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UK PM hails India
ties after trade deal

AFP, Mumbai

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer touted
“unparalleled” opportunities opening up in India as
he made his inaugural visit to the country yesterday,
seeking to promote a trade deal signed this summer.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed
Starmer and what he called “the largest ever trade
delegation from the UK”, saying in a statement that
he hoped to bolster their “shared vision of a stronger,
mutually prosperous future”.

The two-day visit comes after the countries signed
a major trade accord in London in July.

“With India set to be the third-biggest economy
in the world by 2028, and trade with them about
to become quicker and cheaper, the opportunities
waiting to be seized are unparalleled,” Starmer said.

India and its former colonial ruler are the world’s
fifth- and sixth-largest economies, with bilateral
trade worth around $54.8 billion and investments
supporting more than 600,000 jobs across both
countries.

Starmer, whose 125-member delegation includes
business leaders like British Airways chiefl executive
Sean Doyle, called the recent trade deal the “biggest”
India had ever struck.

Under the new deal, India will slash tariffs on
imports of British goods such as whisky, cosmetics
and medical devices, while Britain will reduce duties
on clothing, footwear and food products, including
frozen prawns from India.

Starmer also said three new Bollywood
blockbusters will be made in the UK from next year
as he wrapped up his visit to the famed Yash Raj Film
studio.

However, Starmer ruled out expanding visa access
for Indian professionals despite pressure.

Rights groups have urged Starmer (o raise the case
of Scottish Sikh blogger Jagtar Singh Johal, detained
in India since 2017 over an alleged plot to kill right-
wing Hindu leaders.

He has not been convicted, and one of the nine

Palestinian journalists and local officials gather around symbolic coffins and portraits of media workers killed in
Israeli fire, as they mark two years since Israel started its war on Gaza, during a rally calling for an end to attacks
on journalists and for accountability yesterday. The rally was organised by the Palestinian Journalists Syndicate
in Ramallah city in the occupied West Bank.
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Crisis deepens in France

Le Pen vows to block any govt as pressure mounts on Macron (o resign

AFP, Paris

France’s far-right leader Marine Le
Pen yesterday said she would thwart
all action by any new government,
throwing into doubt Prime Minister
Sebastien Lecornu’s ability to solve
the country’s deepening political
crisis with a coalition cabinet.

President Emmanuel Macron is
facing the worst domestic crisis of
his mandate, with the clock ticking
down to a deadline Wednesday
evening for a working government
to be formed.

France has been mired in political
deadlock ever since Macron took the
gamble last year of snap elections
that he hoped would consolidate
power -- but ended instead in a hung
parliament and more seats for the
far right.
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call new snap polls or resign.

On Wednesday, she pledged to
make impossible the life of any new
cabinet.

“I vote against everything,” the
three-time presidential candidate
said, after her group refused to take
part in talks to end the crisis.

Speaking at a livestock fair
in central France, she compared
French political life to a “rodeo”.

Their idea is “how long can I hold

party senses its best ever chance
of winning power in the next
presidential elections due in 2027,
with Macron barred from running.

Since the snap 2024 vote, the
legislative chamber has toppled two
prime ministers in a standoff over
next year’s austerity budget.

Lecornu resigned on Monday
after criticism of his new cabinet
line-up.

But with public debt at an all-
time high, Macron convinced him to
stay on until Wednesday evening to
try to break the impasse.

If Lecornu can not reach
a solution, Macron said on
Monday that he would “assume
his  responsibilities”, apparently
referring to early parliamentary
elections.

It was also not clear if the

Momentum from
Alaska meeting
‘sone’: Russia

AFP, Moscow

Russia yesterday said that momentum towards
reaching a peace deal in Ukraine had largely
vanished following Vladimir Putin and Donald
Trump’s summit in Alaska, dimming hopes for a
quick end to the three-and-a-half year war.

Diplomatic efforts to end the conflict have since
stalled, with both Moscow and Kyiv launching
deadly strikes into each other’s territory and
Russia advancing on the battlefield.

“Unfortunately, we must admit that the
powerful momentum generated by Anchorage in
favour of agreements... has largely gone,” Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said.

He blamed Europe for the impasse, accusing
them of wanting to wage a “war.

Ryabkov said also said sending Tomahawks to
Ukraine would have “severe” consequences and
urged Washington to reconsider the decision.

US-Russian ties were “cracking” at their
“foundation”, said Ryabkov -- and “the Americans
are (o blame for this”.

Ex-FBI chiel Comey
pleads not guilty

AFP, Alexandria

Former FBI director James Comey pleaded not
guilty on Wednesday to felony charges in a case
widely seen as an escalation of President Donald
Trump’s campaign of retribution against political
opponents.

Comey, 64, a prominent critic of the president,
was indicted by a grand jury last month on charges
of making false statements to Congress and
obstructing a congressional proceeding.

A judge has set a trial date of January 5.

Comey’s indictment stems from sworn
testimony he gave to the Senate Judiciary
Committee in 2020. Heis accused of falsely stating
that he had not authorized another FBI employee
to be an anonymous source in news reports.

He faces up to five years in prison if convicted.

Comey was fired by Trump in 2017 amid a
probe into whether any members of the Trump
presidential campaign had colluded with Moscow
to sway the 2016 vote.

The charges against Comey came just days
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