
NEWS
Jubo League leader 
dies at DMCH while 
in jail custody
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A Jubo League leader who was arrested 
four months ago died in custody while 
undergoing treatment at Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital yesterday afternoon.

The deceased, Mizanur Rahman 
Mizan of Kashil Purbapara area in Basail 
upazila, was arrested by Basail police and 
shown arrested in a case filed with Sadar 
Police Station, police said.

Mizanur, 40, was the senior joint 
convener of Basail upazila Jubo League. 
After being produced before a court, the 
judge sent him to jail, police sources said.

Tangail District Jail Superintendent 
Shahidul Islam said Mizan fell ill in jail 
on September 17 and was admitted to 
Tangail Medical College Hospital. When 
his condition deteriorated, he was taken 
to DMCH the next day.

Mizan had long been suffering from 
various ailments, including kidney 
problems and diabetes, he added.
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Due to a culture of 
impunity, abuse and 
violence are becoming 
increasingly alarming, while 
perpetrators continue to be 
encouraged to commit such 
crimes, she added.

Presiding over the event, 
NGCAF President Badiul 
Alam Majumdar said, 
“In our society, women 
are oppressed, abused, 
deprived and neglected 
in every way. While it 
should be acknowledged 
that women’s conditions 
today are much improved 
compared to the past, we 
still have not reached the 
stage necessary to establish 
their rightful entitlements.”

He added that due to 
patriarchal attitudes and 
the perception of keeping 
women subordinate, 
women’s proper rights 
have not been established.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
patriarchy has become so 
deeply entrenched in us, 
and with the direction our 
political culture is moving, 
we have discriminated 
against women, deprived 
them, kept them 
subordinate, harassed 
them and oppressed them. 
This has become a major 
obstacle to the nation’s 
progress,” he said.

The event was moderated 
by Aparajeyo Bangladesh 
Executive Director 
Wahida Banu, while 
Debate for Democracy 
Chairman Hasan Ahmed 
Chowdhury Kiron and 
Plan International Director 
Nishat Sultana also spoke.

Tangail hospital crippled 
by manpower crisis

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

The 250-bed General Hospital 
in Tangail has been struggling 
to provide adequate healthcare 
services due to a severe shortage of 
doctors and other staff.

The Intensive Care Unit has 
remained closed since July 2024 for 
want of manpower. 

Although the hospital conducts 
some basic tests, crucial ones such 
as CT scan, MRI, hormone test, 
culture and histopathology are not 
available due to a lack of necessary 
equipment.

According to the office of the 
hospital’s deputy director, an 
average of 350 to 400 patients is 
admitted every day, while around 
1,000 others visit the outdoor 
section for treatment.

Patients from 12 upazilas of the 
district and nearby areas depend on 
the hospital for medical services.

However, with only 44 doctors 
against a required 178, patients are not 
receiving the expected level of care.

Of the 44 doctors, 15 attend 
to patients in the outpatient 
department each day, four are on 
duty in the emergency department, 
and 25 serve in the indoor wards. 
There is also no consultant in 
medicine and surgery prostate.

Established in 1974 with 50 beds, 
the hospital was later expanded to 
100 and then to 250 beds.

The hospital has only 13 
cleaning staff, all working under an 
outsourcing arrangement, though 
75 are needed. 

Recently, Rafiz Uddin from 
Hadira village in Gopalpur upazila 
was admitted to Ward-6 of the 
medicine department. His doctor 
advised an MRI of the brain, but as 
the hospital lacks MRI facilities, he 

had to undergo the test at a private 
hospital for Tk 7,500. 

“If this hospital had advanced 
testing facilities, patients would 
suffer less and could get tests done 
at a lower cost,” he said.

Dr Khandaker Sadiqur Rahman, 
deputy director of the hospital, said 
due to a shortage of doctors and 
support staff, it is difficult to provide 
the expected level of service.

