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‘No one has been
given a symbol

outside of EC list’
Says CEC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg
Chief Election Commissioner
AMM Nasir Uddin
yesterday said the Election
Commission has not yet
made any decision regarding

Gachhis gear up
for date palm
sap season

Although winter has yet to begin, date palm sap collectors
in Jashore have already started preparing their trees ahead
of the season. As a light chill sets in during mornings and
evenings, locals say it signals the arrival of winter.
In anticipation, the sap collectors -- locally known as
“gachhis” -- are busy cleaning and trimming date palm trees. =
Their activity has brought a visible sense of urgency to : =

the National Citizen Party’s
) — = roposal (o use “shapla”
the villages. As temperatures drop, the sweetness of the =" £ =i &fatper lily) as its election sg’mbol
sap increases, bringing the promise of fresh date palm : : The commission has no scopé to go beyond its
]l;lclgieng?r?g :)};ewirgtlccrhiloved patali gur (molasses) at the === officially reserved list of election symbols. ’
g . . TqQ1 T 1 -1 -

For generations, Bangladeshi homemakers have used - 3 EC]’\saTilrrniLtggi)lilzalaidNCeg ligsseerg ;Lr(e) a‘:v zz;eato ftltltel‘e,
date palm juice and molasses to prepare traditional % T = would not create anv ob %Izaclc% to LhI(; democratic
delicacies like pitha and payesh. The juice is not only - rocess in the C()UIlti‘V ) ’
consumed fresh but also boiled down to produce various p .

; . - . . The CEC made the remarks after addressing a
types of molasses, including nolen gur and patali gur. special meeting at the Chattogram Circuit House

with deputy commissioners (DCs), senior law
enforcement officials, and election-related officers
from the Chattogram division.

Replying to a question about the possibility
of adding the shapla symbol to the list, the CEC
answered, “The rule is that parties must choose
symbols from the EC’s list. So far, no one has been
given a symbol outside of the list.”
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Erosion leaves over
200 tamilies homeless

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat
As floodwaters recede in the
northern districts of Rangpur,
Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, and
Nilphamari, erosion has intensified
along the banks of the Teesta,
Dharla, Brahmaputra, and
Dudhkumar rivers, with at least 60
points now severely affected.

Farmlands, homesteads,
orchards, and other structures
are being devoured by the rivers,
leaving many riverside families
homeless. Fearing further collapse,
some residents have dismantled
their homes and moved to safer
places.

According to sources at the
district administration and the
District Relief and Rehabilitation
Office, river erosion along 60 points
of the Teesta, Dharla, Dudhkumar,
and Brahmaputra rivers between
October 7 and 11 has rendered 230
families homeless.

Of them, 160 families lost
their homes in Kurigram, 40 in
Lalmonirhat, 20 in Rangpur, and
10 in Nilphamari. Farmlands and

Rajarhat, and Ulipur upazilas;
Lalmonirhat’s Sadar, Aditmari, and
Hatibandha wupazilas; Rangpur’s
Gangachara and Kaunia upazilas;
and Nilphamari’s Dimla upazila.
Meher Jamal, a resident of
Baniapara village in Kurigram
Sadar, said, “Over the past few years,

Engineer Rakibul Hasan said,
“After the floods, several spots have
started eroding. Controlling the
erosion at Jatrapur requires a large
quantity of geo-bags, but there are
fund shortages.”

“We are dumping sand-filled
geo-bags at some vulnerable points

MYANMAR BORDER
BGB man loses
right foot in
landmine blast

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

A member of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
was injured in a landmine explosion along the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border in Naikhongchhari
uparzila of Bandarban yesterday.

The incident occurred around 12:25pm near
pillar no 41 along the Tumbru-Baishfari border
under Ghumdhum union, said BGB officials.

The injured Nayek Akhtar Hossain was stationed
at the Reju Amtali Border Outpost (BOP) under
the Cox’s Bazar Battalion (34 BGB). The explosion
severed his right foot up to the ankle and left him
with serious injuries to his left leg.

