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Attendees hold placards and Palestinian and Turkish flags during a rally in solidarity with Palestinians and to protest against the interception by the Israeli navy of the Global

Sumud Flotilla in Istanbul yesterday.

Thunberg ‘beaten
and forced to Kkiss
Israeli flag’: report

AGENCIES

Activists who were detained alongside Greta Thunberg in
Israel have accused Israeli forces of beating, humiliating,
and depriving the Swedish climate campaigner of food and
water following the interception of the Gaza aid flotilla.

Testimonies from multiple detainees describe scenes
of abuse and intimidation after the capture of the Global
Sumud Flotilla, a convoy attempting to deliver humanitarian
aid to the besieged Gaza Strip.

Turkish journalist Ersin Celik, one of those detained, told
TRT World that Israeli soldiers “dragged Greta Thunberg
on the ground” and “forced her to Kiss the Israeli flag”. He
alleged she was “severely tortured before our eyes ... made to
crawl and humiliated”.

Other activists offered
similar accounts. Malaysian
participant Hazwani
Helmi told Al Jazeera that
detainees were  “denied
food, clean water, and
medication”, calling the
experience “a disaster - they
treated us like animals”.

Italian journalist Lorenzo
Agostino claimed Thunberg
“was humiliated and
wrapped in an Israeli flag
and exhibited like a trophy”.

Turkish presenter
Ikbal Gurpinar alleged that detainees were left without
sustenance: “They treated us like dogs. They left us hungry
for three days. They didn’t give us water; we had to drink
from the toilet.”

According to The Guardian, internal Swedish foreign
ministry correspondence indicated that Thunberg
complained of dehydration, rashes she attributed to bedbug
infestations, and being forced to sit for long periods on hard
surfaces. It was also reported that she had been forced to
hold the Israeli flag.

Isracl’s foreign ministry has rejected allegations of
mistreatment.

The flotilla included hundreds of activists, journalists, and
lawmakers from more than 40 countries. Turkish officials
said 137 detainees were flown to Istanbul after being held
by Israel, part of a larger group of over 450 people captured
during the operation.

Legal aid group Adalah, representing several of the
activists, said detainees were also filmed in front of Israeli
flags and threatened with further detention if they refused.
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Landslides, floods kill
64 in Nepal, India

AFP, Kathmandu

Landslides and floods triggered
by heavy downpours in Nepal and
neighbouring India have killed
more than 60 people, officials said
yesterday, as rescue workers raced
to reach cut-off communities in
remote mountainous terrain.

Torrential downpours have
lashed Nepal since Friday, leaving
rivers in spate and many areas in
the Himalayan nation inundated.

At least 44 people have died
in rain-triggered disasters and
five are missing, Shanti Mahat,
spokeswoman for Nepal’s National
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Authority, told AFP.

At least 37 were Kkilled by
landslides in the worst-affected
castern district of Illam.

“Heavy rains overnight caused
the landslides,” said local district
official Sunita Nepal.

“Rescue workers have reached
the affected areas. It was difficult
because many roads were blocked.”

Riversin the capital Kathmandu
have also swelled, inundating
settlements along their banks.

Security personnel were
deployed to assist rescue efforts
with helicopters and motorboats.

“There is some damage, but
thanks to the authorities’ prior
flood alert, we were able to move
some belongings to a safe place,”
said vegetable seller Rajan Khadga,
38.

Landslides have blocked several
highways and disrupted flights,
leaving hundreds of travellers --
many returning after celebrating
the Hindu festival of Dashain --
stranded.

At least five people are still
missing, according to federal
disaster officials.

Prime Minister Sushila Karki
said government agencies were

“fully prepared for rescue and
relief”.

“Your safety is our utmost
concern. Do not hesitate to seek
necessary assistance,” she said
in an address, adding that the
government has declared Sunday
and Monday public holidays and
urged people not to travel unless
necessary.

Across the border in India,
at least 20 people were Kkilled
in the tea-growing hill district
of Darjeeling in West Bengal

state after heavy overnight rain
unleashed flash  floods and
landslides that destroyed homes
and infrastructure.

