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Abdul Guffar Babu 
unveils ‘Canvas of 
Tranquility’
Gallery Chitrak hosted the 
fourth solo painting exhibition 
by acclaimed artist Md Abdul 
Guffar Babu, titled Canvas 
of Tranquility on Saturday, 
which opened at 5 pm. 

The inaugural ceremony 
featured celebrated artist 
Monirul Islam as the Chief 
Guest. Architects Mustapha Khalid Palash and Salauddin Ahmed 
attended as Special Guests, while Professor Md. Anisuzzaman of 
the Department of Printmaking, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Dhaka, presided over the event.

The exhibition is open to the public and art enthusiasts from 
October 4 to 15, 2025, daily from 11 am to 8 pm.
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While the misuse of 
intellectual property and 
videos to illegally promote 
products is not new on social 
media, Runa Khan is perhaps 
the most targeted victim, due 
to her inspiring weight-loss 
journey. Fraudulent products 
are now being marketed 
on Facebook, where the 
actress is seen claiming that 
said product is behind her 
weight loss. Of course, these 
videos have been doctored 
completely.  

 “I’ve noticed for a long 
time that many fake pages 
are using my photos and 
video interviews, claiming 
I lost weight by using their 
products,” said Runa. “But 
what can I even say to them? 
I’ve shared my real journey so 
many times—it’s been more 
than four years now. And 
when I see my own colleagues 
involved in such activities, 

using these products, or even 
going through surgeries, I 
honestly have nothing more 
to say.”

She also shared that despite 
receiving several tempting 
monetary offers, she had 
previously turned them all 
down. “I’ve always been firmly 
against using or promoting 
slimming products, or 
undergoing aesthetic or 
weight-loss surgeries. I’ve 
spoken out about this time 
and again, and I stand by it.”

In 2022, during an interview 
with this reporter, the actress 
opened up about her weight-
loss journey in a feature titled 
“Runa Khan Reborn”.

“After that interview, I was 
approached by a reputable 
newspaper for another story 
that focused solely on my 
weight loss journey — and at 
that time, I wanted to share 
it with a happy heart!” she 
recalled. “Soon after, I received 
many offers for fashion 

modelling. However, I 
got frustrated because I 
noticed that newspapers 
kept mentioning my 
weight loss journey 
repeatedly — as if my 
popularity came only 
after I lost weight!”

Two of Runa’s 
films, shot in 2006 
(Balughori) and 2008 
(Unadittya), were 
recently announced for 
release. “These films were 
shot nearly 2 decades ago, 
and I was told that the 
hard copy of both of the 
films was stolen. Initially, 
when doing these films, 
as an artiste, I was 
informed that they were 
being made for festivals, 
and Balughori had its 
international premiere 
at the Second South 
Asian Film Festival in 
2007. I am glad that 
the audience can finally 
watch them!”

‘IT’S AWKWARD AND 

BEWILDERING’: 
Runa Khan on online misuse of her videos

 “I’ve noticed 
for a long time 
that many fake 
pages are using 
my photos and 

video interviews, 
claiming I lost 

weight by using 
their products,” 
said Runa. “But 
what can I even 

say to them? I’ve 
shared my real 

journey so many 
times—it’s been 
more than four 

years now. 

Filmmaker Raihan Rafi and 
veteran journalist Alimuzzaman 
will be honoured with the Fazlul 
Haque Memorial Award this 
year, organisers announced. 

The award, presented 
annually in memory of 
pioneering film journalist Fazlul 
Haque, will be conferred on 
October 26, marking his death 
anniversary. 

Fazlul Haque, editor of 
Bangladesh’s first cinema 
magazine, Cinema and director 
of the children’s film President, 
is widely regarded as the father 
of Bangladeshi film journalism. 

Introduced in 2004 by 

author Rabeya Khatun, the 
award recognises outstanding 
contributions in filmmaking 
and film journalism, 
accompanied by a cash prize, 
certificate, and crest. 

This year, Rafi is recognised 
for engaging younger audiences 
through cinema, while 
Alimuzzaman is honoured for 
his decades-long journalistic 
contributions.

Raihan Rafi and Alimuzzaman to receive 
Fazlul Haque Memorial Award

A feature film inspired by Manna Dey’s iconic song 
Coffee House will begin shooting on October 7 
across North Bengal and Kolkata. 

Produced by Suan Silver Screen, the film 
reunites Roopa Ganguly and Dolon Roy on screen, 
with Ganguly portraying Sujata and Roy playing 
the older Rama. 

The story revisits the six friends immortalised 
in the song—Sujata, Rama, Nikhilesh, D’Souza, 
Amal, and Moidul—through the eyes of Aheri, 
Sujata’s Britain-returned granddaughter, who 
uncovers a diary and letters that unravel memories 
and mysteries of love, loss and destiny. 

The cast also includes Priyanka Bhattacharjee, 
Shubashish Ghosh, Soumya Mukherjee, and 
Anuradha Mukherjee. Arijit Singh will perform a 
new version of Coffee House, ensuring the film 
resonates with nostalgia and cultural legacy.

Film on Manna 
Dey’s ‘Coffee 
House’ set to roll 
in October

‘The Human Voice’
Jean Cocteau’s The Human Voice, first 
staged in 1930, returns as a powerful one-
act monodrama. Performed by a single actor, 
the play captures a woman’s final, desperate 
phone call with her lover, exposing the raw 
psychology of heartbreak and the haunting 
duality of technology as solace and torment.

Date: Thursday-Saturday| October 9-11, 2025

Time: 7 pm onwards 

Venue: Alliance Française de Dhaka
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