However, patients who come for 
treatment do receive necessary and 
appropriate care, he said.

He said the hospital faces constant 
pressure as it accommodates more 
than its 250-bed capacity. Medicines 
and food are supplied adequately, 
but when patient numbers are high, 
services become rushed.

“If the government provides 

sufficient manpower, it will be 
possible to deliver the expected 
services,” he said.

Contacted, Dr Farazi Muhammad 
Mahbubul Alam Manju, civil 
surgeon of Tangail, said the hospital 
supervisor had already informed the 
higher authorities about the matter 
as per his jurisdiction. “We have also 
asked for a list… We will inform the 
ministry once we receive it,” he said.

Farmers spray pesticides to cultivate cabbage and cauliflower in a village of Deopara union under Godagari 
upazila. Although they are getting good prices now, many complain that adulterated pesticides are failing to 
protect their crops. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN

Bamboo, cane craft 
fading fast in Islampur
SAHIDUL ISLAM NIRAB, Jamalpur

Once a source of livelihood for 
many families in Islampur upazila of 
Jamalpur, bamboo and cane craft is 
now on the verge of extinction. 

For generations, almost every 
household item was made from 
bamboo or cane. But the rise of plastic 
products, coupled with the lack of 
durability in the humid climate, has 
pushed this traditional craft 
into decline.

At Dharmakura Bazar, 
a few artisans can still 
be found keeping the 
craft alive. Bahar Ali of 
Patnipara village has 
been making fish traps 
out of bamboo for 25 
years. 

He makes four to five 
traps a week, each selling 
for Tk 450–500. But as the price of 
bamboo has risen, his profits have 
shrunk.

Manik Mia of Gaokura village has 
been making bamboo containers 
called tapa for a decade, selling each 
for Tk 120–150. 

From Fakirpara village, artisan 
Dilip Sarkar has been working with 
bamboo since childhood. Nowadays, 

he not only makes products himself 
but also sells items bought from 
other craftsmen. However, sales dip 
significantly during the monsoon 
season.

“Only a handful of families are still 
carrying on the legacy. But with cane 
prices going up, it’s tough to make a 
living.”

Customer Mizan Mia, while buying 
bamboo household goods, said, 

“Plastic items are cheaper and 
more durable, but for daily 

needs I still have to buy 
bamboo products.”

Local artisans 
believe the sector 
could survive if the 

government provides 
support, easy loans and 

initiatives to expand the 
market.

Jahangir Salim, president 
of Poribesh Rokkha Andolon, said 
furniture made from bamboo is both 
eco-friendly and a form of art. “We 
should encourage its use; otherwise, 
the use of plastic will increase 
further. The government should also 
extend its support to them.”

Islampur UNO Md Touhidur 
Rahman said they are trying to prepare 
a list of artisans to provide assistance.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

At least four people were injured 
after a bus overturned inside the 
Karnaphuli Tunnel in Chattogram 
yesterday.

The accident occurred around 
1:00pm near the Patenga end 
of the tunnel. The identities of 
the injured could not be known 
immediately.

Golam Samdani Himel, 
assistant engineer (toll and traffic) 
of the tunnel, said, “A passenger 
bus was heading from the Patenga 
end towards the Anwara end when 
it overturned due to excessive 
speed. Three to four people were 
injured, but none of them is in 
critical condition. They were taken 
to a nearby hospital.”

He said the tunnel suffered no 
significant damage and vehicular 
movement has returned to 

normal.
Meanwhile, Faridul Alam, 

officer-in-charge (investigation) 
of Patenga Police Station, said 
a minibus driver lost control, 
causing the vehicle to overturn. 

“The injured were rescued 
and taken to Anwara Upazila 
Health Complex by the tunnel 
authorities.”

No case or legal action has been 
filed regarding the incident so 
far,” he added.

15 hurt as bus overturns 
inside Karnaphuli Tunnel
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