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cooperate in the payment 
process, necessary action 
will be taken against them 
in accordance with the 
rules.

The directive has been 
sent to all relevant offices, 
including the director 
general of the Directorate 
of Secondary and Higher 
Education (DSHE), 
divisional commissioners, 
deputy commissioners, 
and district education 
officers.

Following the fall of 
the Sheikh Hasina-led 
government on August 
5 last year, teachers at 
various levels were forced 
to resign from different 
educational institutions 
across the country. 

Consequently, the 
salaries of many were 
stopped. 

Later, they submitted 
applications to the 
education ministry, 
reporting that they 
are living in difficult 
conditions.

According to The Daily 
Star’s count, at least 150 
teachers were forced to 
resign in the months 
following the July uprising. 
Education ministry 
officials said the actual 
number was far higher -- 
over 2,000 teachers and 
headteachers forced out 
across the country, with 
around 800 seeking court-
ordered reinstatements.

The Alliance of Deprived 
Institution Heads and 
Teachers estimated that 
nearly 3,500 teachers 
across some 2,000 
institutions have faced 
harassment; over 500 were 
injured or fell ill. Many 
others were jailed in false 
cases.

“Of the 3,500, around 
1,000 are still not receiving 
any salary or allowances. 
The rest may be on payroll, 
but they haven’t entered 
their classrooms or even 
their institutions for over 
a year,” said Anwarul Islam 
Talukder, convener of the 
alliance.

“When fishermen catch 
hilsa before spawning, the 
breeding cycle is disrupted. 
Ensuring a disruption-free 
breeding season is key to 
sustaining hilsa stocks in 
the Bay and rivers. Public 
awareness is crucial to this 
end,” he said.

Meanwhile, in 
Patuakhali and Barguna, 
despite strict drives by 
local administrations, 
some fishermen continue 
catching hilsa at night, 
defying the ban.

Locals detained several 
fishermen while fishing 
near Fakirhat in Barguna’s 
Taltoli upazila and 
handed them over to the 
authorities, said acting UNO 
Md Roknuzzaman Khan.

On October 7 alone, 23 
mobile courts in Patuakhali 
conducted 93 drives, seizing 
1,945 metres of nets worth 
around Tk 37 lakh, filing 10 
cases, jailing five fishermen, 
and collecting Tk 64,000 in 
fines, said Md Kamrul Islam, 
district fisheries officer in 
Patuakhali.

In Munshiganj, 26 drives 
were carried out by four 
mobile courts between 
October 4 and 7. Authorities 
seized 73 kilogrammes of 
hilsa and 1,80,000 metres 
of illegal nets worth Tk 36 
lakh. However, no fishermen 
were arrested or fined.

“Hilsa have not migrated 
upstream yet from 
southern stretches of the 
Padma and Meghna rivers. 
Still, we are maintaining 
regular drives,” said Md 
Golam Mehdi Hasan, 
district fisheries officer in 
Munshiganj.

A river police team in 
Chandpur, led by Officer-
in-Charge ASM Iqbal, 
detained three fishermen 
and seized three boats, 
several hilsa, and illegal 
current nets during a drive 
yesterday afternoon in the 
Padma and Meghna rivers.

“Such drives will 
continue during the 
ongoing fishing ban,” OC 
Iqbal said.

The ban will last till 
October 25.

No safe waters for mother hilsa
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illegal fishing. In Taltoli, a 
fisheries staff member and 
his father were accused 
of facilitating illegal hilsa 
fishing, prompting the 
formation of a three-
member probe committee 
to investigate the charges.

Officials say monitoring 
has been more effective 
this year thanks to drone 
technology. “We can now 
spot fishing activities 
several kilometres away and 
conduct timely raids,” said 
Mohammad Alam.

According to the 
Barishal Divisional 
Fisheries Office, between 
October 4 and 7, authorities 
jailed 57 people, fined Tk 
2.08 lakh, and seized 604 
kilogrammes of hilsa and 
illegal nets worth Tk 1.82 
crore. 

A total of 832 markets, 
810 landing stations, and 
467 river points were 
inspected.

Md Anisuzzaman, 
senior assistant director 
of the Barishal Divisional 
Fisheries Office, said 
enforcement has 
intensified, aided by drone 
surveillance and mobile 
courts.

Dr Muhammad 
Abdur Razzaq, associate 
professor of Aquaculture 
at Patuakhali Science and 
Technology University, said 
a single hilsa can release 
up to 10 million eggs per 
year -- mostly between 
September and October.

Media enjoying greater 
freedom now: Shafiqul
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The law and order situation in the country remains stable; 
however, the media portrayal of human rights violations 
does not reflect the actual reality, Chief Adviser’s Press 
Secretary Shafiqul Alam said yesterday.

“Since newspapers have got a lot of freedom, they say 
many things,” he said, adding that Bangladesh’s media is 
enjoying greater freedom now.

He made the remarks at a roundtable on the post-July 
uprising human rights situation, organised by Sapran at 
the Bishwo Sahitya Kendra in Dhaka.

At the event, rights organisation researcher Apsara 
Islam presented a keynote paper which said following the 
July uprising, mob violence, attacks on journalists, border 
clashes, and religious conflicts increased, while enforced 
disappearances, extrajudicial killings, and custodial 
deaths under state patronage declined.

According to the findings, between August 2024 and 
July 2025, a total of 496 journalists were attacked. During 
the same period, there were 2,878 murders, 195 incidents 
of mob violence, 35 attacks on minorities, 640 cases of 
child abuse, and 35 extrajudicial killings.

The report was prepared based on information 
published in mainstream media, the organisers said.

Shafiqul questioned the method of preparing rights 
reports based solely on newspaper coverage. He said one 
of the main weaknesses of such reports in Bangladesh is 
their heavy reliance on media reports, whose authenticity 
and accuracy are often disputed.
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The United States Navy destroyer USS Fitzgerald 
(DDG-62) arrived in Bangladesh yesterday on a 
three-day goodwill visit, according to an Inter 
Services Public Relations (ISPR) media release.

Bangladesh Navy ship BNS Abu Ubaidah 
welcomed the vessel upon arrival, where officers 
from both navies exchanged greetings.

The visit aims 
to strengthen 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
ties through 
the exchange 
of knowledge, 
experience, and 
expertise.

ISPR said that joint activities and direct 
observation of professional excellence would 
enhance mutual understanding and coordination 
between naval personnel of the two countries.

It said the visit would provide an effective 
platform for skills sharing and help the 
Bangladesh Navy advance in line with modern 
naval technology. USS Fitzgerald is scheduled to 
leave Bangladeshi waters on October 10.

US Navy warship 
docked here on 
goodwill mission
Says ISPR
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A large gap has appeared between the bridge and its approach road over the Dhaleshwari River in Tangail’s 
Charabari area, cutting off communication with five surrounding unions after the west-side approach 
collapsed under heavy water pressure early yesterday. PHOTO: STAR


