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‘No one has been
given a symbol

outside of EC list’
Says CEC Nasir Uddin

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg
Chief Election Commissioner
AMM Nasir Uddin
yesterday said the Election
Commission has not yet
made any decision regarding
the National Citizen Party’s
proposal (o use “shapla”
(water lily) as its election symbol.

The commission has no scope to go beyond its
officially reserved list of election symbols.

Nasir Uddin said NCP leaders are aware of the
EC’s limitations and expressed hope that they
would not create any obstacles to the democratic
process in the country.

The CEC made the remarks after addressing a
special meeting at the Chattogram Circuit House
with deputy commissioners (DCs), senior law
enforcement officials, and election-related officers
from the Chattogram division.

Replying to a question about the possibility
of adding the shapla symbol to the list, the CEC
answered, “The rule is that parties must choose
symbols from the EC’s list. So far, no one has been
given a symbol outside of the list.”

DATA ORDINANCES

Quality was not

compromised
Says Faiz Ahmad Taiyeb

The government held consultations with relevant
stakeholders before the Personal Data Protection
Ordinance-2025 and the National Data Governance
Ordinance-2025 were approved, Faiz Ahmad Taiyeb,
special assistant to the chief adviser for telecom and ICT,
said yesterday. -

“The law had to be enacted in the shortest possible time. — .
But this urgency did not compromise its quality,” he said. = =5

The stakeholders include the business community and =
major global tech platforms such as Meta and Google. . e

Briefing journalists in Agargaon’s ICT Division, he T
made the remarks on the approval of three ordinances, ik
the ordinances of personal data protection, the national 2 2 =
data governance, and the cyber security (amendment)
ordinance-2025, which were approved on Thursday.

Eighteen months havebeen given for theimplementation
of the Personal Data Protection Ordinance. On this, Taiyeb
said, “How many days does it take to build a data centre?
From the Bangladesh Computer Council’s end, we are
implementing three data centres -- not one, but three. We
have given vendors six months to a year.”

He questioned why private platforms could not build
data centres within 18 months when the government
could do it within a year. “I urge the media to come (o us,
ask questions, and report based on understanding.”

On Saturday, Transparency International Bangladesh
(TIB) said in a statement that the ordinances of personal
data protection and the national data governance had
been approved hastily and without adequate transparency.

Taiyeb admitted that there had been a mistake in the
previous Cyber Security Act, which had been corrected
this time. If any errors are found in the new law, those will
also be fixed, he added.

He also welcomed all forms of constructive criticism
and said the government remained open to discussion.

The ordinances have raised concerns as they grant the
proposed National Data Management Authority broad
executive power to issue orders to tech platforms if their
operations are deemed detrimental to users.

The authority’s power (o inspect stored data or devices
has also raised privacy concerns.

At the same time, the ordinances mark a major step
towards safeguarding citizens’ privacy.

Taiyeb said the authority had not been given unlimited
power. A judicial council has been included to ensure
accountability, and citizens can also approach this council
for arbitration. “There is no non-bailable clause in this law.”

He said data ownership lies with individuals, while
the authority will verify whether an organisation has the
capability to handle data properly.

“If you call this excessive power, I have nothing to say. I
would humbly say such power is necessary.”

He said the government had brought both local and
international platforms, including Meta and Google,
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Erosion leaves over
200 families homeless

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat
As floodwaters recede in the
northern districts of Rangpur,
Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, and
Nilphamari, erosion has intensified
along the banks of the Teesta,
Dharla, Brahmaputra, and
Dudhkumar rivers, with at least 60
points now severely affected.

Farmlands, homesteads,
orchards, and other structures
are being devoured by the rivers,
leaving many riverside families
homeless. Fearing further collapse,
some residents have dismantled
their homes and moved to safer
places.

According to sources at the
district administration and the
District Relief and Rehabilitation
Office, river erosion along 60 points
of the Teesta, Dharla, Dudhkumar,
and Brahmaputra rivers between
October 7 and 11 has rendered 230
families homeless.

Of them, 160 families lost
their homes in Kurigram, 40 in
Lalmonirhat, 20 in Rangpur, and
10 in Nilphamari. Farmlands and

Rajarhat, and Ulipur upazilas;
Lalmonirhat’s Sadar, Aditmari, and
Hatibandha wupazilas; Rangpur’s
Gangachara and Kaunia upazilas;
and Nilphamari’s Dimla upazila.
Meher Jamal, a resident of
Baniapara village in Kurigram
Sadar, said, “Over the past few years,

Engineer Rakibul Hasan said,
“After the floods, several spots have
started eroding. Controlling the
erosion at Jatrapur requires a large
quantity of geo-bags, but there are
fund shortages.”

“We are dumping sand-filled
geo-bags at some vulnerable points

MYANMAR BORDER
BGB man loses
right foot in
landmine blast

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar
A member of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
was injured in a landmine explosion along the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border in Naikhongchhari
uparzila of Bandarban yesterday.

The incident occurred around 12:25pm near
pillar no 41 along the Tumbru-Baishfari border
under Ghumdhum union, said BGB officials.

The injured Nayek Akhtar Hossain was stationed
at the Reju Amtali Border Outpost (BOP) under
the Cox’s Bazar Battalion (34 BGB). The explosion
severed his right foot up to the ankle and left him
with serious injuries to his left leg.

