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Crimes, flash 
FROM PAGE 3

The adviser said the overall 
law and order situation has 
improved, particularly in 
Dhaka, as police continue 
their operations.

“Earlier, when we 
detained 254 people in 
one operation, it sent a 
strong message, and such 
processions have since 

been reduced,” he said.
Asked about recent 

attacks on police, Jahangir 
said such incidents had 
declined compared to 
previous years.

“There are still isolated 
cases, like the one in 
Narsingdi, but overall, the 
situation is improving,” he 
said.

EU to send observers
FROM PAGE 3

at the BNP Chairperson’s 
Gulshan office.

Khosru said the 
discussion mainly focused 
on the upcoming national 
election, expected to be 
held in early February, 
and the overall electoral 
process.

The BNP leader said the 
talks also covered several 
issues, including the 
economy, trade relations, 
institutional reforms, 
and the importance of 
strengthening democracy 
in Bangladesh.

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
Bangladesh’s strong 
economic ties with the 
EU, Khosru said the 
country’s ready-made 

garments sector has grown 
significantly thanks to 
the EU’s duty-free market 
access. “They want to 
continue this support, and 
in the coming days, they 
want Bangladesh–EU trade 
relations to remain strong 
and uninterrupted.”

He said the EU also 
expressed its willingness 
to continue supporting 
efforts to make democracy 
in Bangladesh more 
institutional and 
sustainable.

The BNP leader said 
the EU wants to see 
democratic institutions -- 
Parliament, government, 
judiciary, and the 
media -- functioning 
independently.

136 charged 
in murder 
case linked to 
July uprising 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Pabna

Police have pressed charges 
against 136 people in a 
murder case in Pabna 
linked to the July uprising.

Sanjay Kumar Saha, 
inspector of Pabna Sadar 
Police Station and the 
investigating officer, said 
35 persons have been 
arrested in the case, while 
the remaining are currently 
absconding. 

On August 4, 2024, a 
student of Pabna Polytechnic 
Institute, Jahidul Islam, 18, 
and a ninth-grader at Siddik 
Memorial School, Mahbub 
Hossain Niloy, 16, died after 
being shot during a protest 
at Traffic Mor in Pabna town.

Pabna Sadar Awami 
League organising 
secretary, former Sadar 
UP chairman Abu Sayeed, 
and other AL members 
attacked the protesters and 
opened fire on them, as per 
the case statement.

Celebrating 
FROM PAGE 4

A documentary on 
the legendary multi-
instrumentalist was also 
screened.

The event featured 
performances by Pandit Asit 
Dey, who performed Kheyal 
(a lyrical composition), 
and teachers and students 
of Bengal Parampara 
Sangeetalaya, who 
presented a musical concert 
featuring traditional 
Bangalee instruments such 
as the tabla, sarangi, sitar, 
and sarod.

Descendants of Ustad 
Alauddin Khan -- Afsana 
Khan (sitar) and Rukhsana 
Khan (sarod) -- also 
performed. The concluding 
performance featured Ustad 
Alauddin Khan’s great-
grandson Siraz Ali Khan.
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Teesta erosion endangers 
homes and roads

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Residents living along the Teesta 
shoal areas in Lalmonirhat, 
Rangpur, Kurigram, and 
Nilphamari have been gripped by 
fear as riverbank erosion has taken 
a serious turn despite a drop in the 
river’s water level.

Erosion has been reported on the 
western protection embankment 
of the Second Teesta Road Bridge 
over the river at Mahipur point in 
Rangpur’s Gangachhara upazila. 
As a result, the bridge, the Kakina–
Mahipur road, and around a dozen 
nearby villages with more than 
1,000 families are now under threat.

Kader Ali, a resident of Kalmati 
area in Lalmonirhat, said, “The 
floodwaters damaged our village 
culvert, cutting off communication. 
We can now see the full extent of 
the damage as the water recedes.”

In Gatiashyam area of Kurigram’s 
Rajarhat upazila, villager Abed 
Hossain said, “Our road has 
completely collapsed. Even walking 
to the market has become difficult 
now.”

Lalmonirhat LGED Executive 
Engineer Kawsar Alam said, “Rural 

roads and culverts have been 
damaged in many places due to the 
flood. We are currently assessing 
the extent of the damage.”

Laxmitari Union Parishad 
Chairman Abdullah Al Hadi said, 

“The erosion is getting worse. We 
have informed the LGED multiple 
times, but no effective measures 
have been taken yet.”

Rangpur Water Development 
Board Executive Engineer 
Rabiul Islam said, “As the 
embankment is part of the bridge, 
its maintenance falls under the 
LGED’s responsibility. Without 
prompt action, significant damage 
could occur. We’re monitoring the 
situation and will place geo-bags 
filled with sand if needed.”

Rangpur LGED Executive 
Engineer Mohammad Musa said, 
“The embankment was damaged 
earlier in the August-September 
floods. Around 80 metres of a 
900-metre stretch has collapsed. 
Due to the strong current, 
repair work cannot be started 
immediately, but we are ready to 
begin once the water level drops.”
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3 more die 
of dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least three dengue 
patients died while 700 
others were hospitalised 
in the 24 hours till 
8:00am yesterday.

According to the 
DGHS, the deaths were 
reported in Dhaka.

With these, the total 
number of deaths from 
dengue this year rose 
to 220 while total cases 
rose to 52,104. 

Among the total cases, 
49,411 dengue patients 
have been released so 
far after treatment. 
Currently, 2,473 dengue 
patients are undergoing 
treatment at different 
hospitals across the 
country, 1,617 of whom 
are from outside Dhaka.
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