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Tajul said. “No one involved 
in such crimes will be spared. 
There will be no indemnity 
for anyone, nor can anyone 
evade justice by going into 
hiding,” he added.

The ICT-2, led by Justice 
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury, 
observed that there was 
prima facie evidence against 
Hanif and the three others 
for their alleged involvement 
in crimes against humanity 
during the July uprising and 

found sufficient grounds to 
proceed with the case.

The other accused are 
Kushtia district AL president 
Sadruddin Khan, district AL 
general secretary Azgar Ali, 
and Kushtia city AL general 
secretary Ataur Rahman 
Ata.

On Sunday, the 
prosecution pressed formal 
charges against them.

Meanwhile, at the 
ICT-1, defence counsel 
Amir Hossain yesterday 

continued cross-examining 
Investigation Officer Md 
Alamgir in the crimes 
against humanity case 
against Hasina, former home 
minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan Kamal, and ex-IGP 
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun.

Amir claimed that 54 
seized copies of Amar Desh 
contained false reports 

published out of enmity, 
as its editor Mahmudur 
Rahman had been jailed 
during Hasina’s tenure.

He also alleged that ex-
IGP Mamun was coerced 
into a confessional 
statement and that an 
Odhikar report submitted 
as evidence was biased, as 
Housing and Public Works 
Adviser Adilur Rahman 

Khan -- who was involved 
with Odhikar -- had hostility 
towards Hasina.

The defence further 
claimed that all videos 
and audio clips of Hasina’s 
phone conversations were 
AI-generated.

The IO denied all the 
allegations.

The cross-examination 
will continue today.
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Civil society 
platforms 
urge release of 
Shahriar Kabir
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Five European and global civil society 
platforms have issued an urgent 
appeal for the immediate release of 
journalist and author Shahriar Kabir.

The 75-year-old has been in jail 
since September 17 last year after he 
was arrested in a murder case.

The joint statement was released 
on October 5 by the South Asia 
Democratic Forum (Belgium), the 
European Bangladesh Forum (EU 
and Great Britain), the Working 
Group Bangladesh in Germany, Earth 
Civilization Network, and the Freedom 
and Justice Alliance (Global Platform).

The groups also expressed concern 
over Kabir’s deteriorating health 
after he was recently transferred to 
Dhaka Central Jail in Keraniganj. 
They alleged that he was being denied 
medical treatment and subjected to 
inhumane conditions.

They also said Shahriar Kabir has 
spent the past year in prison under 
fabricated murder charges. “His life 
is now at serious risk,” the statement 
also read.

RU entry tests 
begin Jan 16
RU CORRESPONDENT

The admission tests of Rajshahi University for the 
2025-26 academic session will be held in January 
next year, said Prof Md Akhtar Hossain Mazumder, 
administrator of the Public Relations Office at RU.

The entry tests for the “C Unit” will be held on 
January 16, followed by the “A Unit” on January 17, 
and the “B Unit” on January 24, it said.

Each test day will feature two shifts -- from 
11:00am to 12:00pm and 3:00pm to 4:00pm.

The tests will be conducted not only on RU 
campus but also at centres in Dhaka, Chattogram, 
Khulna, Rangpur, and Barishal.

Over 50 roadside 
trees felled, stolen 
in Habiganj
MINTU DESHWARA

Miscreants have cut down and stolen more than 50 
akashmoni trees from both sides of the LGED Road 
in Bahra union of Madhabpur upazila in Habiganj.

An on-site visit revealed that the trees along both 
sides of the road, stretching from the Gilatoli Char 
Road intersection to Khanka Sharif and Changar 
Bazar areas, were felled over the past month.

Locals alleged that the thefts occurred at night, 
with the trees being cut down using electric saws 
under the cover of darkness and later smuggled 
away.

Bahra Union Parishad panel chairman 
Mosharraf Hossain said, “We have collected the 
names and addresses of those involved in the 

tree theft and submitted them to the 
upazila nirbahi officer.” A formal 

complaint has also been filed 
with the UNO office, he added.

“The incident in Bahra 
union will also be investigated, 
and necessary action will be 
taken,” said UNO Zahid Bin 

Kasem, adding that action had 
already been taken in another 

union of the district in a similar 
incident.

Madhabpur Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Mohammad Shahidullah said, “We 
are prepared to assist the forest department if 
requested. An investigation will be conducted.”

“Locals estimate that government trees worth 
Tk 20–25 lakh have been felled and smuggled over 
the past few months in the area,” he added.