Col Mohiuddin Ahmed, commander of the
Ramu Sector, said Akhtar was immediately taken
to the Combined Military Hospital in Ramu.
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I lost seven bighas of land to the
river. I was living on just ten decimals
of homestead land -- and that too
went into the river on Wednesday
morning. I somehow managed to

and have sent a letter to higher
authorities  requesting  urgent
allocation,” he said.

Kurigram Deputy Commissioner
Sifat Mehnaz said, “The affected

under legal accountability. homesteads in these arcas have move my belongings (o safety.” families are being given the According to the BGB, the explosion occurred

Taiyeb said the laws would soon be published and that been swallowed by the rivers. . Villagers, Mohosena Begum and ~ government’s — emergency  relief while a patrol team from the Reju Amtali BOP was
government agencies would receive training to ensure Erosion — has worsened in  Mominul Islam echoed him. assistance, and they will be on duty at a proposed temporary outpost in the
proper implementation. Kurigram’s ~ Sadar, Nageshwari,  Kurigram ~ WDB  Executive rehabilitated.” Pairabunia area.
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at  UN  Women, said towards gender equality, as active participants, not importantly, Bangladesh hy we are determined o °CUildings —and unused many female students yomen,” she said.
Bangladesh  needs  to  no policy can bring lasting  passive recipients,” she still lacks a youth ministry  rogist it.” land on campus to create  with children struggle to “We kept our manifesto
strengthen  coordination  change,” she said. said. or budget for climate He stressed the need Nousing facilities. T will - continue their studies. 1o jigtic - all promises are
and data-driven action Dr Tania Haque, Sohanur Rahman, ~ action. Without structural ¢ ") t N i K initiate  steps towards Their rights must be achievable.” she said
to make climate policies professor of  Dhaka executive coordinator of reform, youth remain ora long-term Wamework  ha(,” she added. ensured -- so I plan to set Re rardir’1; thé eléction
effective.  “Progress has  University’s Women YouthNet Global, said, “I sidelined. I's time to .© build a safe campus. Improving the up daycare centres in h %l df 5 d
been slow, but we cannot  and Gender Studies come from the grassroots ensure real inclusion, I “:ant Lo mtroduce, transport  system would  every faculty,” she said. S ccare Or'unlnte.rruplt'ev
afford to stop,” she said. department, said, “Iobring - my activism began a resources, and leadership ¢ Campus ~ Charter’ also be one of her She also pledged to Yol¢ countng with live

“The involvement of  realchange, we mustbridge decade ago in Barishal. for women and young involving all stakeholders  priorities, alongside ensure prayer spaces, broadcast  to  ensure
25 ministries in climate knowledge gaps between We've long spoken of peoplein climate policy_” - students, teachers, solving other basic issues sanitation and menstrual traflspar.ency.
work is not fragmentation weather and climate and meaningful participation AKM Sohel, additional and staff. Whenever the such as medical services, hygiene facilities, access ) [ believe the students
~ it’s progress, because address the intersectional and equality, vet real secretary and chief of the administration failsoracts medicine supply, and food to medical services, and Will choose the most
climate change, gender, fajlures in research and gender mainstreaming still UN Wing at the Fconomic irresponsibly, this charter quality. strengthened campus deserving candidate
and disaster risk reduction  policy.” lags. Women, youth, and Relations Division, said no will function as a guiding “There is no separate security for female through a free, fair
are crosscutting issues “Heat  stress affects people with disabilities government can achieve law for everyone.” day-care centre for female students. election,” she added.
that demand an all-of- women differently based remain excluded from (rue climate resilience Dhrubo ~ said, “Our
government and allof  on  class, occupation, adaptation and mitigation without inclusive and plan is clear and multi
society 3pprpach. What or physical condition. decisions.” coordinated action. dimensional. We  will "
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2 W O PCEAST climate framework,” he roadmap to address iS§UeS Manager, Regulatory Affairs to lead all sorts of licensing, approvals, and compliance activities across its
" E { E J said. of food, accommodation, | | business clusters. The position is based at the Head Office in Dhaka.
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7,000 activities under its

continues to create major
funding gaps, hindering
engagement with global
partners. We must build
stronger financial systems,
ensure credible data, and
embed gender- and youth-
focused mechanisms in
all climate financing,” he
added.

Ahmed, consultant editor

activists also attended the
event.

Senate, and prepare a

been actively involved in
movements and struggles
at CU. During the July
movement, [ played the
role of a co-coordinator,
and afterwards I continued
the fight by standing with
the people, free from greed
or temptation. I think my
organisational ability to
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Meghna Group of Industries (MGI) is seeking a highly experienced and proactive DGM/ General

= | ead and guide the Regulatory Affairs team to ensure smooth execution of all compliance and
documentation activities, including proper archiving and tracking of all licenses, approvals, and
related regulatory documents.

= Obtain and renew licenses and approvals from Dok, BSTI, WASA, Titas Gas, DIFE, DPDT, BERC,
DGDA, BIWTA , BEZA, BIDA, and other relevant agencies and ministries.

= Represent the company in inspections, audits, official meetings, and forums with government
authorities and industry associations.

= Coordinate with respective factory heads and concerned person to ensure proper understanding,
maintenance, and compliance of all required licenses, approvals, and regulatory documents.

= Master's in Business Administration, Public Minimum 10 to 15 years of experience in =

= Application Deadline: October 30, 2025




