FETeOR STENTT

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

P

;Baﬁ

DHAKA WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 8, 2025

ily Star

[msggﬁmm .

REGD. No. DA 781 VoL. XXXV No. 255

ASHWIN 23, 1432 BS

www.thedailystar.net

RABIUS SANI 15, 1447 HURI

20 PAGEs: TK 15.00

ICT ACT AMENDMENT
Accused barred

from election if
formally charged

SHARIFUL ISLAM and SIRAJUL ISLAM RUBEL

Those accused in cases filed with the International Crimes
Tribunal will not be able to hold or run for public office
once formal charges are pressed against them.

They will be disqualified even before the tribunal
takes cognisance of those charges, according to a gazette
notification amending the International Crimes (Tribunal)
Act, 1973.

President Mohammed Shahabuddin on Monday
promulgated an ordinance adding section 20C to the act.

According to the new section, anyone against whom
formal charges have been pressed with the ICT under
section 9(1) will be deemed disqualified from being elected
as, or serving as, a member of parliament.

The same restriction applies to those seeking election
or appointment as a member, commissioner, chairman,
mayor, or administrator of any local government body.

This

amendment

clearly violates

the most basic

principle of justice: a
person is innocent until
proven guilty.

SHAHDEEN MALIK, eminent jurist

In addition, such individuals will be ineligible for
appointment to or for holding of any service of the
republic.

However, the ordinance makes it clear that the
disqualification will no longer apply if the individual is
later discharged or acquitted by the tribunal.

The amendment takes effect immediately.

Explaining the reasons for the amendment, ICT Chief
Prosecutor Tajul Islam told journalists yesterday that
the amendment was “the necessity of the time” as the
state is “undergoing reconstruction in a post-revolution

The locomotive and several coaches of the Udayan Express derailed in Sylhet’s Moglabazar area around 7:00am yesterday,
leaving several passengers injured. Sylhet’s rail links with Dhaka and Chattogram were restored after the lines were cleared

nearly three hours later.

JULY .CHAI.RTER IMPLEMENTATION
Commission may propose

dual role for next JS

MD ABBAS

The National Consensus Commission is planning
on two proposals to implement the July National
Charter.

One will be to hold a referendum on proposals
related to the constitution that all parties have
agreed to. The referendum will not be on all the
84 points of the charter.

The other proposal will suggest that the next

responsibility and timeframe to carry out the
reforms, said Prof Ali Riaz, vice-president of the
commission.

The commission met constitutional experts
yesterday to review progress and discuss the
proposals “as well as how the referendum would
be phrased and conducted”, said Prof Riaz.

Earlier, experts said article 106 of the
constitution could be optional for the government
to adopt. However, since political parties no longer

environment”.

Eminent jurist Shahdeen Malik, however, sharply

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

parliament act as a constitution reform assembly
as well as a parliament.
This would give the next parliament a clear

Pacer Marufa Akter gave Bangladesh hope with a two-wicket burst in her opening spell after Sobhana Mostary’s
60 and an unbeaten 27-ball 43 from Rabeya Khan had helped them to a challenging total of 178. Leg-spinner
Fahim Khatun then took three wickets as Bangladesh reduced England to 103 for six. However, Heather Knight’s

unbeaten 79 ensured the four-time champions chased down the target with four wickets in hand.

CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

ICT launches
probe into AL

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal (ICT)
has formally begun an investigation into
allegations of crimes against humanity
against the Awami League as a political
party, the first in history, said Chiefl
Prosecutor Tajul Islam yesterday.

The investigation was initiated after
issuing a complaint registration number
based on a previously lodged complaint,
he told reporters on the premises of the
ICT in Dhaka.

The assigned officers will try to
complete their task as soon as possible.

“Upon receiving the investigation
report, appropriate legal steps will be
taken regarding the Awami League as a
party.”

Asked whether testimonies presented
carlier before the tribunal would have
any bearing on the case, Tajul said:
“Witnesses have already mentioned
the party’s involvement during their
depositions before the tribunal. These
statements are now part of judicial
records. Hence, those testimonies will
serve as vital evidence in the upcoming
investigation against the party.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Growth outlook
brightens, but
risks persist: WB

It warns political instability surrounding
election may cloud economic prospects

Bangladesh’s economy is showing signs of recovery after months of
political uncertainty, with the World Bank forecasting growth to rise
to 4.8 percent in the current fiscal year from 4 percent a year earlier,
as inflation moderates and private consumption begins to strengthen.

However, the Washington-based lender warned of downside risks
to the near-term economic outlook, including continued political
transition risks, banking sector woes and international trade
disruptions.

“Further weakening of the banking sector and heightened
political instability surrounding the election -- potentially persisting
into the post-election period -- could depress investment more than
anticipated,” the World Bank said in its Bangladesh Development
Update released yesterday.

The report said the interim administration faces limited fiscal
space and institutional capacity to advance reforms agreed under the
International Monetary Fund-supported programme.

Despite these challenges, however, Bangladesh’s GDP growth
remained resilient in FY25, supported by strong remittance inflows
and steady garment exports. Industrial output recovered modestly
in the second half of the year, while construction and investment
activity remained subdued.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

want it, the experts agreed it is not necessary,
according to sources in the meeting.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

India risks irking
people if it keeps

backing autocrat
Tarique tells BBC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP acting chairman
Tarique Rahman has
said there is nothing
Bangladesh can do if
India chooses to back
an autocrat and fall
out of favour with its
people.

“If  they choose
to shelter an autocrat and become
unpopular with the people of Bangladesh,
there’s nothing we can do. The people of
Bangladesh have decided to keep their
distance, so I must stand with my people,”
he told the BBC Bangla that released the
final segment of his two-part interview
yesterday.

In the first interview to media in nearly
two decades, Tarique said that if his party
comes to power in the upcoming polls,
its foreign policy will be based on the

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
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No referendum
belore the polls

BNP draws a line in the sand
SAJJAD HOSSAIN

Thc BNP will not agree to a referendum before the general election.

It believes it should not have agreed (o a referendum to secure public
consent for implementing the July Charter. But since it has agreed,
it must ensure that the referendum is held on the same day as the
national polls.

Party leaders are adamant that the referendum has to be held on
the same day as the general election, using the same polling stations,
officials, and ballot boxes -- or else it could disrupt the electoral
process and have political consequences for the party.

They believe that Jamaat-e-Islami, which wants the referendum before
the polls, will use the result against BNP and run a negative campaign.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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WATER-SHARING ISSUES
India will keep
discussing
them: Misri

UNB, New Delhi

Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
yesterday said India will continue
discussions with Bangladesh on water-
related issues, including the Ganges and
Teesta water-sharing treaties.

“The Ganges Water Treaty is still valid
and we will continue to discuss related
issues within the framework of the Joint
Rivers Commission,” Misri said.

He said all are aware that there is a
joint rivers commission between the
two sides and all the issues of the agenda
have been taken up.

The foreign secretary noted that
India’s objective regarding the Teesta
water-sharing  agreement remains
the same as that discussed with the
previous government. “We have put
proposals on the table, we remain ready
to discuss those proposals, including
with the future government that would
be elected.”

Misri made the remarks during
an interaction with members of
the Diplomatic Correspondents
Association, Bangladesh (DCAB) at
India’s Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

The Indian foreign secretary
highlighted the warm and historic
Bangladesh-India ties emphasising
that India has always approached the
Dhaka-Delhi relationship in a positive
and constructive manner with a people-
centric orientation.

Indian foreign ministry spokesperson
Randhir  Jaiswal, Joint Secretary
(Bangladesh and Myanmar) B Shyam,
DCAB President AKM Moinuddin, and
General Secretary Md  Arifuzzaman
Mamun were present.

Bangladesh and India share 54
rivers, including the Ganges, and have
maintained  cooperation  through
the Joint Rivers Commission (JRC),
a bilateral mechanism established to
address shared water management
issues.

Officials from both countries held
the 86th meeting of the JRC in Kolkata
a few months ago, where they discussed
the renewal of the 30-year-old Ganges
Water Sharing Treaty, which is set to
expire next year.

Bangladesh has also reiterated its
long-standing request to finalise an
interim agreement on the sharing of
Teesta River waters, a draft of which was
completed in 2011.

A bus stops just after exiting the elevated expressway at Farmgate to pick up and drop off passengers. The sudden halt raises the
risk of accidents, with vehicles coming down the ramp at speed. The passengers getting off and on also cause jams on the street.

Renewables overtake coal in

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

global power generation

Solar power sees 31% growth during first six months of 2025
2023, the world pledged for the first time

AFP

“We are seeing the first signs of a

electricity than coal for the first time on
record this year, but US and Chinese policy
shifts are slowing growth, putting a global
2030 target out of reach, reports said on

Tuesday.

The surge in renewable use marks a
milestone in efforts to turn away from
fossil fuels, which are responsible for most
of the greenhouse gas emissions that are

driving climate change.

Renewables’” share of global electricity
rose to 34.3 percent in the first half of
the year, while coal fell to 33.1 percent
and gas maintained its 23-percent share,
according to Ember, an energy think tank.

at Ember.

appetite for electricity.

“This marks the beginning of a shift
where clean power is keeping pace with

demand growth,” she said.

percent.

crucial turning point,” said Malgorzata
Wiatros-Motyka, senior electricity analyst

“Solar and wind are now growing fast
enough to meet the world’s growing

The report found that solar power
generation jumped by a record 31 percent
in the first six months of 2025, far
outpacing wind, which grew 7.7 percent.

Coal fell by 0.6 percent while global
gas generation inched down by 0.2

At the UN climate summit in Dubai in

The International

Con job

to transition away from fossil fuels, with
nations also setting the goal of tripling
renewable energy capacity by 2030.
Energy
however, said on Tuesday that the world
would “fall short” of reaching the target.

Last vyear, the Paris-based IEA, which
advises developed nations on energy, had
forecast that the world would come close
to the Dubai target with the addition of
5,500 gigawatts of renewable power.

But the IEA now sees only a 4,600-GW
gain by 2030, or 2.6 times the 2022 level,
due to “policy, regulatory and market
changes since October 2024, it said in its
latest report on renewable energy.

Chief

Agency,

Bangladesh wins
presidency of

Unesco’s 43rd
General Conference

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT
Bangladesh has been elected president of the 43rd
General Conference of Unesco, marking a historic
milestone in the country’s 53-year membership in
the organisation.

During the vote at the 222nd session of the
Unesco executive board
Bangladeshi candidate Ambassador Khondker M
Talha secured the presidency with a 30-27 victory
over Japan, according to a statement from the
Bangladesh Embassy in France.

Initially, four countries
India, and South Korea -- contested the position.
However, India and South Korea withdrew their
candidatures in September.

This is the first time Bangladesh has been
elected to this apex position within Unesco.

Talha, Bangladesh’s permanent delegate to the
Unesco and ambassador to France, Monaco, and
Cote d’Ivoire, will assume the presidency.

He will succeed Ambassador Simona Mirela

Miculescu of Romania at the General Conference
of Unesco, to be held later this month in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
Adviser
Education Adviser CR Abrar,
Adviser Mostofa Sarwar Farooki expressed their
appreciation to the Unesco executive board for
electing Bangladesh to this prestigious position.

Prof Yunus called it “a landmark achievement”
and thanked the education and cultural advisers, as
well as the permanent mission, for their leadership
in driving Bangladesh’s successful campaign.
“This is a proud moment for Bangladesh.”

CR Abrar noted, “This election to Unesco’s
highest office will bring global attention to
Bangladesh’s contributions in arts, culture, and
education. It is a rare honour.”

Adviser Farooki said, “Bangladesh’s active
participation in recent Unesco sessions has
already drawn praise. This new role offers a
powerful platform to project the vibrancy of our
artistic, cultural, and heritage landscape on the
world stage.”

Ambassador Talha expressed deep gratitude
to the Unesco executive board members for their
confidence in Bangladesh’s leadership.

“This is a historic achievement for our country,”
he stated, pledging to work tirelessly to uphold
Unesco’s mandate during this critical time for
global multilateralism.

in Paris yesterday,

Bangladesh, Japan,

Prof Muhammad Yunus,
and Cultural

No referendum
before the polls

FROM PAGE 1

These issues were discussed at
a meeting of the BNP Standing
Committee at its chairperson’s
Gulshan oflice on Monday night,
according to several sources who
were present.

BNP acting chairman Tarique
Rahman presided over the meeting
virtually from London.

Committee members discussed
how the referendum could affect the
upcoming election and the party’s
overall strategy.

They said the BNP stood against
the idea of a referendum from the
beginning but since it has backed
the proposal at the Consensus
Commission, changing its stance
now could erode public support.

A Standing Committee member,
seeking anonymity, said, “The house
was not satisfied with the referendum
issue. This is a trap of Jamaat-e-
Islami. We fell into a trap. That would
be very cumbersome.”

The party believes the July Charter
does not reflect the wishes of all
parties. It serves the interests of a few
political groups and ignores broader
national consensus, the sources said.

The Standing Committee members
also said holding the next election in
just over four months is a huge task
itself and having a referendum before
it would be oo big a challenge, as it
would require manpower and budget.

It would be a waste of time, money,
and might delay the general election,
they said.

A Standing Committee member,
speaking anonymously, said, “Jamaat
is trying to create obstacles and delay
the polls through it [referendum

before polls].”
On Monday, BNP Standing
Committee member Salahuddin

Ahmed said the referendum would
ensure that the charter has genuine
popular backing.

“There is a question of whether
all political parties together truly
represent the entire population. If we
can seek approval from the people,
then that will be the final opinion on
implementing the July Charter,” he
said.

Standing Committee members
believe that to maintain internal
unity ahead of the next election,
leaders who were punished for
violating party discipline should be
reinstated if proven innocent.

The committee also highly praised
Tarique’s interview with BBC Bangla
for clearly articulating the BNP’s
position and message. They said his
remarks were timely and based on
logic.

Accused barred from election

FROM PAGE 1

criticised the move, saying, “This
amendment clearly violates the most
basic principle of justice: a person is
innocent until proven guilty.

“If someone is only accused of a
crime against humanity and is barred
from contesting elections or holding
government jobs, that becomes a
form of punishment without trial,”
he told The Daily Star.

“To give an example -- suppose
both you and I are contesting in the
next election. I can simply file a case
under the ICT law accusing you of
involvement in the July killings.

“Before the trial even begins, you'll
have to prove your innocence. But by
then, the election will be over, and
I'll have won. Isn’t that an injustice?”
Malik said.

He described the amendment as
a “deeply regressive step”, saying
it contradicts the very idea of due
process.

“You would have to go back to the
pre-1800s era to find a similar law

a time when human rights did not
exist as a concept. No country in the
past 200 years has enacted such a
provision,” he added.

The advisory council gave final
approval to the draft amendment on
September 4.

This newspaper spoke to Chief of
the Electoral Reform Commission
Badiul Alam Majumdar at that time.

“Those accused under the ICT
Act cannot be treated like ordinary
offenders; they are dangerous
criminals,” he had said.

“According to article 47(A) of the
constitution, some of their rights
are already curtailed. From that
perspective, such measures warrant
consideration.”

So far, the ICT has either framed
charges or taken cognisance of or
received formal charges against
67 individuals in seven cases over
crimes against humanity committed
during the July uprising.

The accused include several
prominent political figures such
as former prime minister Sheikh
Hasina, former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, former
information  minister = Hasanul
Haq Inu, Awami League Joint
General Secretary and ex-lawmaker
Mahbubul Alam Hanif, former

India risks irking people

FROM PAGE 1
principle of “Bangladesh first”.

“... our people, our country, our
sovereignty -- these must remain
intact. Preserving these interests
above all else will guide everything we
do.”

Tarique, 59, has been living in
London for almost 18 years.

Tarique has described the 2007-
2008 caretaker administration as a
“maliciously motivated government”.
“If T have to say in one sentence
or briefly, the 1/11 government
was a purposefully motivated, ill-
intentioned government.”

“We saw how they wanted to smash
everything, depoliticise the country,
push it into darkness. Later, perhaps
we saw another form of the same
thing, in a slightly different form, ‘in
the name of democracy’.”

The 1/11 government in Bangladesh
refers to the military-backed caretaker
administration that assumed power
on January 11, 2007.

He said that despite its flaws and
setbacks, Bangladesh’s  political
landscape was gradually building
a democratic foundation until that
government intervened.

Asked about relations with India,
Tarique said, “Of course, I want our
share of water. Of course, I don’t want
to see another Felani hanging [from
the barbed wire fence]. Of course, we

will not accept this.”

Responding to a query on whether
the BNP would speak out over
other issues, he said, “I want what is
rightfully ours. By citing the killing of
Felani, I meant to show that if harm
comes to my people, I will certainly
not accept it.”

REFORM ISSUE

About the disagreement on the
reform issue, the BNP leader said, “If
the BNP gives a note of dissent, that
becomes a problem. That means the
BNP must agree with everyone, then
it’s fine. But if the BNP disagrees with
something, then it's wrong. That is
not democracy.”

“If I have to agree with others, then
itis called democracy. But if I disagree
with others, then it is not democracy.
What kind of democracy is that?”
he said when asked regarding some
disagreements with other parties,
including Jamaat-e-Islami.

“Because  the meaning of
democracy is that there will be
different opinions. We may agree on
many things, but not on everything.
There can be disagreement on some
issues, and that is democracy -- that
is the essence of democracy.”

Asked if one person holding all
three roles - prime minister, leader
of the house and party chief - could
lead to authoritarianism, he said,
“With all due respect to everyone, I

Dhaka-19 MP Muhammad Saiful
Islam, former Kushtia Zila Parishad
chairman Sadruddin Khan, district
AL General Secretary Azgar Ali, and
Kushtia city AL General Secretary
Ataur Rahman Ata.

Most of the other accused are
from the police force, including
former inspector general of police
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun,
ex-Dhaka  Metropolitan  Police
commissioner Habibur Rahman,
ex-Rangpur Metropolitan Police
commissioner Md Moniruzzaman,
and former Dhaka Range DIG Syed
Nurul Islam.

Chief Prosecutor Tajul said,
“Trials in several cases are nearing
completion. Charge sheets in major
cases are likely to be submitted this
month, and formal charges are also
expected to be pressed soon.”

Another prosecutor, seeking
anonymity, said the prosecution
aims to complete investigation

reports for at least 20 additional
cases of crimes against humanity,
including several involving enforced
disappearances, before the general
election in February next year.

am saying that reforms are needed in
several areas in Bangladesh in order
to repair the state.”

“A person cannot be the prime
minister for more than two terms and
will not be. There are other issues like
this. When there was a dictatorship in
Bangladesh, we, the BNP, said these
things to their faces, looking them in
the eyes.”

INTERIM GOVT

The BNP acting chairman said his
party wants the interim government
to be successful. “We also expect that
the current government will properly
fulfill  the main responsibility
bestowed upon it and will be able to
hold a fair, free election.”

Responding (o a query about
how he evaluates the role of the
government over the last one
year, Tarique said, “Considering
everything, I feel that maybe they have
tried in many areas. Not everyone can
be successful in all matters. Naturally,
they have some limitations. Within
those limits, they may have tried, and
maybe they are still trying as much as
they can.”

Regarding changes in BNP’s
politics, he said that their main goal
would be to build a strong foundation
for BNP’s future democracy and
to create accountability within the
organisation.

Commission may propose

FROM PAGE 1

Speaking to The Daily Star, Prof Riaz
said, “The referendum could be held
either before or during the election,
but it must be made clear that the next
parliament will function as a reform
assembly with a defined constitutional
duty. The timeframe for completing
the reforms must also be clearly
stated.”

He added that in addition to
refining the main proposal, the
commission also is developing an
alternative package.

“We have held preliminary
discussions on it, and we will meet
again with the experts tomorrow
[October 8] at noon. At the meeting,
we expect to finalise the concrete
proposals,” he said.

When asked about the nature of the
proposals, Prof Riaz explained, “We did
not make any proposal on October 5.
We only asked political parties to bring
theirs, and the idea of the referendum
came from them. The commission will
present its proposals today.

“If all 30 parties agree on a single
position regarding the referendum...
we will submit one unified proposal.
But if they differ, we will keep both
ready and submit two alternative
packages.”

Another commission member told
this newspaper that differences of
opinion arose among political parties
over how the July Charter should be
implemented.

“Implementation basically means
incorporating the proposals into
what I call the ‘white book’. There is
nothing else to it. But BNP says that
if it happens, it should remain only as
a proposal, and the next government

will decide which parts to adopt,” he
said.

“So, there is a difference in
interpretation. Most people
understand it one way, while BNP
explains it differently,” he said.

“This issue must be clarified in the
next meeting. Tomorrow’s discussion
should make it clearer.”

During Sunday’s discussion with
the commission, the parties agreed
that a referendum should be held to
seek public approval for implementing
the charter. However, there is a
political disagreement over when the
referendum should be held.

BNP believes that the party that
will win the national election should
implement the charter according to its
own view or note of dissent. However,
Jamaat-e-Islami believes that there
may be differences of opinion on some
decisions, but those differences are
not binding, and there is no obligation
to accept them.

BNP also believes that there is no
alternative but to hold a separate
ballot for the referendum on the same
day as the national election.

Jamaat wants the referendum
to be held before the polls. NCP
supports holding the referendum
on the day of the election, but it has
demanded issuing a “July Charter
Implementation Order” before the
referendum.

Because of these differences,
there is uncertainty whether political
consensus on the referendum can be
achieved.

The July Charter is being prepared
with 84 reform proposals. Of these,
there are differences of opinion on
some constitutional reform proposals.

ICT launches probe into AL

FROM PAGE 1
Regarding concerns that recent
amendments to the International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 might
raise questions about the credibility of
the trials, Tajul said: “There is no scope
for that.”

The trial process against the Awami
League as a party has not started yet.

“Questions can arise only when a
law is amended during an ongoing
trial, but the amendment made
recently has not yet been applied.”

Responding (o a query on whether
the law allows for the punishment of
a political party, Tajul said: “A party
itself cannot be punished like an
individual. However, the law specifies
the types of penalties that can be
imposed on a party - such as banning
it, imposing other sanctions, seizing
its properties or issuing directives
concerning its leaders and activists.
All of these measures are included in
the law.”

The investigation against the AL
is now underway, and if credible

allegations are brought against any
other political party in the future,
those will also be investigated
accordingly.

On May 10, President Mohammed
Shahabuddin promulgated an
ordinance amending the International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 (o
empower the tribunals to try a political
party facing charges of genocide and
crimes against humanity and punish
itif found guilty.

With the amendment to the act,
the tribunal shall now suspend or ban
the organisation’s activities, declare
the organisation illegal, suspend or
cancel its registration or licence and
confiscate the organisation’s property.

The ordinance also explicitly
defined “organisation” as any political
party, any entity subordinate to,
affiliated with, or associated with such
a party, or any group of individuals
which, in the opinion of the tribunal,
propagates,  supports, endorses,
facilitates, or engages in the activities
of such a party or entity.
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‘UN committed
to ensuring no
one’s lett behind’

Gwyn Lewis pays farewell
call on chief adviser

BSS, Dhaka
UN Resident Coordinator Gwyn Lewis yesterday paid a
farewell call on Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus at
the state guest house Jamuna.

During the meeting, Lewis commended the chief
adviser for his “highly successful” visit to New York during
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

The meeting also emphasised the importance of
sustained collaboration, innovation, and inclusive
growth as Bangladesh prepares for its upcoming national
elections in February and enters a new chapter in its
development journey.

Reflecting on her tenure, Gwyn Lewis said, “Serving the
people of Bangladesh over the past three and a half years
has been one of the greatest honours and privileges of my
career. [ have witnessed firsthand the resilience, creativity,
and generosity that define this nation. Working alongside
government, civil society, and development partners has
been deeply inspiring.”

“We remain committed to ensuring that no one is left

behind, with gender equality and human rights embedded
in all our efforts,” she said.

Meanwhile, Jamaat-e Islami Ameer Shafiqur Rahman
yesterday sought continued support of the UN for the
overall development of Bangladesh.