Tofazzal Sohel, general secretary of Bangladesh 
Poribesh Andolon’s Habiganj unit, condemned 
the illegal tree felling, saying, “Such indiscriminate 
cutting of roadside trees not only robs the area of 
its natural beauty but also severely disrupts the 
local ecosystem.”
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said some quarters are still 
repeating old arguments 
that a constitutional order 
must be issued before a 
referendum. “We think these 
unnecessary complications 
should be avoided. The real 
challenge is not the election 
itself but the attempts by 
some to delay it through 
unnecessary legal and 
political debates,” he said.

He also said some 
quarters are trying to create 
confusion and instability 
by raising new issues 
both on the streets and in 
discussions. “These are the 
real challenges,” he added.

Dipu Moni tells 
court she is being 
denied treatment
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Former social welfare minister Dipu 
Moni yesterday told a Dhaka court 
that she was being denied necessary 
medical treatment in custody.

Appearing before Metropolitan 
Magistrate Mehedi Hasan during a 
remand hearing in a murder case 
filed with Shahbagh Police Station 
over the July uprising, she said, “He 
[former industries minister Nurul 
Majid Mahmud Humayun] died due 
to lack of treatment. Do we now have 
to desperately prove that we are ill?”

Dipu Moni, also Awami League 
joint general secretary, was brought to 
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court around 10:30am under tight 
security.

“I was admitted to Shaheed 
Tajuddin Ahmad Medical College 
last month but all tests couldn’t be 
done. Yesterday I was supposed to go 
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Floods hit four 

districts in the north
Teesta flowing above danger level; thousands marooned in char areas

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Floods have struck four 
northern districts -- 
Lalmonirhat, Rangpur, 
Nilphamari, and Kurigram -- as 
the Teesta river rose above the 
danger mark following heavy 
rain and onrush of upstream 
water.

Over 150 chars and 
low-lying areas have been 
submerged since Sunday night, 
with vast tracts of Aman paddy 
and vegetable fields inundated.

At 10:00pm on Sunday, 
the Teesta was flowing 35cm 
above the danger level at the 
Teesta Barrage point in Doani 
of Lalmonirhat’s Hatibandha 
upazila, prompting the 
Water Development Board 
(WDB) to issue a red alert 
and warn residents through 
loudspeakers.

Although water began 
to recede slightly by dawn 
yesterday, it remained above 
the danger level, measured at 
52.25 metres -- 10cm higher 
than the danger mark.

Amitav Chowdhury, 
executive engineer of Dalia 

WDB, said, “As the water level 
rose sharply on Sunday night, 
we evacuated people from 
risky areas. Had it not receded 
by dawn, we might have cut 
the bypass road to protect the 
barrage. All 44 gates of the 
barrage are open.”

Lalmonirhat WDB 
Executive Engineer Shunil 

Kumar said, “Water has slightly 
dropped at the barrage but is 
rising downstream. Around 
one lakh people are marooned 
along the Teesta shoal areas. 
Flood control embankments 
are under threat, although no 
major damage has occurred 
yet.”

Kurigram WDB Executive 

Engineer Rakibul Hasan said 
that although flooding hit the 
Teesta basin, water levels in the 
Brahmaputra, Dudhkumar, 
Dharla, Ghaghat, Jinjiram, and 
Kaljani rivers were still below 
danger levels.

Solaiman Ali, 65, of Char 
Gobordhan in Aditmari, said, 
“Waist-deep water entered 

our home since Sunday night. 
My eight bighas of Aman are 
under water.”

Shahidur Rahman, 60, 
of Doani, said they rushed 
to shelters with cattle 
and furniture after WDB 
warnings.

Majibur Rahman, 70, of 
Goddimari, said six bighas of 

Aman and one of vegetables 
were flooded.

Similar accounts came 
from Mobarok Hossain, 60, a 
resident of Char Mohipur in 
Rangpur’s Gangachara.

Sirajul Islam, additional 
director of the Rangpur 
regional Department of 
Agricultural Extension, said 
officials are assessing crop 
damage. “Vegetables are at risk, 
although Aman can survive 
waterlogging for a few days.”

Lalmonirhat Deputy 
Commissioner HM Raqib 
Hayder said evacuations were 
carried out on Sunday night 
and relief, including dry food, 
is being distributed.

In Kurigram’s Nageshwari, 
timber trader Mansur Ali, 45, 
of Khamar Nokula village, 
went missing yesterday after 
being swept away by the 
Dudhkumar’s strong current 
while collecting floating logs.

Police and locals said logs 
floated downstream from India 
due to hill torrents. Despite 
rescue efforts by a fire service 
team with divers, he remained 
missing as of 6:00pm.
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