“In the wake of last night’s heavy
cyclone in the Darjeeling hills, over
20 people have lost their lives,”
said Harsh Vardhan Shringla, a
lawmaker in India’s upper house.

Footage on Indian television
news showed rescue workers using
cables to access cut-off regions
as raging waters smashed into
bridges and caved in roads.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said he was “pained by the loss of
lives”.

“The situation in Darjeeling and
surrounding areas is being closely

monitored in the wake of heavy
rains and landslides,” he said in a
statement on social media.

India’s weather department
yesterday issued a red alert for
“extremely heavy rainfall” in
sub-Himalayan areas, including
Darjeeling, until Monday.

Relentless downpours also
swelled rivers in neighbouring
Bhutan, prompting the Indian
army (o join rescue efforts.

Military  helicopters  were
deployed to evacuate several

civilians stranded in the border
town of Phuentsholing, the army
said in a statement.

Monsoon rains, usually
from June to September, bring
widespread death and destruction
every year across South Asia, but
the number of fatal floods and
landslides has increased in recent
years.

Experts say climate change
has worsened their schedule,
frequency and intensity.

The Kathmandu-based
International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development warned
in June that communities faced
heightened disaster risks this
monsoon season.

INDONESIA SCHOOL TRAGEDY

Death hits 45; 26
remains missing

AFP, Sidoarjo

The death toll from an Indonesian school collapse
rose to 45 yesterday, officials said, as rescuers
recovered more victims buried under the rubble.

Part of the multi-storey building on Indonesia’s
Java island collapsed suddenly on Monday as
students gathered for afternoon prayers.

Rescuers retrieved another 19 victims from the
rubble on Sunday, National Search and Rescue
Agency (Basarnas) operations director Yudhi
Bramantyo said.

“According to our calculation, the total
number of victims we have evacuated are 149, with
45 reported dead ... and 104 survivors,” Yudhi told
reporters Sunday, up from a toll of 37 earlier on
Sunday and including several body parts.

Nanang Sigit, the head of the local search and
rescue agency, confirmed the same death toll.

Yudhi said before the latest bodies were found
on Sunday that at least 26 people were still
missing. Rescuers were still working around the
clock in the rubble of the Islamic boarding school.

“We will continue to do our best,” he said.

“In other words, we will probably extend the
operation until we are sure that all victims... have
been recovered.”

Yudhi estimated that authorities would be able
to clear the rubble by Tuesday.

Investigators have been looking into the
cause of the collapse, but initial signs pointed to
substandard construction, according to experts.

ussian strike
kill 5 in Ukraine

Cause power outages

AFP, Kviv

Russian strikes on Ukraine yesterday killed five
people and badly damaged energy infrastructure,
temporarily severing power supplies to tens of
thousands and prompting neighbouring Poland
to put ground defence on high alert.

Russian forces fired 496 drones and 53 missiles
at Ukraine, the majority of which were shot down,
according to the Ukrainian air force.

“Sadly, five people were killed. My sincere
condolences to everyone who lost loved ones to
this terror,” Ukraine’s leader Volodymyr Zelensky
said.

Strikes killed four people near Iviv, which lies
in western Ukraine and is hundreds of kilometres
from the front line, and has been largely spared
the attacks that have hit cities further east.

Attacks also killed one person in the southern
region of Zaporizhzhia and wounded people near
the eastern front, local authorities said.

The strikes cut power to over 110,000
subscribers across several regions, Ukraine’s
emergency services said, with the hardest hit
being Zaporizhzhia.

Overnight, more than 73,000 people in
Zaporizhzhia were left without electricity, regional
head Ivan Fedorov said, though power had been
partially restored by the afternoon.

Ukraine’s state-run gas company Naftogaz
network also reported damage to its network.

The Russian army said it launched an attack
“against enterprises of the military-industrial
complex of Ukraine and gas and energy
infrastructure facilities that ensured their
operation.”

Syria’s interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa (left) visits the polling station where members of Syrian local Bl

committees have been casting their votes in the country’s selection process to designate an interim parliament,
in Damascus yesterday. Syria yesterday voted to select members of its first post-Assad parliament in a process

criticised as undemocratic, with a third of the members appointed by Ahmed al-Sharaa.
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