He made the request when Gwyn Lewis met him at his
Bashundhara office.

Jamaat also sought UN’s cooperation and technical
assistance in holding a free, fair and credible election.

2 more die of dengue

At least two dengue patients died while 715 others were
hospitalised in the 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday.

According to the Directorate General of Health
Services, the deaths were reported in Dhaka.

With the new deaths and cases, the total number of
deaths from dengue this year rose to 217, while total cases
rose to 51,404.

Among the total cases, a total of 48,667 dengue
patients have been released so far after treatment.

Currently, 2,520 dengue patients are undergoing
treatment at different hospitals across Bangladesh, 1,661
of whom are from outside Dhaka.

The only real
sale exit is

Numerous illegal battery-run auto-rickshaws lie in the impound zone in Darus Salam area on the capital’s Mirpur Road yesterday. The risky
movement of such vehicles has disrupted life in the city. Although traffic police have seized many of these vehicles, they are often released

after a few days, allowing the problem to persist.

‘Bar biased
officials from
poll duties’

Speakers demand
direct election to
women’s reserved seats
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Election experts and former Flection
Commission officials yesterday urged the
commission not to assign election duties
to “politically biased officials” and those
who had served in the past three national
polls.

Speaking at a dialogue with the
EC, they also stressed the need for the
commission to take a stronger and
more assertive role in ensuring free, fair,
and impartial elections. This includes
empowering EC officials with magistracy
authority to uphold electoral integrity.

In a separate session, participants
called for increasing the number of
reserved seats for women in parliament,
introducing direct elections to those
seats, and ensuring the safety of women
voters.

Fair Flection Monitoring Alliance
(FEMA) President Munira Khan urged the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Govt to declare oxygen
as an ‘essential drug’

Says CA’s special assistant for health ministry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The governmentis set to declare oxygen
as an “essential drug”, considering

The summit was jointly organised
by icddrb, Lancet Global Health
Commission on Medical Oxygen
Security, Every Breath Counts, and

its importance in patient treatment, Unitaid, seeking investment for
said Prof Sayedur Rahman, special ensuring oxygen supply.

assistant to the chief adviser for the The Lancet Commission was formed
health  ministry, in September

yes;(flréi > essential AT A GLANCE

drug list is
currently  being
revised, he said at

©» 70% patients in poor countries to
lack access to oxygen

2022 following
an icddr,b study
analyse  the
global availability

the  Bangladesh

©> 7.4min Bangladesh need

and shortage of
medical oxygen.

Oxygen  Summit oxygen yearly Sayedur
held at a hotel in do th
Dhaka. ©> Global oxygen gap needs made e
Essential $6.8b to close announcement
drugs refer (o at a time when 70

life-saving and
commonly needed
medicines that
the government
ensures are available, affordable, and of
assured quality for all.

Prof Sayedur said the government is
taking steps to make non-functional
oxygen plants operational and to
ensure supply at the upazila level.

upazila level

©> Govt to ensure supply up to

percent of people
in low and middle-
income countries,
including
Bangladesh, do not receive oxygen
when needed for acute medical or
surgical care.

Citing a report of the Lancet
Commission, icddr,b scientist Ahmed
SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Support BNP
for a reform-

focused govt

Tarique urges

teachers
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Acting Chairman
Tarique Rahman yesterday
urged teachers to extend
their support to BNP in
the upcoming national
election so the party can
form a government to build
a knowledge and merit-
based state and implement
its plans for national and
political reforms.

Speaking virtually at a
rally of teachers, the BNP
leader said his party fully
agrees in principle with
their just demands.

The Shikkhok
Karmachari Oikya Jote, a
platfiorm of BNP-leaning
teachers and employees,
organised the rally at
Suhrawardy Udyan in the
capital to mark World
Teachers’ Day.

The rally was held
to press for various
demands, including a non-
discriminatory education
system, increasing the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

A message of

unity, direction

Say BNP leaders about

Tarique’s interview
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman’s
recent media interview has left the party’s
leaders and activists excited and energised.

They said the interview provided clear
directions for both the party and the nation.

In an interview with BBC Bangla, Tarique
explained BNP’s position on several current
issues, including the party’s strategy for the
upcoming national election.

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir yesterday said Tarique’s
interview proved that he is capable of
leading the nation.

Dhaka North City BNP Convener Aminul
Haque said, “He [Tarique| gave priority
to Bangladesh first and focused more on
people’s interests. His statement carries an
important message for leaders and activists
across the country. He made it clear how
BNP is thinking about the coming days.”

Party Vice Chairman Shamsuzzaman Dudu
said, “The interview was simply excellent. The
full picture of BNP’s politics came out here.
He has never spoken so openly about the past,
present, and future before.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Take swift action

death: Sarjis

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
National Citizen Party Chiel Organiser
(North) Sarjis Alam yesterday slammed
some advisers to the interim government,
saying those seeking a “safe exit” should
remember that “the only real safe exit is
death.”

“Where will you go for a sale exit?... You
may go anywhere in the world, but the
people of Bangladesh will still hold you
accountable -- whether on social media
or in person,” he said while talking to
journalists in Naogaon.

His remarks came days after NCP
Convener Nahid Islam said several advisers
have links with political parties and are
now considering “safe exits”.

“We're seeing a tendency among a few
advisers tojust get through their duties and
leave through the elections,” said Sarjis.

Sarjis urged the advisers to act decisively
in line with the July uprising’s spirit and
take firm decisions without worrying
about their positions.

He also warned that any attempt to
create a new version of the Awami League
would not be tolerated.

Criticising the Election Commission, he
alleged that it was acting arbitrarily over
the use of the “Shapla” symbol despite no
legal bar.

e i*:;-_wi.‘

A child pokes his head out from behind the plastic cover of a rickshaw, watching the midday rain with curious eyes. Torrential rain
over the past week has hecome a common occurrence, disrupting movement and causing waterlogging in several areas. The photo

was taken in the TSC area of Dhaka University yesterday.

PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

to implement
July Charter,
hold Feb polls

Says Jamaat leader Taher
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Syed Abdullah Mohammad Taher, nayeb-e-
ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, has
urged the government to “take some crucial
decisions quickly and decisively” to implement
the July Charter and ensure that the next
national election is held in February as planned.

“This could have been done three months
ago. All parties have already reached a
consensus in principle. Yet there are delays —
this way, that way. If such conspiracies continue
and the required reforms and solutions are
not implemented, everything will come into
question,” Taher told reporters yesterday at the
VIP terminal of Dhaka airport after returning
from the US.

Taher accompanied Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus to the United Nations
General Assembly session as part of the
government delegation.

Emphasising that the election must be
held in February, the Jamaat leader further
said, “Those who are creating obstacles
to implementing the reforms, or if the
government delays reforms for any reason that
ultimately affects the election, they will have
to be accountable to the nation.”
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ICT-1
Defence
claims July
uprising ‘part
of conspiracy’

10 rejects allegations
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State defence counsel Amir
Hossain, representing
ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and
former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal, vesterday claimed
that the July uprising was
part of a long term plan
and conspiracy.

“There was no war in
2024,” he said.

He made the remarks
while Cross-examining
Investigation Officer Md
Alamgir in the crimes
against humanity case at
the International Crimes
Tribunal-1.

10 Alamgir dismissed
the claims. Amir alleged
that members of the
interim government
unjustly forced Hasina to
resign and later compelled
her to leave the country.

He also claimed that
the July movement’s one-
point demand to oust the
government was unlawful
and that protesters carried
out arson and violence
across the country.

The IO rejected all the
allegations.

A message

FROM PAGE 3

Manikganj district BNP’s
former general secretary
SA Jinnah Kabir said party
members and activists were
very inspired after hearing
his words.

“He has been giving us
many guiding messages for
a long time. Through this
interview, he again made
it clear that everyone must
stay united,” he said.

BNP Publicity Secretary
Sultan Salahuddin Tuku
told journalists, “Tarique
Rahman’s words reflected
the hopes and expectations
of the people. It gave them
confidence and optimism.”

Sylhet  district ~ BNP
President Abdul Quiyum
Choudhury  said, “His

speech came to us like a
guideline for the future
direction of the country’s
politics. Those of us
working at the grassroots
watched it with great
enthusiasm.”

“In his remarks, he also
mentioned the long-time
sacrifices of the party’s
leaders and activists, which
touched our hearts deeply,”
he added.

A trader loads winter vegetable saplings onto his boat. He will take them to various urban and rural markets
to sell to local farmers so they can begin planting winter vegetables soon. The photo was taken in Barishal’s

Babuganj upazila yesterday.

PHOTO: TITU DAS

FARIDPUR SADAR UPAZILA
7 years, 2 contractors,
still no bridge

SUZIT DAS, Faridpur

The construction of a key bridge
over a branch of the Padma river
in Faridpur Sadar upazila remains
incomplete even after two deadline
extensions and seven  years
since work began, causing deep
frustration among locals.

The 580-metre-long and
9.8-metre-wide bridge, connecting
Bhuiya Bari Ghat in Bhajandanga
under  Faridpur  municipality
and Taher Fakir’s Dangi Ghat in
Decreer Char union, was originally
scheduled for completion by June
30, 2020.

The deadline has since been
extended twice, the latest of which
expired on June 30 this year. Yet
around 40 percent of the work
remains unfinished.

The bridge is being built under
a project titled “Construction
of Important Bridges on Rural
Roads” to improve communication
between Faridpur town and the
remote shoal areas.

Initially, the contract was
awarded to Rafia Construction.
However, its owners were arrested
in 2020 as prime accused in a Tk
2,500 crore money laundering case
and several others, and have been
in jail since. The project came to a
halt that year, with only 29 percent
work completed.

After a two-year pause, the
contract was re-awarded to Messrs

r
F

Jannat Construction Limited in
2022. Over the past three years, the
company has completed another 31
percent of the work.

“So far, two girders and 10 pillars
on both ends of the bridge have
been installed. Of 11 slabs, three
have been placed and work on the
fourth is ongoing. While 26 girders
have been built, 18 more are yet to
be constructed,” said Abu Hanif,
the project’s manager.

Abdul Halim, a junior engineer
of Messrs Jannat Construction,
said they have applied to LGED for
another extension.

“The bridge would have made
communication easier for more
than 50,000 people. Since it
remains unfinished, we still have
to use trawlers and engine-boats to

e, = e |

cross the river,” said Miraj Hossain,
a resident of Gendumolla Haat.

Idris Bepari and Murad Hossain
from Decreer Char union shared
similar frustrations.

Mehedi Hasan, chairman of
Decreer Char Union Parishad,
said farmers from shoal areas face
financial losses as they struggle to
transport their produce to town
markets.

Delowar Hossain, LGED engineer
inFaridpur Sadarupazila, said about
60 percent of the construction
work has been completed.

“The contractor’s current
deadline expired on June 30. Their
proposal for an extension has been
forwarded to LGED’s central office
in Dhaka, but no instruction has
been received yet,” he said.

COMMEMORATING ABRAR FAHAD

‘Eight Pillars Against
Aggression’ inaugurated

BSS, Dhaka

Addressing

""" * Information
Honouring the legacy of Buet student
Abrar Fahad, the “Fight Pillars Against
Aggression” memorial was rebuilt and

said,

inaugurated yesterday at the capital’s
Palashi intersection, six years after it was

demolished by fascist forces.

The memorial commemorates Abrar
Fahad, who was beaten to death by now
banned Chhatra League men in October
2019, and the martyrs of the July uprising.

Marking Abrar’s sixth death anniversary,
the memorial was inaugurated by his father
Barkat Ullah at a programme organised
by the Abrar Fahad Smriti Sangsad. The
eight pillars of the monument signify
democracy,

- sovereignty,
communal harmony,

protection of nature and industry, cultural
freedom, and human dignity.

On October 7, 2020, on the occasion of
Abrar’s first death anniversary, a similar
memorial was erected at the same spot by
Bangladesh Chhatra Odhikar Parishad.
However, within 24 hours, the DSCC

demolished the structure.

defence,
self-reliance,

the
Adviser

event  vyesterday,
Mahfuj Alam

“Bangladesh’s young generation
stands as the nation’s greatest source
of strength and must now prepare to

lead the country’s next battles -- against
domination, aggression, and all forms
of injustice - with a renewed sense of

national commitment and moral vision.”

LGRD Adviser Asif Mahmud described
the “Anti-Aggression Monument” as a
symbol of Bangladesh’s enduring struggle
for sovereignty, democracy, and justice —

values embodied by Abrar Fahad.
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nationalising the jobs of
teachers and employees of
private institutions.

“No matter how many
reform initiatives we take
in the state or politics,
we will not achieve the
desired results unless we
modernise the education
system and ensure the
financial and social
security and dignity of
teachers,” Tarique said.

He also announced that
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Support BNP

curriculum,
it more
technical.

BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir and Standing
Committee members Dr
Abdul Moyeen Khan and
Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury, among
others, also spoke at the
rally.

PRAYER
TIMING

OCTOBER 8

making
practical and

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 4-45 12-45 4-15 5-53 7-30
JAMAAT 5-20 1-15 4-30 5-56 8-00

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Bar biased oflicials from poll

FROM PAGE 3

commission to hold the
referendum on the July
Charter and the national
election on the same day,
saying that holding them

separately could create
disorder.
She also emphasised

steps to curb the influence of
black money, manipulation,
and muscle power in
elections, citing past
instances of ballot snatching
and vote rigging.

Former election
official Mahfuza  Akter
recommended monitoring
the electoral code of conduct
even before the election
schedule is announced.

She said as political
activities are already
ongoing, the EC should form
a committee (0 monitor
such activities early on, not
just after the schedule is
declared.

Former election official
Khandokar Mizanur
Rahman proposed that the
EC  consider appointing
multiple returning officers
in larger districts to ensure
proper oversight.

Another former official,
Mohammad Zakaria, urged
the commission not to
appoint individuals from

institutions with “political
affiliations”, such as Islami
Bank. He also suggested
avoiding personnel who had
already served in the last
three elections.

Former EC  officials
also  suggested granting
magistracy powers to EC
officers, setting up polling
stations with fewer voters
per centre, and forming
“polling station protection
committees”  comprising
elderly, non-partisan local
residents who know one
another.

Chief Election
Commissioner AMM  Nasir
Uddin said many people
have doubts about those
who were on duty during the
last three elections.

“Of course, there are
good and bad individuals
everywhere. Now, if we (ry
to exclude people from a
pool of around one million
clection officials, it's like
stripping the whole blanket
just to pick out a few threads.
That's exactly the situation
I'm facing,” he said.

“About politically biased
bank officials, we will keep
an eye on that. We will do
what needs to be done,” he
added.

Nijera Kori Coordinator

Khushi Kabir said many
are interested in ensuring
women’s representation
and  participation.  “But
unfortunately, —we  are
not receiving the kind of
encouragement we expected
from political parties,” she
said.

She demanded direct

elections for  women’s
reserved seats so that
women can enter

parliament through public
voting and play an active
role. “Additionally, you must
ensure the safety of women
voters.”

Women Affairs Reform
Commission Chairman
Shireen Parveen Haque
proposed increasing the
number of parliamentary
seats from 300 to 600. Fach
constituency would have two
seats - one exclusively for
women and the other open
to both men and women.

Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad President Fouzia
Muslem said, “You must pay
close attention to candidate
selection. Those who are
misogynistic, communal,
or opposed to the spirit of
the Liberation War must be
carefully considered during
the nomination process.”

Govt to declare oxygen

FROM PAGE 3

Ehsanur Rahman  said
374 million people need
medical oxygen globally
every year, requiring at least
1.2 billion normal cubic

metres annually.
Ehsanur, the
commission’s executive

committee member and
an author of the report,
said there is a huge oxygen
coverage gap in low and
middle-income countries,
which would require $6.8
billion annually to close.
ShamsEl Arifeen, another
member of the commission,
said over 5 billion people
- more than 60 percent of
the global population -- lack

access to safe, quality, and
affordable medical oxygen
services, with the coverage
gap in LMICs standing at 70
percent.

Abu Hussain Md Moinul
Ahsan, director (hospital)
of the Directorate General
of Health Services, said the
gap in Bangladesh might

not be that high.
It was shared at the
summit that about

74 million people in
Bangladesh need oxygen
cach year — 2.1 million for
acute medical conditions,
51 million for surgical
needs, and 0.2 million
for long-term therapy -
requiring 84 million normal

cubic metres of oxygen
annually.

icddr,b Executive
Director Tahmeed Ahmed
said thousands of lives
could be saved if oxygen
supply  were  ensured.
While Bangladesh has
made progress in oxygen
production, it  remains
insuflicient, he added.

Sayedur said only 29 of
the country’s PSA (Pressure
Swing Adsorption) oxygen
plants are functional, while
70 remain nonfunctional.

The government plans
to launch a new project to
make all plants operational
and develop an integrated
oxygen network, he added.
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GD-2170

IN THE MATTER OF:
Fairooze Rahman Aurna ... Prtitioner
-VERSUS-
Mirpur Holy Creseent Hospital (Pvi.) Lad and another
Motice i bereby given 1o a1l comeemed that Fasmose Rahmes Auma [led an applicstion under seciien £1(2), 85%3)

red with section 3% of the companies Act. 1994 (“the application”) secling an
Meeting for the calendar year 2000, 2002, 2023 ond 2024 of respondent N, 01 Company, Mirpur Holy Crescesd

ﬂﬁﬂ_ﬂ'ﬂ Huspital (Pvt.) Lid fior submitting the sefted balance sheet and profit snd lnss scommd for the yesr ended on 30th

. ‘q‘fﬁa‘a o ‘m‘h@' TR _¢Tf I3 ¥

Y00 ™ ey foy foam See/S e oFs Wi, Sa Tl S PTe7d, AT Jung 2021, ith June 2022, 30tk June 2023 ssd 30t June 2134, before the Hom'ble High Court Divition of the

wifere et worem Ffe walyfamrane, a3 s S st e e e Suprome Court of Bangladesh. Upon preliminary hearing, the: Hon'ble Justice of the High Court Division of the
: £ 2 . Sepreme Court of Bangladesh, My, Justice Ahmed Sobel was pleased to ndmit the applicatsm by s order daled

25092025 and funther the petitioner is directed so publish this notice in reo daily newspaper namety “The Diasly
from daic of sasd order and also the petitioner is further
dirceted 1o file an affidavit-in-complionce om or before 30102025 The petitioner is furder direcied fo put in

Star” and “The Daly Jeganior™ within 3 {hree) weeks

Ay perscm of persons having imtenest i the said application nery appear cither persanaly or through daly suthorizsed

Copy of the said application may be oblamed from the office of the undersigned on payment of required

Respondenis

wrder 1 hold Annual (renere!

Woars sincerely,

Ak ML Mahbubial Alwm Bhuiyva
Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
Suit Mo 15, kabbokash Supermarket.
Eawmnbarar, [Hhaka

Metmno Mo, 46.02.0000.575 07.002.25-13
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ADB, World Bank etc.)

GD-2176

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Local Government Engingering Department
Integrated Services and Livelihood for Displaced People from
Myanmar and Host Communities Improvement Project (LGED Part)
LGED Bhaban, Level-08, Agargaon
Sher-E-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

www.|ged gov.bd

Request for Expressions of Interest (REOI) for Design, Monitoring and
Supervision (DMS) Consulting Services (Firm selection)

Project Title Integrated Services and Livelibood for Displaced People from Myanmas and Host Commmities limprovement
Project (1SLIP) (LGED Pam)
Assignment Consultancy Services for Design, Monktoring and Sopervision, Package No: ISLIP/S-07/LGED

1 The Government of People's Repablic of Bansisdesh nocerve a prant | Grant No-1027) and o loan (Loan Mo <4607 from the Asion Development
Bawtk (ADE) to pantly finance the proposed nbove project imder Local Govenmment Engineering Department (LGED) of local Goverment
Diivisicn. There will be constriction of infrtnchme for Dpfin axd host compunities of Cox"shazir and Noakhali District. Panl of the project
fimancing (grant) will be used for this consulting services.

2. The objective of this assigrnent is 1o design, mouitor and supervise B construction umder phase- 1 and s design md undertaie dise diligence foc
the components under phase-2. Hence the project will recnin eligdble National consuliing finn(s) as DMS with adequate expencnce in peoject
management and administration; construction supervision and quality control, desipn and relaed suppont following ADE's procurement Policy
and Procurement Begulitions for ADB borroewers (2007, a5 amended Froem mme 1o tme)

] B iy be submitied by o firm, assocgation, o joint versture, The ECF shonld mention the: quali fications and experiences of each member of the
nssocintion 3 well @5 condribntion of ench memiber in delivenimg the Servioes

4 A comsulting Brod will be selected following the Omlity and Cost Based Sclection (QUBS) method i accordmce with the procedures st m (he

Cradelmes oa “The Use of Consultants by Asian Development Bak and its Bormowers”, The ECs will be evibuased based oo the complete

information provided in ihe ADE's Templaie for Expression of Inierest {Consuling Firm),

According 1o the Intcst ADB procurement regulstions, the REDI for this Corsultomt Service has been published dlectronically in the ADB

Consultmt Monagement System (CMS ) which cun be accessed through the following hnk

ittpeatselfserviceadborg OA_HTMVLGdboersapd ADBCsrn Fwil jsp?sel=2151%1

The imterested consulting finns are hereby advised (o access the REO! danough the above link. I sy comtrdiction & found between CMS notice

and newspaper nodice, the informiation on CMS notice shall prevadl, The Corsultanes shall lave 10 submit their EOls dlectronically through the

ADB CMS by (09:539 PM BD Time) 11:59 PM (Manila local time) on & November, 2025

[ The progect will comchact the shom-lissing of the interesied consubting firms for the sbove-mentioned service. The ley qualifications and experiences
of the Consuliing firms recprired are s follows: {2) Techmical Compefence: peneral experience, specific expenience in similar nsstprmments (design
review detailed design ud project maegement consulting services with comparable scabe and technical specificaions. Fims with previous
experienos in(he similar assigniment will be given preference; (b) Geographic Expenence: expericnce in similir peographic are; (<) Sumnzery of
refevant pemument professional employees and resource persons. (d) Expericace inoworking with Midiulateral Development Banks - MDBs (e

Further informastion inchiding scope of work and Tenms of Refenmnee ane ovmiable m the CMS

0205

[Hague Sultana)
Project Director, EAP and Assimmed Officer, ISLIP
Tel: + HR0-2-4d8 206183, emnil: pd islipi@iped gov bd

Diae: 07, 10,2028
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Couple among
4 killed as bus
hits easy bike

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Four people, including a
couple, were killed and two
others injured after a bus
hit a battery-run easy bike
on the Bonpara-Kushtia
highway in Baraigram
upazila of Natore on
Monday.

The  deceased were
identified as Ansar Ali,
60, and his wife Rashida
Begum, 54, of Kalikapur
in Baraigram; Nayon Islam,
28; and the easy bike driver,
Munser Pramanik, 65, of
Dhola village in Lalpur
upazila of Natore.

Md Monjur Morshed,
sub-inspector of Bonpara
Highway Police Station,
said the accident occurred
around 4:00pm  when
a Kushtia-bound bus of
Kolpona Paribahan hit
the easy bike carrying five
passengers.

Ansar, Nayon, and
Munser died on Monday,
while Rashida succumbed
to her injuries at Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital
yesterday morning.

The injured - Rana and
Russel, sons of the deceased
couple -- are undergoing
treatment at the RMCH.
Police seized the bus, but its
driver and helper managed
to flee the scene. A case has
been filed with the Bonpara
Highway Police Station in
this connection.

Shop owner
found dead
near police

station

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Netrakona

A man was found dead
in his grocery shop, just
150 yards away from
Mohanganj Police Station
in Netrakona, on Monday
night.

Police recovered the
body of Narayan Pal, 40,
and sent it to Netrakona
Modern Sadar Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

Law enforcers have
collected CCTV footage
from nearby areas, said
Aminul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Mohanganj
Police Station.

OC Aminul said that
a customer entered
Narayan’s shop, located
at Thana Mor in Uttar
Daulatpur, around 11:15pm
and found his body on the
ground. Narayan’s throat
was slit.

