ahmed also 
expressed concern over 
current media trends. 

“This unhealthy 
competition for viral 
content is undermining 
professionalism and 
newsroom credibility. 
Public awareness of 
editorial standards and 
ethical journalism is crucial 
to prevent media chaos and 
achieve equality,” he said.

He stressed that media 
professionals need to be 
more sensitive to issues like 
gender equality, integrity, 
and responsible content 
publication. 

Kamal Ahmed also 
noted that a commitment 
charter on gender equality, 
respectful workplace 
behaviour, ethical 
journalism, and responsible 
content publication had 
been released earlier, with 
21 media organisations 
endorsing it.

“Despite that, we are 
still seeing unhealthy 
competition among outlets 
to go viral, often at the cost 
of quality journalism,” he 
said.

“We are witnessing 
a decline in newsroom 
standards. To prevent 
this, we must emphasise 
professionalism, ethical 
principles, and adherence 
to editorial guidelines in 
newsrooms. Without this 
awareness, there is no 
escape from social media 
chaos, and things may get 
even worse,” he added.

Dr Halida Hanum 
Akhtar, member of the 
Women’s Affairs Reform 

Commission, said the 
media is a powerful tool for 
social change. 

She called for gender-
sensitive journalism 
training and emphasised 
that women should be 
more visible in both news 
coverage and decision-
making roles within media 
organisations.

Rasheda K Chowdhury, 
adviser to a former caretaker 
government, said women’s 
participation in media is 
increasing, but decision-
making opportunities 
remain limited. 

She noted that women 
hold only 5–6 percent 
of seats in parliament 
and are similarly under-
represented in media 
leadership roles.

Kabita Bose, country 
director of Plan 
International Bangladesh, 
and Iftekharul Karim, 
senior programme manager 
of Jaago Foundation, also 
spoke, among others.

Issue Dhaka Central University
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from the seven colleges are 
lobbying to stop the central 
university ordinance from 
being issued.

“If it becomes a 
university, PhD-holding 
teachers will be appointed 
here. Many current 
teachers will be transferred 
to other places, so they are 
trying to bar the process,” 
said Ratul Hasan Shishir, 
a first-year geography 
student at Dhaka College.

On September 
17, teachers from 
these seven colleges 
demonstrated protesting 
the establishment plan of 
Dhaka Central University 
in front of the University 
Grants Commission in 
Agargaon.

Ratul claimed teachers 
are now instigating higher 
secondary students against 
the ordinance.

On Saturday, higher 
secondary students of 
Dhaka College protested 
against the formation of 
the university on college 
campus and briefly at the 
Science Lab intersection. 

They claimed it would 

destroy Dhaka College’s long 
tradition and uniqueness.

Dhaka College also saw 
an altercation on campus 
yesterday between a couple 
of honours students and 
teachers regarding the 
protest, according to many 
students of the college.

Meanwhile, many 
students from Titumir 
College, who had previously 
protested against the 
central university proposal 
and demanded a separate 
university for themselves, 
were also at yesterday’s 
demonstration.

Alfazur Rahman, a 
first-year physics student 
at Titumir College, said 
a faction of students 
still supports the idea 
of a separate university. 
However, he said the 
majority now want to 
be part of the proposed 
central university.

Around 4:30pm, a 
23-member student 
delegation from seven 
colleges met with 
Education Adviser CR 
Abrar at the secretariat. 

A ministry source 
said during the meeting, 

the adviser informed 
the students that the 
ordinance-related work 
involved collaboration 
among several ministries, 
thus causing a delay.

On March 26, the 
government announced 
plans to form a new 
university by separating 
the seven government 
colleges affiliated with 
Dhaka University.

The seven colleges are 
-- Dhaka College, Eden 
Mohila College, Begum 
Badrunnessa Government 
Girls’ College, Government 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
College, Kabi Nazrul 
Government College, 
Government Bangla 
College, and Government 
Titumir College.
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INCLUDING TANGAIL IN M’SINGH DIVISION

Locals block road 
protesting proposal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Students and locals blocked the road 
at the east end of the Bangabandhu 
Bridge in Tangail yesterday, protesting a 
reported proposal to include Tangail in 
the Mymensingh division.

The blockade began around 11:30am 
at the East Gol Chokkor area, causing 
a traffic jam stretching about six 
kilometers on both sides of the bridge.

The protesters said they would not 
accept Tangail’s inclusion in Mymensingh 
division and demanded that if the district 
is excluded from Dhaka division, it should 
instead be declared an independent 
division. They threatened a tougher 
movement if their demand is ignored.

Traffic resumed around 12:30pm after 
discussions with the administration, led 
by Bhuanpur UNO Mahbub Alam and 
Kalihati UNO Khairul Islam. 

Khairul said the government has not 

issued any official notice about such a 
proposal and asked protesters to submit 
their demands in writing for forwarding 
to higher authorities.

In 2014, a similar proposal sparked 
strong protests in Tangail, with 
residents organising human chains 

and signature campaigns. As the issue 
re-emerges, people from different 
walks of life in the district are again 
voicing anger and urging that Tangail’s 
current administrative status remain 
unchanged.

People participate in an exercise to create awareness about disaster at Barishal 
city’s Bell’s Park. The Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief organised the 
event, marking International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction. PHOTO: TITU DAS


