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practice, there is no 
separate Ducsu fund.

“Ducsu’s expenses are 
covered by the university’s 
budget allocation. The 
Ducsu fees collected 
through admission are not 
deposited into a separate 
account but counted as 
part of the university’s 
general income,” he told 
The Daily Star.

Since the university runs 
on a deficit budget with 
government funding, he 
said Ducsu must request 

money as needed, which 
will be provided subject to 
availability.

SM Farhad, general 
secretary of Ducsu, said 
they have not yet received 
any money from the 
university authorities.

“We are initiating some 
small programmes on 
our own, which may be 
adjusted later,” he said, 
adding that the university 
is not accustomed to 
paying for Ducsu due to its 
long absence.

He said the process has 

started but it will take time 
to set up a proper system to 
separate Ducsu’s funds.

Former Ducsu vice-
president Mahmudur 
Rahman Manna criticised 
the current practice, saying 
the money collected from 
students in Ducsu’s name 
belongs solely to the union, 
not the authorities.

“The authorities should 
immediately transfer the 
funds to Ducsu’s account. 
The university cannot 
spend this money for other 
purposes,” he said.

Most newly elected 
leaders said they were 
unaware of the funding 
structure and have 
so far relied on hall 
authorities, donations, and 
sponsorships to begin their 
activities.

Bangabandhu Hall 
Union Vice-President Md 
Muslimur Rahman said, 
“Our hall administration 
sent a letter to the central 
admission office seeking 
funds, but we heard the 

money has already been 
spent elsewhere.”

Surja Sen Hall Union VP 
Azizul Hoque said, “Since 
2019, no budget allocation 
for the hall unions has 
been disbursed from the 
Registrar Building, making 
it impossible to take even 
minor initiatives.”

Ducsu VP Abu Shadik 
Kayem said they will take 
action after receiving a 
report from the treasurer. 
“He has been asked to trace 
the money,” he added.

Contacted, DU Vice-
Chancellor Prof Niaz 
Ahmed Khan said, “We 
are currently reviewing 
Ducsu’s budget and other 
financial matters. The new 
treasurer has been assigned 
on a priority basis, and I 
have held urgent meetings 
with the Accounts Office.” 

Despite the fund 
constraints, an interim 
budgetary provision has 
been made to enable Ducsu 
operations and welfare 
activities, he added.

7 held over 
attack on 
police in 
Narsingdi
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Narsingdi

Police yesterday arrested 
seven individuals accused of 
involvement in the attack on 
police personnel including 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police (Sadar Circle) Md 
Anwar Hossain in Narsingdi 
on Saturday.

The arrests were made 
during drives in different 
locations across the district. 
They were later produced 
before the court, said 
Narsingdi District Police.

The arrestees are: Fazlul 
Rashid alias Ador, 40; 
Shafiqul Islam Suman, 44; 
Kudrat Hasan Robin, 23; 
Rakib Khan, 30; Sohag 
Mia, 35; Tanvir Mia, 22; and 
Shanto Mia, 23.

According to the press 
release, on Saturday 
morning (October 4), Anwar 
and several other policemen 
were attacked and injured 
by a mob when two 
extortionists were detained 
while collecting tolls from 
vehicles in Arshinagar Rail 
Crossing area of Narsingdi 
Sadar upazila.

Following the incident, 
Md Sohel Ahmed, in-
charge of Narsingdi City 
Police Outpost, filed a 
case with Narsingdi Sadar 
Police Station accusing 
five named and 25–30 
unidentified individuals.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Healthcare services at the 50-bed 
Nazirpur Upazila Health Complex 
in Pirojpur are being severely 
disrupted due to an acute shortage 
of doctors, depriving local people 
of proper treatment.

Around two lakh residents 
depend on the hospital for 
healthcare. Yet services are running 
on a limited scale in the absence of 
doctors for most departments.

At present, only four doctors 
are serving patients -- two medical 
officers, a specialist, and a dentist 
-- against 31 sanctioned posts. Of 
them, two are providing 24-hour 
emergency care alongside indoor 
and outdoor services, forcing 

patients to wait for hours for 
consultations.

According to hospital sources, 
more than 200 patients seek outdoor 
consultations daily, while inpatient 
services are often overcrowded, with 
all 50 beds occupied. 

Due to the shortage of 
manpower, services at a newly 
constructed hospital building have 
remained suspended.

There is also a shortage of other 
staff, including technicians and 
cleaners, leaving diagnostic services 
like ultrasonography suspended 
and making it difficult to maintain 
cleanliness and hygiene.

“I had to wait for more than two 
hours for my turn to see a doctor,” 
said patient Sanzida Akter.

Another patient, Swapna 
Samadder, echoed her.

Mohammad Hasan, an 
attendant, said doctors advised him 
to shift his patient to Pirojpur Sadar 
Hospital. “But I couldn’t manage it 
due to financial hardship,” he said.

Doctors too are struggling to 
cope with the workload.

“I have to handle indoor, outdoor, 
and emergency units at the same 
time. It’s impossible to provide 
quality care under such pressure,” 
said medical officer Fazley Rabbi.

Contacted, Dr Md Moshiur 
Rahman, upazila health and family 
planning officer of Nazirpur, said, 
“We have already informed higher 
authorities in this regard. Hopefully 
they will take steps soon.”

Doctor shortage cripples 
Nazirpur hospital

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Various food stalls and gift shops have 
been operating inside Lawachhara 
National Park in Moulvibazar for 
the past 11 years, posing a serious 
threat to its fragile ecosystem and 
biodiversity.

Environmentalists said more than 
10 shops were set up with the Forest 
Department’s approval, but their 
presence -- along with the growing 
number of visitors, vehicle 
movement, and noise -- has 
severely disrupted the 
park’s wildlife habitat.

The 1,250-hectare 
park is home to 
several rare and 
e n d a n g e r e d 
species.

A c c o r d i n g 
to sources in 
the park’s Co-
M a n a g e m e n t 
Committee (CMC), 
most of the shops were 
built irregularly around 
2014 without following proper 
procedure.

A former CMC member, requesting 
anonymity, said, “There are no shops 
allocated for women’s Community 
Patrol Groups (CPGs), even though 
they need them the most. Only one 
shop belongs to CPG member Hatim 
Ali Longdo. The rest are run by private 
traders with backing from local 
influential people, but have no link 
with the CPGs.”

Hatim Ali said he started his shop 
in 1964. “Initially, my shop was inside 
Lawachhara Punjee. The authorities 
brought and settled me here. In 2000, 
I was relocated near the rest house, 
and again in 2005 to a hillock near the 
CMC office. During the pandemic, I 
was shifted to the entrance gate area,” 
he said.

Swapan Deb Sajal, director of 
Bangladesh Banya Prani Sheba 
Foundation, said plastic littering, 

frequent vehicle movement, and 
the operation of numerous 

shops within the park 
are damaging its 

ecosystem.
Sohel Shyam, 

founder of Stand for 
Our Endangered 
Wildlife, echoed 
the concern.

Saju Marchiang, 
p u b l i c a t i o n 

secretary of the Khasi 
Social Council, said, 

“We demand a noise- and 
disturbance-free habitat for 

the park’s wildlife. These shops 
are right at the entrance of the forest, 
polluting the area with litter.”

Abul Kalam, divisional forest officer 
of Wildlife Management and Nature 
Conservation in Sylhet, said the 
ministry concerned recently ordered 
the eviction of all shops except one 
or two eco-friendly outlets currently 
operating within the park. 

“We are now working on 
implementing the directive,” he added.

Unregulated shops 
choking Lawachhara