Shyamal Molla, general
secretary of Mohanganj
Grocery Traders’
Association, said, “We
demand a fair and speedy
trial of those responsible
for the murder.”

el
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Rashida Begum winnows Aus paddy at Barakula village in Narail after farmers threshed the harvested crop yesterday. Aus is often used
to produce various forms of rice and rice-based meals, and locals say this year’s yield has been fairly good, selling for Tk 1,000 to 1,100

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

Veggie farmers hit
hard by rains

month I bought cabbage, eggplant, and

The repeated
losses and delayed
planting have already
pushed back the
harvesting of winter

vegetables, raising
fears of a shortage in
the market.

Along the

Chougachha
Road in Abdulpur
village, hundreds
of seedbeds were
seen covered with

said farmers.

Illegal sand liftin
worsens Meghna erosion

12 families displaced; locals demand admin intervention

JAHIDUL ISLAM, Narsingdi

Rubel Mia, 28, of Shantipur village under
Mirzarchar union in Narsingdi’'s Raipura
upazila, became homeless overnight after the
Meghna swallowed his home.

With his eight-member family, Rubel took
shelter in a neighbour’s house after losing
everything to the river. His home, once filled
with life and laughter, now exists only in his
memories.

“Meghna devoured our only home in
early 2025. My neighbour Mainuddin gave
us shelter out of kindness. Unchecked sand
extraction by influential people has worsened
the river’s erosion,” Rubel said.

Bilal Hossain, 40, a battery-run rickshaw
puller from nearby Namarbari village,
shared a similar ordeal. He now lives
in a government shelter project, .
struggling to survive.

At least 12 families in the
union became homeless
this year due to severe |
erosion caused by rampant
sand extraction from the
Meghna. \

During a recent visit, this
correspondent saw  10-15
suction dredgers lifting sand
from the river in the Shantipur
area.

Locals alleged that a Brahmanbaria-
based company, Messrs Saimul Traders, which
took lease of a sand quarry for Tk 8.93 crore
in Nasirabad, has been illegally extracting
sand from the Narsingdi side of the river.

They said the river’s course has changed
due to the sand lifting, even though there is
no legal sand quarry in the entire Narsingdi
district.

When villagers formed a human chain on

i

July 5 in protest, armed men
attacked them.
Earlier on  January
16 and May 19, the sand
traders also opened fire on
mobile court teams, forcing
officials to retreat.
No case has been filed over
the incidents.
Locals alleged that an organised
armed gang now controls the river,
patrolling it with speedboats and operating
under the protection of influential political
figures.

“Farlier Awami League men were involved,
now some BNP men are in control of the sand
looting,” said a local resident, requesting
anonymity.

Several leaders of local Jubo Dal, Jubo
League, and Sramik League units are allegedly

involved in the illegal sand trade. They are also
accused in multiple cases, including murder,
robbery, and attacks on police.

Ashraf Uddin Bakul, BNP’s assistant
secretary for science and technology and
an aspiring candidate from Raipura, said,
“The allegations exist, but no concrete proof
has been presented. Those involved do not
represent BNP’s ideals. We will take action at
the right time.”

Raipura UNO Masud Rana said police were
instructed to file a case over the attack on the
mobile court, but no case was recorded. “The
administration is aware of the issue and will
take action soon,” he said.

Nazmul Hasan, deputy commissioner
(revenue) of Narsingdi, said there is currently
no legal sand quarry in the district. “Drives
are ongoing, and we will take further action if
new complaints arise,” he said.

A truck plies along the pothole-riddled Shipyard Road in Khulna, which stretches from the Rupsha Traffic Intersection to Khan Jahan Ali
Bridge. Once a busy commercial route, the road has now become a source of immense suffering for commuters, especially during the
monsoon, as rainwater often leaves it waterlogged. The photo was taken yesterday.

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

several

cauliflower seedlings, but those were

Vegetable growers in Jashore have been  damaged in heavy rains. Now I've come
severely affected by persistent monsoon  again to buy seedlings for replanting. The
rains that damaged their fields and
seedbeds. Despite replanting

times, farmers are struggling (o save their  seedbeds were submerged seven to eight
crops due to continuous rainfall.

production cost has doubled.”
Another farmer, Alim Hossain, said his

times in a month. “Those who bought
seedlings from us
also suffered huge
losses. It rained
continuously even
in the past few
days,” he said.

A h s a n
Rahman, another
grower, said,

“The rains have
completely
disrupted
winter vegetable
cultivation. By this

polythene sheets. Farmers ther.e prepare  time, we should be planting seedlings,
cabbage and cauliflower seedlings from but instead we’re sowing seeds again. So,

mid-June and sell them to growers across  vegetables will reach markets later than
the region once they mature.

Currently, cauliflower seedlings sell for
Tk 800-1,500 per thousand and cabbage  director in Jashore, said, “Traders from
for Tk 500-1,100, depending on quality. greater Jashore and other regions
While prices are good, rainfall since July buy seedlings worth over Tk 25 crore.
has caused major setbacks to cultivation,  Although continuous rainfall caused

usual.”

Mosharral  Hossain, DAE  deputy

losses, we are providing fertilisers and

Nazrul Islam, a local grower, said, “Last  geeds to help farmers recover.”

Turkiye backs
Bangladesh’s
democratic
transition

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Turkiyeyesterday reaffirmedits strong commitment
to supporting Bangladesh’s democratic transition
and institution-building efforts as the country
moves toward elections early next year.

The pledge came during the 4th political
consultation between the two countries at the
state guest house Padma, according to a joint
statement. Foreign Secretary Asad Alam Siam and
Turkish Deputy Foreign Minister A Berris Ekinci
led their respective delegations.

Ekinci also paid a courtesy call on Chief Adviser
Prof Muhammad Yunus at the state guest house
Jamuna yesterday. At the meeting, she conveyed
the greetings and best wishes of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and his invitation to Prof Yunus to
visit Tarkiye at a mutually convenient time.

In response, Prof Yunus said he would be
delighted to visit Tarkiye in the near future.

Ekinci also called on Foreign Adviser Touhid
Hossain, where the adviser underscored the need
to boost bilateral trade and increase it to $3 billion
in the near future.

The wo countries also reaffirmed their
steadfast solidarity with the Palestinian people in
their legitimate pursuit of inalienable rights and
self-determination. They also stressed the urgent
need for increased aid, justice and accountability
for atrocities against the Rohingyas and their
voluntary repatriation to Myanmar.

TEESTA RIVER
Walter recedes,
but sullering
far from over

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The water level in the Teesta has fallen below
the danger mark, easing flood conditions in
Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, Rangpur, and Nilphamari.
Floodwaters have started receding in many
areas, allowing people who had taken shelter on
dams, roads, and flood centres to return home.

Around 9:00am yesterday, the water level at
the Teesta Barrage point in Nilphamari’s Dalia
was recorded at 51.70 metres — 45 centimetres
below the danger mark. Kurigram WDB Executive
Engineer Rakibul Hasan said, “We are keeping
watch and will drop sand-filled geo-bags
immediately if erosion starts.”

Although water levels are falling, the sufferings
of flood-hit families are far from over. In many
low-lying areas, stagnant water still forces locals
to live in makeshift huts covered with polythene
sheets atop embankments.

Aklima Bewa, 65, from Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila, said, “During floods we suffer, and when the
water goes down, we suffer again. Now erosion will
begin, and the river will take our land and home.”

Lalmonirhat DC HM Ragib Hayder said, “Relief
assistance has been distributed... If any houses are
damaged, the affected families will be rehabilitated
with government support.”
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NCP presses

EC for ‘shapla’
symbol again

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Citizen Party has once
again urged the Election Commission
to allocate the shapla (water lily)
as its election symbol, along with
submitting seven sample designs of
the symbol to the Commission.

In a letter signed by its convener
Nahid Islam o the Election
Commission secretariate yesterday,
the party stated that the shapla
symbol has developed a deep
emotional and symbolic connection
with the people, making it impossible
for the NCP to accept any alternative
symbol from the EC’s list.

The NCP accused the Election
Commission of deliberately delaying
the party’s registration process
and of engaging in “undesirable,
unlawful, discriminatory and
arbitrary behaviour” by not allocating
the shapla symbol.

The party also said the EC is
intentionally  depriving NCP of
participation in the electoral process,
thereby calling into question the
commission’s sincerity in ensuring a
level playing field.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Trio win Nobel for
revealing quantum
physics in action

REUTERS, Stockholm

US-based scientists John Clarke, Michel Devoret and
John Martinis won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physics for
“experiments that revealed quantum physics in action”,
paving the way for the development of the next generation
of digital technologies.

“My feelings are that 'm completely stunned. Of course
it had never occurred to me in any way that this might
be the basis of a Nobel Prize,” Clarke told the Nobel press
conference by telephone on Tuesday.

Michel H, Devoret John M. Martinis

University of Califomia
USsA

“I'm speaking on my cell phone and I suspect that you
are (0o, and one of the underlying reasons that the cell
phone works is because of all this work.”

Quantum mechanical behaviours are well studied at
the level of the incredibly small - atoms and sub-atomic
particles - but are often seen as bizarre and unintuitive
compared with classical physics and its far larger scale.

The Nobel winners carried out experiments in the mid
1980s with an electronic circuit built of superconductors
and demonstrated that quantum mechanics could also
influence everyday objects under certain conditions.

“It is wonderful to be able to celebrate the way that
century-old quantum mechanics continually offers
new surprises. It is also enormously useful, as quantum
mechanics is the foundation of all digital technology,” Olle
Eriksson, chair of the Nobel Committee for Physics, said.

Quantum technology is already ubiquitous, with
transistors in computer microchips an everyday example.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

in Gaza by Israeli forces since Friday.

Three powers
threatening
Bangladesh
Says Salahuddin
UNB, Dhaka

B N P
Standing
Committee
member
Salahu-
d din
Ahmed yesterday said
that Bangladesh is facing
growing external pressure,
with a global superpower
and two regional powers
reportedly trying to extend
their influence.

“Right now, three
powers are competing to
establish hegemony here
- two regional powers and
one global superpower.
FEach has its own interests,
but all three will harm
Bangladesh’s interests in
the same way,” he said.

The BNP leader made
the remarks while speaking
at a discussion organised
by Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
at Dhaka University’s TSC
auditorium, marking the

sixth death anniversary of

Buet student Abrar Fahad.

Salahuddin  described
Abrar as a “strong voice
against domination”,

saying he became a martyr
because he spoke out
against Indian hegemony.

“If he [Abrar| had
criticised Sheikh Hasina,
he might have gone to
jail. But because he spoke

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Palestinians gather to receive food from a charity kitchen in Nuseirat, central Gaza Strip, yesterday. Israel has de-escalated its
offensive in Gaza since US President Donald Trump called on it to halt its bombing campaign. At least 104 people have been killed

Reforms failed to

address inequality
Says Rehman Sobhan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

South Asian countries,
including Bangladesh, have
failed to tackle widening
inequality despite decades of
policy reforms and economic
growth, said Rehman Sobhan,
chairman of the Centre for
Policy Dialogue.

“Despite all the reforms
that have taken place, nowhere
are we seeing any serious effort to correct the widening
inequalities created over the last 17 years.”

He said at a seminar on the book “Apostles of
Development: Six Economists and the World They Made”
held in the capital, organised by the Bangladesh Institute
of Development Studies.

“Even in a country where a professor [Muhammad
Yunus] is at the helm, we are not addressing the problem
of inequality in our reforms in any meaningful way.”

The prevailing policy frameworks across South Asia,
including Bangladesh, continue to focus on short-term
welfare or growth incentives without confronting the
structural causes of injustice.

These injustices include concentrated asset ownership,
elite influence over policymaking and limited access to
opportunities for marginalised groups.

“We have grown, we have reduced poverty, but we have
also become a much more unequal society in every South

PHOTO: REUTERS

‘Real chance’ of peace
in Gaza, beyond: Trump

Vows to make parties adhere to a deal, if agreed;
Hamas sets conditions in Egypt talks

AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump yesterday voiced
optimism that there was a “real chance” to end
the carnage in Gaza, as Israel marked the second
anniversary of the October 7 attack.

Indirect negotiations between Israeli and
Hamas negotiators are being held in the
Egyptian resort town of Sharm FEI-Sheikh, based
on a 20-point plan proposed by Trump last
month.

“There’s a real chance that we could do
something,” Trump told reporters in the Oval
Office, adding that US negotiators were also
involved in the talks.

“I'think there’s a possibility that we could have
peace in the Middle East. It's something even
beyond the Gaza situation. We want a release of
the hostages immediately.”

Trump said the United States would do
“everything possible to make sure everyone
adheres to the deal” if Hamas and Israel do agree
on a ceasefire.

On the second day of talks, Hamas yesterday
said it wants to reach a deal to end the war in
Gaza based on Trump’s plan, but still has a set
of demands, a statement signalling that indirect
talks with Israel in Egypt could be difficult and
lengthy.

The talks appear the most promising yet for
ending a war that has killed tens of thousands
of Palestinians and devastated Gaza since the
October 7, 2023 attack on Israel by Palestinian
groups.

“The (Hamas) movement's delegation
participatingin the current negotiationsin Egypt
is working to overcome all obstacles to reaching
an agreement that meets the aspirations of our
people in Gaza,” Senior Hamas official Fawzi

Barhoum said in a televised statement.

He said a deal must ensure an end to the war
and a full Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip
- conditions that Israel has never accepted.
Israel, for its part, wants Hamas to disarm,
something the group rejects.

Hamas wants a permanent, comprehensive
ceasefire, a complete pullout of Israeli forces
and the immediate start of a comprehensive
reconstruction process under the supervision
of a Palestinian “national technocratic body”, he
said.

» Hamas wants full Israeli
withdrawal, seeks int’l
guarantee

Y Qatari PM, Turkey FM to join
peace talks

Israeli strikes kill 6 across
» Gaza

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
did not immediately comment on the status of
the talks.

Trump’s  20-point plan proposes an
immediate end to fighting and the release of
48 hostages, only 20 of whom are thought to
be alive, in exchange for hundreds of detained
Gazans. The plan stipulates that once both
sides agree to the proposal, “full aid will be
immediately sent into the Gaza Strip”.

It also states that Hamas will have to be
NOT JUST NUMBERS PAGE -7 SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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Businessman
shot dead in
broad daylight

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg
Uniden-tified

assailants shot a /
businessman dead
after ambushing |
his SUV in broad o
daylight in ir,, —
Hathazari upazila _ y

of  Chattogram w:
yesterday.

The victim is Abdul Hakim, 55,
a herbal medicine businessman, of
Panchkhain village in Bagoan union
under Raozan, police said.

The incident occurred in the
Madunaghat area in the afternoon,
where the attackers came on
motorbikes, blocked Hakim’s SUV,
and fired indiscriminately, in the
presence of bystanders.

Police and locals said Hakim had
recently got involved in local BNP
politics in Raozan upazila.

Confirming the incident, Additional
Superintendent of Police (Hathazari
Circle) Kazi Tarek Aziz told The Daily
Star, “He was taken to Evercare Hospital
after being rescued from his vehicle in
critical condition. The reason behind
the incident is yet to be known.”

A video circulating on social
media showed three bullet holes on
the SUV’s windshield. Hakim, seated
next to the driver, was seen bleeding
heavily as passersby pulled him from
the vehicle. The car’s side window had
several bullet holes.

Another video showed three
people wearing helmets riding up
to the vehicle on motorcycles and
shooting at the vehicle using pistols.

Hakim’s body was sent (o
Chattogram Medical College morgue
for autopsy.
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ISRAEL’S GENOCIDE IN GAZA

Not just numbers

Israel has Killed or injured more than 10 percent of Gaza’s population over the past 24 months. The assault began on October 7, 2023,
in response (o attacks on southern Israel by fighters from Palestinian groups, during which 1,139 people died and about 240 were taken
into Gaza as captives. In response, Israel began a bombing campaign on Gaza and tightened its 16-year siege into a total stranglehold. In
a “televised genocidal campaign”, it has turned Gaza into a wasteland, dismantling all infrastructures and reducing them into rubble in

an effort that UN and rights organisations say may amount to genocide and crimes against humanity. Ssource: AL-JAJEERA

10UT OF 33 PEOPLE KILLED
Two years of Israeli attacks have killed at
least 67,000 Palestinians. Thousands of
other people are still under the rubble.
That is about one out of every 33 people
killed, or 3 percent of the pre-war
population. At least 20,000 children
are among the dead, or one child killed
every hour for the past 24 months. The
Palestinian Ministry of Health counts
deaths based on people brought to
hospitals or officially recorded. The true
number is unknown and is likely much
higher because the official death

toll does not include those who
perished under rubble or are
missing.

10UTOF 14
PEOPLE INJURED

The human toll of Gaza’s
war extends beyond the
dead. More than 169,000
people have been injured,
many with life-altering

wounds. Unicef estimated that 3,000 to
4,000 children in Gaza have lost one or
more limbs. What few health facilities
are still open across the besieged enclave
remain overwhelmed as they operate
with dwindling supplies and little to no
anaesthesia.

125 HOSPITALS AND CLINICS
DAMAGED

Israel has attacked nearly all of Gaza’s
hospitals and healthcare facilities. Over
the past two years, at least 125 health
facilities have been damaged, including
34 hospitals, leaving patients without
access to essential medical services. Israeli
strikes on hospitals and the continued
bombardment of Gaza have killed at least
1,722 health and aid workers. According
to Health Care Workers Watch, as of
July 22, Israeli forces are holding 28
prominent physicians, including 18
senior specialists in vital fields such
as surgery, anaesthesiology, intensive
care and paediatrics, depriving Gaza’s
devastated health system of critical
expertise. Hospitals cannot be the object
of attack, according to the Fourth Geneva
Convention, Articles 18-22. According
to Articles 12 and 51, medical units and
personnel have special protections.
According to the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court, Article 8 (2)
(b)(ix), intentionally attacking a hospital is
a war crime.

FAMINE AND DEATHS
Israel has orchestrated widespread hunger
in Gaza through military restrictions
that have blocked aid for months and
an imposed food distribution system in
which people are shot almost daily while
trying to collect food. At least 459 people,
including 154 children, have died due
to starvation. On August 22, the United
Nations-backed Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification (IPC) system, a global
hunger monitor, confirmed a famine in
the enclave - the first officially recognised
in the Middle East. According to the IPC,
famine is currently occurring in Gaza
Governorate and is projected to expand
to the Deir el-Balah and Khan Younis
governorates by the end of September.
Nearly a third of the population (641,000
people) is expected to face catastrophic
conditions (IPC Phase 5). Nearly one
child in four suffers from severe acute
malnutrition, and one in five babies is
born prematurely or underweight.

2600 KILLED WHILE
COLLECTING FOOD

When the Israeli- and United States-
backed GHF took over aid operations
on May 27, operating outside the UN
framework, it introduced a new, deadly
distribution system. According to Gaza’s
Ministry of Health, more than 2,600
people have been killed and over 19,000
injured by fire from Israeli soldiers and
GHF security contractors while trying to
collect food from GHF sites. One Israeli
soldier described these areas as “a killing
field”. And Isracl’s Haaretz newspaper
quoted Israeli soldiers as saying they were
ordered to fire on people gathered at the
GHEF sites.

89% OF WATER, SANITATION

INFRASTRUCTURE
DAMAGED
Since  October 2023, Israel has

systematically targeted Gaza’s already
compromised water infrastructure -

striking wells, pipelines, desalination
plants and sewage systems. According Lo
UN experts, 89 percent of the enclave’s
water and sanitation network has been
damaged or destroyed, leaving more
than 96 percent of households water
insecure. Today, nearly hall of Gaza’s
population survives on less than 6 litres
(1.6 gallons) of water a day for drinking
and cooking, while 28 percent have access
to under 9 litres (2.4 gallons) for hygiene
and cleaning - far below the emergency
20-litre (5.3-gallon) standards set for
“short-term survival”.

92% HOMES DESTROYED OR
DAMAGED

The destruction across Gaza is near
total. According to the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs,
by August, 92 percent of all residential
buildings and 88 percent of commercial
facilities had been damaged or destroyed.

92% SCHOOLS DESTROYED
Nearly 658,000 school-aged children

and 87,000 university students have
been left without access to learning as
classrooms and campuses lie in ruins. At
least 780 education staff members have
been Kkilled, and 92 percent of schools
now require complete reconstruction.
More than 2,300 educational facilities,
including 63 university buildings, have
been destroyed. The ones still standing
are being used as shelter for the displaced.

DEADLIEST PLACE TO BE A
JOURNALIST
Nearly 300 journalists and media

workers have been killed in Gaza since
October 7, including 10 from Al Jazeera,
according to the Shireen Abu Akleh
Observatory. Foreign media have been
barred from entering the enclave. The
Brown University Costs of War Project
reports that more journalists have been
killed in Gaza than in the US Civil War,
World War I and II, the Korean and
Vietnam wars, the Yugoslav conflicts
and the post-9/11 war in Afghanistan
combined.

GAZA, LEBANON, IRAN

How US funded
Israel’s wars

AL JAZEERA ONLINE

Israel would not have been able to
sustain its wars across the Middle
% East without the United States’s
e x, significant financial backing
b vy 2 of more than $21bn since
] October 2023, according to

a pair of new reports.

The reports, which
were released by the Costs
of War Project at Brown
University, found that:
without US weapons and

money, Israel  wouldn’t
have been able to sustain its
genocidal war on Gaza, start
a war with Iran, or repeatedly
bomb Yemen.
The report’s findings are also backed
up by analysts who said Israel’s wars in Gaza and
in the wider region could not have continued
without US financial and diplomatic support.
Since the October, 20263 attack, Israel has
attacked Kkilled over 4,000 people in Lebanon;
invaded and occupied Lebanese and Syrian land;
bombed Iran’s consulate in Damascus and started
a 12-day war with Iran; and traded attacks with
Yemen'’s Houthis.
But Israel couldn’t have maintained these wars
without constant US support, researchers found.
“Given the scale of current and future spending,
it is clear the [Isracli army] could not have done the
damage they have done in Gaza or escalated their
military activities throughout the region without
US financing, weapons, and political support,” read

the report — US Military Aid and Arms Transfers to
Israel, October 2023-September 2025 - by William
D Hartung, a senior research fellow at the Quincy
Institute for Responsible Statecraft.

Hartung’s findings and a companion report by
Linda J Bilmes, an expert on budgeting and public
finance at the Harvard Kennedy School, found
that the US spent “a total of $31.35 - $33.77 billion
and counting” since October 7, 2023 in military
aid to Israel and in “US military operations”.

They show how US support for Israel has helped
it continue to wage war on multiple fronts for
two years, and analysts backed up the reports’
conclusions. “Israel needs US arms in order to do
what it is doing,” she said.

The US has long been Israel’s most fervent
backer. When it comes to US foreign aid, Israel
is the largest annual recipient (at around $3.3bn
yearly) and the largest cumulative one (more than
$150bn until 2022).

Hartung’s report specifically mentions that the
administrations of both US President Joe Biden
and his successor, Donald Trump, committed tens
of billions of dollars in arms sales agreements,
including services and weapons that will be paid
for in the coming years.

Macron should
resign: ex-PM

AFP, Paris

Emmanuel Macron’s first prime minister and one-time
ally on Tuesday urged the cornered French head of state
to resign in a shock call that compounded an escalating

political crisis.

The intervention by Edouard Philippe, Macron’s
longest-serving prime minister from 2017 to 2020 who
now heads an allied political party, came as frustration
grew even within the president’s own camp over the
biggest domestic political crisis of his eight years in office.

Prime Minister Sebastien L.ecornu, appointed less than
a month ago, stepped down on Monday morning after
failing to rally support across the centre-right coalition
for his new government, which is also only supported by a

minority in parliament.

Macron ordered him to make a last-ditch effort to rally

support for a coalition government,

But there was no sign of progress, with the far right

refusing to even attend a meeting.

