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Tajuddin Ahmad Medical 
College last month but 
all tests couldn’t be done. 
Yesterday I was supposed 
to go to another hospital 
but wasn’t taken as no 
police escort was arranged. 
If police can bring me 
to court, why not to the 
hospital?” she told the 
court.

She said she has over 60 
cases against her but met 
her lawyer only three times 
in the past year.

Public Prosecutor 
Omar Faruq Faruqui said 
meetings are allowed under 
jail rules and termed her 
hospital plea “a political 
attempt”.

The court later granted 
a four-day remand for 
Dipu Moni in the case 
filed over the death of 
jute trader Monir in 
Chankharpul on August 5 
last year.
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MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Shital-pati, a type of mat made 
by weaving strips of murta 
cane (Schumannianthus 
dichotomus), was once a 
popular household item across 
the country, prized for its 
smooth texture and natural 
cooling properties that offered 
comfort during the sweltering 
summer months.

Over time, however, the use 
of this traditional handicraft 
has almost disappeared.

In Paittapara of Baishkail 
village under Tangail’s 

Gopalpur upazila, around 
150 Hindu families were once 
engaged in weaving shital-pati 
for generations.

Known as “Patikor” or 
“Paitta”, these weavers collected 
canes from local swamps and 
separated the fibres into strips 
to weave the mats.

With demand for the mats 
gradually declining over the 
decades, all the remaining 
weaver families turned to other 
professions -- except one.

Naresh Chandra Chanda, 85, 
his wife Kamala Rani, 80, and 
their son Manotosh Chandra 
Chanda, 45, are now the last 

family of shital-pati weavers 
in the village, continuing their 
ancestral craft.

They weave the mats and sell 
them in local markets, keeping 
the tradition alive against all 
odds.

“My wife and I both have poor 
eyesight, making it difficult to 
weave. My wife mainly does the 
weaving. It takes three to four 
days to make one small mat and 
six to seven days for a large one. 
We have to buy the canes since 
those are no longer available 
locally. Each small mat sells for 
Tk 400–700 and large ones for 

up to Tk 2,000,” Naresh said.
Prabir Chandra Chanda, a 

trader in Gopalpur Bazar, said, 
“Only the family of Naresh 
Chanda has kept the tradition 
of weaving shital-pati alive in 
Gopalpur upazila. If they leave, 
this local tradition will be lost 
forever.”

Md Ekhlas Miah, upazila 
social service officer in 
Gopalpur, said projects for 
marginalised communities 
are not running in the upazila 
at the moment, adding that 
Naresh Chandra Chanda only 
receives old-age allowance from 
the government.

GOPALPUR IN TANGAIL

Last of the shital 
pati makers

JAYDUL ISLAM, Netrakona

The construction of a bridge over the 
Someshwari river near Abbasnagar Bazaar, 
linking Durgapur and Kalmakanda 
upazilas of Netrakona, has remained 
suspended for nearly ten months due to 
land acquisition complications.

The bridge is being built between 
Abbasnagar village under Bakaljora 
union of Durgapur upazila and 
Mahishashura village under Kailati 
union of Kalmakanda upazila. 

Once completed, it will directly connect 
Durgapur, Kalmakanda, Purbadhala, and 
Netrokona Sadar upazilas.

Thousands of people use this route 
every day. As the bridge remains 
unfinished, commuters are forced to 
cross the river by boat, leading to frequent 
accidents and immense suffering.

A recent visit to the site showed 

hundreds of people using boats daily to 
cross the river. Poor road conditions, time 
wastage, and risky crossings have turned 
daily travel into an ordeal for locals.

According to the Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED) office 
in Durgapur, the 240-metre-long bridge 
has an estimated construction cost of Tk 
27 crore. 

Contractor firm M/S Moninul Haque 
and Sheikh Hemayet Ali JV received the 
work order on February 15, 2022, with a 
completion deadline of February 2024. 

However, due to land acquisition 
disputes, only about 50 percent of the 
work has been completed so far, despite 
two extensions of the project deadline.

Md Azad Rahman, one of the owners 
of the contracting firm, said on August 
31, Mun Mun Jahan Liza, additional 
deputy commissioner (revenue), visited 
the site to review the situation. 

“If the issue is resolved within the 
next 10 to 15 days, we hope to resume 
construction soon,” he said.

Contacted, Liza said, “The work began 
before land acquisition procedures were 
fully completed in the public interest. 
Later, disputes arose over compensation, 
which forced the suspension of work.” 

“On August 31, we visited the site and 
completed the necessary acquisition 
procedures. The matter is now being 
placed before the Land Allocation 
Committee. We hope the problem will be 
resolved very soon.”

Netrakona LGED Executive Engineer Md 
Wahiduzzaman said, “I have recently taken 
charge and am looking into the matter with 
priority. All procedures for acquiring 1.81 
acres of land have already been completed. 
Once the land complications are resolved, 
we have instructed that construction be 
resumed and completed quickly.”

SOMESHWARI RIVER

Bridge work stalled 
for 10 months

Project stuck amid land acquisition dispute
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2007-08 to 2010-11. 
His namaz-e-janaza will 

be held today at Paribagh 
Jame Mosque after the 
Zohr prayers, followed 
by burial at Salimullah 
Graveyard in Begum Bazar, 
Dhaka.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Foundation 
Bangladesh expressed deep 
sorrow over his death.