Col Mohiuddin Ahmed, commander of the
Ramu Sector, said Akhtar was immediately taken
to the Combined Military Hospital in Ramu.

Ibrahim Laskar, from the Khajura area of Jashore, has
been earning his livelihood by selling date palm juice
and molasses for around 25 years. Passed down through
generations, this age-old craft remains his family’s main
source of income.

“With fewer trees and rising prices of daily essentials, it’s
hard to support my family of five,” said Ibrahim. “We have to
buy firewood to make molasses, which increases costs. If we
had access to modern technology, things would be easier.”

Another sap collector, Mizanur, said, “After collecting
the sap, our wives boil it down to make molasses - a very
labour-intensive process. But the profits are too small. A
knife now costs Tk 600, while a pot that once sold for Tk
30-40 now sells for Tk 50-60. If the price of molasses
doesn’t increase, we'll face big losses this year.”

According to the Department of Agricultural Extension
(DAE), there are about 1.64 million date palm trees in
Jashore, of which 3,49,000 are tapped for sap extraction.

Fach season, these trees yield approximately 52.4 million
litres of sap, producing around 52,500 tonnes of molasses
worth over Tk 100 crore. Currently, around 13,200 sap
collectors are active across eight upazilas in the district.

Contacted, Shamimur Rahman, sub-assistant
agriculture officer of Jashore Sadar, said under a
government project, they have distributed sap collection

St b ot

I lost seven bighas of land to the
river. I was living on just ten decimals
of homestead land -- and that too
went into the river on Wednesday
morning. I somehow managed to

and have sent a letter to higher
authorities  requesting  urgent
allocation,” he said.

Kurigram Deputy Commissioner
Sifat Mehnaz said, “The affected

pots and knives among the collectors. homesteads in these arcas have move my belongings (o safety.” families are being given the According to the BGB, the explosion occurred

“If we can provide them with modern stoves, climbing been swallowed by the rivers. Villagers, Mohosena Begum and ~ government’s  emergency — relief while a patrol team from the Reju Amtali BOP was
equipment, and training on improved techniques, this Frosion has worsened in  Mominul Islam echoed him. assistance, and they will be on duty at a proposed temporary outpost in the
heritage can be further enriched.” Kurigram’s ~ Sadar, Nageshwari, Kurigram  WDB  Executive rehabilitated.” Pairabunia area.
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Senate, and prepare a

Meghna Group of Industries (MGI) is seeking a highly experienced and proactive DGM/ General
roadmap to address issues

Manager, Regulatory Affairs to lead all sorts of licensing, approvals, and compliance activities across its

7,000 activities under its
climate framework,” he
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said. of food, accommodation, | | business clusters. The position is based at the Head Office in Dhaka.
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continues to create major
funding gaps, hindering
engagement with global
partners. We must build
stronger financial systems,
ensure credible data, and
embed gender- and youth-
focused mechanisms in
all climate financing,” he
added.

Ahmed, consultant editor
of The Daily Star; and
other climate and gender
activists also attended the
event.

been actively involved in
movements and struggles
at CU. During the July
movement, [ played the
role of a co-coordinator,
and afterwards I continued
the fight by standing with
the people, free from greed
or temptation. I think my
organisational ability to
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SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

documentation activities, including proper archiving and tracking of all licenses, approvals, and
related regulatory documents.

= Obtain and renew licenses and approvals from Dok, BSTI, WASA, Titas Gas, DIFE, DPDT, BERC,
DGDA, BIWTA , BEZA, BIDA, and other relevant agencies and ministries.

= Represent the company in inspections, audits, official meetings, and forums with government
authorities and industry associations.

= Coordinate with respective factory heads and concerned person to ensure proper understanding,
maintenance, and compliance of all required licenses, approvals, and regulatory documents.

= Master's in Business Administration, Public Minimum 10 to 15 years of experience in =

= Application Deadline: October 30, 2025