France’s next presidential elections, scheduled to take
place in 2027, are seen as a historic crossroads in French
politics, with the French far right under Marine Le Pen
sensing its best chance yet of taking power.

Macron is constitutionally barred from seeking a third
mandate. Philippe, who has already declared he will stand,
said the polls should be held early once a budget is passed,
in comments Le Parisien daily described as “political bomb”.

Denouncing a “distressing political game”, he said it
was up to Macron to help France “emerge in an orderly and
dignified manner from a political crisis that is harming

the country”.

“He must take the decision that is worthy of his
function, which is to guarantee the continuity of the
institutions by leaving in an orderly manner,” Philippe

told the RTL broadcaster.

Remains of vehicles burned during the protest in September against corruption that toppled the government are kept inside the premises of

the parliament after being collected from various places in Kathmandu, Nepal, yesterday.

Denmark to
ban social
media for
under-15s

AFP, Copenhagen

Denmark yesterday said
it planned to introduce
a social media ban for
children under the age of
15.

Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen did not
specify which social media
networks would fall under
the ban, nor how it would
work in practice, as she
announced the initiative in
a speech to parliament at
the opening of its autumn
session.

The bill, the timeline of
which remains unspecified,
would authorise parents
o let their child use social
media from the age of 13.

“The cell phone and
social media are robbing
our children of their
childhood,”  Frederiksen
said, arguing that 60
percent of Danish boys
aged 11 to 19 preferred to
stay home over spending
time with friends.

Australia has been a
leader in global efforts
to prevent internet harm

PHOTO: REUTERS among young people.
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Prioritise gas supply
to fertiliser plants

Doubling gas price risks
endangering food security

It is difficult to understand how long the current practice of
leaving fertiliser plants starved of gas can continue. The irony
of this practice is that it either harms the domestic farming
sector or increases the country’s dependence on imported
fertiliser. If we want to keep local fertiliser factories running
and produce essential agricultural inputs ourselves, these
plants will need more gas (in the form of LNG) sourced from
abroad. If not, the country will be forced to import fertiliser
from foreign sources, and any supply chain disruption will also
mean importing more food from abroad.

There is no doubt that Bangladesh is facing gas shortages
because ofits failure to give sufficient priority to the exploration
of new wells and extraction. Importing NG, originally meant
to be a short-term measure to manage emergency shortages,
has instead persisted and increased dramatically over time, as
most of our power plants also depend on natural gas.

Volatility in the international energy market, owing to
heightened geopolitical tensions and instability, indicates that
gas prices are unlikely to come down soon. A 2022 study by the
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) showed that imported LNG
was 24 times more expensive than locally produced gas. Yet,
over the past three years, no significant steps have been taken
by the authorities to accelerate exploration activity or add newly
discovered gas to the supply grid. According to a Bonik Barta
report, only 18 wells were dug out of the planned 50; due to a lack
of progress in laying pipelines, about 120 million cubic feet (mcf)
of extractable gas could not be supplied to the national grid.

Activists have long alleged that cronies of the previous
regime lobbied successfully to push the country towards
greater dependence on LNG imports. So, one would have
thought that, following the fall of that regime in August
2024, the state policy would shift towards reducing costly
LNG dependence and increasing domestic gas production.
Unfortunately, the present government seems inclined to
continue with the old arrangements.

Even more worrying is the move to raise gas prices for
fertiliser plants. Following a request from Petrobangla, the
Bangladesh FEnergy Regulatory Commission (BERC)—the
energy market regulator—has, pending a final decision after
public consultation, recommended raising the gas price
from Tk 16 to Tk 30 per cubic metre. We cannot but agree
with Consumers Association of Bangladesh (CAB) adviser M
Shamsul Alam that this price hike will increase farming costs
and undermine food security.

It is worth noting here that while the textile sector has
long enjoyed priority in receiving uninterrupted gas supply,
the farming sector has become increasingly dependent
on imported fertiliser due to shortages of gas for domestic
fertiliser plants. This is not a sustainable model, and these
policies must be reviewed and adjusted with prudence.

Appoint a full-time
DSCC administrator

Govt must fill all vacant posts to

ensure smooth service delivery

It is quite frustrating that Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC)
has been operating without a full-time administrator for over
a year, with 11 other key positions also remaining vacant. This
leadership vacuum has severely disrupted service delivery,
increasing the sufferings of the residents. At present, Md
Shahjahan Mia, an additional secretary at the Local Government
Division, is serving as DSCC’s administrator, while also holding the
position of Managing Director of Dhaka WASA as an additional
duty. This dual burden on one person has understandably
compromised the functioning of both institutions.

In the absence of a permanent administrator and other key
personnel at DSCC, essential services such as road repairs,
mosquito control, waste management, safeguarding assets,
and providing birth certificates and other documents are all
progressing at a sluggish pace. With no executive officers
appointed in the corporation’s five out of 10 zones, service
delivery there has nearly collapsed, forcing local residents to
travel to the central office even for minor issues. Some residents
have expressed frustration that they are not receiving basic
municipal services despite paying regular taxes. They further
complained that when they visit ward offices, designated
officials are often absent, and important paperwork remains
stalled for months. Moreover, the current administrator is also
unable to regularly attend office at Nagar Bhaban, visiting
only occasionally to sign files. Is this how a city corporation is
supposed to operate?

Furthermore, efforts to boost revenue have stalled due
to the absence of a Chief Revenue Officer, while the lack of a
Property Officer has allowed re-encroachment of previously
recovered lands. The absence of a Chief Urban Planner has led
to uncoordinated development, posing long-term risks to the
city’s infrastructure. At the same time, financial transparency
and accountability remain a question mark due to the vacancies
of accountant and auditor positions. This is unacceptable.

After August 5, 2024, the activities of Dhaka’s two city
corporations came (o a standstill. While Dhaka North City
Corporation managed to handle the situation relatively better
after the appointment of a permanent administrator, the
DSCC continues to lag far behind. Moreover, the disruption
created earlier this year, when BNP leader Ishraque Hossain
led over a month-long siege of Nagar Bhaban demanding
his instatement as mayor, further intensified the volatility in
DSCC. We, therefore, urge the government to take immediate
steps to resolve these issues. It must fill all key positions of the
corporation without delay to ensure uninterrupted service
delivery. More than one crore people reside in the DSCC
jurisdictions, so the government must take urgent measures to
alleviate their sufferings.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Che Guevara captured and executed

On this day in 1967, Che Guevara, a key

communist figure in the Cuban Revolution and
|« aSouth American guerrilla leader, was captured
[ 4 and later shot to death by the Bolivian army.

The harsh truth behind
Bangladesh’s poverty reversal

Dr Selim Raihan

is professor in the Department of Economics
at Dhaka University, and executive director
at the South Asian Network on Economic
Modeling (SANEM). He can be reached at
selim.raihan@gmail.com.

SELIM RAIHAN

The recent finding from the Power
and Participation Research Centre’s
(PPRC) survey—that over one in four
people in Bangladesh now live in
poverty, a sharp increase from the rate
reported by the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) in 2022—should serve
as a sobering alarm bell. This represents
a shift in narrative and challenges us
to rethink our understanding of the
country’s development success story.
For years, Bangladesh was considered
a “poster boy” for economic growth, a
country steadily moving up the ladder
of advancement. But this growth
apparently was on unstable footing, as
is now being revealed by a confluence of
crises. The question we must confront
is not simply why poverty reversal (when
decreasing poverty levels start to rise) is
happening, but why the earlier gains
proved so vulnerable in the first place.

To understand the current
predicament, we have to look back
at the data that shaped our previous
optimism. The official BBS figures for
2022, which showed a much lower
poverty rate, standing at 18.7 percent,
were always somewhat puzzling.
That survey was conducted in 2021, a
period when the economic scars of the
Covid-19 pandemic were still raw and
the recovery was far from complete.
That is, the point in time when
the data were collected mattered.
Other research organisations, like
South Asian Network on Economic
Modeling (SANEM), BRAC Institute of
Governance and Development (BIGD),
and PPRC also conducted surveys
during 2020-2021, but found a sharp
rise in poverty. This discrepancy means
that the official snapshot of life in 2021
may have grossly underestimated the
depth of economic distress households
were living through. This implies
that the foundation of our poverty
reduction narrative was perhaps
weaker than we assumed, making the
recent reversal less of a sudden shock
and more of a delayed acknowledgment
of underlying weaknesses.

At the core of the issue is the nature
of our structural transformation and
the pattern of economic growth. For a
long time, we have been experiencing
“jobless growth.” The economy was
expanding, but this expansion did
not translate into sufficient, high-
quality employment opportunities.
The connection between a rising GDP

When governance Jails,

and falling poverty was also weak, a
phenomenon that economists call low
elasticity of poverty reduction. Put
simply, the growth was not inclusive.
This means that the benefits of
growth were concentrated, leading
to rising inequality—a condition that
global experience consistently shows
countries with high inequality rarely
achieve success in reducing poverty.
This exclusion is starkly visible
in our most dynamic sector: ready-
made garments. Workers in this
multi-billion-dollar export industry
are often paid a minimum wage (Tk

12,500 or $113 per month) that falls
below the poverty line income of
$4.20 per day or $126 per month for
lower-middle-income countries like
Bangladesh. They are the engine of
our growth, yet they’re not reaping
their fair share of that growth. They
struggle to maintain a basic standard
of living, revealing a critical failure.
Most private investments have not led
to dignified, well-paying jobs; rather, it
has deepened a cycle of low wages and
high vulnerability.

From 2022 to 2025, the economy
suffered from lingering impacts of
Covid, global supply shocks, and
prolonged inflation, reflecting a

failure in proper macroeconomic
management. Although the inflation
rate has declined slightly this vyear,
it is stll very high. This has also
contributed (o poverty reversal.
Compounding the challenges is a
pressing concern over stagnant private
sector investment over the past year,
as investor confidence remains low
amid ongoing political and economic
uncertainties, which have failed to
provide a solution for job creation.
The results are predictable and
dire when the price of food soars
while incomes stagnate or decline.
The PPRC data reveals that urban
households are experiencing this
phenomenon. A staggering 55 percent
of a family’s monthly expenses now go
solely to food, leaving little for health,
education, or savings. From this
perspective, poverty is not just about
income; it is about being perpetually
one health crisis away from financial
ruin. And with Bangladesh having one
of the highest rates of out-of-pocket
health expenditure in the world, that
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crisis is a constant threat to millions.
The July 2024 uprising and the
subsequent formation of interim
government have brought a mix of
cautious optimism and deep-seated
anxiety. We are seeing improvements
in some economic indicators, like
an increase in remittances and
exports. However, we must be
cautious in interpreting these macro-
level improvements. We can draw a
similar hypothesis of a macro-micro
mismatch as we observed during the
pandemic. When informal channels
for remittances are blocked due to
political unrest or anti-corruption
drives, more money may flow through

pay the price

Wasim Bin Habib
is planning editor at The Daily Star.

WASIM BIN HABIB

Two headlines printed on the same
page of Sunday’s edition of The Daily
Star left me cold. One read, “390
girls raped in first eight months this
year,” and the other, “417 killed, 682
hurt in road crashes in Sept.” At first
glance, they seem unrelated—one
tied to crime and justice, the other
to transport and safety. Yet, together,
they reveal an unsettling pattern of
governance that too often fails to
protect citizens’ most basic rights,
which include safety and dignity.

Month after month, similar figures
emerge, followed by assurances that
things will change. Yet, the headlines
barely differ. Whether it’s the growing
violence against women or the
unending bloodshed on our roads,
both expose deep flaws in how we
govern, enforce, and care.

Take the first report of 390 girls
being raped in just eight months. This
is not new. Year after year, newsrooms
are flooded with reports of rape,
assault, and harassment. Behind every
statistic lies a story of pain, trauma,
and shattered trust. We have special
tribunals and legal frameworks,
such as the Women and Children

Repression Prevention Act, but justice
often remains illusive where it matters
most. Survivors face humiliation,
stigma, and indifference. Justice is
often delayed and therefore denied.

The justice machinery itself is weak.
Law enforcement is undertrained,
under-resourced, and at times,
complicit. Cases drag on for years
as investigations stall and witnesses
are intimidated. Conviction rates are
abysmally low. According to a recent
report by this daily, between January
and August this year, the conviction
rate for crimes against children was
only 0.52 percent, with a punishment
rate of 0.30 percent. For crimes against
women, the conviction rate stood at
2.61 percent and the punishment rate
at 1.44 percent. In such a system where
accountability is rare, perpetrators are
emboldened by impunity.

The state’s response o road safety
mirrors this neglect. The second
report on road crashes tells a story we
have heard countless times. Despite
repeated pledges by successive
governments for safer roads, new laws,
and awareness drives, our roads remain
among the deadliest in the world,

plagued by the same institutional
weaknesses and lack of accountability.

Behind each crash lies a web of
preventable failures. Unfit vehicles
continue (o operate by paying bribes.
Untrained drivers, some with fake
or no licences, roam freely. Reckless
driving and violations of traffic
rules persist unchecked. Oversight
agencies lack coordination and
resources.  Meanwhile, transport
owners’ associations—led by
politically powerful figures who shift
with each change of government—
hold the system hostage, ensuring
accountability rarely reaches those
who profit from this chaos.

The Road Safety Movement 2018
brielly forced the nation to confront this
disorder. It prompted the government
to enact a new Road Transport Act and
sparked widespread awareness and
hope. However, years later, the same
tragedies unfold daily on our streets.
The law exists, but implementation
remains weak and selective. The result
is a culture of impunity where lives are
lost, and lessons remain unlearnt.

Both these crises, the rise in
violence against women and the
continuing road carnage, stem from
the same root: the failure to ensure
accountability and uphold the rule of
law. We have laws, policies, and plans,
but they are rarely enforced with
sincerity or sustained commitment.
Institutions act  reactively, not
preventively. Once public outrage
subsides, inertia takes over.

Good governance is not an abstract
concept, nor is it measured by the

formal banking channels, making
the national figures look positive.
But at the household level, the total
amount received might actually be
less. The crucial question is: whether
this formally recorded remittance is
truly reaching families in a way that
alleviates poverty, or if it is merely a
statistical illusion.

A survey of 2,000 youth by SANEM
in May 2025 reveals a deep-seated
frustration regarding the path from
education to employment. They see a
landscape of insufficient jobs, but the
problem is more fundamental. They
describe a faulty recruitment system
where applications go unanswered
and an education system that fails
to prepare them for well-paid work,
compounded by a widespread sense
of decaying institutions and persistent
corruption. We have discussed this
erosion for years. The immediate
need is for concrete reforms, but the
larger, unsettling question is whether
any government, interim or the
forthcoming elected, has the sustained
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will to truly fix these broken systems.
The youth’sanxietyisadirect reflection
of this profound institutional distrust.

The story of poverty reversal in
Bangladesh is a complex one, but it
has one simple moral. Growth that
leaves people behind is fundamentally
fragile; stability that breeds injustice
is ultimately wobbly, and data that
does not reflect reality is ultimately
unsustainable. The PPRC numbers
are a timely reminder that true
development is measured not by the
wealth of a few, but by the resilience and
wellbeing of many. Without changing
our basics, we can not alleviate poverty
in Bangladesh.

people

number of laws passed or committees
formed. It is about systems that serve
people. It is measured by outcomes—by
whether the state upholds the rule of
law, whether citizens feel safe, whether
institutions respond eflectively, and
whether accountability is real. In
both road safety and violence against
women, our governance fails this test.
These issues must be part of the reform
agenda that the interim government is
NOW pursuing across sectors.

The absence of accountability has
normalised apathy. When someone
dies in a reckless driving incident or a
woman becomes a victim of violence,
society’s response follows a predictable
cycle: shock, outrage, and silence.
Committees are formed, statements
issued, and then everything fades—
until the next tragedy.

Bangladesh’s remarkable
progress, from economic growth to
infrastructure, rings hollow when
citizens live in fear or lose their lives
on unsafe roads. True progress is not
about how fast we build, but how well
we protect. To change course, we must
treat these crises as reflections of how
our institutions serve us. Road safety
cannot depend on occasional drives,
nor can violence against women be
tackled by laws alone. Both demand
sustained enforcement, empathy, and
political courage.

Until that happens, the headlines
will keep returning as grim reminders,
month after month, that when
governance fails, it is ordinary people
who pay the price, with their lives, their
salety, and their dignity.
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erformative privacy in a
surveillance economy

Saad Mahmud

is a Dhaka-based communication researcher and tech
journalist who writes on digital privacy, cybersecurity,
and platform governance.

SAAD MAHMUD

In 2020, I lost my entire online presence.
All my social media accounts were hijacked
through session cookies, and I was locked
out. My accounts and associated pages were
later used to run Vietnamese propaganda
ads. I managed to block all my cards in time,
but the damage was already done. This left me
devastated, embarrassed, and powerless.

Over the past five years, I have become
increasingly conscious of online privacy. I
have undergone a comprehensive security
overhaul of my home network and its devices.
I'm doing all I can to protect myself from
hackers and scammers, but at the same time,
I'm voluntarily sharing a lot of my data with
artificial intelligence models like ChatGPT
and handing over live photos and NID scans
for platform verification. I also rarely mute
my Google Nest speaker. All these habits
often make me wonder if my digital privacy
practices are just performative.

Performative privacy
After some research, I realised I'm not alone.
The idea that people treat privacy more as a
performance than as genuine protection is
not new. A UK government-funded study
conducted in 2022 found that while 77
percent of adults express concerns about
online privacy, only 31 percent actively refuse
marketing cookies when given the choice.
This gap between people’s intentions and
actions is known as the privacy paradox. It
shows us that online privacy is less about
firm principles and more about negotiation,
influenced by convenience and a growing
sense of resignation.

This resignation has a name, too: privacy

Can participatory

cynicism. It’s the sinking belief that no matter
what you do, your data is already out there.
And when you feel powerless, you stop trying.

Cornell Professor Helen Nissenbaum offers
an alternative perspective with her concept of
contextual integrity. She explains that privacy
doesn’t mean keeping everything a secret, but
rather making sure information only moves
in ways that fit the situation. For example,
sharing health details with a doctor makes
sense, but sharing them with an advertiser
does not.

These ideas help define performative
privacy in the digital space. Itis a set of actions
we take that gives us the illusion of being in
control of our data. However, it fails to change
how authorities and big tech use surveillance
systems to exploit said data. Our actions may
demonstrate resistance, but the structures
that influence data flows rarely change.

The illusion of control via compliance

Even the actions we take towards privacy are
rarely what they seem. For example, one of
the preconditions for compliance is the use
of cookie banners. Many countries require
websites to display a banner that prompts
users to give their consent before collecting
data.

However, there are numerous loopholes.
In a critique of California Privacy Rights
Act’s (CPRA) regulations, an article in The
University of Chicago Business Law Review
pointed out that 80.9 percent of cookie-
consent notices contain dark patterns, such
as large “accept” buttons contrasted with
hidden or obscured “reject” options.

In Bangladesh, most websites do not even

Shaikh Afnan Birahim
is a postgraduate student of computing science at the
University of Glasgow, UK.

SHAIKH AFNAN BIRAHIM

Democracy in Bangladesh often feels like
a ritual performed every few years at the
ballot box. Citizens queue to cast votes,
political parties campaign fiercely, and once
the ballots are counted, the machinery of
governance continues at a distance. For
most Dhaka residents, the inner workings
of city governance, primarily how funds are
allocated, remain hidden. The streets are
paved, drains are dug, contracts are awarded,
yet very few citizens know how or why these
priorities were chosen. This distance between
taxpayers and decision-makers erodes trust,
weakens accountability, and fuels a culture of
cynicism.

But democracy can be more than the right
to vote every five years. Across the world, a
new practice is reshaping how cities make
decisions: participatory budgeting (PB). The
idea is simple yet radical: ordinary citizens
directly deliberate and decide how portions
of a city’s budget are spent. What began as
an experiment in Brazil’'s Porto Alegre in
1989 has since spread to more than 7,000
cities worldwide, giving people a real say in
projects—ranging from clean water systems to
playgrounds. In Porto Alegre, slum residents
gained paved roads, schools, and sanitation
because they had a voice in budget allocation.

In Bangladesh, too, at the union parishad
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level, NGOs and international agencies have
supported “open budget sessions” where
villagers could hear about allocations and
suggest priorities. The United Nations has
documented several of these grassroots
experiments, noting that they encourage
dialogue and raise awareness. Yet in practice,
these sessions often fall short of genuine
power-sharing: the budget is still prepared
behind closed doors, with limited capacity for
citizens to redirect spending.

Nowhere is the gap more evident than
in Dhaka. A 2020 study of Dhaka South
City Corporation revealed that 96 percent
of respondents were unaware of the
corporation’s budget, and only four percent
were aware of the corporation’s development
projects. Officials often declined to provide
information proactively, which reinforces
the fact that the city’s finances are a mystery
to ordinary taxpayers. If most residents of
a megacity remain unaware of how public
money is spent, can we truly call this an
inclusive democracy?

Dhaka is uniquely in need of participatory
budgeting because its governance is very
fragmented. Authority is divided between
two city corporations, Rajuk, ministries, and
utility boards, creating overlaps and gaps
that leave citizens with little clarity on who is

bother with California Consumer Privacy
Act (CCPA) or General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR)-style banners. At best,
you get a one-liner: “By using this site, you
accept cookies.” A notable example of its
consequences would be when, earlier this
year, the Election Commission discovered
that five organisations were leaking NID
data. And as Dwight Schrute said, “Identity
theft is not a joke, Jim. Millions of families

leaks your data 300 billion times daily. In
Europe, that number is close to 200 billion.
RTB has been called the biggest data breach
ever recorded. And the worst part is that it’s
ongoing.

This is surveillance capitalism in practice.
Shoshana Zubofl, who coined this term,
warned that no democracy can survive

a model built on manipulating human
behaviour for profit.

suffer every year.”

Surveillance capitalism in action

My experience made me feel like I was robbed.
But what's worse is that we let ourselves be
robbed by Big Tech every day. And most of the
time, we don’t even notice.

Your data is mostly used for targeted
advertising, and the system that runs the
show is called real-time bidding (RTB). Every
time you load a page that shows ads, your
personal data (location, browsing history,
device information, etc) is auctioned off to the
highest bidder in milliseconds.

In the US alone, Google’s ad exchange
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So how do they get away with it? Are there
no laws protecting us from this?

In Europe, the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) is the gold standard for
data protection. Fach Furopean country has
its own regulator that enforces the GDPR.
So far, these regulators have issued over 6
billion pound in penalties. However, Big Tech
continues to evade scrutiny because the
regulators are slow, causing cases to drag
on for years, and fines become just another
operating cost for them. Meanwhile, the
auction keeps running. Thus, the GDPR
has proved that strong privacy laws can be
written, but enforcing them against Big Tech

is an entirely different battle.

Here in Bangladesh, the situation is even
worse. Privacy regulation often reads like a
manual for control, not a charter for citizens’
rights. The infamous Digital Security Act
(DSA) jailed journalists and minors for
Facebook posts. In 2023, it was replaced by
the Cyber Security Act (CSA), a rebrand so
thin that Amnesty called it a repackaged
repression.

Afterwards, the interim government issued
the Personal Data Protection Ordinance
(PDPO), 2025. On paper, it looks promising:
rights for individuals, obligations for
companies. In reality, the draft gives sweeping
exemptions (o government agencies, and
the regulator operates under one of the
ministries. This basically means that the
government gets to police itself.

Towards honest privacy

So, what does non-performative privacy look
like? It’s less about what actions we take and
more about the outcomes we achieve. Using
ad blockers, password managers, and VPNs
will definitely help you in your digital privacy
journey, but they won’t erase the deeper
issue. The systems that trade, profile, and
surveil us are still running underneath. So,
honest privacy starts with being clear-eyed
about the trade-offs. Sometimes you'll hand
over a passport or NID scan to avail a service.
Sometimes you’ll keep a smart speaker in
your home for convenience. The pointisn’t to
pretend these compromises don’t happen;it’s
to make them consciously, rather than as part
of a performance.

And the basics still matter: (i) use strong,
unique passwords for each platform; (ii)
enable two-factor authentication wherever
it is available; (iii) reject the non-essential
cookies; (iv) keep your devices updated; (v)
separate work and personal accounts; and (vi)
use a VPN on public Wi-Fi.

There’s a lot more you can do at a personal
level. But (o truly serve your interests,
you should demand laws that restrain
both corporations and governments from
breaching your privacy and exploiting your
data.

budgeting work in Dhaka?

responsible for what. In such a system, giving
residents a direct role in dec1d1ng even a share
of local budgets could help clarify the process
and make governance feel more tangible,
visible, and accountable.

Participatory budgeting in Dhaka could
start modestly. Imagine if each ward set
aside just one to two percent of its annual
development funds for citizen decision.
Residents could propose projects, deliberate

Dhaka is uniquely in need

of participatory budgeting
because its governance is
very fragmented. Authority
is divided between two

city corporations, Rajuk,
ministries, and utility
boards, creating overlaps
and gaps that leave citizens
with little clarity on who is
responsible for what. In such
a system, giving residents a
direct role in deciding even

a share of local budgets
could help clarify the process
and make governance feel
more tangible, visible, and
accountable.

in local meetings, and cast their votes. In
one neighbourhood, the priority might
be drainage in another, safe pedestrian
crossings; in another, community clinics.
The process could be supported through
hybrid mechanisms: digital platforms and
SMS voting for younger and more connected
residents, combined with ward sabha (public

assemblies) for those without internet access.

However, a significant risk can be elite
capture, where wealthier or better-organised
groups may hijack the process to secure
benefits for themselves. This problem has
been noted in global studies, and recent
research suggests safeguards, such as ranked
voting systems or point-based allocations to
ensure more equitable outcomes. In Dhaka,
such mechanisms could be coupled with
geographic fairness rules, ensuring that
cach ward or cluster receives a minimum
allocation.

Another  obstacle is  bureaucratic
resistance. City officials and councillors may
see participatory budgeting as a threat to
their discretion, or as yet another burden.
Overcoming this requires both political will
and legal backing. The city corporations
would need to institutionalise PB in their
regulations, publish transparent dashboards
showing which projects were voted for and
how much was allocated, and invite citizens
to track whether implementation matches
promises. If the Governance Innovation
Unit, which already promotes public sector
innovation, were to support this experiment,
it could lend crucial legitimacy.

Participation must also be inclusive.
Dhaka’s poor women and marginalised
groups are often excluded from formal
politics. Yet, international practice shows
that participatory budgeting can empower
precisely those groups if designed with
sensitivity.  Gender-responsive  budgeting
is one pathway to ensuring that issues like
sanitation, lighting, and childcare, which
disproportionately  affect women, are
prioritised. Rotating facilitators, translation
for low-literacy participants, and quotas for
representation can all help broaden the range
of voices that get heard.

DOWN
1 Quick kisses

10

If such a pilot were launched in Dhaka,
say, in two wards ol each cily corporation,
the results could be transformative. Citizens
would see that their taxes actually translated
into visible outcomes they chose. Authorities
would face more substantial incentives to
deliver, as projects would be directly linked
to citizen votes. Over time, participatory
budgeting could become embedded in
city culture, just as open budget sessions
have slowly taken root at the village level.
The efficiency of local government, often
questioned in Bangladesh, could be revamped
through this practice of shared power.

The larger point is that democracy cannot
remain a passive spectator sport. Casting
a ballot is essential, but it is not enough to
create trust in institutions. What sustains
democracy is the everyday experience of being
heard and seeing one’s choices reflected
in tangible improvements. For Dhaka, with
more than 20 million residents and countless
infrastructural challenges, the stakes are
high.

The shift from vote to voice will not happen
overnight. It will demand experimentation,
saleguards, and perhaps some failures.
However, dismissing the idea is to resign
ourselves o a city where budgets are drawn
up in secrecy and citizens remain perpetually
in the dark. Participatory budgeting offers
a chance, slight at first but potentially
profound, for Dhaka to show that democracy
can be more than symbolic.

When residents of this city can point to
a new drainage system, a repaired footpath,
or a community library and say, “We chose
this,” democracy will no longer be only
about elections. It will be about everyday
voice, and everyday power. That is a vision
worth striving for.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Aurthohin dedicates ‘Phoenixer
Diary 2’ to A K Ratul

The band NAVEEN ISLAM TOREE
l:evel?)led th?l: Celebrated Bangladeshi rock band
the a. um wi Aurthohin officially announced
officially drop therelease of itsmuch-anticipated
on October 17, album Phoenixer Diary 2 at a
2025, across all press conference held today at
. . Skyfall Rooftop Restaurant in
major s:re?mmg Mohakhali, Dhaka. The event was

p. at on.ns’ organised by Cool Exposure.

including Though the event was delayed
YouTube Music, due to the rain, anticipation ran
Spotify, Apple l}igh when Saidus S:alehin Khaled
Music, Tidal, and Sumon (Bassbaba Sumqn), Mark
buz Don and Ehtesham Ali Moeen
Qo - took the stage to unveil

what they described
as a “darker,
more  dramatic
chapter” in the
band’s musical

journey.
The band
revealed that

the album will
officially drop
on October 17,
2025, across all

major streaming
platforms, including
YouTube Music,

Spotify, Apple Music, Tidal, and
Qobuz. The announcement also
included details of a highly secret
“Listening Party” for Aurthohin’s

Shatabdi Wadud named

dedicated fan community, known
as “Adbhut”, which will take place
on October 10.

Comprising eight tracks, the
album continues the unfinished
story introduced in Phoenixer
Diary 1, which pioneered the
Bangla Nu Rock genre later
recognised by Spotify. While
the first album explored themes
of endurance and rebirth, the
sequel depicts the Phoenix’s
transformation from a symbol
of hope to one of destruction —
consumed by vengeance after

PHOTOS: THABIT AL BASHAR

great loss.

In a statement, Aurthohin
described the album as “darker,
more intense, and musically
richer” than its predecessor.
It features collaborations with
Grammy-nominated  guitarist
Frank Gambale; saxophonist
Bob Franceschini, known for
his work with Mike Stern and
Paul Simon; bassist Bubby Lewis,
who has played with Snoop
Dogg, Stevie Wonder, and Dr
Dre; and Ahnaf, son of frontman
Bassbaba Sumon.

The band dedicated the album
to the Ilate sound engineer
and artiste AK Ratul, whose
contribution to Bangladesh’s
rock music community remains
profound. While talking to The
Daily Star, frontman Bassbaba
Sumon said the team worked
under intense emotion and
urgency to honour him. “We
finished the entire album in only
eight days — pushing ourselves
beyond limits to complete what
Ratul had helped us begin,” he
said. Sumon added that a separate
tribute song for Ratul might be
released later as a standalone track.
He said, “He has been so mixed
with our lives. I wanted to write a
few lines just for him.”

With its international
collaborations and ambitious
production, Phoenixer Diary 2
marks an important evolution
for Bangladeshi rock music,
reaffirming  Aurthohin’s  role
as one of the country’s most
influential rock bands.

Aurthohin  also  extended
gratitude to  Mercedes-Benz
Bangladesh  for sponsorship,

and to Shell, Framework Finance
Limited, Get Set Rock, and Verse
Imagine for their support.

Adnan Al Rajeev’s ‘Ali’ bound

Ministry of Cultural
Affairs to celebrate
Ustad Allauddin
Khan at Lalbagh Fort

The Ministry of Cultural Affairs, in association

with Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,

will

organise a classical music evening today (October
8) at 7 pm at the historic Lalbagh Fort in Old

emperor

Dhaka.

The event
is part of the
ministry’s
ongoing

initiative o

honour legendary
figures who have
significantly
enriched
Bangladesh’s
cultural and artistic
heritage.

The programme
will mark the 163rd
birth  anniversary
of Ustad Allauddin
Khan, the maestro
of classical music,

revered as the music
for his unparalleled

contributions to South Asian classical traditions.

Ustad Allauddin

Khan’s great-grandson,

Ustad Shiraz Ali Khan, will perform on stage,
accompanied by Sri Aarchik Banerjee on tabla.
The event is by invitation only.

AT’S THE HAPS?
Chhader Chhobi

Chhader Chhobi:

for Spain after Cannes honour

Prachyanat Chief Secretary o - st e, T e

Ali, a 15-minute Bangladeshi short directed . . . ﬂ- -
Prachyanat, one of Bangladesh’s most renowned acting specialist and stage by Adnan AlRajeev, has been selected for the 11(1)\V1chn Ci?ﬁfggfz B " ?.EE“E
prominent theatre troupes, has persona Sahana Rahman Sumi official short-film progr amme at the 70th rooftop ~ screening : >
announced its new executive was concurrently appointed as Valladolid International Film Week (Seminci) celebrating

in Spain. The festival runs from October 24
to November 1.

committee for the 2025-27 term. secretary of the Prachyanat

Bangladeshi storytelling. This edition features

At the general meeting School of Acting and Secretary . three acclaimed documentaries by filmmaker and
held on September 24, the of Training. Previously the film earned a Special visual artist Molla Sagar- Siren, Dudh Koyla, and
troupe announced several key Other appointments Mention from the jury in the short-film Dadu. The evening concludes with an intimate

section at the prestigious 78th Cannes
Film Festival, this year. The film represents
a growing trend of international co
production for Bangladeshi shorts, pairing
local storytellers with overseas partners to
reach broader festival audiences.

include Arif Reza Khan as

Finance Secretary, Bin-e Amin

as  Information  Technology

and Communications Secretary,

and Tanji Kun as Production and
Publications Secretary.

appointments o strengthen
its leadership and training
initiatives.

Acclaimed stage and film actor
Shatabdi Wadud was appointed as
the theatre group’s chief secretary, while

conversation exploring his cinematic vision and
creative journey.

Date: Saturday| October 11, 2025

Time: 6:30 pm onwards

Venue: 101 Indira Road

NEWS

Trio win Nobel for revealing quantum

FROM PAGE 16

“This year’s Nobel Prize in Physics
has provided opportunities for
developing the next generation of
quantum  technology, including
quantum cryptography, quantum
computers, and quantum sensors,”
the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences, which awards the prize, said
in a statement.

Quantum computers use
principles of quantum mechanics to
make complex calculations, predict
outcomes and perform analysis that
in some cases could take traditional
computers millions of years.

The field is considered to have
the potential to help solve some of
humanity’s most pressing concerns,
such as tackling climate change. But
it also faces challenges, including
improving the accuracy of its chips,
and timelines for commercially
viable quantum computing remain
disputed.

British-born Clarke is a professor
at the University of California,
Berkeley, in the United States.

Devoret, who was born in France

and was congratulated on X by
French President Emmanuel Macron,
is a professor at Yale University and
the University of California, Santa
Barbara, also in the United States,
where Martinis is also a professor.

Martinis, an American, headed
Google’s Quantum Artificial
Intelligence Lab until 2020. At
Google, Martinis was part of the
research team who in 2019 said they
had achieved “quantum supremacy”,
in which a computer harnessing the
properties of sub-atomic particles did
a far better job of solving a problem
than the world’s most powerful
supercomputer.

Devoret, besides his professorship,
is also the chief scientist of Google
Quantum AL It is the second straight
year that a Nobel has been won by
scientists with Google ties. The 2024
chemistry prize was awarded (o
Demis Hassabis and John Jumper
at Google DeepMind while GeofIrey
Hinton, who worked for Google for
more than a decade, won for physics
the same year.

The Nobel physics prize is awarded

by the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences and includes a prize sum
totalling 11 million Swedish crowns
($1.2 million) that is shared among
the winners if there are several, as is
often the case.

The Nobel Prizes were established
through the will of Alfred Nobel,
who amassed a fortune from his
invention of dynamite. Since 1901,
with occasional interruptions, the
prizes have annually recognised
achievements in science, literature,
and peace. Economics was a later
addition.

Physics was the first category
mentioned in Nobel's will, likely
reflecting the prominence of the
field during his time. Today, the
Nobel Prize in Physics remains widely
regarded as the most prestigious
award in the discipline.

Past winners of the Nobel physics
prize include some of the most
influential figures in the history of
science, such as Albert FEinstein,
Erwin Schrodinger, Max Planck
and Niels Bohr, the latter three all
pioneers of quantum theory.

Relorms failed to address inequality

FROM PAGE 16

Asian country. This inequality is
not just economic; it has led to
state capture by the financial elites
of our respective societies, which
has compromised the nature of
democracy.”

Sobhan went on to accuse the
policymakers and economists, whom
he dubbed the “G-parties”.

“When you talk about inequality,
you talk about social protection,
welfare programmes and inclusive
growth -- but without structural
change. The structural sources
of inequality, injustice, and the
perpetuation of poverty have
completely escaped those of you who
wanted a fairer society.”

Referring to his book “Challenging
the Injustice of Poverty”, Sobhan
said that genuine progress requires
addressing systemic issues such as
unequal access to land, finance and
education that lock millions into low
income traps.

The Global South is now gaining
strength in terms of resources but
domestic inequality threatens (o
undercut that progress.

“The Global South has
reconstructed itself with the capacity

to become the dominant region. But
where we have failed is in addressing
internal distribution. It is now
the North that is retreating from
globalisation into protectionism,
unable to compete with the
dynamism of the South, particularly
Asia.”

Sobhan urged the new generation
of policymakers, researchers and
economists to take up the unfinished
agenda of structural reform.

“This is the world as it is. We made
some contribution to it.”

The state had used its power
to create and reinforce economic
disparities between East and West
Pakistan.

“These were not market-driven
disparities; they were state-driven.
The Pakistani state, while promoting
a strong private sector, had itself
created and patronised that sector.”

Because the private sector was
heavily concentrated among non
Bengalis from West Pakistan, the
result was a systemic transfer of
resources from East to West.

“When we began to address the
implications of the strong state,
the issue of nationalisation came
to the fore, both during Bhutto’s

time in Pakistan and later during
Bangabandhu’s period in Bangladesh.
Our original belief was that the Six
Points, even within a united Pakistan,
would not be enough to change the
structure of disparity,” he added.

Leftist and rightist ideologies
and policies continue to dominate
discourse, said Planning Adviser
Wahiduddin Mahmud.

“But what we have not yet figured
out is how to build a system of
governance. That is the real task
before us. The debates onideology and
policy can come later. Our current
objective is far more fundamental
to ensure a meaningful, effective
and  representative  democratic
transition.”

The interim government wants
to establish strong and independent
state institutions, which will function
under democratic accountability.

Within such a framework, human
rights and citizens’ rights must be
safeguarded and disparities in power
and income among different social
classes must be reduced.

“We seek a democratic system
based on accountability, where
political and economic power are
fairly distributed.”

NCP presses EC for
‘shapla’ symbol

FROM PAGE 16

The letter further expressed hope
that the EC would amend Rule 9(1)
of the Election Conduct Rules, 2008
and allocate one of the following
symbols in favour of NCP: shapla
(water lily), White shapla or Red

shapla.
Ahead of the upcoming 13th
parliamentary election, the EC

increased the number of electoral
symbols from 69 to 115 for
registered parties and independent
candidates.

But “shapla”, due to being the
national emblem of Bangladesh, was
not reserved as an election symbol
under Rule 9(1) of the Election
Conduct Rules, 2008.

When applying for registration on
June 22, the NCP had sought Pen and
Mobile as its party symbol other than
shapla -- which was previously sought
by Mahmudur Rahman Manna’s
Nagorik Oikya.

Then on August 3, the NCP sent
another letter to the EC mentioning
its preference for the shapla, White
shapla and Red shapla symbols.

The EC remained firm.

On September 30, the EC asked
the party to select an alternative
from its reserved list of 50 symbols by
October 7.

Regarding the matter, EC Senior
Secretary Akhtar Ahmed said that
the NCP will not be allocated the
shapla symbol as it is not included
in the EC’s reserved symbol list
and asked the NCP to submit an
alternative proposal.

A final decision would be made
through mutual agreement, he
added.

China PM to visit N
Korea this week

AFP, Beijing

China’s premier will pay an official
visit to North Korea this week, Beijing
said Tuesday, announcing the high-
level diplomatic engagement to the
isolated nuclear state.

Despite periods of strained ties
between China and North Korea over
Pyongyang’s nuclear programme, the
neighbours have maintained a close
relationship in recent years.

Growth outlook brightens

FROM PAGE 1

“The economy has shown resilience,
but this cannot be taken for granted,”
said Jean Pesme, World Bank Division
director for Bangladesh and Bhutan.

Inflation averaged 10 percent during
FY25but has begun to ease as monetary
policy tightened and the taka stabilised
after months of volatility. The local
currency depreciated by 8.7 percent
over the year, boosting exports but
keeping import costs high. The World
Bank expects inflation to moderate (o
5.5 percent by Y27, assuming global
commodity prices remain contained.
LABOUR MARKET WEAKNESS,
POVERTY
The report highlighted a marked
deterioration in  labour  market
conditions. The labour force
participation rate fell from 60.9 percent
10 58.9 percent between 2023 and 2024,
driven by a sharp decline in female
participation -- down 3.1 percentage
points to 38.4 percent.

That decline meant 30 lakh more
working-age people were outside the
labour force, of whom 24 lakh were
women. Total employment dropped
during that period by almost 20 lakh to
6.91 crore.

All major sectors lost jobs, with
services hardest hit (-3.6 percent),
followed by agriculture (-2.1
percent) and industry (-2 percent).
Unemployment rose only marginally
to 3.7 percent, as many discouraged
workers simply stopped looking for
work. The World Bank warned that this
trend “masks deeper labour market
distress,” especially among youth and
women.

Thenational povertyrateisestimated
to have climbed to 21.2 percent in FY25
from 20.5 percent in FY24, “reflecting
the combined impact of slower growth,
high inflation, and deteriorating labour
market conditions”, according to the
report. It forecast that poverty would
case to 19.1 percent by FY26, though
that would still be higher than the 18.7
percent recorded in FY22.

Persistently high inflation eroded
purchasing power across households,
but the impact was sharpest for low
paid workers, whose real wages fell by
almost 2 percent in FY25, the report
said.

“Poverty at the $3 line is projected
to rise to 8.9 percent, pushing about 12
lakh more people into poverty.”

Inequality, however, is expected to
narrow slightly as income pressures
were felt broadly across the distribution.
Migration and remittances provided an
important cushion: with more than

one million people leaving annually,
remittance-receiving households
remained relatively more resilient.

Bangladesh registered its first
current account surplus in eight years
— $149 million in FY25, supported by
robust remittances, which rose by 26.8
percent, and an 8.8 percent increase in
exports led by the garment sector.

However, fiscal pressures intensified.
The budget deficit widened to 4.7
percent of GDP, as revenue collection
weakened to 6.8 percent of GDP, among
the lowest in Asia. Rising subsidies and
debt servicing costs strained public
finances, with public debt climbing to
38 percent of GDP.

The World Bank warned that delayed
reforms in tax policy and energy pricing
-- both part of the IMF programme --
risked undermining debt sustainability
and investor confidence.

Bangladesh’s banking sector is still
under severe strain, the report said, with
non-performing loans reaching 24.1
percent by March 2025 -- the highest
in South Asia. The system-wide capital
adequacy ratio fell to 6.3 percent, well
below the regulatory minimum.

Investor sentiment, it said, remains
cautious. However, the World Bank
expects the pace of reforms to pick up
following the election, provided stability
is restored and policy continuity
ensured.

“With the conclusion of the national
election in FY26 and the resulting
dissipation of political uncertainty,
growth is projected to gain momentum
from FY27 onward,” it said.

LDC GRADUATION

Regarding the forthcoming
graduation from Least Developed
Country (LDC) status in November
2026, the report said it may not
adversely affect export performance
immediately due to the continuation
of preferential tariff rates until 2029
for the European Union, Bangladesh’s
largest export market.

LDC graduation would be an
opportunity to carry out comprehensive
reforms to expand trade, strengthen
private sector competitiveness, and
promote economic diversification.

Policy clarity and accelerated reforms
following the election could support a
faster-than-expected growth rebound,
job creation, and poverty reduction, it
added.

Bangladesh is among South Asian
countries that rank among the least
open to international trade and finance.
The region’s high tariffs protect sectors
where employment opportunities are
shrinking.
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Shipping
Payra Port Authority
Kalapara, Patuakhali- 8650
www.ppa.gov.bd

Memo No.: 18.21.7866.000.000.07.0001.25/12 Dated: 06-Oct-2025

Corrigendum Notice

The Tender Package named ‘‘Supply, installation, testing & commissioning of on-grid solar
system on rooftop of Container Freight Station (CFS), Substation at Payra Port, Patuakhali.”
published on 08/09/2025 is hereby amended as follows:

Serial Topic Informations Previous Dates Corrigendum
Number
o1 Tender Last Selling 07-0ct-2025: 23:00 14-0ct-2025; 23:00
Date and Time
0 Tender Closing and 08-Oct-2025: 11:00 15-0ct-2025: 11:00
Opening Date and Time
06110125
Mohammad Ali
Project Director
Solar power Generation project (BCCT Fund)
GD-2175 Payra Port Authority

FAASTSR AL I
CEIERERICE
e GEsRefm 9tk GbE

www.ntmc.gov.bd o S Y

TR ¥2- BB D0.0000.060,008, 3,603, 3F-5353 wifans

o7 TIETEE sosg THETY

EISIRAREIT]

=18 wEeitery a7 wrewda Ay GRefitfeeds a5 erbm (erBasf) e g s Foare [on waleie saefa Fona aos
#tRa AId T g egw emwt AefEwT el e weena (httpsymtme.teletalk.com.bd som #1%0) sitawm sigaw =40

TR
= S{THE T¥, (IF & @0 (FA Ik fermsiere caraiTe (= T (e
e (=8 (I o, 3o5e He sl AT S
ERIE] FATS A
% o 2 ¢
5 NfE prere oy (@%) | ®) I Ay @d we g g9 AR @ FAEeE e (o]
(THE-5) & siarmw BE;
(A (F9; 9200-35850/- () o] AATEH brewy Bafbe sngciese e sy e o
(92) Fe7CAR T9E wiowe; 93¢
(#f) & sierarg TEfae w8 T,
3l wfers Fegm 0% (42) | W Hge @S LI WHTHE o FOAE0 4 FAAE AqE T et
(TE-30) i =&
FATFCEFA: G o-200d0/-

3| HICAHA FEH A 43¢ AT Sy oea farfee wdred) eerE wee e g
HEAASTALE AR T Al o E
28T 99 & SETEE sose OITHTY M-8 OF W0 90T 20| T HACE oFE afrsieh seearey 9,

A

Ty st dl wdeme Fde ova SeAlE eesiag Jeele e W e
Al
feiamests oy FReieas R RfE-Ree a3 oty @ AuwE RE-ReE o Aurds o o SR 9w,
LR 1eH
v, fafis, geofie (grren ovta) ¢ Cnfs « @t woagaes o Aamifier et g Ba/fea awim 0 g0 A,

o, e fqwiirs ERfEe swrm wedr oyafe age el aifes sam eftes Ao s,

& ey I A mes.

FAI TR,
S FA TGS A (I S ATATE W,
5 weeiEE Ul AT WIEE g 3w AL
® e A @ e e st d ardeoee Biered peng 9 s
o | WIEATAAT o3 NeFr Ada
HEAT Ferg:
(i) Online-g S *# 8 STV (7 TAWH *F7 7Y 6 790 » FCIET 03¢ 4 wfey 7979 5,00 W1,
{iiy Online-s "ras=sa wawT=T (8 =ifiY @ T79: @ S o3¢ 8, 7o ¢.00 wfhen;
fiF w1 e ofEEs|
Faca w4 wigw s 100 KB s =res wigw sweds 60 KB oS o
#ee sy AR wcd oid) fee s fAivw e

ot araa i #3me way 9% $H e )

7 AR BIG /- (TH) FEE Srmascd (316 /- (D) B s aEG w29 79 (0 9% (A1) 9hE wod oy )

TR 8 T

#uw SMS : NTMC <space= User ID far Send #are 23 16222 793
Example: NTMC ABCDEF & send to 16222

Reply
pay fee Type NTMC <space> Yes <space> PIN and send to 16222,

o TP, WA € WS 4T orefaas Aiitn W 999y FHATET FeuSH I STHA A0S T 992 G fArwe
4. Bigiaa "ewm wacd (Applicant’s Copy) =€era Frivs craras s 9= e @il SEd S90S @h) 909H sgEe a0
o ar srgfam wawm Sl w38 srgfag w1 afts s s anerss Aaweg guse I o 49T

5. [t onis FmeeR e A @bt owfE wnprest v ew) o A dios g e - R o serts 1o o wpEe

3, FESIER AEAte Fiee e 4 @ Fued Aefaers faan w0 419 91 A e o gfvws 5 B weme S 9

ap, g T wfEee affe A ww Aa e Rt 9o orbrm (e Fram [, o™ wpm o9 o=
aeyrEs ot He e s Aeert® gadn RR- Ry S a9 #298ie @ 9usrs RS G Hernds e o g9

B, 30 09 yo3s wifac gife Mot RefR o SiEsm o 99a3E SEvasAimg 58 OF AW " 339 9eE () 56

®  offrern wedagee wa® Afny httpsymtme.teletalk.com bd 9% e@R AEE WEWRAT 439 FACT ATAEA| S

T At 7o USER 1D e enfitss Online-a sitawmeie Submit &3 7w ot #4798 92 (3rees) w6 1 SMS a #fwm
%, Online sitaw=eg 2187 #few € (74 cooxe soo pixel) @ w3 (00 coox#¥ ro pixel) #R w3 Fdifss g Upload
4. Online S« *FFs w947 (g 738 739 FHm 395 71, oneg Online-« sn@w=es Submit =29 4wz s
9. #@® Online-a s@wrs wivmeas 93b afen Bbaf «dmt wwsn @ @ domem wgas e 5 s o9 a)e

&, SMS cfavm Foaaf o «frem T o9 Online-« ®@wm+@ (Application Form) asmesma «md s@ v
caretras 214 932 wrww Upload #62 siew=e12 Submit ##=21 seesa s=m g #7867 ¥fawz Application Preview
] A7 weEEea Submit #= w=m 218 User 1D, = w3 wresge «T Applicant’s copy #ie=) @/ Applicant’s
Copy € (1= =41 S5 A1TF T S8 5 (7o FIEysr=sgel H/earen) 0 e AR 1 41 O oA e FAs oE
oA WA SR A W @R AT iR e @ e e % e o ol s S
Applicant’s copy v @R Ar=fEs e afea 9, g9 o9 93¢ Area Ao 49 @ AReeRs Fw® PDF Copy
wrEETedE s 37 3fia o6 3 Aewms 99 5% Applicant’'s copy «f 2% w431 Download 37a wieswst w903
Applicant's copy-cs 9= User ID == om 91 922 User [D === seis w418 e swfers @ oien Teletalk
pre-paid mobile 792 T4 o3 (7D B SMS 373 Hfiw a2 » @ 3w srEem o0 w1 W F 799 soo/- (4397) B
s Teletalk o3 #fim= vrd (en559) s3/- (319) Framie woraemaie Giit 33/~ (99 ) 5191, &6 A2 1 @ 3 ufiF suge
P{id & WiAEe [ 919% qof- () it @ Teletallk 93 36w o1 (Si169g) of- (59) BI1HE SEraswis Gt go/- (g1eE) 5
w3 weHa Ao (pg 3ol afifee afved), oy Prem i) son ore e fF 999 eo)- (s 511 8 Teletalk

fareraretes e, “Online-« SEw= #tm 799 W@ Fa Submit #41 wae «frem & w1t ot «f7 Online =iaw=+a o=

: Applicant's Name, Tk. .......... will be charged as application fee. Your PIN is 12345678. To

8y SMS: NTMC <space> Yes <space> PIN fary Send w4t g3 16222 wsta
Example: NTMC Yes 12345678 and send to 16222,

Reply: Congratulations! Applicant's Name, Payment completed successfully for NTMC Application
for post name xxxxxxxx User ID is (ABCDEF) and Password (XxXxxXxxxx)

5. #reeig o Bae® hitpsw ntme.teletalk.com.bd ewwm srith eae #1fm rards @@= SMS w7 JMCa (44318 e
#1fiwars) IYHEWE wEI 21 Online Sewssts 4190 o9S (=1 (I HA RO AI9EE Tl e T 2 fau
Tz Tl T 5 e, SMS #iw1 932 o1 Pt srnfwens s 79 edE)

% SMS.g =#ffs User ID @32 Password Tr9za 303 swa¥irs e 792, «07a A, 51, <8 ol 59w ¢ gmycres =
T war Aeafre A @it Download «F% #ftq &6 w@ w4l gee 4o Bl sfrem gesdeem 7w a3 58
o o & Fraefae advste S 99 gl sac)

w, =g Teletalk pre-paid =iEs cw o Ao fwafds SMS «w® = sm Fe &w User ID 932 Password
AR FACS AT |

i) User ID =t si#t NTMC<space>Help<space> User <space> User ID & Send to16222
Example: NTMC Help User ABCDEF & Send to 16222

iiy PIN Number = 9t NTMC<space=Help <space> PIN <space> PIN Number & Send to
16222

Example: NTMC Help PIN 12345678& Send to 16222

7, Rufal «fge gee ewbaafqs srans www.ntme.gov.bd 43v =0g s salmmes Reme E n E
stgeel www.mohagovhbd =#st QR Code == a3 =gy GFGwes  wamibmE
(https:yalljobs.teletalk.com.bdmtmc =13t =l o= ww@s nem @ oy «qms I._Jﬂ-
wifi, 7 & HAT T4 WWW.ntme.gov.bd st e 79 e @as SMS @3 s enfiiry e E
1e ]

&, HAELG SR FAS (I A w0 GEhE a9 cdrw 3 w4 alljobs.query@teletalk.com.bd 3ot cstan
T WA BTG (GRTGTER wAAb e 97 @eEE o https:ywww facebook.comyalljobshdteletalk g o a3 s
Gt A A (REE w97 subject-e Organization Name: NTMC, Post Name: Driver & Office
Assistant Applicant’s User 1D ¢ Contact Number =a«7% &y are 509) |

b, fiwmem: A8 snavadas Emaem S @ 00 caredl e o= @, 41 399 SaemeE gus e o) AR 49t 7)) 4%E
ey TV A1 R AT T WU R WO 4 GO A7 ] AR 37 AR Wi g Feeq A%w S99 9 Wi
T A 0, AR o A oAz awaE Fonem a @ ofi arfdfer aifs wa o s el e R wBasE e s
Fa A

81 #1¥= careret wie(E

@l

Wl

a1

A1 T HE (T ) T EFE FrerEsE wre, R 1 S oS 9 e oA 39 A WM W Fa ALEE Al
sfriheT 1fm T o @3¢ 1 e q9rms ST I A T A T SEE ST AN g A S8 o e o
oo Anfem T e FEer ATl I CNEE e vy e sy e grdRede 2ol ool 1 Fenfie
BHTER (24 ol cireGe wEed adE Aunfie) @ife ware o

(#) 7 (o AT o (43) FH APTAS Ao e uf,

(M) = s el (el FAveiE (SRl AT,

(=l ca 3Ry oy B aestmarmy et g e of TERRm et sy et oy il srsttart
SYE FEFRY FIGAGE @eH 24W el wfed e avw aivfaey wee;

) Aferawte S Smsmm wee e g ol Foarem gieaey e (FmsEn) smom s
-9 e e 309 et Few FErE o o e ol resTare b g
() foqe Rawe @i 38 wFs 2.0 w00y O TR TH-3/9- /3003 0y A2 gwie Il gfogs fay
TEeETCEd TP e gfeweygiEam (S 5w,

e
(i) g feans TR ob.ok.yooh SIATHR JRATATE-3/8-0/as/o3/80 F2 AR WAl sonq (UTF Joo0d 1 o9
FHFTA S TS afTEreiae 938 R HeIm FET DT FeimeE gfEe e,

(%) =EEE ofEd @R Afiew TeerE seEn SR @ FEEEE ST EATES] FTAIErTE IR/ FEEeE FE
v o wfEmaem (W3 $18) @3z o8 Frw gifiom oaca AR ey Fifew Aida wde 2w a0 Fentus 7 wifE
FAE A,

() 9w -8 seetvrger Arificea owea we R oo g T o s wifee e we;

(m e oA e o v Wit @ e St enea Aed 3iw G RS @i SR a0 6 S e
& AT AL TR TN S T oe TFTENET AT [ 430 FETRe FH chiEe «@rwE Ty w90 e Fa
EIcH

(&) R el emmeTesE ey sitenmn end Ry guw ofie oitebs afed ade awe sifafie
AR,

(@ wE sl e (e o) 97 Fenfie weEte,

(«) Online-23 {asF® araweras # (Applicant’s Copy);

B ereeerag =,

AR & WA (S Ty gy =i gfecma o Trrei s 5ol affie dafeadi o vl foem ot
sfifdet wife o1 a0 =TS %A 0 I (161 et WiT gz 5E An

Tofere, araefas (grame ovce) & cifEe «@mm s www. ntme.gov.bd <22 www.moha.gov.bd stwai2s gam
7l 09| G o i S (ST Cuvn) B STHTSTE T AT AT R o 3 2R A1) i «fee ereea?
e o e sl (emreT owrn) sreEeE e A9 g

Boira Brme w1 Tl O (1 e R e v enfags e [E-Rae dnrer s

* % (48 WA @ AR WA FTAT A IR QTS AT T T WAL W AR @ S [ s FAre s (e )

refirey.
fareie coele Bevara wEaw B2, S3fbafs, sewsfabh, Punf
AfapTerr
wrtemre GEfefnean wefae o

GD-216%




1 2 %ﬂ%‘%yﬁljBTESDAY OCTOBERS, 2025, ASHWIN 23, 1432 BS ADVERTISEMENT
"ewe R e
sefEear TS AP T T | o e e e s e e e e e | O bi "
e @ fgfie EDES 013620 054784 015129 026667 0ATSTb 063021 137908 47450 049144 083510
041409 039725 015128 125803 054115 013967 007096 052210 080986 017057
g AWEq # tg 090236 047479 020614 014449 OA1ARS 0B3121 024755 OATSRY 034969 129879
5 012144 042976 000052 031013 003661 00484 085775 083581 035285 021745
fof7 135, Tt BIA-30R | 5 8 | 048850 024062 006428 043018 079453 123827 001128 0B002 137646 0Bgns | Y1 (e FeTe
’ ’ g b | 056553 033787 001043 036238 006581 034456 013310 001113 034746 082929 | Zysierste, bt
i 088537 113426 083340 008974 031682 042842 015813 003333 057292 022433
e T R AT R 90T R 203¢/5¢ 30 Bffd-09-30-303¢ . n 062162 021326 006141 014318 078592 130167 051654 011679 016155 074575
069633 046728 057352 022999 028328 013992 123942 018000 066247 100678
100276 030740 086142 129912 113409 085649 034312 054263 108094 100510
e 29 fafian oRwi-xo0¢-a e fefee et fifem o Rfesy oo afireing s ocwe (o 012513 034958 125941 070227 025143 017085 150471 070315 120096 113832
R T e T 018962 020199 082889 039326 025184 111191 127141 047903 025837 058564
e e et g | 058115 063916 041598 004339 019792 036275 085542 008724 126221 036811
113235 158535 054236 011485 057858 034966 122365 129100 056399 093390
a3 T weod & ST TR0OE (¥, 999 et odwl-200¢-47 TR fefre e fifem wié 005728 093133 056306 034065 003560 015176 003257 056548 084658 001069 | VT CRIETRT Ferrer
4 fafeq o fiwere WA el g oA o s S ey sfen e siie R e 125450 024136 084132 063619 101309 120175 055264 087494 113664 121591 | ZFpoirater, wia |
B b 130236 045371 071945 158118 056566 036398 033632 033825 035236 022084
i 055640 124831 061086 031879 037861 032571 111816 106173 087176 104512
= T 062271 113211 045445 122048 034928 047943 092526 085543 070461 005405
Jg;ﬁ o 957 fafam R wree fefire wfie o e endiom e e W . 102064 143628 126860 112041 069663 072313 120615 016069 041147 126728
L 087047 048358 006717 044099 090444 108066 051619 027198 106404 003323
033648 090756 054100 053185 052252 044557 111113 014761 041581 012539 105685 030777 126972 056027 063565 075411 033136 056514 054292 (54243
083412 061103 042974 089961 067232 051694 090138 041939 093384 047917 011862 016059 120330 054276 046598 046724 061228 060190 055402 016721
013054 044536 053323 054067 041481 010660 106176 054074 045106 052277 058284 058774 001844 002522 047605 114862 045747 022529 082822 026474 me
016271 033666 036939 036803 016206 008539 081802 000850 056010 041544 - 037099 012015 129076 052011 063747 024726 033955 046363 069628 000893 e —
046659 012935 122587 043658 085829 054043 067408 042797 015964 111927 T 056897 015539 087247 036209 102969 023346 053684 053182 042623 048183 | oo ©
ggig;; Eii? gfgggg gggg;g gigg“nf g;ﬁ;? ﬁgg;g g;;g gj;fg; 333‘;2? TS, B | 000588 006607 106240 074461 021238 103264 016392 055049 055081 087305 | TFTPITI, BT
O SE1 16, Teso AT GHias. BAvme A0nded Bk 5k 1A iewes 041416 015223 058085 010739 031218 012187 005789 129757 055084 041224
AN Sy, LIS0T #2alo TS (48 AASRTL. HEASE b e il et 032205 082528 081753 085995 093759 052270 004939 016755 069670 064087
024719 053514 063682 010798 056086 056211 057306 030860 020857 053065 B M Vil
103161 014774 055078 031225 137754 022035 086667 103565 036321 053297
?;gig; gggf‘” 020348 100516 036359 037977 000872 048350 047200 041031 036127 062547 020550 033044 090896 087478 031800 014215 019340 000568 | B cranarit cafica
88 005727 075017 045638 083997 031088 053585 034946 014329 | 714 Hferagr (Rfsvere
026573 130303 067304 054073 022178 114865 125311 039134 057285 039112 g
Q17273 062500 DAU233 024760 036505 054360 0AAS27 (43645 O4EATS OSTORT | apremy o iy 039268 086157 007251 124657 090816 111629 074147 063982 062304 100505 | o X1 Horh CIUrdIet
000570 046965 083523 039162 014542 089600 041539 123174 026871 031332 w2 5
- 019917 058455 130500 150006 007586 125049 028321 057265 006160 036070 | W13, BTl
024330 040753 013898 000962 002236 002510 054050 024746 051508 039258 | TFTPTSH, BIFT |
057264 032651 107969 079316 063957 083330 081168 040964 026000 126573
045344 036813 086096 103219 086838 049081 057775 045908 089487 121048
075330 055086 042370 022297 062305 156072 121988 064577 028320 028329
027091 016270 057348 021034 031769 000556 000404 000667 044860 013351
111875 047106 022399 126408 06140 011863 130555 033207 109488 051657 014391 143624 060448 038670 013542 105451 045421 114859 045020 045412
055538 104728 064045 045709 037540 103318 024714 037449 042097 045019
000558 034992 053249 044511 008701 058338 022171 022180 084421 074883 045017 015940 109138 065377 047755 032766 109719 141177 061513 060022
039702 034923 129341 003957 076051 020507 034921 080945 006613 056535 130080 078065 156257 124842 042817 070732 054212 035108 043138 035045 |wydy wrart BAHMH00 @
056690 039224 028898 130129 013750 063361 000391 052804 023020 06257 1
055130 028330 054215 032523 045427 052431 010752 002289 129114 036170 .
071707 127310 045704 043534 031758 013693 039767 011044 035717 056606 | & Argasi (Wforew 085812 111368 005261 063247 020447 054208 073977 102012 150399 053640 RIS, (TR 291,
002020 058584 035227 033639 026182 123829 067654 058539 040391 002573 TG YOI, (AT 082108 126231 057268 005803 020540 034944 048433 045025 021681 086233 |GTaTI
000448 073880 079391 019700 003650 076531 062045 025743 05763 08481 | T, BT 056531 120526 014283 102146 102205 108294 038596 003652 072489 035353
055318 003089 073745 030733 013192 078895 033618 034188 064430 007673 &
143817 051615 102110 051350 011832 066156 106836 107355 045035 045618 124720 026000 U760 100740 G706 DoA468 K70 D31500 k31 D403
g 084766 138405 073075 053300 087742 057270 012281 039121 030301 150806
024670 084053 018927 048302 019302 006647 044522 012488 003256 047954 3 8 044819 063556 031158 048233 035043 013897 002249 086596 (049831 053133
051630 012163 031286 056941 047985 054285 046409 030215 053140 004214 § » | 042rSt 069505 00795 054046 02337 058546 062336 042469 081186 000451
| 005771 050480 036344 034501 031716 034976 014773 039170 016687 106700 A 032653 062946 057280 043113 024716 040640 061435 026186 115360 062392 | w1y farwe) fifirey ¢
o/ 019577 031784 024647 052267 012510 129052 061848 025046 034251 047393 |wrdry Tt BRI @ 9 024749 012153 037756 015982 120180 053792 054213 111662 035321 053186
i 003925 085132 011344 048919 038085 056532 001862 065992 142772 013969 ‘ A 065841 105050 038824 091405 05T274 002193 DBSIT2 4957 18318 0175ed | Soc ) 2o,
& IO, (TN 71,
N 071863 045796 080856 128637 054268 026483 014704 053629 011873 122371 003302 124390 021230 052125 129983 008080 024713 048988 120409 100889 | (PRI 11, BTl
0 O | 063551 027757 051689 052279 052278 055300 091325 024983 012330 000585 | 011!
8 s Gt tams (aris ety v st ey Sy i 024712 056815 004051 092500 112228 047698 058798 081936 056692 006741
4 b 5 532 011586 110352 155708 152832 052150 056006 109190 054206 158537 090992
f E i e T e e B e, LT 082043 153570 060212 121749 063931 057391 120024 048093 034069 015742
n 024752 106128 100600 071000 015282 085047 054204 034997 075863 048178
031715 029726 066971 050433 043718 091926 034996 028962 016413 041410 023680 087079 027954 030046 071557 031383 051070 005794 025551 062337
041417 080514 089342 020219 012278 054756 050772 059001 086909 061919 060646 052028 111659 100351 120586 143673 066673 021149 124070 152979
022143 054080 024993 102773 054029 031787 033638 042969 014464 015616 087790 072418 075666 052030 068941 111635 101516 059891 102676 082791 | W& W g
036566 014445 045766 054045 054041 014413 018684 010753 013934 053187 | WMy forweh foferremt 4% 039053 135191 122686 000701 010749 025770 047536 053019 058455 070010 | y-retiar s rvrrr
03490 042975 041437 111694 000569 110248 048668 067201 082011 041438 | worererdh wrsotrores - 054251 076973 153726 140971 122138 123825 051262 074265 047130 040503 '
084482 058565 090721 017461 030493 011031 032065 047320 012373 034947 1 ’ 039837 031047 106654 067452 000669 090883 100835 143320 002749 114862 | CATRRISH g, Gl
001366 056657 045722 101303 034934 040345 063392 042996 012571 035235 | CFCRRIREH R, BT 039181 020048 054176 092062 054018 056461 039324 035123 087206 00649t
041425 036574 038860 044520 052269 089976 055837 153918 067256 043109 086778 064851 056567 067267 067260 034427 006070 005998 003917 048601
015840 052307 012143 054111 003674 008330 022147 067857 043031 047967 080851 123043 015263 127227 002039 121631 022110 064784 026520 043889
016746 054017 031759 001618 019799 047913 052284 001871 012832 012527 093702 093114 043961 000042 042835 047723 070286 038127 058259 054240
025614 041394 053683 020819 023451 071223 045645 068852 027200 051856 042932 017521 039972 092943 071273 062467 002678 046808 012355 122296
001758 060926 054258 103811 103904 086664 014136 052285 015036 057266 | 015042 028108 060186 031347 065215 086625 015541 092325 019351 014820 | rdhy wrdrofia
031930 011244 024473 018625 014412 052656 042782 039171 042431 047911 120825 040695 130031 059981 057562 123794 040196 048506 056805 056054 '
006390 102546 084034 089743 044558 086159 017833 063973 125508 087009 | WM WA Ty 026860 049382 046881 042081 086278 057090 080056 046718 04g338 110176 | TPPIEI @ P
030771 067652 075200 001630 005306 2444 067230 010725 007643 Q07254 | y-cuies & omers 047798 024113 127291 113859 010415 04858 128754 141303 060365 003920 | efsbte (B, Tevameat
018520 108707 052857 053263 024788 038190 034516 083025 000711 025301 105424 120704 028333 041129 101635 084533 091539 066704 029030 003919
065681 091912 033887 082821 026013 017080 019978 114860 041395 065668 | CITAILA 73, BIa¥l| 026071 003918 057278 071872 034656 123698 026113 124798 036726 056105 | "1 U101
001848 057880 031041 003437 013503 052253 090597 088224 056765 033652 074203 104007 056052 128977 034737 060363 005862 111620 016171 052009
019370 034220 000635 035701 024747 000891 031777 053278 091072 017457 032882 044030 082572 001450 055180 047848 047663 052384 129376 004306
001826 029082 054088 015901 032654 01259 035584 033967 015289 016656 000524 036241 024382 040177 090804 025444 049211 011398 033833 000080
069877 036607 032794 (12294 058586 029265 047752 034790 036807 000263 015284 047623 011905 012123 013925 036900 083936 037764 039639 044328
056071 014361 025349 002722 089611 115284 033277 040761 048910 056828 014379 129431 024425 031043 033090 033795 004386 000888 025445 089613
093704 129221 003939 007000 052024 060110 040392 013969 058451 1538% | wndy wrraeafioe 120685 039382 031420 055002 011267 014435 054061 030289 052243 012608 | ety 7% 1Y FAMBHEs
029168 046856 035325 079571 086508 068717 067240 139018 079250 142626 000183 120343 048264 003600 053802 000990 001053 062280 045140 034122 e
048097 044523 005604 003940 051782 021862 047765 045284 00509 012496 | TPPATOIRY 8 ALTHH 003603 007954 041774 016294 052247 086164 122760 121857 015057 052244 | © X1 Mo WAl
069845 035422 024372 048320 055777 063383 063537 017003 013409 000445 | sifste, CorTaIeat A1, 036239 130188 046533 047635 003780 121519 043998 008891 021199 123917 | TI&F|
055733 044845 051351 063488 082342 021139 090487 115060 056538 090148 | Lo 125608 054248 046048 010479 129519 120334 107113 033758 025449 000602
057401 077748 020310 085009 037533 033712 003337 024022 030890 038922 031808 082918 031114 043680 046782 027258 046605 052149 006485 121895
035071 063484 062677 092073 006896 082335 016052 081045 003787 044530 031872 039861 013201 013410 004075 053402 124603 130190 122135 (41561
093703 004534 051412 008908 048442 060580 064735 070906 015433 083231 046351 023188 042579 086221 013888 004749 093210 004167 011904 031171
040397 104070 000483 090484 057732 028120 002299 050819 031888 007300 015164 046608 082352 003203 110877 036863 017462 082133 014484 003779
028870 056649 015206 034741 101613 058005 013609 040204 046554 014527 027726 038140 050872 043946 004311 036967 150854 021523 045127 053246
067854 053001 045072 056539 016153 005937 092573 (45082 143196 047332 017158 122147 015325 051894 085034 016203 129335 015959 030300 008972 - —
013719 020510 038647 024002 045076 006249 082127 035070 036215 011202 055684 015408 04329 03B414 055514 05350 0RZ8BD 051468 032417 15142 | T GO
069191 071924 059614 056560 030625 032003 048204 108251 015784 055613 H’I@Wﬂﬂﬂ‘.’mﬂw @ 050871 003243 090879 014680 130258 127991 013837 085332 023107 014149 THATEIE, G
004300 017839 028805 024053 092610 012559 068869 002600 005508 012558 AT, W‘iﬁ.ﬁml 036896 047443 034310 015960 001319 020919 001592 130438 040029 003948
016836 015247 038052 047617 102295 082909 035967 092055 025028 083002 Egéigg Egg;g: gggggg ggggﬁ Siii’i?. ?gg;?? gﬁ;ﬁf mﬁg E}ggig? g’figﬁg
038432 079568 024950 004676 012629 059688 008431 044830 089595 018088 |
138621 080839 024020 103226 048341 05570 045083 055122 156317 044399 %0 ool QU TS0 (0E0) OILASY 07 TRRoN) DAl DATO)
030630 006472 051916 017718 038792 043532 056541 035092 031666 078563 See page-13




ADVERTISEMENT

DHAKA WEDNESDAY OCTOBERS, 2025, ASHWIN 23, 1432 BS

@he Baily Star 13

From page-12

g R
wied @ Ty

23 e sy v fefere wefie o fidfoe endioms R e

Yy R WU Q6T

S8-do-303@ 22

HETET b wo "9foasT

101657 018916 110251 101068 000807 033569 035423 003687 019453 053687
002173 061503 091009 023117 068653 052236 130501 042443 028297 000352
090395 026610 021650 000664 077802 066746 005939 005378 031969 023517
121573 128104 039608 103336 079179 000886 028574 021821 003947 045104
008040 071199 000840 081615 037321 056844 124494 001922 033888 047035
010392 008212 016676 004464 033713 062800 030298 017445 043916 084229
054355 036696 020791 061208 045008 024165 090541 035279 041966 125602
053890 015962 127438 035570 027242 001541 111276 022545 028701 093113
038386 092944 012762 045092 004652 046769 020115 020439 126561 081785
020755 005501 069908 103716 053975 120991 081077 054836 047151 043997

Bt (aferaee e
IO, 19 |

043267 093275 035708 015269 013423 005516 007858 080392 045268 114828
112278 024426 046068 011087 032730 014714 012553 035911 027290 015565
069586 010572 052248 052694 002170 037826 130399 044057 060443 123698
121008 016577 037563 120320 125777 003212 016214 083249 056620 014768
052448 057421 015630 047079 074262 127513 040611 005764 026280 018186
074563 124987 120399 036272 033804 008234 150540 008559 010965 045947
129844 056521 025448 045711 024369 012555 011191 089483 157263 030513
044389 013753 063771 056416 003726 016919 014093 064086 130494 082591
084732 008644 011672 003601 129411 038011 053776 092585 076184 044204
002871 029015 123707 037272 059650 028607 015429 100675 008160 077326

R T afere
7 ¢ T e,
BidT | |

007541 082899 090388 075105 (B4755 044000 070899 018143 042643 063959
062353 039366 023871 044835 087741 041436 017448 122654 043497 005762
048203 120656 059883 038351 040051 033126 000072 027998 016298 033667
045215 155142 090765 068152 037847 088961 003443 011495 032900 049300
057805 025415 036283 124165 071036 036214 036122 032835 130081 017444
102807 004027 019236 008726 005763 054059 129354 062393 128713 084501
013981 006714 048523 008277 017446 037690 035428 034943 125444 090645
020586 007932 029674 003454 043280 049486 009084 027188 037271 017447

061141 127600 123591 125325 106393 002399 046709 039828 125105 029314

034226 042791 051745 080935 059311 056424 033866 084063 053606 082076

" (RIERGTH
TSI, TR 7,
el

033087 121615 034363 022700 036594 006172 105078 041847 111846 058575
020803 120143 138756 044013 079973 087465 037802 008146 126195 018718
157580 092561 087580 088029 013052 106778 105513 053126 035941 012262
048403 015028 000889 043993 111155 038105 082670 009407 087334 129257
124094 083135 037685 089488 004293 055093 046208 061252 021346 055383
051876 093373 110591 025451 073759 045093 057220 032144 156114 155408
112274 055353 036304 020357 121248 022477 037808 130185 125116 059979
092902 082012 093663 114870 065329 055755 008111 081206 016295 143381
060657 035276 052509 130439 109897 121975 005546 083187 047125 029936
054475 090225 012998 080304 057221 041927 032585 052235 125978 002622

T AN TBen ¢

128594 063612 034050 000552 001498 004417 056655 013386 011887 077327
038839 066601 039312 078729 023038 022581 077440 157694 (026504 070612
022960 049115 085502 036617 052520 039718 043827 075851 036243 130204
014124 040332 023677 058576 153231 001816 004289 049669 017496 027779
042378 025577 040769 034882 006711 014899 043999 027010 103070 073776
065576 125243 008137 028995 036591 041964 128454 053925 021115 016145
114837 039487 021227 100970 088985 026576 000081 031234 054328 069283
005714 130392 010517 088929 017794 111321 050556 090985 106814 067245
111853 047780 055690 004538 002977 053706 085311 032472 008533 035747
001425 002409 126388 033102 065432 155826 040473 010692 011707 125405

wTor e fefare %

TS TR,
(TR 79, BTt

029356 027711 030679 111987 107801 017742 044200 0932688 128797 046752
128991 057516 120470 038722 022457 081230 128532 001434 082021 111053
082564 111649 123731 071167 126886 002314 087437 050723 157917 007626
037876 002806 084587 023050 017482 054253 075720 138123 009014 083770
113382 002715 040327 031578 049178 046000 083103 112471 102104 150232
018929 066748 021751 108490 048981 011843 083277 051388 040262 006677
020891 016322 034089 001342 057773 106148 082042 151433 066139 043908
066696 071136 059643 050460 033521 155198 037617 000131 057843 052003
007658 083944 004917 044227 056516 052245 042379 090731 008291 009118
156159 079010 039696 052237 083912 113030 062262 040250 120027 080349

B WO T
HHE @ Teers,
(TR 3, G

060648 019770 155035 007761 086789 000353 150338 040913 048182 005189
070800 023588 001927 093309 043968 109468 111519 091867 014811 060478
016682 121737 026583 108750 037416 023235 025133 052151 065543 020039
137214 041177 009017 037634 035667 126884 059469 125961 051056 088470
035057 014048 152563 008309 033550 032955 090352 127501 063660 043996
006914 044502 152511 019743 041391 040524 092618 125098 136789 041808
151153 000378 052697 030969 013442 029632 054001 044581 048236 044749
084253 035261 092021 126062 058907 156053 078454 103138 139969 033214
009117 043914 073000 112094 053113 035599 021171 155242 049167 038060
003854 064018 057299 104200 073798 003591 022183 040676 005936 050362

s wrdefes

AT ¢
eferm (for), T

TRE T, B9 |

028823 122873 107733 037814 048966 034817 020410 029133 008236 087533
126501 040398 101434 029447 157759 135516 002568 031415 024634 125666
030557 103875 113789 034562 007756 006904 061434 027461 008550 002089
014526 044847 085013 036056 062395 047700 035922 008916 157844 084330
152651 050469 084910 030690 049712 024234 106212 126927 062331 017118
140506 120567 046350 065357 102528 065380 009509 025476 065443 082438
049565 128919 054252 140077 135641 069227 053686 136893 057241 065368
024464 006586 051480 057235 101022 073394 005021 034726 100755 040141
101856 027944 036303 102645 077016 090864 048136 034097 001912 040328
033587 011622 135291 029672 075430 125927 058816 104173 029628 110235

ey 7% iy Thes |

o TIEE, TN, |
DIt |

043591 092004 025829 044681 053121 050046 082735 089653 033511 111648
051510 002672 045619 021873 026625 053314 031183 013972 010003 032843
077025 021042 057484 057735 156140 086699 000750 086686 053751 061125
150281 142134 059976 157599 087558 016247 083618 061626 000223 028318

079659 (79726 013752 036184 017050 076776 110162 077495 112746 156468

025570 0226820 151425 085314 000112 072156 013304 068805 042712 036605
002983 000788 139479 156065 026979 079983 017875 049899 034488 021201
101906 055403 007805 124188 031288 050459 019540 025230 026241 059861
064744 024694 137888 068675 001819 067847 051898 010662 003548 046872
015726 079975 034273 021364 067778 033449 034835 084862 120102 008300

buafeivce R
AATOT, 513 |

S@-d>o-3o0%a 3=

HFET b.oo 9SioET

158238 020005 016717 068028 058174 037492 025237 023499 025566 005838
014976 038523 032752 016913 056899 030055 046031 078131 085492 006812
061143 080342 057353 155893 082841 032422 043269 085370 046240 048425
060025 088406 034863 061119 005832 045569 089165 075756 087365 003720
031792 047686 150779 083747 042629 001381 024987 085955 124450 000332
155905 152409 045030 126479 001818 023857 057238 065890 093427 020585
077182 086416 044142 031873 093344 055369 101116 056725 065142 050830
046526 150906 114838 077480 002095 003111 019010 127581 081068 063398
127807 092043 088322 044580 000590 015385 075096 051754 151267 060830
079950 058300 011109 005379 061116 114197 020046 114350 022316 155014

w1t (aferem TS
A, B |

B §

33w e ety e fefere i e e e caférder e

Ty "R SOS 26
il

3@-do-203¢T2

HEE oo 'EIEBEF'I

101105 041204 086048 018065 157881 028472 043856 067690 107478 065193
034530 080159 075502 063581 087659 007663 122426 018019 079956 157527
015820 028334 017892 084099 122733 088936 043358 031951 064570 001273
062369 040145 083708 127732 152837 138368 057845 087985 032453 070278
089015 091938 060351 054950 017481 057736 150328 152631 065945 033247
153481 010330 017945 065032 051716 017307 056647 009488 003627 109700
1 052597 114882 006615 034278 007336 027494 006176 090875 075234 026713
070317 035959 050425 110750 108207 029221 080400 050721 123788 085501
027144 072135 055026 021537 031767 023839 020484 018549 053127 075377
040359 063118 060329 049397 037029 113010 139185 028706 085474 088927

AR e cufere
a0 o BT
QHAATET, B |

086118 053702 033629 101337 042424 070897 029267 026914 158356 040580
087735 114730 050471 036204 140973 127419 083314 108281 087221 008832
020008 091174 048407 050770 024989 034898 120957 066537 108182 075453
157160 043760 068669 024304 030324 050528 019882 057225 026469 036116
004750 085302 014562 120479 085911 027770 102618 023416 006852 092296
138799 050746 034684 021226 138007 009291 022072 063579 126232 035943
070891 157116 080223 101845 086196 070296 005444 008524 072037 007427
040010 021156 007479 073333 031195 090362 023070 061115 030040 121088
073514 023032 078863 007084 018314 019611 030060 001233 017443 005035
028865 077682 018521 038653 012931 024205 044582 025277 039254 015896

%3 (TGl
FAPETE, TATIaNE i,
13T |

113625 018732 127373 079645 071398 155433 049323 011418 043170 059513
050577 050822 067238 120544 051111 138330 092008 045759 021457 053953
026545 027346 052367 108758 048659 006025 034856 049634 102843 050475
107705 018448 079647 013041 120575 091871 057226 039085 007787 127745
016565 137962 027288 039650 155248 057222 005860 127311 101701 054053
086413 089014 053526 063998 080779 013982 050882 061408 158041 023449
| 054249 028847 090679 017494 008231 087797 050477 043417 034725 068720
071711 017495 050554 074522 091211 010411 022152 110456 045591 044073
019830 003604 092727 004956 071909 140602 027476 026419 157071 104669
100797 087014 120520 156774 040824 140980 136756 066433 006705 006731

FIO FAE IARHES 6
QAT PATERA] 7,

077673 052167 008285 143602 100087 033398 020694 053605 101480 015927
061570 043395 007746 003544 005960 050769 040331 106007 070894 042203
032536 006335 074514 061763 030274 151056 025446 021454 040678 007368
076282 049696 022591 067219 057224 050744 114523 023934 009019 012199
022328 050703 029437 082066 085422 035923 081800 026870 048927 050722
027906 077524 103233 059024 080103 088373 006980 008156 085709 014378
142048 Q71721 054250 126346 043092 010644 081934 114009 067387 007688
076789 058607 100206 050705 060480 033920 003039 012406 061120 137034
042929 011844 010671 109987 052699 078223 023962 028335 009763 042386
| 032370 108397 021200 057234 053468 051484 050743 017876 027466 023125

wrom e foferes 4%
P ZRTeE,
(RIS 79, BTl

' 064707 017915 075367 088448 004569 006232 007395 012974 051755 088409

156559 040762 037654 074501 010192 054849 054297 080636 023768 076117
| 050717 079867 138526 074932 043903 030373 053653 121024 128551 075273
1 010708 024734 080500 069830 076910 030443 007483 157152 029485 070184
| 010827 106493 015586 087516 042886 076747 156064 054006 061457 050195
| 031456 157472 157516 057242 073359 086515 050476 050777 057412 017426
| 085814 050778 079628 130292 053619 050465 028968 100123 017861 068664
073707 009726 073962 077776 066339 079683 011660 138452 152026 044694
123726 072802 (79540 009623 074390 113171 022153 061641 045834 079269
051763 068854 050474 156747 022474 076361 006499 073576 027729 073346

GO WAHE A
TS ¢ e,
(TS A7, 511

042717 084055 017493 007671 068761 104601 019392 087961 027004 079201
081252 024916 077562 067237 034635 068930 060097 050365 071469 026039
050730 054583 109735 053755 087260 086175 074943 020516 064009 003139
050715 046640 079988 006849 125769 040399 073964 006421 016130 007406
083867 074526 014407 058562 039102 055548 054283 091551 018343 122295
010435 068603 063636 089037 014605 087730 044446 039730 008592 082370
006334 084752 020367 112683 055769 043045 018420 032709 041923 124184
003984 010633 038930 035006 022006 034951 031150 016045 051042 016516
083553 031740 014487 090898 006302 030905 089137 127934 071188 000458
034766 120270 110180 121319 072421 070556 067805 045457 054805 033508

e wrdrefee
AN @
afewm (FR), T
T, 574 |

004463 042435 073998 049642 010764 049643 021241 056135 026168 124195
111389 011818 026706 039159 124466 062075 028597 025421 042371 035161
139805 032657 029185 026311 032212 075868 028293 141427 007430 021993
033074 075196 036793 065052 049644 024591 032694 043067 071173 043009
122459 007961 010766 038560 093032 027402 016123 027184 041445 043057
114889 011140 045327 064170 012548 027300 082313 035073 138582 003347
060419 035801 075289 045389 086849 001081 042493 111843 003935 044637
046876 061267 122527 014837 028417 027490 004886 031665 008538 043010
043229 122241 011006 003388 008303 029285 045084 129561 003945 115004
090759 048192 014431 044301 007109 016427 082446 086770 025646 003248

wrerg T 1Y ABHEs
@ RO, TR,
DI |

044909 003266 103028 080738 064332 071432 027851 028864 012141 033938
085554 000586 074566 013210 032130 049645 068329 058725 031196 043381
| 052085 085839 100800 011710 000727 033922 031797 071175 032015 033586
151296 018897 092782 041813 060028 040411 027356 049629 049635 002489
070403 005322 114853 126524 060183 037966 057201 082694 020229 049632
054371 084248 121793 000045 041183 003822 027554 054981 120281 050494
061211 086824 030861 017460 066684 067791

T (ferea e
TSI, OIT |

3| i e fas-
%) Ay 13 & 797 qo(er) 1 .13 GO ST (388300N) THTTH QAT TF/AA 1e% el 1
(@ (@3 FE T ARG, A RveR, Ty o1 [, Ay o A e e, o ww i o

T 3 43¢ Mg o8 ) (RGTe (RT3 T o 4w e W o)~ DY (AR o wie Ao 4
%) (v oy (xfiren s omfire 7 (f e waefis o1 oo (o) i sy foaffe g oRmn o7 1
softe weefi Ay ora ofe e e 7 a3 AR Rl Jrew (+fires sfem 3¢e wive 78

W

) CBC ii) FBS/RBS i) Urine R/E iv) HBsAg v) VDRL vi)HIV  vii) CXR{P/A view) viil) Blood grouping & Rh typing
ix) Ophthalmological test x) ECG xi) Urine for Dope test.

) P 797 og ffFfimIat o8 WRPRR e Y S T |

GD-2171

(22202 ¢
(B1: W (RIBW (RTe THAF SIEAH)
T (TetTem o (g TR)

Y Wi,

, DT |

Email: directorhospital @1d.dghs. gov.bd
(O : o3-0tobaito T M-03-fEobade)




DHAKA WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 8, 2025
ASHWIN 23, 1432 BS

@he Baily Star

LAW & OUR RIGHTS

One major
roadblock is

the reluctance
among police
officers to go by
new protocols
on arrests,

often due to
retrenched
habits or fear

of increased
scrutiny.
Furthermore,
the significant
lack of
comprehensive
training on these
procedures
means many
officers may

be unaware

of their legal
obligations. On
the other hand,
insufficient
awareness
among citizens
about their
rights during
arrest further
weakens the
reform’s impact,
as arrestees may
not be aware of
what protections
they are entitled
to.

CYNTHIA KARIM

Bangladesh has recently introduced section
46A to the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
1898, a reform aimed at ensuring transparency,
accountability, and fundamental fairness
during the process of arrest. In a country like
Bangladesh, where allegations of arbitrary
detention and custodial abuse are fairly
and disturbingly common, this amendment
could mark the dawn of change. The High
Court Division (HCD), in Bangladesh Legal
Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) v Bangladesh
(2003) issued 15 concrete directives, such as
mandating disclosure of arresting officers’
identity, prompt medical examination, access
to legal representation, and timely family
notification to align arrest and remand
practices with constitutional and international
human rights standards. Consequently, these
safeguards were codified into law via the Code
of Criminal Procedure (Second Amendment)
Ordinance, 2025 on 10 August 2025, when it
was officially gazetted.

Under the recently incorporated section
46A of the CrPC, several important safeguards
have been introduced (o ensure transparency
and accountability during arrest procedures.
Officers making an arrest must wear a visible
and legible identification tag and disclose
their identity to the arrested person as well
as any bystanders. A written memorandum of
arrest must be prepared at the time, attested
by a family member or a local witness, and
where no such witness is available, the reasons
thereof must also be recorded. If the arrested
individual shows any signs of injury, immediate
medical attention must be provided, and the
injury must be documented by a registered
practitioner. Additionally, when an arrest
occurs away from the individual’s residence,
family members, a relative, or a nominated
friend must be notified within 12 hours.
Crucially, the arrestee must also be allowed to
consult an advocate of their choice or meet a
close relative.

LAW REVIEW

SIGNIFICANCE
OF REFORMS

AROUND
ARREST
PROCESSES

The introduction of section 46A marks
a significant step forward in safeguarding
fundamental rights during the arrest process
(Articles 33 and 35 of the Constitution of
Bangladesh) in Bangladesh. One of the most
crucial impacts is successful implementation
of this provision potentially could be
prevention of enforced disappearances and
arbitrary arrests, which have long been a
concern among human rights advocates. By
mandating clear identification of arresting
officers and timely notification to family
members or friends, the amendment injects
much-needed transparency into a process
often shrouded in secrecy. Importantly, the
requirement to prepare a memorandum of
arrest and document any injuries create a vital
paper trail, which is essential for ensuring
accountability and deterring misconduct.
Such documentation not only protects the
arrested individual but also shields honest law
enforcement officers who follow due procedure
from false allegations. Together, these
provisions foster a more just and accountable
policing system, reinforcing the rule of law and
promoting public trust in legal institutions.
While implementation challenges remain,
section 46A sets a positive legislative instance
in protecting citizens’ rights in Bangladesh’s
criminal justice system.

Before the introduction of this section
in Bangladesh, the arrest process lacked
transparency and accountability. Arresting
officers often did not disclose their identities,
detainees were denied timely legal access, and
families remained uninformed.

Internationally, Bangladesh is bound
to implement these provisions regarding
arrest and detention under various human
rights treaties, particularly the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),
which Bangladesh ratified in 2000. The ICCPR
obliges states parties to ensure protection
against arbitrary arrest and detention and
grants the right to be informed of reasons
for arrest (Article 9), access to legal counsel

(Article 14), and protection from torture or ill-
treatment (Article 7). Additionally, Bangladesh
has endorsed the UN Convention Against
Torture (CAT) and the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR), both of which
emphasise fair legal procedures and humane
treatment during arrest and detention.
Therefore, codifying safeguards like those in
section 46A aligns Bangladesh’s domestic
law with its international legal obligations,
reinforcing its commitment to both human
rights and the rule of law.

While section 46A introduces important

reforms (o ensure transparency and
accountability  during  arrests,  several
challenges may hinder its effective

implementation. One major roadblock is the
reluctance among police officers to go by new
protocols, often due to retrenched habits or
fear of increased scrutiny. Furthermore, the
significant lack of comprehensive training
on these procedures means many officers
may be unaware of their legal obligations.
On the other hand, insufficient awareness
among citizens about their rights during
arrest further weakens the reform’s impact, as
arrestees may not be aware of what protections
they are entitled to. Moreover, the absence of
an independent monitoring mechanism leaves
enforcement largely dependent on internal
police accountability, which has historically
been inadequate.

To overcome these challenges, a structured
and continuous (training program for law
enforcement personnel is essential to ensure
proper understanding and compliance
with section 46A. Simultaneously, legal aid
organisations and civil society groups should
play an active role in monitoring arrests and
advocating for therights of detainees. Together,
these measures can bridge the gap between
law and practice, making the amendment truly
effective in protecting citizens’ rights.

The writer is Lecturer at the Department of
Law, State University of Bangladesh.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

Trademark law and the
curious case of Sattar Buksh

Trademark Infringement

If Sattar
Buksh had not
changed their
logo and made
the necessary
changes,

they could
have possibly
landed in legal
complications,
especially
since the
parody and
cultural
elements of
their defence
would hardly
be valid under
the trademark
regime

Recently, a local café in Pakistan named
Sattar Buksh, known for its branding, which
resembled that of the global coffee giant
Starbucks, has been making headlines for
“winning a trademark battle” against the
corporate giant. However, the dispute never
actually made its way to court.

Starbucks  Corporation, a globally
recognised  coffeehouse chain  with
thousands of branches worldwide, exists
since 1971 and their distinctive green siren
logo of the brand is globally recognisable
as synonymous with coffee culture. But
they have no branch in Pakistan. Sattar
Buksh café, on the other hand, has been
operational since 2013 in Karachi, Pakistan.
The name and logo of the café - a round
green logo containing a mustached man
in place of Starbucks’” mermaid - resembled
Starbucks, though the founders contended
that it was a satire with cultural elements,
with their menu and identity being rather
unique. Aside from their phonetic (name
wise) and visual resemblance to Starbucks,

they were known for their local, relatable,
and humorous approach to food.

Starbucks objected to Sattar Buksh’sname
and visual similarity to its brand, issuing a
cease-and-desist letter to them, citing that
such resemblance will likely create confusion
among the consumers regarding the origin
of the services, dilute its famous trademark’s
distinctiveness and may potentially tarnish
its reputation too. Section 86(3) of the Trade
Marks Ordinance, 2001 of Pakistan allows
the owner of a well-known trademark to seek
restrain by injunction the use of a trademark
in Pakistan which, or the essential part of
which, is identical with or deceptively similar
to their trademark, in relation to identical
or similar goods or services, where the use
is likely to confuse or where such use causes
dilution of the distinctive quality of the well
known trademark.

In response to the action, Sattar Buksh,
apart from justifying the cultural and
parody-based side of their actions and
clarifying that their name was from a
500-year-old Arabic source, made changes
to their logo and also added a disclaimer to
their Facebook page stating that they are
not affiliated with Starbucks. Perhaps due to
these adjustments, Starbucks has not opted
to pursue litigation.

Although it is being hailed as a decisive
win of local creativity and cultural expression
over corporate dominance, the “alleged win”
is perhaps owed to the steps taken by Sattar
Buksh to make reasonable adjustments to its
logo and make efforts to separate its identity
from that of Starbucks.

Trademark anti-dilution protection,
a concept originated in the German
legal system and later adopted by other
jurisdictions, is a legal mechanism to protect
well-known brands from infringement of
their trademarks. This protection applies to
those infringements that blur the connection
between brands, tarnish its reputation due
to the difference in quality, or the violator

relying on the trademark of the famous
brand to sell its own goods. Article 6bis of
the Paris Convention for the Protection of
Industrial Property, 1883 and article 16 of
the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) contains
protection for the “well-known marks.” The
Jordanian High Court of Justice in Amana
v Adidas (2011) even went on to extend this
protection when the opposing parties are
dealing with non-competing goods and
services. Similarly, in India, a café named
Sardarbuksh Coffee was forced to change its
name after Starbucks successfully established
trademark infringement through deceptive
similarity in the Delhi High Court. However,
in the case of Starbucks Corporation v
Wolfe’s Borough Coffee, Inc. d/b/a Black
Bear Micro Roastery, Starbucks failed to
establish the claim of trademark dilution
against a company, which marketed coffee
named “Charbucks,” due to weak similarity.

We can only argue what the outcome
would have been if Sattar Buksh had been
sued. But trademark dilution is a strong
legal remedy in the hands of the owner of a
well-known mark. If Sattar Buksh had not
changed their logo and made the necessary
changes, they could have possibly landed
in legal complications, especially since
the parody and cultural elements of their
defence would hardly be valid under the
trademark regime.

This case is important in our context as
well since local businesses in Bangladesh
often plagiarise the brand names and logos
of famous brands. Sections 26(3) and (7) of
the Trademarks Act, 2009 consider the use
of a well-known mark an act of trademark
infringement. As such, even giants such
as Facebook and Adidas can sue local
businesses in Bangladesh for using their
names and logos in a deceptive manner.

The writer is lecturer (on study leave)
at the School of Law, Chittagong
Independent University.
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The enduring
crisis of
administrative
corruption

PARVEZ RAHMAN

One of the enduring maledictions that plagues
Bangladesh is bribery and corruption, which is
prevalent across sectors, including our judiciary.
Reform proposals on the independence of
judiciary, or a separate secretariat of the judiciary
are certainly promising. However, even il the
proposals are materialised, we will not be able to
reap the benefit of their implementation, if the
problem of corruption is not dealt with first. This
is because corruption poses a significant barrier
to rendering true justice to litigants. A survey
conducted by the Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) released on 3 December 2024
revealed that 62.3% of surveyed households had
become victims of corruption while seeking
judicial services. Usually, the litigants seeking
judicial service cannot have direct access to the
judges of a court. Here, the administrative officers
of a courti.e., bench officers, staff, and clerks often
stand in the way of justice.

While judges play the central role in delivering
justice, court stafl - including clerks, bailiffs,
typists, record-keepers, and other administrative
personnel- also hold significant influence
over the judicial process. Law practitioners are
often inclined to seek dates of their hearing at
their convenience from a peshkar (court clerk)
or bench officer. Though the duty of fixing a
date for the hearing is theoretically upon the
judges, practically, such is carried out by the
staff. Corruption occurs when the court staff
intentionally delay hearings or final decisions in
a case. The delay in such cases often occurs due
largely to benefit one party, allowing them time
to manipulate the situation. Such practice can be
widely noticed in almost every district court, even
at the higher judiciary.

Record manipulation (tampering with or losing
case documents) holds a significant place in the
sphere of administrative corruption. In this form
of corruption, important case documents get
intentionally misplaced, altered, or destroyed from
the court offices. One news report from January
2025 by the Daily Prothom Alo found that Case
Dockets (CDs) of 1,911 cases from the Chattogram
court are missing. This is just one example of
many such incidents.

One of the least discussed yet critical areas of
corruption within the judicial system involves
the issuance of summons. The summons issuers,
entrusted with delivering court summons and
notices, often engage in corrupt practices that
obstruct dispensation of justice. Instances include
deliberately delaying the delivery of summons,
falsely reporting that the concerned party could
not be located, or demanding unofficial payments
to fulfil their regular duties. In some cases, they
collude with litigating parties to manipulate
service records, thereby causing undue delays or
ex parte proceedings.

However, the recent 2025 amendment to the
Code of Civil Procedure (CPC) seeks to address
this issue by introducing a more eflicient
and transparent mechanism for the service
of summons. Under the amended provisions,
summons may now be served through electronic
means such as Short Message Service (SMS) and
telephone calls. This reform aims to reduce the
chances of manipulations, minimise delays,
and ensure greater accountability in the service
process.

Notwithstanding the major reform proposals
suggested by the Judicial Reform Commission,
without uprooting the structure of administrative
corruption, a judiciary embodying the aspirations
of the July uprising may never dawn. To effectively
address administrative corruption within the
judiciary, a multifaceted reform strategy is
needed. A well-calibrated system of incentives,
both positive (adequate remuneration, career
progression, and conducive working conditions)
and negative (proportionate and enforceable
sanctions), should be institutionalised to deter
corrupt practices. Moreover, regular and focused
capability strengthening initiatives must be
introduced to aggrandise the administrative
competence of court personnel, having recourse
to international best practices.

The integrity and accountability of court
operations further depend on the conduct
of presiding officers; thus, having strict and
principled judges who apply both corrective
and developmental disciplinary measures is
critical. Additionally, performance evaluation
mechanisms, particularly Annual Confidential
Reports require reform to ensure objectivity,
transparency, and protection against misuse by
senior officers. Finally, fostering a professional
yet collaborative working relationship between
judges and court staff can promote institutional
cohesion while upholding ethical standards,
especially for newly appointed judges navigating
the court system.

The writer is law graduate from the
Department of Law, University of Dhaka.
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Rubaba to become
BCB director?

SPORTS REPORTER

‘Expectations high’ as
Hamza urges stronger
collective mindset

SPORTS REPORTER

Renowned corporate figure Rubaba
Dowla has been rumoured to become
BCB director as one of the National
Sports Council (NSC) nominees, however,
the development has not been confirmed
either by herself or the NSC.

Two industrialists -- Isfak Ahsan and
Yasir Mohammad Faysal Ashik -- were
initially appointed BCB directors as NSC
nominees after the board of directors’
election held on Monday.

However, controversy arose after it
emerged that Isfak was involved with the
politics of banned Awami League and
had sought nomination from Awami
League in the last national election from
Chandpur-2 constituency.

Sources said Rubaba has been
informally notified about her likely
appointment, though the official
announcement is yet to be made.

If Rubaba is indeed appointed, she
will become only the second woman in
BCB’s history to serve as a board director,

Leicester City midfielder Hamza Choudhury believes
Bangladesh can secure a home win against Hong Kong, China
in their Asian Cup Qualifier on October 9, provided the players
show greater self-belief.

The 28-year-old, who arrived in Dhaka on Monday with
his family, is set to make his third appearance for Bangladesh
after featuring against India and Singapore. Since joining the
squad, Hamza has been working closely with coach Javier
Cabrera, who has emphasised defensive organisation and
quick transitions in attack.

“The coach is the one who take big decisions. He asked me
how I can help the team by using my experience,” Hamza said
yesterday after his second training session at the National
Stadium.

“But every game is different, the opponents are different,
so we need to have a different mindset... Hong Kong are a
different challenge, but we need to stick to the game plan.”

Reflecting on the 3-1 defeat to Singapore, he admitted the
team “let themselves down” with two sloppy goals and missed
chances, including a possible penalty. He also expressed regret
for missing a key opportunity but promised to bounce back.

“I felt really bad after missing... but that’s football. I'll take
my chances next time. In my heart, my expectations are very
high, and I think I can deliver.”

Still, Hamza remained upbeat. “The last thing we need is
to increase our self-belief because the boys are hard-workers,
talented and aggressive.” He added, “The biggest thing for us,
especially as a nation, is to stick together.”

Asked about comparisons with Lionel Messi as Bangladesh’s
biggest star, he laughed off the notion. “Even if Messi played
for Bangladesh, we’d still have the troubles of trying to get the
tactics right and building the team spirit.

“Football is never about one person, especially not me.”

i-M

.

—
T
[ —

-

RABEYA BLITZ SPARKS HOPE

Pacer Marufa Akter once again led Bangladesh’s bowling with her firepower, showcasing a unit capable of . SN
troubling any opponent during the ICC Women’s World Cup clash against England in Guwahati yesterday. But fﬁ}gﬁgiggﬁgﬁr&gf is Minu, who
20-year-old all-rounder Rabeya Khan, who debuted in T20Is in 2019 and broke into the 0DI setup in December Rubaba currently serves as the
2022, also stole the spotlight with an aggressive unbeaten 43 off 27 balls, smashing six fours and a six. Country Managing Director for Oracle
Sobhana Mostary’s steady 60, combined with Rabeya’s blitz, helped Bangladesh post 178. Regardless of the Bangladesh, Nepal, and Bhutan. She
result, Rabeya’s fearless knock gave the team something to defend and a glimpse of the batting aggression the previously held top executive positions at
Tigresses urgently need. PHOTO: AFP Grameenphone and Airtel.

NCL T20

Chattogram finish
top in league stage

SPORTS REPORTER
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Bangladesh and Afghanistan have faced each other in 19 ODIs. The
Tigers have won 11 of those encounters, while Afghanistan have won 8.

)

)

) Afghanistan have played three ODIs in 2025, winning and losing one,
with the other match producing not result.

)

()

Mohammad Nabi is the only player remaining from the first ODI
between Bangladesh and Afghanistan, held in Fatullah in 2014.

Tigers seek ODI reset
aftter T20 surge

SPORTS REPORTER

Yasir Ali’s unbeaten half-century guided
Chattogram Division to a five-wicket win over
Dhaka Division, helping them finish the league
stage of the National Cricket League (NCL) T20 on
top of the points table at the Sylhet Outer Stadium
on Tuesday.

Chasing 120 in a curtailed 13-
over contest, Chattogram
slipped to 36-4 before Yasir
struck a blistering 27-
ball 53. Irfan Shukkur
added a 15-ball 30 as
Chattogram reached

Bulbul’s new tenure kicks ofl

FIROZ AHMED

Bangladesh will look to revive their fortunes in
the 50-over format and build on their recent
T20 success when they face Afghanistan in the
first of three ODIs at the Zayed Cricket Stadium
in Abu Dhabi today.

The Tigers have been in fine touch in the
20-over format, winning four consecutive
bilateral series against Sri Lanka, Pakistan, the
Netherlands and Afghanistan, and reaching the
Super Four stage of the Asia Cup; and nearly
making it through to the final. Their form ODISs,
however, paints a contrasting picture.

Since November last year, Bangladesh have
lost three successive ODI series -- to Afghanistan,
West Indies and Sri Lanka. Their last series win
in this format came in March 2024 at home
against Sri Lanka.

The slump has also been reflected in the ICC
ODI rankings, where Bangladesh currently sit
10th -- outside the zone for direct qualification
to the 2027 World Cup. As per the qualification
process, hosts South Africa and Zimbabwe
will gain automatic entry, along with the top

with BPL in focus

cight ranked teams as of March 31, 2027. The
remaining four spots will be decided through
qualifying tournaments.

For Bangladesh, the goal is clear -- rebuild
ODI confidence and climb the rankings. A
series win over Afghanistan would do both,
but it will require a fresh approach after recent
inconsistency in both batting and bowling.

The inclusion of in-form right-hander Saif
Hassan, who has earned his maiden ODI call-
up after a string of impressive T20 displays,
signals the start of that rebuilding phase. Saif is
expected to open the innings alongside Tanzid
Hasan Tamim, with fellow opener Mohammad
Naim vet to join the squad due to visa issues.

The middle order hinges on Towhid Hridoy,
Jaker Ali and Shamim Hossain, with skipper
Mehidy Miraz adding depth down the order.
Spin duties fall to Rishad Hossain and Tanvir
Islam, while the pace attack -- Taskin Ahmed,
Mustafizur Rahman, Tanzim Sakib, Hasan
Mahmud and Nahid Rana -- is set to rotate
through the series.

The final two ODIs will also be held at the
same venue on October 11 and 14.

123-5 in 12.2 overs
to complete their
fifth win. Dhaka’s

Mahfuzur Rahman

Rabby (3-11) and

Ripon Mondol (2-13)
shared all five wickets.

Earlier, after being sent

to bat, Dhaka managed 119-

6 in 13 overs. Mosaddek Hossain

remained unbeaten on 31 off 27 balls after quick

cameos from Ashikur Rahman Shibli (16 off eight)

and Jishan Alam (21 off seven). Left-arm spinner

Hasan Murad claimed 3-21 for Chattogram.

With 11 points, Chattogram confirmed their
place in the first qualifier against Khulna Division,
who finished second with 11 points but with an
inferior run rate following yesterday’s win over
Sylhet. Despite the defeat, Dhaka also made the
playoffs and will face Rangpur Division in the
Eliminator.

The eliminator and first qualifier will be held
on October 9, followed by the second qualifier
on October 10, while the final is scheduled for
October 12.

ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

After ashort, four-month tenure where
he had to navigate with only a handful
of directors, Aminul Islam Bulbul now
has a full-fledged Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) following the October 6
elections.

The newly-elected board
announced its standing committees,
with the Bangladesh Premier League
(BPL), country’s lone franchise-based
T20 tournament, quickly emerging as
the main priority in its first meeting
yesterday.

Concluding the meeting, Iftekhar
Rahman Mithu, who retained
his position as chairman of the
umpires committee, announced
the chairpersons of the standing
committees. Bulbul himself will
head the BPL Governing Council,
with Iftekhar serving as BPL. member
secretary.

Mithu, joined by new directors
Abdur Razzak, Shanian Tanim,
Amzad Hossain, and Khaled Masud
Pilot, noted that the committees have
been formed for an initial two-month
period.

“We have formed the committees
for two months and anyone can come

forward if they are not comfortable
and discuss with the president,” Mithu
said.

Asked whether the new president
has outlined a vision for the board,
Mithu immediately highlighted the
BPL.

“Yes, a plan outline has been given
on when we will provide the EOI,
provide media rights, and then reccive
them,” he said.

Pressing further for an overview of

the board’s plans, Mithu reiterated the
BPL focus.

“I am talking about BPL since it’s
the burning issue right now. Mahbub
[Anam| bhai took it to a certain level
wonderfully, but there was a gap
which we will have to fill in one to two
months,” he explained.

Mahbub Anam had served as BPL
chairman before the last board’s
tenure ended. Mithu added that
agreements with marketing and

sports management firm IMG are at
an advanced stage.

The new board intends to hold
the BPL in the December-January
window. However, insiders caution
that the timeframe may be too short
for any company — even IMG -- to
organize a truly polished event.

“It’s very difficult and challenging
for us. It will happen, inshallah.
Those of us here in the committees,
our movements have begun and we
don’t have time to even waste an
hour. We had the option to hold the
tournament or not hold it at all. The
board has taken a courageous step so
that everyone together will put in their
full effort to hold a beautiful BPL,”
Mithu said.

Interestingly, former BCB president
Faruque Ahmed, who elected vice-
president this time, was not included
in any of the standing committees.
Faruque had been ousted from the top
job due to last year’s lackluster BPL
one of the reasons.

“There is no reason to be surprised
[that T am not in any standing
committees]. I did not want to be in
any of the committees,” Faruque told
this newspaper.

Novak Djokovic struggles with soaring temperatures and punishing
humidity during his round of 16 match against Jaume Munar at the
Shanghai Masters yesterday. “It’s the same for every player out on
the court, but it’s brutal,” Djokovic said after he battled to victory.
After a string of retirement of several high-profile players, including
defending champion Jannik Sinner and Casper Ruud, the governing
body of men’s tennis could consider a formal heat rule.

PHOTO: AFP
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NCP presses

EC for ‘shapla’
symbol again

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Citizen Party has once
again urged the Election Commission
to allocate the shapla (water lily)
as its election symbol, along with
submitting seven sample designs of
the symbol to the Commission.

In a letter signed by its convener
Nahid Islam o the Election
Commission secretariate yesterday,
the party stated that the shapla
symbol has developed a deep
emotional and symbolic connection
with the people, making it impossible
for the NCP to accept any alternative
symbol from the EC’s list.

The NCP accused the Election
Commission of deliberately delaying
the party’s registration process
and of engaging in “undesirable,
unlawful, discriminatory and
arbitrary behaviour” by not allocating
the shapla symbol.

The party also said the EC is
intentionally  depriving NCP of
participation in the electoral process,
thereby calling into question the
commission’s sincerity in ensuring a
level playing field.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Trio win Nobel for
revealing quantum
physics in action

REUTERS, Stockholm

US-based scientists John Clarke, Michel Devoret and
John Martinis won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physics for
“experiments that revealed quantum physics in action”,
paving the way for the development of the next generation
of digital technologies.

“My feelings are that 'm completely stunned. Of course
it had never occurred to me in any way that this might
be the basis of a Nobel Prize,” Clarke told the Nobel press
conference by telephone on Tuesday.

Michel H, Devoret John M. Martinis

University of Califomia
USsA

“I'm speaking on my cell phone and I suspect that you
are (0o, and one of the underlying reasons that the cell
phone works is because of all this work.”

Quantum mechanical behaviours are well studied at
the level of the incredibly small - atoms and sub-atomic
particles - but are often seen as bizarre and unintuitive
compared with classical physics and its far larger scale.

The Nobel winners carried out experiments in the mid
1980s with an electronic circuit built of superconductors
and demonstrated that quantum mechanics could also
influence everyday objects under certain conditions.

“It is wonderful to be able to celebrate the way that
century-old quantum mechanics continually offers
new surprises. It is also enormously useful, as quantum
mechanics is the foundation of all digital technology,” Olle
Eriksson, chair of the Nobel Committee for Physics, said.

Quantum technology is already ubiquitous, with
transistors in computer microchips an everyday example.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

in Gaza by Israeli forces since Friday.

Three powers
threatening
Bangladesh
Says Salahuddin
UNB, Dhaka

B N P
Standing
Committee
member
Salahu-
d din
Ahmed yesterday said
that Bangladesh is facing
growing external pressure,
with a global superpower
and two regional powers
reportedly trying to extend
their influence.

“Right now, three
powers are competing to
establish hegemony here
- two regional powers and
one global superpower.
FEach has its own interests,
but all three will harm
Bangladesh’s interests in
the same way,” he said.

The BNP leader made
the remarks while speaking
at a discussion organised
by Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
at Dhaka University’s TSC
auditorium, marking the

sixth death anniversary of

Buet student Abrar Fahad.

Salahuddin  described
Abrar as a “strong voice
against domination”,

saying he became a martyr
because he spoke out
against Indian hegemony.

“If he [Abrar| had
criticised Sheikh Hasina,
he might have gone to
jail. But because he spoke

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Palestinians gather to receive food from a charity kitchen in Nuseirat, central Gaza Strip, yesterday. Israel has de-escalated its
offensive in Gaza since US President Donald Trump called on it to halt its bombing campaign. At least 104 people have been killed

Reforms failed to

address inequality
Says Rehman Sobhan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

South Asian countries,
including Bangladesh, have
failed to tackle widening
inequality despite decades of
policy reforms and economic
growth, said Rehman Sobhan,
chairman of the Centre for
Policy Dialogue.

“Despite all the reforms
that have taken place, nowhere
are we seeing any serious effort to correct the widening
inequalities created over the last 17 years.”

He said at a seminar on the book “Apostles of
Development: Six Economists and the World They Made”
held in the capital, organised by the Bangladesh Institute
of Development Studies.

“Even in a country where a professor [Muhammad
Yunus] is at the helm, we are not addressing the problem
of inequality in our reforms in any meaningful way.”

The prevailing policy frameworks across South Asia,
including Bangladesh, continue to focus on short-term
welfare or growth incentives without confronting the
structural causes of injustice.

These injustices include concentrated asset ownership,
elite influence over policymaking and limited access to
opportunities for marginalised groups.

“We have grown, we have reduced poverty, but we have
also become a much more unequal society in every South

PHOTO: REUTERS

‘Real chance’ of peace
in Gaza, beyond: Trump

Vows to make parties adhere to a deal, if agreed;
Hamas sets conditions in Egypt talks

AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump yesterday voiced
optimism that there was a “real chance” to end
the carnage in Gaza, as Israel marked the second
anniversary of the October 7 attack.

Indirect negotiations between Israeli and
Hamas negotiators are being held in the
Egyptian resort town of Sharm FEI-Sheikh, based
on a 20-point plan proposed by Trump last
month.

“There’s a real chance that we could do
something,” Trump told reporters in the Oval
Office, adding that US negotiators were also
involved in the talks.

“I'think there’s a possibility that we could have
peace in the Middle East. It's something even
beyond the Gaza situation. We want a release of
the hostages immediately.”

Trump said the United States would do
“everything possible to make sure everyone
adheres to the deal” if Hamas and Israel do agree
on a ceasefire.

On the second day of talks, Hamas yesterday
said it wants to reach a deal to end the war in
Gaza based on Trump’s plan, but still has a set
of demands, a statement signalling that indirect
talks with Israel in Egypt could be difficult and
lengthy.

The talks appear the most promising yet for
ending a war that has killed tens of thousands
of Palestinians and devastated Gaza since the
October 7, 2023 attack on Israel by Palestinian
groups.

“The (Hamas) movement's delegation
participatingin the current negotiationsin Egypt
is working to overcome all obstacles to reaching
an agreement that meets the aspirations of our
people in Gaza,” Senior Hamas official Fawzi

Barhoum said in a televised statement.

He said a deal must ensure an end to the war
and a full Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip
- conditions that Israel has never accepted.
Israel, for its part, wants Hamas to disarm,
something the group rejects.

Hamas wants a permanent, comprehensive
ceasefire, a complete pullout of Israeli forces
and the immediate start of a comprehensive
reconstruction process under the supervision
of a Palestinian “national technocratic body”, he
said.

» Hamas wants full Israeli
withdrawal, seeks int’l
guarantee

Y Qatari PM, Turkey FM to join
peace talks

Israeli strikes kill 6 across
» Gaza

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
did not immediately comment on the status of
the talks.

Trump’s  20-point plan proposes an
immediate end to fighting and the release of
48 hostages, only 20 of whom are thought to
be alive, in exchange for hundreds of detained
Gazans. The plan stipulates that once both
sides agree to the proposal, “full aid will be
immediately sent into the Gaza Strip”.

It also states that Hamas will have to be
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Businessman
shot dead in
broad daylight

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg
Uniden-tified

assailants shot a /
businessman dead
after ambushing |
his SUV in broad o
daylight in ir,, —
Hathazari upazila _ y

of  Chattogram w:
yesterday.

The victim is Abdul Hakim, 55,
a herbal medicine businessman, of
Panchkhain village in Bagoan union
under Raozan, police said.

The incident occurred in the
Madunaghat area in the afternoon,
where the attackers came on
motorbikes, blocked Hakim’s SUV,
and fired indiscriminately, in the
presence of bystanders.

Police and locals said Hakim had
recently got involved in local BNP
politics in Raozan upazila.

Confirming the incident, Additional
Superintendent of Police (Hathazari
Circle) Kazi Tarek Aziz told The Daily
Star, “He was taken to Evercare Hospital
after being rescued from his vehicle in
critical condition. The reason behind
the incident is yet to be known.”

A video circulating on social
media showed three bullet holes on
the SUV’s windshield. Hakim, seated
next to the driver, was seen bleeding
heavily as passersby pulled him from
the vehicle. The car’s side window had
several bullet holes.

Another video showed three
people wearing helmets riding up
to the vehicle on motorcycles and
shooting at the vehicle using pistols.

Hakim’s body was sent (o
Chattogram Medical College morgue
for autopsy.

AT, ﬂgf%—cl sfeer

L IFIC

WRAFHEN WD 80H TIIfE0 o I,
STRFETS2 ST B12 (31, AnsTag snel TN, fTIRTPIA HLF 3 TGS T2
@ fard Helam 3 POwOI|

3 Qs B S aNeo saes

93 GITEIE Se6aE geds AF,




